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THE    PERJURER 


CHAPTER  I 

THE  CONQDESDIG  DBBEUCT 

It  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1886  that  Lori 
liivemock  after  having  held  high  office  in  manysuc- 
c^ive  Liberal  administrations,  announced  his  definite 
retirement  from  public  life.     Of  course  he  might,  like 
fZ  ^'^:'^°  could  not  lend  ahandin  the  disruption 
of  tiie  Empire,  have  continued  to  serve  his  country 
m  the  Unionist  ranks;  but  he  was  already  a  sexagen- 
arian he  had  never  been  a  man  of  pliable  mind^  he 
regarded  the  virtual  extinction  of  the  party  to  which  he 
had  belonged  from  his  youth  up  as  involving  his  own. 
You  may  be  unable  to  foUow  a  leU«  tragicaUy  trans- 
formed into  a  wiU-o'-the-wisp;  yet  you  may  be,  and 
ought  to  be,  equaUy  unable  to  vote  with  your  lifdone 
opponents.     So  he  said,  and  so  his  taU,  thin  figure  h^ 
aquiline  nose,  his  somewhat  dry,  official  manner  and  his 
harsh,  unmodulated  voice  were  seen  and  heard  no  more 
in  an  assemblage  which,  to  teU  the  truth,  did  not  miss 
him  mucL     He  had  been  a  conscientious,  painstaking 
memb«:  of  the  executive  in  his  day ;  but  his  colIeagZ 
and  subordinates  had  always  found  him  a  rather  trouble- 
some sort  of  man  to  work  with,  while  his  demeanour 
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towards  his  political  adversaries  had  been  habituaUy 
arrogant  and  ungracious.  Thus  he  disappeared  ftj, 
the  ai^  generaUy  respected,  little  regretted,  destined 
to  quick  obLvion. 

A  recent  bereavement  which  he  had  sustained  in  the 
loss  of  h,s  wife  v.as  mentioned  by  him  as  contributing 
towards  the  desue  which  he  expressed  to  end  his  da^ 
in  seclusion  ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  demise  of 
l^y  Lavemock_«  harmless,  negligible  person  who  had 
won,  a  brown  wig,  taken  a  knguid  interest  in  kndscape 
gardening  and  slept  folly  twelve  hours  rut  of  the 
twenty-four-left  any  perraptible  blank  in  his  meth- 
odical, weU-ordered    existence.     What  probably  gave 

\lf^  ^"^  '°°'"  "^  "  *™=''  """  «>«  news  wWch 
reached  him  dunng  the  autumn  of  that  same  eventful 

J""^ .,      ""^^  '""*"''  ^°'°°^  Monk,  had  suddenly 
dropped  down  dead  while  deer-stalking  in  Scotland. 

How    hke   poor    P^rcy!"    was    his    involuntary 
ejaculation  on  reading  the  tel^ram 

Colonel  Monk,  it  is  true,  had  never  gone  quite  so  fer 
as  to  drop  down  dead  before ;  but  he  had  repeatedly 
v«ed  his  elder  brother  by  doing  unexpected,^n- 
c^ng  thuigs;  so  that  this  final  act  of  his  seemed  to 
be  only  of  a  piece  with  previous  indiscretions.  Not  the 
least  amongst  these  had  been  his  abrupt  marriage, 
somewhat  late  in  life,  to  a  lady  whom  he  had  «  piclS 
up,   to  use  Lord  Lavemock's  phrase,  during  a  spirting 

^^Z^u"^!^^  ''*'°'  "^"PP^y.  had  not  sUved 
the  birth  of  her  first  child.  The  alliance  had  not  be^ 
one  which  the  head  of  an  ancient  and  distinguished 
house  codd  welcome  with  enthusiasm;  still  he  had 
been  frigidly  c:vil  to  Mrs.  Monk  and  had  made  a  point 
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of  penonally  attending  her  funeral ;  for  he  was  ever 
punctilious  in  the  diacharge  of  family  obligations.  He 
had  then  dismissed  her  from  his  memory.  She  had 
been,  at  worst,  but  a  transient  annoyance.  However, 
nothing  can  happen  in  this  world,  nor  can  anybody  be 
numbered  amongst  its  inhabitants,  without  consequences, 
and  one  very  disagreeable  consequence  of  Mrs.  Monk's 
brief  sojourn  here  below  and  her  husband's  unheralded 
surrender  to  heart  disease  was  that  the  widowed  Lord 
LaTemock  fotmd  himself  with  a  small  orphan  girl  upon 
his  hands. 

Such,  at  least,  was  the  immediate  view  that  he  took 
of  the  situation,  and  he  wc  confirmed  in  it  by  his  sister. 
Lady  Elizabeth  Barton,  whom  he  made  haste  to  consult, 
lady  Elizabeth,  considerably  his  junior,  was  at  that 
time  just  beginning  to  be  a  hostess  of  some  importance 
in  fiashionable  and  political  dides.  Married  to  a  man 
of  ability  and  amiability  who  seemed  to  be  marked 
out  for  office  under  a  Conservative  ministry,  she  had 
numerous  claims  upon  her  time  and  attention  besides 
those  of  J  3r  half-dozen  children.  Perhaps  that  was 
why  she  did  not  feel  particularly  eager  to  make  an 
addition  to  the  latter  category.  Possibly  even  that 
m  y  have  been  why  she  said  at  once  to  her  brother : 

"Oh,  but  you  couldn't !  Quite  out  of  the  question 
for  you  to  undertake  such  a  charge  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances !  Of  course  it  must  be  for  us  to  give  the 
poor  little  thing  shelter." 

This  was  a  good  way  to  arouse  opposition  on  the  part 
of  a  man  prone  to  controversy. 

"  I  do  not  agree  with  you,  Elizabeth,"  Lord  Lavemock 
answered;  "I  do  not  see  why  you,  who  have  entered 
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Lavemock  House,  where  the  conversation  was  hein^ 
hdd,  was  an  enonnous  stone  building  of  TJZ  ^ 
tectmal  pretensions,  but  imposing  and  even  £^51" 
reason  of  its  position  on  a  slope  of  the  WhSh  ^ 
and  of  the  wide  vistas  of  rdulating^t^^a'";:^ 

™4p>.fioenttiml>er  which  its  windows  LZliS  ft 
w-«not«showpkc«  because-memfullyfo^^ilatL 
—It  was  not  easily ac  essible  bv  rail  ■  K,.t  "'"'"""f** 

-mounded  it  on  every  side,  and  revived  l^tpj 

"  Quite  out  of  the  question  i     \r„  l  ■  j     ' 

be  exDeet«l  f„  ^.L     question  !     No  lone  widower  could 
De  eqwcted  to  take  on  a  job  of  that  sort." 

widowr"   """    «°^^^-f"    ""ggested    the    lone 

teach  hert  ^  tt'T^Zl's^Z.T  '"'''  °' 
nave ,  and  then,  you  see,  the  girl  will  g,„w 
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up,  and  very  likely  she  will  be  pretty,  and  with  New- 
bndge  growing  up  at  the  same  time  and  aU-franklT 
-avernock,  do  you  think  it's  desirable?" 

T  ♦v^u'-.^i!!"'**'"  """""^  •""  ^*^'^'  "I  do  not 
I  think  It  from  almost  every  point  of  view  the  reverse  of 
desirable.     But  a  duty  is  a  duty." 

«l^l\^'''"  "^"'^  ^y  ^^l^th  meditatively, 
ttat  she  may  be  an  interest  and  an  amusement  for 

I  "  Ji."^!  ""^  *"*  '  anticipate  her  being  either,  and 
1  gathered  from  your  previous  remarks  that  you  thouaht 
her  much  more  likely  to  prove  a  plague." 

"  7^^^^"  °*""^  *"  '^^'^"^  y"  °f  her.    What  more 
can  I  do  ? 

"Nothing  at  present,  I  am  afraid.  Perhaps,  if  1 
hve  until  she  «  of  an  age  to  be  introduced  to  s^ety- 
but  that  M  scarcely  probable-I  may  ask  for  your  gLl 
offices  on  her  b^.  For  the  time  being,  my  fee4  is 
that  die  must  be  accepted,  as  so  many  of  poor  Perm's 
vaganes  had  to  be  accepted,  without  futile  murmurim. 
Only  ma  very  limited  sense  are  we  able  to  order  the 
course  of  our  Jives.  Episodes  such  as  this,  for  which  we 
are  m  no  way  accountable,  occm-,  and  we  can  but  try  to 
make  the  best  of  them."  ' 

ty,^l7Z^  ""  "'f'"'  "P'"*  "^  '^'^'^  martyrfom 
that  Lord  Lavemock  clothed  himself  for  the  reception 
of  a  young  lady  who  was  to  play  a  far  more  important 
part  in  his  future  than  he  had  the  least  intention  of 
assipung  to  her.  About  a  week  later  Miss  Helen 
Monk,  aged  about  four-and-a-half,  arrived-*  very  smaU 
person,  with  a  composed  manner,  an  articulation  singu- 
larly dirtmct  for  her  years  and  great,  solemn  eyes  a. 
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black  «  her  frock.    She  did  not  appear  to  be  a*  aU  - 
overawed  on  being  ushered  into  the  augurt  presence  of 
her  nnde,  although  he  was  a  man  with  whom  few  people 
could  contrive  to  look  or  feel  at  ease. 

"Daddy's  dead,"  die  opened  the  interview  by  an- 
nouncing.  •' 

"r^"'  7^  "y  ^"^'^  ^^  Lavemock  giavely 
r^ed,  and  proceeded  to  deliver  a  little  sentLtioJ 
«P~ch  wh,ch  he  had  prt^paml  for  the  occasion. 

Ihis,  like  many  orations  of  his,  addressed  to  a  lanrer 
audience  "in  another  place,"  fell  remarkably  flat.  The 
diild  without  noticing  observations  which  may  have 
rtruck  her  as  mort  or  le.,  irrelevant,  quietly  finished  her 
own  mtemipted  sentence  with,  "So  Tux  going  to  live 
witn  you. 

She  spoke  as  one  who  make,  an  agreeable  intimation 
^i  w!rfV°'  "'I  «P'««'i«»"  of  pleasure  or  gmtitude 
with  which  It  may  be  ptjeted.  Her  uncle's  gr^g  of 
It  was  an  abrupt,  explosive  laugh.  She  looked  a  Uttle 
wirpnsed,  but  was  not  nearly  as  much  so  as  most  people 
would  have  been;  for  Loid  Lavemock  scarceirever 
kughed.  He  did  not,  as  a  gene^l  rule,  S  Ih^p 
fijnny;  but  he  did  think  tiiat  this  w*.  a  very  fimn^ 
little  girl,  and  the  abiding  afTection  which  T^waT^ 

moment  of  their  first  introduction  to  one  another.    In 

If^'iTi,  JT*  t°  «y  «»t  he  had  been  at  once 
attmct«i  by  Helen's  absolute  honesty  and  ve«city- 
qualit.es  which  so  rarely  adorn  her  sex  and  are  not  too 
common  amongst  humanity  at  la,^.    But  it  is  more 

not  a  bit  afraid  of  him.    Helen  Monk,  as  a  matter  of 
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Cwt,  was  one  of  those  favoured  mortals  who  from  cradle 
to  grave  remain  \macquainted  with  the  sensation  of  fear 
and  whom,  in  consequence  of  that  immunity  of  theirs, 
one  almost  hesitates  to  call  brave.  However,  there  is  no 
reason  why  an  impartial  biographer  should  not  give  her 
credit  for  the  innate  truthfulness  which  her  uncle  was  so 
quick  to  appreciate.  As  a  small  child,  as  a  girl  and  as 
a  woman,  she  seldom  concealed  her  feelings  and  never 
affected  any  which  she  did  not  entertain.  It  was  hardly 
to  be  expected  that,  at  her  tender  age,  she  should  grieve 
much  for  a  father  whom  she  h..d  seen  very  little,  and  it 
was  only  natural  that  her  affections,  which  were  strong, 
should  be  centred  upon  her  nurse.  Either  as  the  result 
of  promptings  on  the  nurse's  part  or  of  doubts  which 
had  taken  shape  in  the  recesses  of  her  own  callow  mind, 
she  went  on  to  say  decisively: 

"  Nana  is  going  to  live  here  too.^ 

"Certainly,  my  dear,  certainly,"  Lord  Lavemock 
replied.  "  If,  as  I  suppose,  you  allude  to  Mrs.  Hopkins, 
of  whom  I  have  received  excellent  reports,  there  is  no 
intention  of  removing  you  from  her  care." 

The  child,  gravely  nodding,  signified  that,  upon  that 
understanding,  all  would  be  well.  There  was  a  quaint 
mixture  of  familiarity  and  dignity  in  her  words,  her 
looks  and  her  whole  personality  which  may  have  made 
appeal  to  one  so  desperately  dignified  that  nobody  had 
ever  dared  to  be  familiar  with  him  before ;  but  it  is  less 
easy  to  accovmt  for  the  promptitude  with  which  she,  on 
her  side,  attached  herself  to  a  dry,  pedantic  stranger. 
Perhaps  there  really  was  some  underlying  bond  of 
sympathy  between  two  characters  so  dissimilar  upon 
the  surface ;  perhaps  their  instinctive  recognition  of  one 
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been  «p3 to  nS.»l  """u"'  '^"^  J"^*  ^fd 

clow  intinwcy.  the  nnf  .-^      .7-.    '  '"«  y«*"  »' 

the  vanorSutrlSrwhlf  ""'*'.°'°''^'°°' 
it     When   Helen    Z„t  *  "*'*  '"  •*«»«  fo' 

unbroken  record  J       .  to  hep  to  pr«ent  an 

ment  did  not  ^H^Tfu^^^^^^'^^^^g^ 
therefore  a^'!lf  ,„*';':  T*"*'  '^'^'^-  '^^ 
decreed-SroJld  bl  7^  T^**'^'  Helei, 

any  roon,  in  th^  ht^^th^JaT t' ^tld^*  TT  "^ 

r:t^^--ttifB^ 
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wktching  him  fijrtively  ih)in  beneath  her  long,  dark 
eyeladm  until  he  manifeited  aooie  disposition  towaidf 
«ocial  intercourw.  Then  she  would  acramble  up  on  bi« 
knee  and  convene  in  a  style  which  neve  Adled  to 
charm  him. 

"That  child  has  a  most  original  mind,"  he  was  fond 
of  declaring. 

Original  or  not,  she  had  at  all  events  the  advantage 
of  knowing  it,  and  thus  she  obtained  without  effort 
pretty  nearly  everything  upon  which  it  was  set  Her 
Aunt  Elizabeth,  who  paid  short  visits  to  Wiltshire 
every  now  and  then,  and  who  noted  with  mingled 
amusement  and  apprehension  the  veiy  unexpected  turn 
that  matters  were  taking,  felt  bound  to  point  out  that 
there  is  no  kindness  to  children  in  making  them  of  so 
much  consequence ;  but  Lord  Lavemock  returned  that 
that  depends  entirely  upon  the  children.  He  also  said 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  danger  of  Helen's  being 
spoilt,  and  that  girls  require  a  different  kind  of 
treatment  from  that  which  is  known  to  succeed  in  the 
case  of  boys. 

He  certainly  practised  a  very  different  kind  of  treatment 
in  the  case  of  his  own  boy ;  but  the  success  of  it  had  at 
no  time  been  conspicuous.  His  only  son,  no  doubt, 
had  certain  defects  of  character  which  the  ordinary 
course  of  school  training  might  or  might  not  have 
eradicated.  They  were  almost  certain  to  be  fostered, 
in  their  relation  to  home  life,  by  his  father's  disastrous 
custom  of  keeping  up  against  him  the  memory  of 
delinquencies  for  which  the  penalty  had  been  paid.  It 
is  wise  and  salutary  to  whip  a  boy  who  has  told  you  a 
lie ;  it  is  most  foolish  and  baneful  to  impress  upon  him 
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that  he  h- forfeited  your  confidence.    L«d  U»«o«k 

g«»a  D.tu«d  brother-in-kw,  rejoined, «  Ah.  I  Aouldnt 

PoniUy  Lord  Lavernock,  ""ke  Genm.  w  u-  _x 
-  incp.ble  of  ,yin,.  hV  t  tZl^jS^Xt' 
Jnpre«o„  honcUy  pe„u«led  that  C^  IirnSS 
be  «,«e^h.„g  .bnor^al  and  grievou.  .bouH  iSS 
**o  could  .toop  to  fJ«hood  or  even  pre  .^cS^ 
With  .hame  and  reluctance,  yet  actuated  by  a^rf 
i»perafave  dutys  he  warned  Newbridge',  tutor  aTTton 
0/  what  mu.t  be  expected,  and  wa/VmiWy  Lldl^ 

SC^Co^rjtr^rdr^ 

ChTotSttrtrf^-"^^-^^^^ 

in  the  hoT  He  wodlfS  1^^  a"^  T"^ 
ft.  if  the«  were  anything  1^7^.  S  dT? 
dutwss  yourself  about  him."         ^  ^-y.dont 

the^Lrrl^  '°."f  ^  ^^^«=''  *«  ^''d-de  that 
Z^Z  ^^f  di«cen,u.ent    llat  he  hWf 

""ght  be  open  to  the  same  charge  never  occun^tf 
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to  him  than  Newbridge  h«l  ever  been  or  wai  likelr 
to  be. 

When  Newbridge  came  home  for  the  holiday*— a  vtry 
handiome  lad,  darlc  of  complexion,  like  all  hii  family, 

and,  like  most  of  them,  dim,  (pKeful  and  muicular 

his  small  cousin  contemplated  him  with  a  respectful 
admiration  which  he  did  not  even  deign  to  notice.  He 
was  ten  years  older  than  she,  and  her  existence  as  an 
additional  member  of  the  establishment  interested  him 
much  less  than  the  advent  of  a  newly  bom  litter  of 
retriever  pups.  An  occasional  patronising  word  or  two 
was  all  die  got  from  him,  and  if  his  prowess  in  the 
saddle  or  with  gun  and  cricket-bat  caused  her  to  r^ard 
him  as  a  demigod,  he  remained  serenely  indifferent  to  a 
conquest  which  wa»  but  one  of  many.  The  observant 
Helen  soon  realised  that  there  was  little  love  lost 
between  father  and  son,  and  thin  both  perplexed  and 
grieved  her ;  but  she  asked  no  questions,  merely  fester- 
ing an  inward  resolution  to  set  things  upon  a  happier 
footing  some  day.  From  the  dawn  of  her  life  up  to  its 
meridian  she  ever  retained  a  comfortable  belief  in  her 
ability  to  mould  the  immalleable  day  of  hiunan 
destinies. 

For  the  rest,  notwithstanding  the  great  attraction 
thai  Newbridge  had  for  her,  die  was  never  very  sorry 
when  he  went  back  to  Eton.  His  departure  was  the 
rignal  for  renewal  of  that  close  intercourse  with  her 
unde  which  his  arrival  more  or  less  perceptibly  checked ; 
no  sooner  was  he  out  of  the  house  than  Lord  Lavemock's 
stem  visage  relaxed  ;  the  servants  also,  who  adored  the 
young  lord,  grew  once  more  attentive  to  a  young  lady  of 
whom  they  were  apt  to  lose  right  in  the  effulgence  of  •> 
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Who  doe,  not  prefo  1^  ^Ml  "^"l ''"" "  «"■«• 
poor  m  spirit;  and  if  tS^^*!'^?":^*'  0»ly  the 
it  iB  certain  that  th^^U^L  «'''"»  "^Heaven, 
on  earth.  Now  MiMLT  Z  "^  "^^  ""t^ority 
wWbenevoJljrj^i-  "^  «»e  .i 

with  hTnor  di?^  J^eTefairr  '^  "°  *"""'' 
they  succumbed  to  wIntL  r  -^  "'°*^'''' 
independence,  did  as  S  £"1^1"!  '"''*^f  °  "' 
ever,  bidden  t6  do  anvth.-n^*  T  ?^  "'^'*  ^''^o",  if 
were  afodd.    As  fote      "^f  *^«>  -n^iences 

1-  visible,  beo^ui  tht;i"ttf  ^  '"t  '"""'^y  ''" 
not  readily  abandoned  Tk^  "'^^  °^  "  ^''^time  is 
niece.  and'soSLr;b:ki'S7*'^,"^«J-th  his 
Yet  she  Icnew  so  well  how  olaty"  t.T^^'  ^ 
was  generaUy  found  in  the  W  T.  **  •""  °P'"'on 
hers.  Of  J„„e  «.  s  w«  ""f  ™  ^  '•*^°«'^  '^th 
more  than  once  hea^  ^av^  ^T^f  '''  "^  ""^  -« 
right"    lhechildn.aynoTw^i;'^r•"«lwa., 

only  she  possessed,  in  additionTn      *  "^'  "«*'t! 

of  invincible  sweetaess^d°;h;;j„;r»'^"'''**-P^ 

withstand  so  powerful  Ld  «!«  i"  tf  "J^  "^  **"''^ 

Lord  Lavemock  was  as  Cv  J.  T-  "^  *^*  ' 

could  contrive  to  make  WiZl/  '"*""«»'  hi"  Position 

the  ..unt^  ^d  only  Lupyt' rS'T'"*""  "" 

he  wa.  .^Miged.     His  sis  J'S'ttSis  "'"" 

aU  good  ibr  him,  and  perhans  t  w       V  .     ""  "°*  "* 

paidmuc.attenUonto^&ULrert:!''"'"^''^-' 
Kyou  ««.  po,nt  out  any  duties  that  Ineglect."  he 
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told  her  once,  in  answer  to  remonstrances,  "I  will 
endeavour  to  perform  them.  Personally,  I  think  that 
my  present  way  of  living  is  suitable  to  my  years, 
desirable  for  m/  health  and  injurious  to  nobody.  I 
confess  that  I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  improved 
upon." 
Nor  did  Helen. 


CHAPTER  U 

THE  COUSINS 

The  park  at  Lavernock  is  situated  at  such  a  hei<,l,f 
above  the  sea  level  and  includes  in  its  ^Tel^l 

moving  with  the  easy  cmce  Xn«  .     ^  ^ 

her  li„,bs  freely.  Td^ol  Hel^T  ""U°  "^ 
those  who  had  b;>ught  W  ^^-^S  asT  ^^*,*° 
W  station  and  hen^f.  It  is';.etrl"^i^,tnS 
of  majestic  persons  that  they  « look  «.,  if  tZ  °,,^7 
beloneed  to  them  "    if         u      . ,  "^  ''^"'^  ?'«<» 

«c».bu  u,^  r™.  i.'l."7^;- 
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Circtunstances  had  conferred  upon  her  the  dignity  of  a 
chdtelaine,  and  she  had  accepted  her  part  with  no  sort 
of  reluctance.  Her  uncle''8  increasing  tendency  in  his 
old  age  to  delegate  the  management  of  bis  estates,  as 
well  as  the  control  of  his  household,  to  her  capable 
hands ;  her  own  love  for  her  home  and  for  the  little 
army  of  dependents  appertaimng  to  it;  most  of  all, 
perhaps,  tL>.  indifference  of  the  heir  apparent,  who  did 
not  care  for  the  place,  and  whose  visits  were  few  and  far 
between — ^aU  these  causes  had  combined  to  bring  about 
a  result  which,  as  the  far-seeing  were  given  to  remark, 
shaking  their  heads,  hardly  made  for  the  girl's  future 
happiness. 

However,  she  had  occasional  reminders  of  the  transient 
and  precarious  nature  of  her  tenure ;  for  the  heir  did 
come  down  from  time  to  time — when  he  wanted  money. 
He  was  coming  down  that  afternoon,  and  it  was  as 
certain  as  anything  could  be  that  he  would  want  money. 
That  was  why  Helen  had  set  forth  to  intercept  him  on 
his  way  from  the  station,  and  that  was  why,  when  she 
halted  awhile  beneath  a  clump  of  spreading  beeches,  the 
sun,  filtering  through  the  green  canopy  overhead,  fell 
upon  a  somewhat  grave  and  anxious  countenance.  For 
Lord  Lavemock,  though  very  rich  and  by  no  means 
close-fisted,  was  not  the  man  to  let  himself  be  despoiled 
by  a  gambling  spendthrift.  For  years  past  he  had 
made  his  son  an  allowance  which  he  rightly  deemed  to 
be  much  more  than  suflicient  for  the  needs  of  any  young 
Guardsman,  and  the  demands  that  Newbridge  made 
upon  him  were  seldom  conceded  without  scenes  which 
even  a  tactful  mediator  could  scarcely  restrain  from 
ending  in  open  rupture.     Newbridge  was  avowedly  a 
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gambler;  also  he  usually  had  a  rfrJn»  „*  •  ,  . 
training  which  did  not  Jin^"  ^^^.n  Ztlk 
bscousin  hehadafou.ious,  irritable  tl'pelT'Sy 
he  was  unlike  her  in  that  he  was,  and  always  hLTS' 

irCIbW«     r'*'°^""^ '"""**»>«"»*<•' the  end- 

«l2^^tn'"^h^r^rr;^srhS 

it  to  the  best  of  her  abilitv  ■  hSV  !       ^^ 

^  that  she  cbuld  do  more  than  maintain  a  condition 

J^lTZi:^^    And  just  now  thesitttt" 
was  comphcated   by  an  inopportune  attack  of  gout 

^^.^^''rr'' '  ''"*'""'^  "-"^^  the  perioAcal  Z„ 
iftrS,""'^'"*"^'  «tillitwLotaltoS 

,1. "  ^^'^^  ''°°'*  "*"*  *°  ««  Wt,,"  she  mused,  as 
S;  S  STh  ''^""^'«'''«^-;the  biria^ 
with  the  tip  of  her  closed  sunshade,  "but  he  mav 

bad  better  let  them  meet  or  not.  One  has  to  set  the 
chance  of  an  air-clearing  stonn  against  the  risk  oTmS 
^^s  and  sulks.     Upon  the  whole,  I  don't  S 

tha?T°t:^''l  ^^  '"■^•^  °'  "^^^  «he  issued  ftom 
that  dappled  shade,  and  in  another  minute  a  dogS 
appeared  dnven  at  high  speed  by  a  young  mlT^ 
straw  hat  who  ra>^  his  elbow  in  salutltion  at  sl^ht  of 
her  and  promptly  drew  rein.  '^ 

« I  came  to  meet  you,"  she  announced,  in  that  clear, 
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low-pitched  voice  which  was  one  of  her  pleaaant  at- 
tributes. «  Get  down  and  wallc  with  me,  if  you  dont 
mind." 

ITie  young  man  complied  without  demur.  He  pre- 
ferred any  method  of  locomotion  to  that  of  putting  one 
foot  before  another ;  but  he  was  in  the  habit  of  obeying 
his  cousin.  Besides,  he  wished  to  talk  to  her.  What 
he  wished  to  say  was  exactly  what  she  had  anticipated. 
A  calamitous  Goodwood,  a  still  more  calamitous  suc- 
cession of  evenings  at  the  card-table,  an  overdrawn 
banking  account,  and  those  infernal,  blood-sucking 
Jews !  It  was  an  oft-told  tale,  the  poignancy  of  which 
was  scarcely  dulled  by  its  monotony. 

'Tm  afraid  you  won't  get  as  much  as  that,"  was 
Helen's  sole  observation,  after  it  had  culminated  in  the 
mention  of  an  imposing  sum  as  quite  indispensable. 

Newbridge  accommodatingly  suggested  half  the 
amount ;  but  she  still  looked  dubious.  « You  come 
at  a  bad  moment.  He  has  been  in  horrible  pain  for 
the  last  two  days,  and  unfortunately  he  has  heard  from 
somebody  where  you  were  staying  for  the  Goodwood 
week.  You  know  how  he  hates  that  card-playing 
set." 

« I  know  that  if  people  are  friends  of  mine,  that's 
quite  enough  to  make  him  hate  them  like  poison,"  the 
young  man  answered,  with  a  quick  frown.  "  Of  course 
he  doesn't  know  anything  about  them.  1  don't  suppose 
he  ever  set  eyes  upon  a  single  one  of  them  in  his 
life." 

"  Well,  he  knows  what  always  happens  to  you  when 
you  are  in  their  society." 

At  this  Newbridge  seemed  to  be  diverted.     "  Oh,  not 
c 
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eveiything  that  happens  to  me,  I  hope!  But  if  you 
and  he  mean  that  I  always  drop  money  in  no  matter 
what  society,  I  can't  contradict  you.  Nobody  ever  had 
such  rotten  luck  as  I  have ! " 

"So  you  can't  be  much  surprised  if  he  asks  what 
object  there  is  in  trying  to  help  you.  If  he  gives  you  a 
thousand  pounds  today,  and  you  lose  a  thousand  to- 
morrow, who  is  the  better  off,  except  some  undeserving 
third  person  ?" 

To  this  pertinent  query  no  reply  was  made.  The 
cousins  walked  on,  side  by  side,  through  the  sunlight 
and  the  shade,  a  comely,  high-bred  couple  who  might 
well  have  been  brother  and  sister,  so  strong  was  their 
outward  resemblance.  In  character  there  was  no  common 
ground  between  them ;  yet  they  were  mutually  attached, 
and  had  few  secrets  from  one  another.  At  length 
Newbridge  resumed : 

"  It  can't  be  more  beastly  for  him  to  be  bothered  by 
me  than  it  is  for  me  to  have  to  bother  him ;  but  what 
the  deuce  is  one  to  do  ?  When  aU's  said  and  done,  he 
could  write  me  a  cheque  for  three  or  four  times  as  much 
as  I  need  and  never  miss  it." 

"  Yes,"  the  girl  agreed  quietly. 

"Then  why  can't  he  be  decently  civil?  Why  can't 
he  behave  as  any  other  fellow's  governor  would,  and  pay 
up,  after  grumbling  a  bit  ?  Why  must  he  grudge  me 
every  penny  I  have  to  ask  him  for  ?" 

"He  doesn't  grudge  the  money.  What  he  objects 
to  is  the  way  you  spend  it  and  the  company  that  you 
keep." 

The  young  man  jerked  up  his  shoulders  impatiently. 
"That's  such  humbug  and  hypocrisy!     It    wouldn't 
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make  the  slightest  odds  to  him  if  I  consorted  habitually 
with  the  Devil  and  all  his  angels.  What  he  really 
would  object  to  would  be  my  keeping  the  same  com- 
pany as  he  does ;  because  then  he  wouldn't  be  able  to 
help  meeting  me." 
«  Do  you  think  that's  quite  fair,  Newbridge  ?  " 
«  Absolutely  fair.  And  if  it  wasn't,  I  should  only  be 
treating  him  as  he  has  always  treated  me.  You  won't 
pretend  that  I've  had  fair  play  from  him,  come!  I 
don't  set  up  to  be  a  saint,  and  I  daresay  some  of  my 
friends  are  no  better  than  they  should  be ;  but  whose 
fault  is  that?" 

"Chiefly  yours,  I  should  think,"  answered  Helen, 
lau^iing  a  little. 

'♦No;  yours  and  his.  Yours  rather  more  than  his, 
if  it  comes  to  that;  though  I  admit  that  you're  not 
to  blame  and  he  is.  You  might  have  made  me  a  quiet, 
respectable,  domestic  sort  of  chap.  As  you  wouldn't, 
or  couldnt,  I  had  to  look  for  consolation  where  it  was  to 
be  had." 

The  statement,  like  most  of  Newbridge's  statements, 
was  a  trifle  disingenuous.  Neither  Helen  nor  any  other 
woman  would  have  had  the  slightest  chance  of  domesti- 
cating him,  and  if,  on  her  definite  refusal  to  become  his 
wife,  he  had  sought  consolation  in  other  quarters,  it  was 
not  because  he  had  stood  in  any  desperate  need  of  being 
consoled.  At  the  same  time,  he  had  quite  honestly 
wished  to  many  her,  and  had  probably  been  as  much, 
or  as  nearly,  in  love  with  her  as  his  nature  would  allow 
him  to  be.  Such  are  the  revenges  of  time.  An  uncon- 
sidered child  grows  up  into  an  attractive  girl,  a  school- 
boy developes  into  a  young  man  peculiarly  susceptible 
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to  feminine  charmB,  and  ao  the  taUea  ue  turned. 
After  a  childish  fashion,  Helen  had  certainly  been 
smitten  with  the  good-looking  lad  whose  qualities  had 
struck  her  as  heroic ;  but  the  undergraduate,  grown 
deferential  and  attentive,  and  the  avowedlj  amorous 
Guardsman  had  failed  to  touch  her  heart  I^ng  before 
Newbridge  made  the  formal  offer  which  hrd  been  pre- 
ceded by  numerous  tacit  avowals  she  btd  taken  his 
measure  and  was  well  aware  that  there  was  very  little 
of  the  hero  rbout  him.  She  was  sorry  to  disappoint 
him,  though  sanguine  as  to  his  speedy  recovery;  but, 
since  she  did  not  love  him  "in  that  way,"  disappoint- 
ment must  be  his  portion. 

The  strange  thing  was  that  his  father  wab  more 
disappointed  than  he.  That  Lord  Lavemock,  with  the 
very  low  estimate  which  he  held  of  Newbridge's  moral 
character  and  the  very  high  value  which  he  placed  upon 
the  niece  who  was  as  a  daughter  to  him,  should  wish 
for  an  alliance  so  inexpedient  upon  the  face  of  it  as  one 
between  first  cousins  had  been  a  great  surprise  to  Helen. 
She  set  this  down  to  a  conviction  on  his  part  that  she 
alone  was  capable  of  reforming  the  reprobate;  it  did 
not  cross  her  mind  that  what  the  old  man  really  longed 
for  was  to  leave  her,  when  he  should  die,  mistress  of  his 
home  and  hers.  In  any  case,  it  was  not  possible  for  her 
to  many  Newbridge ;  nor  at  the  age  of  twenty  had  she 
yet  experienced  an  inclination  to  marry  anybody  else. 
Thanks  to  the  kindly  exertions  of  Lady  Elizabeth 
Barton,  who  had  launched  her  at  the  proper  time  upon 
a  wider  world,  she  had  received  a  few  proposals ;  but  of 
these  she  had  made  short  work.  Old  for  her  yeara, 
perfectly  self-possessed  and  fit  to  assume  the  part  which 
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devolved  upon  her  of  pUying  hasten  in  St  James's 
Square,  she  speedily  dispensed  with  Aunt  Elizabeth, 
who  had  daughters  of  her  own  to  establish ;  but  she 
cared  very  little  for  society,  and,  like  her  uncle,  regarded 
a  few  annual  months  of  urban  hospitality  merely  as  one 
amongst  many  tiresome  obligations  which  attach  to 
rank  and  wealth.  Having  accomplished  what  duty  re- 
quired of  them,  they  were  both  wont  to  return  with  joy 
to  the  country  abode  which  they  loved  and  around 
which  all  their  interests  centred.  All,  that  is  to  say, 
save  one;  and  the  one  exception  existed  rather  for 
Helen  than  for  Lord  Lavemock,  who  candidly  owned 
that  the  less  he  heard  of  Newbridge  the  better  he  was 
pleased.  What  he  did  hear  about  Newbridge  was  so 
invariably  the  reverse  of  pleasant ! 

Well,  he  was  going  to  hear  something  unpleasant 
now,  either  from  the  young  man's  own  lips  or  from 
those  of  an  intermediary.  Newbridge  was  very  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  the  occasion  called  for  an 
intermediary. 

« You'U  have  to  see  me  through,  Helen,"  he  said, 
after  some  further  parley.  "I  might  as  well  try  to 
draw  a  badger  with  my  teeth  as  to  tackle  t-m  when 
he  has  a  fit  of  gout  on,  and  you  can  put  things  ti  him 
in  a  way  that  I  can't." 

"  There's  only  one  way  of  putting  them  that  I  know 
of,"  the  giri  answered.  « It's  a  way  that  he  won't  like, 
and  I  dont  promise  that  it  will  succeed.  Still,  I  can 
but  try." 

"Oh, you'll  succeed  all  right,"  Newbridge  predicted, 
with  a  cleared  and  cheerful  countenance:  "he  doesn't 
refuse  you  anything  you  ask  for." 
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"  Hut's  juat  why  I  mightn't  to  atk  too  mudb  of 
him." 

"  Rubbiih !  As  if  he  hadnt  mora  coin  than  he  knows 
what  to  do  with !  Upon  my  woid,  when  I  think  of  what 
my  debts  amount  to  and  what  other  fellows  owe  who 
haven't  anything  like  my  prospects,  I  remind  myself  of 
that  old  Indian  Johnny — what  was  his  name? — who 
told  his  judges  he  stood  astounded  at  his  own  modera- 
tion." 

Helen  made  no  rejoinder.  She  was  not  given  to 
lecturing,  nor  would  Newbridge  ever  be  made  to  under- 
stand that  what  he  urged  was  beside  the  mark.  Taking 
her  silence  for  hesitation,  he  resumed  coaxingly : 

"  Come,  Helen,  be  a  dear  and  lend  me  a  hand  just 
this  once.  Tm  going  to  he  good  and  turn  over  a  new 
leaf;  I  am  really  I  After  all,  as  I  was  saying  just  now, 
it's  owing  to  you  that  Fve  pUyed  the  ass.  Tm  sure  you 
must  feel  that." 

Sometimes  she  felt  it  in  an  exaggerated  degree.  Well 
though  she  understood  her  cousin,  she  remainad  fond  of 
him  and  believed  that,  after  his  fitful,  egotistical  fadiion, 
he  was  fond  of  her.  Doubtless  he  would  have  made 
what  is  commonly  called  a  very  bad  husband ;  yet,  since 
his  will  was  weak,  while  hers  was  strong,  she  would 
probably  have  contrived,  as  his  wife,  to  keep  him  out 
of  notorious,  ignominious  scrapes.  Probably,  too,  it 
would  not  have  lain  beyond  her  to  terminate  that 
estrangement  between  him  and  his  father  which  had 
already  been  fruitful  of  evil  results  and  was  likely  to 
produce  more.  Had  not  her  mission  in  life,  perhaps, 
been  to  do  that  ver/  thing?  It  was  not  wholly  un- 
natural that  a  girl  so  much  left  to  solitary  meditation 
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ihould  aik  benelf  luch  a  quettion ;  but  Hden'i  aound 
seme  bad,  thui  far,  always  pnaerved  ber  from  amwering 
it  in  tbe  affirmative.  There  were  many  otber  visible 
reaaoiu  for  ber  existence.  However,  tbe  rendering  of 
awittanoe  in  re«pon«e  to  Newbridge's  lignab  of  distress 
seemed  to  be  one  of  tbem. 

"  Did  you  ever  know  me  refuse  to  lend  you  a  band  ? " 
sbe  asked.  "  Fll  do  my  best ;  nobody  can  do  more. 
Not  that  I  believe  for  one  moment  that  you  are  going 
to  be  good." 

"  Well,  Tm  like  you ;  I  can't  do  more  than  I  can. 
But  Fm  going  to  be  as  good  as  some  of  my  neighbours, 
and  better  than  most  of  them." 

"  You  have  such  a  deplorable  set  of  neighbours ! " 

"That's  what  I  say.  It's  a  naughty  world,  and 
really,  taking  them  all  round,  the  women  are  a  lot  worse 
than  tbe  men.  We  should  run  straight  enough  if  they'd 
only  leave  us  alone." 

"  What  about  leaving  them  alone  P " 

"Just  what  Fm  trying  to  do;  only  it  isn't  so 
awfully  easy,  you  know.  One  reason  why  Fm  here 
today  is  that  I  wanted  to  give  a  certain  person  tbe 
dip." 

He  proceeded  to  specify  tbe  certain  person  by  name, 
entering,  without  apology  or  embarrassment  into  details 
which  used  not  to  be  considered  suitable  for  the  ears  of 
unmarried  ladies.  But  it  was  bis  habit  to  be  very 
frank  in  regard  to  such  matters  with  Helen,  who  indeed 
knew  what  everybody  at  that  time  (except,  perchance. 
Lord  Lfvemock'*  knew,  and  who,  although  holding 
herself  leagues  ..iwrt  fit)m  the  circles  which  Newbridge 
frequented,  was  neither  old-feghioned  nor  prudish. 
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"TUVi  the  way  the  numey  goee,"  wu  her  only  oom- 
ment  upon  hit  namtive. 

"Some  of  it;  not  aU.  And,  ••  I  teU  you,  Tm 
chucking  her.    She'«  a  regular  bad  lot" 

That  the  lady  in  queition  wai  what  he  called  her 
nobody  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  her  intimacy 
would  have  been  likely  to  dispute!  yet  many  of  them 
might  have  thought  that  by  speaking  of  her  in  such 
terms  to  another  woman  he  brought  himself  into  the 
»ame  condemnation.  There  were  moments  when,  from 
some  ctx!ult  cause,  Newbridge,  well  bom,  the  inheritor 
of  high  traditions  and  refined  in  personal  aspect,  showed 
himself  to  be  not  altogether  a  gentleman.  It  was 
periiaps  more  on  that  account  than  on  any  other  that 
his  cousin  had  felt  marriage  with  him  U.  be  out  oi  the 
question  for  her. 

She  parted  from  him  at  the  main  entrance  of  the 
house  and  went  straight  upstairs  to  discharge  her 
mission,  while  he  strolled  round  to  the  stables.  They 
did  not  meet  again  until  just  be*Xre  the  dinner  hour, 
when  she  joined  him  in  the  Ubrary,  holding  between  he: 
finger  and  thumb  an  oblong  strip  of  paper  which  she 
handed  to  him  silently. 

"  By  Jove ! "  exclaimed  the  young  man,  with  bright- 
ened eyes,  after  a  rapid  examination  of  it,  "you  are  a 
brick,  Helen  !  I  never  expected  to  get  more  than  half 
What  did  he  say?" 

Helen  was  looking  a  little  tired.  "A  good  many 
things  which  there  wouldn't  be  much  use  in  my 
repeating,"  she  answered;  "and  the  worst  of  it  is  that 
nearly  all  of  them  were  true.    It  doesn't  very  much 
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mattar  what  be  laid,  Rioce  you  have  got 
wanted,  doM  it?" 

Apparently  it  did  not  m>ich  matter  to  Newbridge 
what  (he  laid  either ;  for  he  accepted  this  rather  unlcind 
speech  without  any  show  of  resentment,  and,  formal 
announcement  being  then  made  that  dinner  was  served, 
the  subject  dropped. 

Dinner  at  Lavemock  House  was  alwajni  a  formal, 
stately  function,  even  when,  as  was  usually  the  case, 
only  two  persons  sat  down  to  partake  of  it.  Helen, 
under  whose  rule  the  establishment  had  been  drilled  to 
a  high  state  of  perfection,  had  long  ago  realised  the 
danger  of  allowing  discipline  to  be  relaxed,  and  if  a 
score  of  guests  had  been  sprung  upon  her  at  a  few  hours' 
notice,  nothing  would  have  been  wanting  to  their 
comfort. 

"  I  must  say,"  Newbridge  remarked  appreciatively,  as 
he  lighted  his  cigarette  after  dessert,  "  that  things  are 
jolly  well  done  here.  I  don't  know  a  house  in  England 
where  they're  better  done." 

"Then,"  returned  his  cousin,  "perhaps  you  will  pay 
us  the  compliment  of  staying  a  little  longer  than  you 
generally  do." 

"  Oh,  Fm  a&aid  I  must  be  off  tomorrow  morning." 

"  Without  seeing  your  father  ?  " 

The  young  man's  face  fell.  "  I'll  see  him  if  you  like ; 
but  what's  the  good  ?  Did  he  say  he  wanted  to  see 
me?" 

Lord  Lavemock  had  expressed  no  such  wish — never 
did  express  any  such  wish.  The  most  hopeless  feature 
in  the  alienation  of  the  father  and  son  was  that  neither 
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anj  longer  affected  to  desire  meetings  which,  to  be  sore, 
were  seldom  productive  of  anything  but  gaU  and  bitter- 
ness. Without  answering  the  question  put  to  her, 
Helen  said  : 

"You  might  like  just  to  teU  him  that  you're 
grateful" 

"I  shouldn't  Ukc  it  a  bit.  Of  course  I  mi^t  teU 
him  so ;  only  he  wouldn't  believe  it,  and  it  wouldn't  be 
true  either." 

Newbridge  smoked  in  silence  for  a  minute  before 
adding,  "But  that  doesn't  mean  that  Tm  not  awfully 
grateful  to  you,  Helen." 

"  So  much  so  that  you  would  do  me  a  small  favour  if 
I  asked  you  f  " 

"Anything  in  the  world  that  I  can  do  for  you,  my 
dear!"  '     '     ' 

"Drop  betting  and  gambling,  then.  You  yourself  say 
that  you  invariably  lose.  And  it  isn't  a  case  for  half 
measures.  You  are  like  one  of  my  poor  viUage  tipplers ; 
with  you  it  must  be  total  abstention  or  nothing." 

Newbridge  was  much  amused.  "So  that's  your  notion 
of  a  smaU  favour,  eh  ?  Now  look  here,  Helen,  Tm  sure 
you  wouldn't  be  so  immoral  as  to  advise  any  man  to 
take  the  pledge  if  you  knew  he  was  bound  to  break  it. 
Very  well,  I  wont  make  a  promise  which  it  would  be  a 
thousand  to  one  against  my  keeping.  That's  honest, 
anyhow." 

The  girl  sighed.  "You  will  have  a  great  drj  of 
money  some  day,  Newbridge,"  said  she;  "but  dnless 
somebody  saves  you  from  yourself,  you  wiU  end  in  ruin 
all  the  same." 

« I  shouldn't  be  surprised.    And  perhaps,  when  I  do. 
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youTl  be  sorry  that  jra,  who  inij^t  have  saved  me, 
wouldn't  There's  a  nasty  thing  '.a  say ! — and  I  don't 
want  to  be  nasty.  Come  out  into  the  garden ;  it's  a 
ripping  night.  We'U  look  at  the  stars  and  smell  the 
flowers  and  make  believe  that  we're  little  innocents 
again,  as  we  were  once  upon  a  time." 


CHAPTER  m 
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"My  dear  child,"  said  Lord  Lavemock,  "you  need 
not  trouble  yourself  to  make  excuses  for  him ;  I  am 
sure  he  would  not  think  them  necessary.  He  comes 
here  for  a  certain  purpose.  Having  attained  his  object 
—a  little  more  easily  than  he  expected,  perhaps— he 
naturaUy  takes  to  his  heels.  Quite  characteristic  and 
quite  consistent." 

Lord  Lavemock,  who  made  bold  to  think  that  he 
himself  was  consistent  if  he  was  anything,  could  manage 
to  reconcile  sincere  relief  at  his  son's  departure  with  an 
aggrieved  sense  of  the  latter's  cynicism  in  having  so 
promptly  and  silently  departed. 

"Don't  you  think  people  are  often  apt  to  seem 
ungracious  when  the  truth  is  that  they  are  rather 
ashamed  of  themselves?"  Helen  suggested. 

"  It  may  be  so ;  although  I  cannot  recall  a  single 
occasion  on  which  Newbridge  has  shown  any  sign  of 
shame.  Moral  cowardice,  yes ;  it  is  highly  probable 
that  he  would  prefer  appearing  ungracious  to  hearing 
the  home  truths  which  he  would  have  had  to  hear  if  he 
had  seen  fit  to  thank  me.  After  aU,  I  daresay  he 
realised  that  I  was  not  the  person  to  whom  gratitude 


BANISHMENT 
Perhaps  he  had  the    manners 


to 


29 
thank 


was  due 

you?" 
«  Oh,  yes,"  answered  Helen,  with  a  sigh,  «  he  thanked 

me.     He  was  more  like  his  old  self  last  night  than  I 

have  seen  him  for  a  long  time.    There  is  a  ^reat  deal 

of  good  in  him,  you  know." 
"  Well,  my  dear,"  said  Lord  Lavemock,  smiling  and 

patting  his  niece's  hand,  "  I  am  glad  you  think  so." 
He,  for  his  part,  could  not  think  so ;  and  that  he 

should  still  have  a  hankering  after  a  project  of  marriage 

which  had   completely  broken   down   may  have   been 

another    instance    of   his    unconscious    inconsistency. 

However,  it  must  be  said  for  him  that  he  had  cherished 
that  project  in  his  heart  for  many  years  before  mention 
of  it  had  passed  his  lips.     The  drawbacks  to  it  were, 
palpable  enough,  no  doubt ;  but  the  advantages  were 
in  his  view,  even  more  so.     Helen  had  always  had  con- 
siderable power  over  Newbridge;    if  anybody  could 
convert  that  sow's  ear  into  a  silk  purse,  she  could ;  she, 
if  anybody,  could  restrain  him  from  playing  the  mischief 
with  a  fine  property  of  which  she  held  the  manifold 
strings  in  her  slim,  capable  fingers.     Moreover— and 
this  was  what  weighed  most  with  the  old  man— by  be- 
coming her  cousin's  wife  she  would  be  spared  the  wrench 
and  sorrow  of  eviction.     Lord  Lavemock  was  now  a 
very  old  man.     Stfll  active  for  his  years,  and  able,  in  the 
intervals  of  gout  and  bronchitis,  to  enjoy  a  ride  on  a 
quiet  cob;   but  growing  more  and  more  infirm,  and 
under  no  illusion  as  to  his  slackening  hold  upon  life. 
It  was  not  surprising  that  he  should  be  troubled  and 
aniious  about  Helen's  fiiture ;  scarcely  surprising  either 
that  her  reason  for  rejecting  Newbridge  should  strike 
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him  <u  insufficient.     When    one  ha.    lived    between 
seventy  and  eighty  years  i„  a  fickle  world,  it  is  difficult 
to  regard  being  "  in  love  "  as  the  factor  of  overwhehn- 
ing  import  m  human  careers  which  it  unquestionably  is. 
Meanwhile    he  not   miwillingly  shelved  a    suWect 
which,  as  he  had  wisdom  enough  to  perceive,  was  best 
left  upon  the  knees  of  the  gods.     Helen  and  he  had 
two  tranquil,  pleasant  months  together,  pottering  about 
the  estate,  as  was  their  wont,  busying  themselves  with 
the  local  events  and  episodes  which  interested  them 
and  entirely  satisfied,  as  they  always  were,  with  one 
another  s  company.     A  certain  number  of  guests  had  to 
be  mvited  for  the  partridge  shooting ;  but  these,  pre- 
senting themselves  in  successive  batches  and  remaiiLr 
but  a  few  days  in  a  house  which-sport  apart-^ffi«d 
no  attractions  to  the  gaily  inclined,  scarcely  arrived  at 
he:ng  a  nmsance.     Helen  knew  just  what  to  do  with 
them  and  how  to  prevent  them  from  interfering  with 
her    uncles    methodical    habits.     But    with    October 
^me  trouble,  or  distant  echoes  and  rumours  of  it. 
Helen  did  not  quite  understand  why  there  should  have 
been  such  a  fuss  because  a  mare  of  Newbridge's,  starting 
at  an  outside  price,  had  won  an  important  «ce  at  Ne^ 
market.     "Do  not  outsiders  often  win  races  ?  "  she  asked. 
But  Lord  Lavemock,  somewhat  better  informed,  was 
terribly    upset.     Certain  offensive   comments    in    the 
sporting  papers  he  might  have  disregarded ;  but  he  felt 
It  as  nothing  short  of  «  personal  disgrace  and  humiliation 
that  his  son  should  have  been  requested  by  the  steward, 
of  the  Jockey  Club  to  explain  thermming  of  the  animal 
mquestion     Perhaps  he  attached  an  ewggemted  signifi- 
cance to  the  incident.     The  stewari^at  ad   e^.. 
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ezpre«ed  themselves  satisfied,  and  that  might  have  been 
eno^h  for  most  p«,ple.     But  it  was  not  It  T~l 
for  Lord  Lavemock,  who  declared  that  he  h«T  I 
dreaded  something  of  this  sort.  ^  ^""^ 

"  Yes,  yes,  I  know  he  has  been  whitewashed  •  tJ,.*  • 

warned  ofF  Newmarket  heath  "  ^  "°*  ^ 

«.t  no  other  P^L^^^Z^^J^^^'r/ 
honest  owne«,  and  he  hardly  disguis^  h^bl:;,^^' 
J^ht  to  have  been  inflicted  u^n  Newb^^:'    H 
l>«ped  upon  the  topic  and  fretted  over  it  untf  HeW 
was  almost  glad  to  receive  «  ™n,  "*'*" 

LadyEli^ca^a^BTrlT   I    '**''='•  "^"t  "Ppeal  from 

I  wish  you  wouldn't  mind  running  up  for  a  niirht 
I  am  afraid  your  uncle  will  cet  inf„  .  ^  V    V^*'*- 
about    this    [i™«.,e    hi::fnef   f'^LSj    -""J 
although  of  c„u«e  he  wouldn't  pay  the  1^1," 
weT^"*  /  told  him,  he  mi^'uZ^Ty^';: 

£■"    *'  "^^  "  "^  °f  tl'^  P°t  calling  Z  ket«e 
residence  was  situated  ^°''  *°*° 

them   to   be  L*^r  *°  T  "'''=^°'"  *"  ^P-* 
t*  the    same    animals  on    different    dates. 
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According  to  the  papers,  Newbridge  has  quite  cleared 
himself " 

"  Grood  gracious ! "  interrupted  her  a<int,  "  you  don't 
suppose  I  wanted  to  talk  to  you  about  *hat  old  stoiy, 
do  you  ?  I  took  it  for  granted  that  you  would  have 
heard  of  the  divorce  suit  which  is  just  coming  on ;  but 
it  passes  belief,  the  way  you  and  your  uncle  contrive 
not  to  hear  of  things !  You  have  never  so  much  as 
heard  of  that  beast  of  a  woman  the  respondent,  I 
daresay." 

But  Helen's  ignorance  and  detachment  were  less 
absolute  than  that.  She  could  form  an  accurate  guess 
at  the  respondent's  identity,  and  concurred  in  JLady 
Elizabeth's  definition  of  her.  Nor  did  it  svoprise  her 
to  learn  that  in  the  forthcoming  trial  there  might 
easily  have  been  half-a-dozen  co-respondents,  instead  of 
one. 

"  It's  dreadful  bad  luck  for  poor  Newbridge  to  be  made 
the  scapegoat,"  Lady  Elizabetb  went  on,  in  an  irritated 
tone  of  voice ;  "  but,  since  he  is  to  be  victimised,  I  really 
think  it  would  be  better  not  to  attempt  any  defence. 
The  less  mud  he  stirs  up  the  sooner  the  whole  thing 
will  be  forgotten." 

There  was,  it  appeared,  a  large  supply  of  available 
mud.  There  were  also  a  great  many  persons  who 
deserved  bespattmng,  yet  whose  public  discomfiture 
could  avail  Newbridge  nothing.  Lady  Elizabeth  who 
had  a  weakness  for  her  nephew,  took  the  view  which  a 
good-natured,  tolerant  woman  of  the  world  generally 
does  take  of  such  imbroglios.  She  was  very  sorry  for 
the  poor,  dear  fellow,  very  angry  with  the  peccant  lady, 
still  more  angry  with  the  lady's  hitherto  quiescent 
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husbaad,  but  above  all  things  anxious  to  avert  a 
protracted,  sensatic  jal  case.  Could  not  Helen  persuade 
her  cousm  to  give  up  the  idea  of  defending  it  ? 

"What  I  am  thinking  of  is  the  effect  upon  your 
unde.  He's  safe  to  get  into  a  rage  about  it,  whatever 
happens ;  that  we  can't  help.  Only  if  details  are  to  be 
gone  into,  there's  no  teUing  what  he  may  not  say  or  do. 
And  Newbridge,  in  his  own  way,  is  just  as  obstinate  and 
tu-esome  as  his  father.  He  will  be  dining  here  tonight ; 
do  give  him  some  sound  advice ! " 

It  was  for  this  purpose,  then,  that  Helen  had  been 
summoned.  She  was  not  unwilling  to  lend  heraclf  to  it, 
although  she  at  once  perceived  a  possible  difficulty  to 
which  her  aunt  had  mado  no  aUusion.  Would  the 
accused  lady  consent  to  a  course  which  must  finally 
demolish  what  remained  of  her  reputation  ? 

"Oh,  **«;"  returned  Lady  Elizabeth,  with  ineffable 
disdain ;  "yes,  she'll  consent  fAt  enough.  She  hasn't 
a  leg  to  stand  upon.  The  most  she  can  hope  for  is 
money  compensation,  and  the  less  said  about  her  in 
pubhc  the  more  liberally  your  uncle  is  likely  to  treat 
her.    She  has  the  wit  to  see  that,  I  suspect." 

So  when  she  met  her  cousin  that  evening,  Helen 
comiselled  him  in  the  desired  sense,  with  the  result  that 
he  grimaced,  hoisted  up  his  shoulders  and  said  : 

"Anything  to  oblige !  I  daresay  you're  right ;  I  dare- 
say Its  the  most  economical  plan.  Personally,  I  don't 
rare  two  straws,  one  way  or  the  other ;  only  I  didn't  see 
the  force  of  caving  in  to  save  other  people's  characters. 
My  own,  of  course,  is  past  praying  for." 

It  was,  perhaps,  past  redemption  in  Helen's  eyes, 
although  this  particular  scrape  of  his  did  not  strike  her 
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as  a  very  bad  one.  Like  Lady  Elizabeth,  ahe  held  the 
woman  chiefly,  if  not  solely,  to  blame;  like  Lady 
Elizabeth,  too,  she  was  anxious  to  spare  her  uncln,  as 
fiir  as  might  be,  what  he  was  certain  to  consider  a 
family  degradation.  The  system  of  ethics  which  has 
for  its  first  and  great  commandment,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
suffer  thy  vices  to  be  exposed  in  the  newspapers,''  had 
never  been  adopted  by  Lord  Lavemock,  whose  moral 
code  was  of  a  much  more  rigid  order ;  yet  it  was  true 
enough  that  the  voice  of  the  daily  press  had  for  him  an 
importance  somewhat  beyond  its  intrinsic  deserts. 
"  Comes  of  having  once  been  a  Whig  statesman,"  his 
sister  would  scornfully  remark.  "  It's  a  tradition  with 
those  people  to  cringe  to  public  opinion,  instead  of 
forming  it,  as  we  do  on  our  side." 

Well,  even  the  great  educator  of  the  Tory  party,  had 
he  condescended  to  such  small  matters,  could  scarcely 
have  altered  the  opinion  which  the  British  public  in- 
variably forms  of  the  co-respondent  in  a  divorce  case. 
Still,  there  are  degrees.  Broadly  speaking,  it  is  ex- 
pected of  a  man  thus  unhappily  placed  that  he  shall 
not  hesitate  to  perjure  himself,  and  when  he  does  so 
hesitate,  enhanced  respect  is  not  likely  to  be  his  reward. 
That  aspect  of  the  situation  may  not  have  presented 
itself  to  Lady  Elizabeth  Barton,  but  Helen,  after 
listening  to  some  avowals  from  Newbridge  of  which  the 
frankness  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  proved  her  dissim- 
ilarity to  the  British  public  at  large  by  pointing  out 
that  what  he  had  told  her  left  him  no  option  but  to  act 
as  he  was  advised.  She  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible 
for  a  gentleman  to  swear  to  a  lie. 

"Oh,  I'm  prepared  to  take  either  line,"  Newbridge 
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owned,  laughing.  « I  cant  rwdly  choose  at  aU.  lean 
only  suggest  that  the  thing  should  be  allowed  to  go 
undefended,  and  I  f,  ncy  tUe  suggestion  will  find  favour. 
If  it  doesn't,  I  can't  help  it" 

Lady  Elizabeth   was  very  well  satisfied  with   that 
attitude,  which  seemed  to  her  absolutely  correct.     She 
had  httle  control  over  her  nephew,  with  whose  uncertain 
temper  and  frequent  petulance  she  found  it  difficult  to 
deal ;  so  that  she  was  all  the  more  grateful  to  Helen  for 
having  brought  him  to  a   reasonable   frama  of  mind. 
Helen,  she  had  noticed,  always  could  and  always  did 
bring  him  to  reason.     It  was  a  thousand  pities  that  a 
match  which  had  so  much  to  recommend  it  should  have 
miscarried.     However,    if    Newbridge     was    hard    to 
control,  Helen  was  impossible.    The  only  thing  to  be 
done  was  to  utilise  the  girl  for  such  good  objects  as  she 
would  agree  to  further,  and  of  these,  to  do  her  justice, 
there  were  not  a  few. 

To  keep  the  peace  between  her  uncle  and  her  cousin 
was  an  object  to  which  Helen  was  ever  ready  to  devote 
her  best  energies ;  but  in  this  instance  she  could  not  do 
a  great  deal,  because  Lord  Lavemock  was  antiquated 
enough  to  deem  breaches  of  the  seventh  commandment 
unfat  for  mention  or  discussion  by  unmarried  women. 
Therefore,  when  the  news  of  his  son's  latest  escapade 
came  to  his  ears,  he  was  not  only  very  angty  but  alarm- 
ingly reticent.  Helen's  tentative  plea  of  extenuating 
circumstances  brought  down  upon  her  the  nearest 
approad,  to  a  snub  of  which  her  uncle  was  capable 
where  she  was  concerned. 

"I  must  beg  yovt  to  say  no  more,  my  dear.    You  know 
many  ftings,  but  upon  matters  of  this  sort  you  are,  and 
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muit  be,  completely  ignorant,  thank  God !  You  evi- 
dently  do  not  unden'  nd  that  what  has  happened  can 
only  mean  imepanble  diaaster  for  Newbridge,  quite 
apart  from  any  personal  annoyance  or  diagust  that  it 
may  cauK->  me." 

She  certainly  did  not  undentand  that ;  nor  did  Lady 
Elisabeth ;  least  of  all  did  Newbridge  himself.  The 
latter,  to  be  sure,  did  know  that  certain  impudent 
demands  would  be  made  upon  him ;  but  he  had  no 
intention  whatsoever  of  complying  with  them,  no 
faintest  suspicion  that  his  father,  of  all  people  in  the 
world,  wuuM  hold  him  bound  to  do  so.  When  the 
decree  .lis:  had  been  pronounced,  after  a  brief  bearing 
which  sadly  disappointed  the  curious,  he  travelled  down 
to  Lavemock,  in  obedience  to  imperative  orders,  and, 
as  usual,  contrived  to  see  Helen  before  facing  the  more 
formidable  interview  which  could  not  be  evaded  this 
time. 

"What's  the  weather  forecast?"  he  jocularly  in- 
quired. "Any  signs  of  an  approaching  cyclonic  dis- 
turbance?" 

"I  hardly  know  what  to  make  of  him,"  Helen 
confessed  somewhat  uneasily.  "He  has  said  almost 
nothing,  but  he  looks  very  grave  and  worried." 

"  Dull,  with  a  threatening  appearance  and  a  fidling 
glass,  eh  ?  ThereTl  be  a  whole  gale,  I  expect.  Well, 
it's  true  that  I'm  here  to  raise  the  wind." 

I/jrd  Lavemock,  seated  at  a  massive  writing-table  in 

the  library,  rose  slowly,  when  his  son  and  heir  was 

shown  into  his  presuice,  and  pointed  to  a  chair  facing 

him. 

"Painful  and  disagreeable  things,"  he  began,  "are 
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bert  laid  in  m  few  worda  ai  may  be.    I  had  already 
heard  something  of  the  character  mid  antecedent!  of 
Uii.— perron   whose  hiuband  you  have  compeUed  to 
divorce  her,  and  further  inquiries  which  I  have  recently 
made  have  more  than  confirmed  the  very  bad  impression 
that  I  had  formed  of  her.     I  am  sony  to  be  obliged  to 
teU  you  that  I  can  never  receive  her  here  or  elsewhere  " 
A  fugitive  mental  picture  of  his  father  receiving  the 
lady  aUuded    to    brought   an    involuntary   smUe    to 
Newbridge's  lips  which  he  hastened  to  smooth  away 
with   his   hand.     MVhat  do  you   take  me   for?"  he 
protested.     «  Need  I  say  that  I  never  dreamt  of  askinij 
you  to  q«ak  to  her  ?    I  should  as  soon  think  of  asking 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  meet  her  at  tea." 

Lord  Lavemock  surveyed  the  speaker  grimly.  He 
detested  levity;  but  he  was  aware  that  his  son  had  a 
smaU  vocabulary  and  limited  methods  of  rendering 
himself  articulate.  It  was  something,  at  any  mte,  that 
the  justice  and  necessity  of  an  irrevocable  decision 
should  be  recognised;  so  he  proceeded,  in  slightly 
milder  accents:  "     ' 

"I  fear  I  must  add  that  the  prohibition  will  have  to 
apply  also  to  you." 

"Do  you  mean  that  you  forbid  me  the  house?" 
asked  Newbridge,  staring. 

«  What  else  can  I  do  ?  "  his  father  inquired.  «'  Most 
men  I  should  imagine,  would  not  care  to  enter  a  house 
which  was  closed  against  their  wives." 

"Oh,  I  see !    But  it  isn't  so  bad  as  that,  you'U  be 

glad  to  hear.    Of  course  Tm  not  going  to  many  the 
woman."  °      o  /   v^c 

"  The  woman  expects  you  to  marry  her,  I  presume  ?  " 
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u  She  hu  the  cheek  to  My  aa  I  dont  loppoM  that 
in  reJity  ihe  expecU  anything  of  the  lort  She  ha«nt 
the  gho«t  of  a  caae — no  proiniae,  written  or  verbal.  In 
■hort,  I  ihould  aay  that  ahe  could  be  aquared  for  a  few 
thouiands.  Say  five  thoiuand.  That  would  be  doing 
her  handsomely." 

Lord  Ijivemock's  ezptewion  of  mingled  repugnance 
and  incredulity  might  have  interested  or  amused  a 
physiognomist  It  said  veiy  little  to  his  son,  who 
misintnpreted  it  so  completely  as  to  add : 

"  Five  thousand  sounds  ratiier  a  lot,  I  know ;  but  I 
fency  you'^  rather  pay  up  than  have  a  row,  wouldn't 
you?" 

"  Are  you  inviting  me,"  Lord  Lavemock  asked,  in  a 
voice  like  the  growling  of  distant  thunder,  "  to  release 
you  by  a  money  payment  from  the  most  elementary 
obligation  of  honour  ?  If  so,  you  demand  what  neither 
I  nor  any  other  human  being  can  give  you.  You  must 
marry  the  woman  whom  you  have  ruined  ;  there  is  no 
possible  way  of  escape  from  that  necessity." 

He  really  thought  so.  The  yoimg  man's  irrepressible 
outburst  of  laughter  shocked  and  angered  him,  but  no 
more  caused  him  to  change  his  mind  than  did  an 
ironical  request  for  his  definition  of  ruin  in  that  con- 
nection. As  he  saw  things,  the  character  of  the  lady 
was  altogether  irrelevant  to  the  issue.  Ill  fortune  for 
the  man  who  had  chanced  to  be  selected  as  co-respon- 
dent ?  Possibly ;  but  one  must  accept  the  recognised 
and  traditional  consequences  of  one's  actions,  whether 
one  relishes  them  or  not.  It  was  vain  to  represent  to 
Lord  Lavemock  that  there  are  exceptions  to  every  rule ; 
there  are,  on  the  contrary,  he  said,  several  rules  which 
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h«Te  none.  An  altercation  enaued,  in  the  coune  of 
which  the  young  man's  temper  got  the  better  alike 
of  hit  prudence  and  hi»  feant. 

"  No,  I  don't,"  he  declared  at  length,  in  answer  to  a 
point-blank  question  of  whether  he  meant  to  "  do  his 
duty"  or  not.  "I  am  not  going  to  behave  like  a 
lunatic— and,  what's  more,  you  can't  make  me." 

There  was  a  pause  of  perhaps  a  minute ;  after  which 
Lord  Lavemock  stood  up. 

"Then,"  he  announced,  "I  have  done  with  you.  I 
cannot,  as  you  truly  say,  make  you  behave  like  a  man 
of  honour ;  I  cannot  prevent  you  from  disgracing  your 
name  and  mine.  But  I  can,  and  do,  forbid  you  to  show 
your  face  here  again  while  I  live." 

"You're  rather  difficult  to  please,"  observed  New- 
bridge,  with  a  sneer.  "I'm  forbidden  the  house  if  I 
marry,  and  forbidden  it  if  1  don't.  Well,  at  least  that 
leaves  me  free  to  take  my  choice." 

"  You  have  made  it,  as  I  gather.  I  have  nothing 
further  to  add,  except  that  the  pecuniary  claim  of  which 
you  spoke  just  now  shall  be  met  on  my  receiving  an 
intimation  from  my  lawyers  that  it  will  be  accepted.  I 
shall  be  obliged  if  you  yourself  will  in  future  address 
me— should  you  have  occasion  to  do  so — through  the 
same  channel.  Letters  in  your  handwriting,  sent  directly 
to  me,  will  be  returned  unopened." 

Now  it  is  probable  that  most  people  would  consider 
this  rather  hard  measure.  As  a  fact,  most  people  did 
so  consider  it.  Certainly  traditions  of  the  nature 
specified  by  Lord  Lavemock  do  exist ;  but  if  ever  there 
was  an  instance  in  which  departure  from  them  appeared 
to  be  justified,  this  was  one.     In  the  sequel,  Newbridge 
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w«  not^imivenalljr  cut,  a.  his  father  h«l  ftlly  expected 
him  to  be.  nor  m  the  Colonel  of  h«  battZnTS 
turn  to  send  in  his  papers.  To  the  latter  the  old  man 
-ctuaUy  wrote,  «ymg  thai  he  did  not  wid,  hi.  own 

^^V.  !  "^"^  ''^'^  •»«  ^  «»«lfi™d  to  hi. 
countay  (he  had  out-of-date  and  rather  pathetic  notion, 
respecfang  a.e  magnitude  of  both),  to  be  taken  into 
account  m  determining  the  treatment  to  be  meted  out 
to  his  son.     He  presumed  that  the  Colonel  would  aipee 
with  him  in  deeming  any  man  who  declined  to  makethe 
only  possible  reparation  to  a  woman  whom  he  had 
'^nged,  gudty  of  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman.^e  would,  therefore,  be  glad  to  hear  whether 
steps  had  been  taken,  or  were  about  to  be  taken,  to 
depnvehis  son  of  the  privilege  of  any  longer  wea^^r 
His  Majesty's  uniform.  ■'      "s  lug 

In  reply  to  the  above  Brutus-like  misdve.  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Julyan  presented  his  compliments  to  the  Earl  of 
I-veniock,  and  begged  to  say  that  he  had  not  felt  it  his 
duty  to  m«e  orsuggert  Viscount  Newbridge's  retirement 
6om  the  Army.  With  regard  to  the  general  auction 
nused  m  I^rd  Lavemock's  letter,  he  would  only  take 
leave  to  observe  that,  in  hi.  judgment,  the  principle  was 
not  one  of  mvanaUe  and  indi«mmimite  application 

Lord  I^vemock  thought  this  impertinent     He  al«, 
Mcertamed,  or  said  he  had  done  so.  that  Colonel  Julyan 

^"a  7!!^"  "T  °^^  """»^  ^''°  *°"ld  ^  "atumUy 
•md  discr^itably  m  sympathy  with  fellow  offender. 
However  that  i^ht  be,  his  own  course  wa.  perfecUy 
dear  to  him.  and  nothing  that  Helen  could  «nvaili 
to  divert  him  from  it  After  aU.  the  mere  &ct  that  h^ 
cwm  had  been  warned  off  premiss  which  he  so  very 
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addom  invaded  made  little  more  than  a  nominal  change 
in  the  position  of  affaire.  What  did  distress  her  was  that 
Newbridge  had  flung  out  of  the  house  in  a  pettish  rage, 
vowing  that  a  hypocritical  pretext  had  been  seized  upon 
to  get  rid  of  him,  and  adding  that  if,  after  th.S  he  went 
to  the  devil,  it  would  be  she  just  as  much  as  his  father 
who  would  have  driven  him  there.  She  wrote  to 
him  several  times,  but,  receiving  no  answer,  had  to 
comfort  herself  with  the  conviction  that  he  would  for- 
get his  wrath  and  come  back  to  her,  as  heretofore,  the 
next  time  he  found  himself  in  difficulties. 


CHAFfEH  IV 

XHB   IKHEKrrAirCK 

It  may  be  conjectured  that  Lord  Lavemock  felt  no 

great  respect  or  commiseration  for  the  lady  who  took 

his  money  with  avidity,  and  who  speedily  espoused  an 

admirer  more  scrupulous  or  less  capable  of  resistance 

than  Newbridge.     But  he  observed  that  two  blacks  do 

not  make  a  white,  and  begged  that  the  whole  affair 

might  bo  relegated  to  the  category  of  matters  judged. 

Perhaps  he  was  unjust ;    perhaps  (though  this  is  not 

likely)  he  knew  he  was.    In  either  case,  there  were 

reasons  for  leaving  him  in  peace,  the  first  and  chief  of 

which  was  that  he  was  perceptibly  failing.     AU  through 

the  winter  he  was  more  or  less  confined  to  his  room, 

and  although  he  seemed  to  revive  with  the  advent  of 

spring,  he  had  to  confess  himself  unable  any  longer  to 

mount  a  horse  or  walk  further  than  a  mile.     He  said 

nothing  about  the  usual  move  to  London,  and  Helen 

was  not  sorry  that  it  should  be  tacitly  abandoned ;  for 

she  had  been  dreading  some  chance  meeting  between 

him    and  his  son  which  could  only  have  served  to 

advertise  their  severance. 

The  shadow  of  her  impending  loss,  as  to  which  she 
made  no  attempt  to  deceive  herself,  lay  heavily  upon 
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her  during  the  long  summer  months  which  she  spent, 
with  scarcely  a  day's  intermission,  in  the  company  of 
the  (Ad  man  who  was  not  less  dear  to  her  than  she  was 
to  him.  From  her  childhood  up  she  had  been  solitary, 
and  had  never  repined  at  her  solitude,  or  thought  of 
herself  as  strangely  detached  irora  those  of  her  own 
generation.  But  now  that  her  one  friend  was  about  to 
leave  her,  there  came  to  her  for  the  first  time  that 
appalling  sense  of  being  quite  alone  which  most  of  us 
have  to  face  at  one  time  or  another  of  our  lives,  though 
few  at  so  early  a  period  as  she.  For  such  desokMon 
there  is  no  remedy,  unless  it  be  the  complete,  unaflected, 
unreserved  surrender  of  self,  and  Helen  Monk  was 
scarcely  of  those  who  can  find  their  happiness  in 
convents  or  in  devotion  to  the  human  race  at  large. 

She  was,  however,  an  unselfish  person  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  term,  and  she  proved  it  by  always 
exhibiting  a  cheerftd  countenance  to  the  old  man,  who 
was  himself  cheerful  and  contented  enough.  He  was 
not  definitely  ill ;  he  liked  the  sunshine,  liked  afternoon 
drives  with  Helen,  liked  her  to  read  the  papers  to  him 
in  the  evening,  and  often  dropped  off  to  sleep  while  she 
was  doing  so.  His  slowly  decaying  brain  refused  to 
occupy  itself  with  what  was  painful  or  distasteful ;  the 
small  details  of  daily  life  gave  it  as  much  as  it  could 
grasp.  Only  once  in  the  course  of  those  months  did  he 
refer  to  his  son,  a^ni  then  without  any  special  animosity. 

"An  extravagant,  incapable  fellow,  Newbridge,"  he 
said,  shaking  his  head.  «  Always  was  and  always  will 
be.  Vou  can't  trust  him  with  money— can't  trust  him. 
I  have  left  as  much  as  I  could  to  you,  my  dear ;  it  was 
the  only  safe  plan." 
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Then  he  aeemed  on  a  gudden  to  forget  the  subjeeL 
and  did  not  recur  to  it;  but  those  few  word,  of  hi^ 
spok^in  apparent  oblivion  of  ,«:ent  occurrences,  dls- 
qmeted  Helen  a  little.  Did  they  mean  that  he  had 
not  even  yet  relinquished  aU  hope  of  her  becoming 
Newbndges  wife?  She  would  have  liked  to  teU  iZ 
once  more  and  most  emphaticaUy  that  that  could  never 
be;  but  he  gave  her  no  opportunity. 

It  was  not  until  late  in  the  autumn  that  what  visibly 
am^^unced  itself  as  the  last  stage  began.  One  morning 
Lord  Lavemock  did  not  come  down  to  breakfast  Th^ 
was  noaiirg  serious  the  matter,  he  told  Helen ;  but  he 
a<«ented  withoiit  demur  to  the  suggestion  of  the  doctor, 
who  was  sent  for,  that  he  should  remain  quieUy  in  his 
own  room  for  the  present.  The  doctor  was  also  of 
opinion  that  there  was  nothing  serious  the  matter-yet 
"At  the  same  time,  we  have  to  remember  his  age 
and  bs  decreasing  vitality.  Pray  don't  imagine  that  I 
wish  to  alarm  you.  Miss  Monk ;  only  if  there  is  anybody 
whom  you  think  he  would  like  to  see;  any  new 
relation ^  ■' 

The  doctor  hesitated;  for  the  split  between  Lord 
i^mock  and  his  heir  was  no  secret  to  the  neighbour- 
hood. Helen,  however,  did  not  hesitate.  To  send  for 
the  banished  Newbridge  without  permission  was  im- 
possible ;  to  ask  permission  would  be  as  much  as  to  tell 
the  old  man  in  so  many  words  that  he  was  dying;  and 
this  she  could  not  bring  herself  to  do.  By  way  of 
compromise,  she  sent  for  Lady  Elizabeth  Bart^on,  who 
reached  the  house,  accompanied  by  her  husband 
twaity-four  hours  later,  and  who  quite  agreed  that 
so  long  as  there  was  no  imminent  danger,  the  best 
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plan  WM  to  ignore  the  patent  feet  that  there  soon 
would  be. 

.  "^""y^ing  wild  make  your  poor  dear  uncle  mere 
irreconcilable  than  he  is,  it  would  be  the  ider.  that  we 
wanted  to  thrust  a  death-bed  reconciliation  upon  him  " 
she  shrewdly  remarked. 

Lord  Lavemock  was  not  yet  confined  to  his  bed.nor  did 
he  seem  to  think  himself  confionted  by  death.  He  sat 
m  his  chair  by  the  fireside  all  day  long,  talking  little, 
complaming  of  no  pain  or  discomfort,  and  issuing 
occasional  orders  and  instructions  the  gist  of  which  he 
was  apt  to  forget  before  he  was  half  way  through  them 
His  physic^  outlasted  his  mental  powers,  and  at  length 
Helen  was  forced  to  that  saddest  of  all  admissions,  that 
virtual  death  had  come  while  life  persisted.  She  would 
gladly  have  got  rid  of  the  Bartons,  who  wanted  to  go 
and  who,  kind  as  they  meant  to  be,  evidently  could 
not  believe  that  an  event  so  inevitable  and  so  tardy  in 
Its  incidence  would  leave  her  disconsolate. 

"Of  course,  you  know,  my  dear  Helen,"  said  plump, 
rosy  Mr.  Barton,  "I  should  like  to  get  away  if  I 
could,  rm  rather  busy,  and-and  there's  no  telling 
how  long  this  may  go  on.  Still  I  quite  see  that 
somebody  o-ight  to  be  with  you  when-er-the  end 
comes. 

The  Right  Honourable  John  Barton  was  now 
Secretary  of  Sti-te  for  the  Colonies,  having  arrived  at 
that  digmty  after  many  years  of  devoted  service  to  his 
party.  He  was  a  safe,  sensible,  mediocre  man,  socially 
prominent  and  fairly  well  off,  though  not  quite  as  weU 
off  as  he  would  have  liked  to  be.  Perhaps  he  wondered 
whether  there  would  be  any  pickings  for  his  wife  when 
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« the  end  "  came.    If  Heaven  had  not  granted  HeW  a 

nngularly   serene  temper,  he  would   have  tried  her 

patience  a  good  deal  during  those  dark  days  when  he 

and  her  aunt  scarcely  concealed  their  own  lack  of  that 

quab'ty. 

«  No  change  f  "  Lady  Elizabeth  would  ask  expectantly 
at  breakfast  every  morning,  and  would  receive  the 
invariable  reply  with  a  sigh  which  was  almost  equivalent 
to  a  reproach. 

At  last,  however,  on  a  dull  November  day  the  change 
came.  There  was  now  no  question  as  to  the  advisability 
of  summoning  the  heir ;  for  Lord  Lavemock  had  Men 
into  unconsciousness  and  was  pronounced  to  be  sinking 
rapidly.  Helen  did  not  even  know  Newbridge's  where- 
abouts; but  his  aunt,  better  informed,  despatched  a 
tel^ram  to  the  house  in  Norfolk  where  he  was  at  that 
time  staying  as  one  of  a  large  shooting  party,  and  late 
fte  same  ni^t  he  arrived— only  to  learn  that  he  had 
been  Earl  of  Lavemock  for  three  hours  and  that  his 
instructions  with  regard  to  the  funeral  arrangements 
were  awaited. 

Hi$  instant  reply  was  that  Miss  Monk's  wishes  must 
be  consulted  as  to  that  and  everything  else.  Helen, 
pale,  but  quite  composed,  had  met  him  in  the  haU,  and 
soon  he  was  alone  with  her  in  what  had  been  his  father's 
study,  where  they  sat  down  and  surveyed  one  another 
for  a  moment  in  silence.  The  new  Loid  Lavemock  was 
evidently  nervous. 

«  You  won't  expect  me  to  say  that  I'm  grieved,"  he 
b^an,  with  a  half  laugh.  «  All  the  same,  this  has  given 
me  a  bit  of  a  knock.  I  wish  to  the  Lord  I  had 
known ! " 
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"  ^^  rjJ  ^7  """"  ''  y»"  ^  ^""^  that  he 
wa»  ill  ?"  asked  Helen  quickly. 

T  'T/H  ""'  '  ''°°'*  '"PI^  I  *''"ld  ha»e  done  that 

Muldl?  But  »omehow_it  sounds  absuni  to  say  ro 
thou^  It's  true-I  never  thought  of  his  dyinK.  He 
was  the  sort  of  tough  old  chap  who  might  have  gone 
on  hving,  m  spite  of  the  gcut,  for  ever." 

.. tIP  ^u.  ^  ^^"«  '"^  "«'"*^^''  »^d  Helen  sadly. 
« nu"!u  °^l'=«'"8y°» '"'»'' ;  but  then-I  doubtedf" 
T  ^  ,,  u  °*''^  "^  ^^  ^  *°'^''"'t  '"'^e  believed  you. 
Ididn  t  want  to^  him  any  more  than  he  wanted  to  see 
me^  The  last  tijme  we  parted  I  knew  weU  enough  that 
fo.^!!!!?***^' '""'"'*'  only.- I  »y.  I  didn't 

"  You  took  no  notice  of  my  lettera,"  Helen  resumed, 
by  way  of  e,cu«ng  herself.  Hen  she  went  on  to  ^y 
excu^s  for  the  dead  man.  "I  don't  think  he  was  3 
as  unforgiving  as  he  tried  to  make  himself  out ;  it  wi 
more  ttat  he  was  in  such  constant  dread  of  your  UtZ 
into  fiesh  trouble  and  that  he  fancied  ha^l^ess  S 
orJy  weapon  or  shield.  How  can  one  tell  what  Ts  in 
other  people's  hearts?  AU  I  know  is  that  the^  n t^ 
was  a  kinder  heart  than  his.  He  spoke  of  you  noti 
long  ago  with  a  sort  of  wistfUness,  iVseemed'^to  me." 

abouTft^r™"*?'  "°*  ^^'"«  ^"l'^-   He fidgetted 
about  the  room,  fiowning  and  gnawing  his  up3^ 

She  soon  had  to  recognise  that,  whatever  he  might 
^gret,  ,t  w^  not  the  lost  opportunity  to  make  Sds 

ri^ssip""^^--'^-™'''-^ 
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«  Well,"  he  olxerved  abnipUy,  «  what',  done  cant  be 
imdone.  Tve  come  into  my  own,  anyhow,  if  that',  a 
thing  to  be  glad  of."  «»».  a 

Helen  winced  inwardly,  but  not  ontwaidly.   It  would 
not,  Ae  8urmi«Ki,  take  a  great  deal  to  ertnmge  her 
cousin  from  her  permanently,  and  .uch  ertrangement 
!  ""determined  to  avert,  were  it  but  for  hi.  own 
wike     That  I  ■  would  want  her  help  and  advice  before 
very  long  Ae  did  not  doubt.    So  all  die  «ud  wa«  : 
"  It  is  a  splendid  inheritance." 
"Well,  I  don't  know  so  much  about  that.     There's 
plenty  of  splendour,  supposing  one  cared  for  that  M>rt 
of  thing ;  but  the  death  duties  will  be  pretty  heavy  I 
presume,  and  I  owe  a  devil  of  a  lot.     I  hope  I  get  a 
hberal  supply  of  cash,  that's  all ! "  '^       » 

In  spite  of  old  Lord  Lavemock's  statement-to  which. 

for  the  rest,  she  had  attached  onlya  limited  significance 

-Helen  took  it  for  granted  that  her  cousin  would  come 

mto  amj^e  available  funds.    Having  for  years  practicaUy 

controUed  her  unde's  local  affaira,  she  knew  that  he  had 

lived  weU  within  his  income   and    must    have  died 

extremely  rich.     What  it  had  never  entered  into  her 

head  to  imagine  was  that  he  had  deliberately  heaped 

up  nches  for  her  benefit  It  was,  therefore,  with  am.^      ' 

ment  and  dismay  that  she  listened  to  the  wiU  which  was 

read  aloud  by  Mr.  Blandford,  the  famUy  lawyer,  in  that 

same  room  a  few  days  later.    ITiere  were  numerous 

charitable  bequests ;  there  were  substantial,  if  not  very 

imposing,  legacies,  to  "my  sister  Elizabeth  Barton" 

and  others;    but    the  house  in  St.  James's  Square, 

together  with  the  entire  residue  of  the  pereonal^te 

was  devised  to  "  my  dear  niece  Helen  Monk  absolutely  " 
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He  ibnuture  at  Lavenuvlr  it™  ,    • 

downtothemort distant SU?"u"°*-*°°  '«^"' 
at  aU,  wa,  in  a  wwtirflT    ^•'        '  *^""'« "»""'« 

had  the  air  of  beinif  ashamed  of  ,7     j  ^^  ^'J"*' 

That  Helen  found  herself  a.  o~.*  i.  • 
most  unfeigned  regr^tlTiZfT^^    "'T  "^^  «»« 
Ae  said  little     m^      ^       ^'  '^^^^  although 

that  th  J  wi  litSl  r  °"  "°"  ^''''^  ^^  **  °°«' 
she  lu,e?wlt£r  ,  ,.'^*°^'«^''-  ^hethought 
intention  aitttwrf'"*^*'*"'  ^  '-"^ 

«bel-butThe  Ibl'Sew  [hl?::^  "!!,  ^*"»«>^  *» 
^  n^ign  her  inheritance  in  L?      ^  /^mediate  offer  to 

:  bid  for'gener£ir"!^!"^T --d  ^il^e  a  cheap 

and,  for  the  time  heW        , T^^^f  t""*'""  was  defined 

I  it  she  must  dS  JSf '  ^*^"' '  '""'  *°  ''-^  -th 

Week  (to  give  him  the  name  by  which  he  was 
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hencefortii  to  be  known),  behaved  better  than  might 

have  been  expected  of  him,  and  perhaps  better  than 

mort  men  would  have  behaved  in  hia  very  unenviable 

pli|^t 

"Rather  a  facer,"  he  frankly  admitted ;  "but  that's 
what  it  was  meant  to  be,  I  suppose.  Relieves  me  of 
all  obligation  to  resign  my  commission  and  live  down 
here,  anyhow— which  is  something.  Of  coune  I  shall 
have  to  let  the  place.  Now,  Helen,  what  oilers?  I 
should  think  you  could  very  well  afford  to  be  my  tenant 
and  pay  me  a  decent  rent" 

Mr.  Blandford,  on  being  consulted,  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  tiutt  such  an  arrangement  would  not  be  beyond 
the  compass  of  Miss  Monk's  means,  althou^  he  was 
unable,  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment,  to  give  precise 
figures.  Mr.  Blandford  probably  divined  what  was 
beginning  to  dawn  upon  Mr.  Barton,  what  had  instantly 
struck  Lady  Elizabeth,  and  what  Helen  heraelf  would 
fain  have  doubted,  but  could  not.  Supposing  that  the 
late  Lord  Lavemock  had  desired  to  safi^puurd  the  future 
and  yet  refrain  from  punishing  his  heir  more  severely 

than  was  necessary,  the  measure  which  he  had  taken 

aided  by  the  provisions  of  the  Married  Women's 
Property  Act— was  not  so  badly  imagined.  It  depended 
for  its  success,  to  be  sure,  upon  the  willingness  of  two 
young  people  who  had  been  very  nearly  engaged  once 
upon  a  time  o  revert  to  bygone  conditions ;  but  was 
there  any  valid  reason  in  the  world  why  they  should  not 
so  revert?  Lady  Elizabeth,  at  all  events,  could  see 
none.  She  was  even  ill-advised  enough  to  speak  to  her 
niece  upon  the  subject  that  evening. 

"  At  the  first  moment  one  was  a  little  bit  shocked ; 
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but  now  on.  ««  U»t  eve^thing  «„  b.  «lj«ted  quite 
«MUy,  «d  redly  it'.  j„.t  «  weU  that  the  poor  Z 
Aodd  b.  p^veuted  from  pkying  Juck.andd^«lS 

^K  do«„t  follow  that  I  Aould  be  forced  to  many 

"  My  dear,  nobody  can  force  you  to  marry  him  and  I 
am  «^„„body  wiU  fy;  but  /should  think' y^'w^' 

vr'^iiTlS  .'''^**  '"'"'  y^  '«"'  I  feel  "bout  it.  Aunt 
Eh«.beth.Nnterrupted  Helen,  in  that  quietly  «»1^ 

«.ttout  my  con^nt  and  very  much  agai^t  my  wish.  I 
perfectly  mderstend  it ,  so  that  talking  about  it  won't 
tdpormfluenoemeatalL   I  must  have  tim^lZ, 

hasn  t  proposed  to  me,  and  I  hope  he  won't." 

He  was  not  so  precipitately  audacious.  Before  be 
left,  the  next  morning,  she  had  a  short  talk  S  him 
m  wh,ch  he  not  oriy  made  no  proposal  butemlticS,, 
deehned  one  which  she  had  tho^  that  she  mS^ 
under  tte  creumstances,  venture  to  put  forwarf.  *  ' 
th»t       ^  P^?^  !-thanks,  aU  the  same.  Pm  anything 

TT    :i   ^'°  '^  '  '"'^  "^  'l°°«'  there  ought  to  be 
a  considerable  income  arising  out  of  the  XT    I 

^  be^pretty  much  the  same  thing  to  me  if  I  d^t. 
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Thekrt  time  I WM  down  hen  I  told  tou  Iwaagoinff  to 
the  devil,  didnt  1  ?  Well,  it  loolu  to  me  ai  if  I  hrf 
unoommonly  nearly  got  then." 

« What  do  you  mean  f"  asked  Helen  apprehemivelT. 

He  laughed  and  ahrugged  bii  shouldew.  «  Oh,  never 
mind !  I  waa  a  bit  ruffled  then ;  I'm  not  ruffled  now. 
And  look  here,  Helen  ;  we're  friends  again,  aren't  we  ?" 

«  A«  if  I  had  ever  wanted  to  be  anything  else ! " 

"That's  all  right.  I  know  well  enough  that  you 
never  wanted  what  has  come  to  you,  and,  if  you'll  believe 
me,  I  don't  grudge  you  your  luck.  For  some  Ieason^ 
things  are  really  bes^  as  they  are." 

Now,  the  above  sentiments  may  have  done  credit  to 
young  Lord  Lavemock's  temper  and  philosophy,  but 
they  certainly  did  not  tend  to  make  his  cousin's  porition 
more  tolerable  for  her. 


CHAPTER  V 

A   anUKD  COMIATAKT 

In  the  ewly  eighties  when  IWph  Ju]y„  ^„  ,  „, 
*^,      '"™  niture.    His  modest  renlv  wo.  «  ti.^ 

ondertdcen  his  education  tootSl  ^X  ^^  ^ 

rest,  he  obtained    .""  " ^  ***  "  »  whole.      For   the 

his  not  oy^Z^:  ~r '  "^  ""  "^^^  "f 
uTcr  exiravagant  ambition,  save  or»     n„  iu 

time  that  he  had  reached  what  in  th^L™^     ^  *^ 

accounted  middle  aa  his  in«^«         v  1^^      *=*^y 

"««  age  fiis  iMome  was  sbghUy  above  the 
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|unount  which  he  had  specified,  he  commanded  the  ftart 
ba^on  ^f  the  J^ilier  GuanL,  he  wa,  an  «,a«aila^ 
Whdor.  and  rf  the  glory  of  wearing  the  V.C.  had  b^n 
demed  to  h.m  that  was  only  bemuse  no  oppoZityS 

ZT^f^^rr'^r"''  ^^  partial  ^Jil: 

South  Africa  had  brought  him  a  C.B.  and  a  D.S.O 

To  find,  after  getting  what  you  wanted,  that  fruition 
Ms  sadly  below  the  level  of  expectation  is,  of  3^ 
no  uncommon  experience;  but  Tmay  be  holT^^ 

d^itdymarfa  the  culminating  point  of  life's  joZet 
^y  the  past  M  the  future  with  such  prZS 

aune  for  h,m  to  give  up  soldiering  and  take  leaverf 
tte  jumors  with  whom  he  had  made  him«^  Z^' 
Popular.^  is  weU  enough,  if  it  ha.  been  l^CS 
won ;  but  the  Colonel,  who  had  a  disast^^SIf 
^  things  as  they  are,  could  not  flatter  him^lJ^f 

«ample     lie  youngster  who  liked  him  becauThf 
w«  so  hkeable  would  doubtless  have  descSlm 
with  a  kugh  and  a  shake  of  their  heads,  as  Caw^' 

toadmrttheaccuracyofthedescription.  Histriumphs 
ordt  Jm^K°""^u  ^"""'Ph^-had  not  been  of  T 
»d«  whid,  would  have  qualified  him  to  compete  for 

duties,  as  to  which  he  was  strict  and  keen,  he  h^ 

n^erpr«cnbednorpu»uedalofty.tand«d,  heS 
been,  and  stiU  was,  «  terrible  gambler.     He  bs^^T. 

knewheh^l.    With  abilities  above  the  average  and 
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Sf  ^  'i*^  ""*  "^'"^^  ''^'^  »>«  had  found 
httk  leuure  to  cultivate,  he  was  now  in  the  unhappy 
poMtaonof  having  plenty  of  time  to  consecrate  to  them, 
but  of  bang  handicapped  by  habits  which  one  does  not 
shake  off  on  the  downhiU  road.  After  all,  he  would 
ha^  done  mo«  ,d8ely  to  marry  and  to  be  provided 
with  the  sons  and  daughten.  whose  mission  it  is  at  once 
to  worry,  soothe  and  occupy  the  declining  yeais  of  their 

nowtotakethatstep.     His  curly  hair  might  be  grizded, 
^t^r:^^  -tremdy  good-looking;  he  wHim 
.hm  and  active;  nobody  ^ould  ever  dream  of  callinc 
him  an  old  man.    Nothing_so  his  <  ounsellon,  averted 
-would    be  easier  for   him   than  to  discover  some 
dmrming  partner  to  dwell  with  him  in  his  retirement. 
But  he  said  he  was  not  such  an  ass  as  that.     He  .«dly 
could  not  bnng  himself  to  espouse  a  woman  of  his  own 
age,  and  he  knew  better  than  to  wed  a  girl     Oh  ves  ■ 
he  was  aware  that  the  thing  had  been  done  ovei  and 
over  agam,  and  had  appeared  to  turn  out  admirably, 
but  that  was  only  because  people  who  have  essayed  the 
impossible  shrink  from  admitting  their  failure 

t}J!n^^'t^l'7'""/'^-    I"  ""y***.  he  perceived 

that  what  he  had  better  do  was  to  break,  as  far  as  might 
b^with  existing  associations.  For  he  did  not  want  to 
become  a  slave  to  bridge,  if  he  could  help  it.  So,  after 
the   hilanous    valedictory   dimier   at  which    he   was 

U^°r^u''^  7°""«  ^^  Lavemock  and  othe,^ 
he  betook  himself  to  Italy,  thinking  that  it  would  S 
wmethmg  to  do  to  pick  up  objects  of  art  for  the 
-domment  of  the  riverride  cottage  near  Maidenhead 
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grater  than  tt^  0^^?'°^       f  ""'^  ^'°  P"-«i 

which  ho  wiahed  to  bZf  tS  ^e  '  *""P*"*^°"  °' 
reverted  to  less  vulKaS  L^^*  ^tT  '^^'  ^« 
endeavourine-notT  *u  '°PJ"»t><»ted  regions, 

himself  ff  he'^ld  r    ^'  ""'^'^y-to  pX^ 

was  dining  with  JIT  ■        ^~^"»  *°  ^^n'*.  he 

when  hisf,:i,7;;s;^*r:r/"'.  -•f^* 

was  attracted  by  two  iL^     u  """'"^  '''"«»'. 

table  on  their  wj  ^t.  il^^."*  *'"'^  ?«-J  the 

^  "Who."  he  iui^    it^i^fT^'^- 
hangf^  H^irea,      ,s   that   divmely   majestic 

«ahe  is  Mi«  S  S  "  I""*'""  "'"  '«'<»«»«». 
•bout  Miss  Blil  at  ?Z  k''^*'t  ■;  "P'"*  °f  •"«J«'ty 
ev^heardheriSeS^alr^I  "-'*  ■--««*  I 

Jul^tSIn^^r^rbT*"'  "«!  — '^."aaid 

^^^^tn^wsr^iit^"-^^^ 

Wern^.  w^  "^eoZf^u totr  ^""^  ^"^ 
"*  •  "«»°'«-    that    the    old    nm 
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m^t  her  to  marry  her  cousin,  and  that  he  thought  he 

He  must  have  been  a  veiy  silly  old  man.  I  .imember 
bswnbng  me  an  e.trao«linarily  siUy  letter  on  one 
occasion.  Of  course  she  won't  marry  his  son  Sh- 
hasn't  the  fece  of  a  fool."  ^  ^*^ 

He  was  introduced  to  her,  at  his  own  request   the 
uext  day  on  the  Piazza  San   Marco,  and  ™  t 
mwute,  of  conversation  with  her  sufficed  to  co/.ince 
^  that  her  countenance  was  a  trustworthy  witness. 
She  had  plenty  to  say  for  herself,  this  beautifij  seT 
po-ssed  Miss  Monk,  and  what  she  h7to  ^  w^ 
pleasant  to  h.ten  to  because  it  was  so  since«,  so7mpZ 
so  u^ke  the  slangy  chatter  of  the  avenge  highly  ZL 
w^^owered  young  lady.     Helen  was,Tfactfwhatr; 
rather^uhar  training  and  manner  of  life  had  mie 
^^.  J'^''r''°^deUched  fashion  she  wasconv^t 
jnth  tte  world  and  its  ways;  but  she  had  never 3 

r^ard  to  a  vast  range  of  subjects  she  had  the  ignorance 

of  ovj^wenng,  delightful  revelations.       ^ 

mt  doesn't  mean  that  I  understand  much  beyond 
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were  new  marten,  I  am  afraid  I  should  think  their 
figure*  out  of  drawing  and  their  compositions  absuid." 
^  So  they  are,"  said  Colonel  Julyan. 
"  Yes ;  but  it's  evident  from  the  way  you  speak  that 
you  appredate  them  and  that  you  could  explain  why, 
if  you  thought  it  worth  while."  ' 

He  thought  it  would  be  very  well  worth  while  to  take 
what  sounded  not  unlike  a  hint     He  had  for  many 
years  been  an  unostentatious  connoisseur;  he  knew  hfe 
Venice  pretty  thoroughly,  and  what  was  to  hinder  him 
from  placing  himself  at  the  disposal  of  two  L«lies  who 
knew  no  more  Aan  guide-books  and  cketxmi  could  tell 
aem?    Nothing  that  they  were  aware  of,  anyhow. 
His  offer  to  assume  the  part  of  a  modest,  but  not 
whoUy  incompetent  showman  was  gmtefiilly  accepted, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  he  grew  fkr  mwe 
intimately  acquainted  with  Miss  Monk  and  her  ewn- 
pan-oa  than  he  would  have  been  in  a  year,  had  he  met 
them  first  in  London. 

"  I  like  that  man.  Yes  I  distinctly  like  him,"  was 
Miss  Bligh's  emphatic  verdict  on  the  evening  of  the 
fourth  day. 

Wh«i  Miss  Bligh  mac'e  up  her  mind  about  a  person. 
Ae  seldom  changed  it.  She  had  made  up  her  mind 
about  Helen  Monk  some  ten  years  hack,  and,  on  ceasing 
to  be  her  governess,  had  by  no  means  ceased  to  btha 
feithfol  and  devoted  friend.  It  was  only  natural  that 
Helen,  when  she  found  herself  alone  in  the  world,  should 
^Jl!  S»»»  Bligh  as  a  possible  companion,  and  at 
t^  first  word  from  her  former  pupil  Miss  Bligh  joyftdly 
threw  over  the  cantankerous  old  lady  who  had  engaged 
l>er  m  that  capacity.    Eupeptic,  stoutish  and  blessed 
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with  that  species  of  prettiness  which  survives  the  passing 
of  youth,  Mii«  Bligh  was  probably  as  suitable  an 
associate  as  could  have  been  discovered  for  a  great 
heiress  who  was  disposed  to  take  her  manifold  duties 
and  responsibilities  gravely.     Miss  Bligh's  sensible  view 
was  that  when  you  have  any  amount  of  money,  together 
with  striking  personal  advantages,  you  ought  at  least  to 
show  common  gratitude  to  Providence  by  enjoying 
yourself.     You  cannot  be  merry  when  you  have  just 
lost  the  one  human  being  whom  you  have  loved  with 
your  whole  heart  ?    Well,  not  exactly  merry,  perhaps ; 
but  you  need  not  mope,  and  you  may  as  well  recognise 
soon  as  late  that  the  world  (a  world  in  which  every  dog 
has  his  dayX  is  a  most  excellent  place  of  sojourn  for 
some  of  its  inhabitants.     It  was  she  who  had  proposed 
that  Italian  journey  which   had  not  only  gone  far 
towards  enforcing  the  philosophy  which  she  desired  to 
inculcate  but  had  been  productive  of  immense  pleasure 
to  herself.     She  would,  in  case  of  need,  have  been  a 
watchful  and  efficient  sheep-dog;  but  Helen  was  too 
unapproachable  by  strangers  to  require  protection,  and 
indeed  Colonel  Julyan  was  the  only  man  she  had  met 
in  the  course  of  her  travels  who  had  seemed  to  make 
any  sort  of  headway  with  her.     It  appeared,  moreover, 
that  Colonel  Julyan  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  winning 
her  entire  confidence. 

"  I  fancy  he  is  on  his  good  behaviour,"  she  remarked. 
"From  what  I  hear,  his  behaviour  hasn't  always  been 
good." 

"  If  I  were  to  come  across  a  man — but  Tm  veiy  sure 
I  never  shall— whose  behaviour  had  alwap  been  good," 
returned  Miss  Bligh,  « I  shouldn't  wish  to  pursue  the 


Ill 
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acquaintance  ftrther.     Tve  no  fancy  for  ft«J„  «,wj 
^^veUi^d.„w,.     Youn^aytakeVwo^rrtS 

UH,  I  daresay  he  ig,"  answered  Helen  whn  ,^fl.  i. 
ehw  on  her  hand,  was  ga^ng  out  ST'^l^^,  ST 

.    "Oh,  my  dear,"  interrupted  Miss  Bligh    «if  v„„ 
n"E  S:;  *'"  "^"*"'^*  '"'""^  -  earthtuld  C 

ClSHr.iiC'""^'"^"  •''"■' «-^^^" 

l.,^l'!!^*  u°  '  '"°''  "'^•"t  •'•«'?  Didnt  I  know 
SllJ""!  :  ""  '  '^y  J>-t  -  weU  as  I  knew  VZ 
Haven  t  I  kept  my  ean.  open  and  read  ttT  J^ 
«.nce  he  came  to  man's  estaV?  It's^u^  i^^^ 
you^«nt  make  black  white,  and  you'll  T^er^j 

^ti^rtfs^-lTCwr-f .  '"^^  ^^^'l^ 
your  P«,r  uncle  never  dS  ::Lr"^'S  Xfhe' 
^«tdy  put  his  money  out  o^Sft  spendSSif: 

"  That  may  be ;  but " 
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"  So  you  have  told  me  once  or  twice  before." 
"And  so  I  «haU  go  on  teUing  you  until  I  get  your 

head  clear  of  fantastic  delusions." 
Helen  rose,  laughing.     «  Pm  going  to  bed,"  said  she ; 
I  dont  think  reiteration  helps  much  to  clear  one's 

head   You're  a  dear,  good  soul,  Susie ;  but  unfortunately 

you  don't  understand." 

« «r^  °*^'^  *°"^  ' ^''"*  "P  ■' '"  M"*"  »%•>  remarked. 
"  Well,  then,  I  tcon't  shut  up." 

But  she  did.     Authoritative  though  she  was,  she 
alwaj^  had  to  yield  to  her  calmly  determined  friend, 
and  there  were  moments  when  she  almost  despaired  of 
averting  a  calamity  which,  should  it  ever  come  to  pass, 
would,  she  declared,  go  near  to  breaking  her  heart.   Not 
hemg  very  discreet,  she  could  not  refrain  from  broaching 
tie  topic  to  Colonel  Julyan  on  the  following  day,  when 
she  was  seated  beside  him  in  a  gondola  and  gliding 
raioothly  towards  the  distant  lagoon  which  he  had 
decreed  that  Miss  Monk  must  visit    before  leaving 
Venice.     He  had    likewise  decreed  that  Miss  Monk 
should  take  the  lead  in  a  gondola  alone ;  because  only 
m  that  way,  he  averred,  could  the  unique  charm  of  the 
loaJity  be  assimilated.    Thus,  as  the  victim  of  the 
above  self-denying  ordinance,  he  had  for  partner  the 
talkative  Miss  Bligh— whom,  for  that  matter,  he  liked 
weU  enough,  and  who,  after  some  prefatory  manceuvies, 
made  known  to  him  what  was  on  her  mind. 

"  Yes,"  he  said ;  « there  was  talk  of  that  before  I  left 

England;  I  daresay  the  old  man  may  have  had  some 

such  intention.    But  really  I  don't  think  you  need  be 

alarmed.    It  won't  happen." 

"  Dont  you  be  too  sure,"  returned  Miss  Bligh.     « I 
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«n  teU  you  tut  I  diould  be  veiy  much  alarmed  mdeed 
If  I  thought  old  Lord  Lavemock  had  intended  Helen  to 
many  hi8  good-for-nothing  K,n.  But  of  coune  I  dont 
think  Ks  and  I  hope  to  goodne™  you  won't  go  «ying 
anythmgofthesorttoher."  '^ 

Julyan  smiled.  "From  what  I  have  «en  of  Mi» 
Monk,  he  answered,  «1  should  doubt  her  givinit  a 
casual  acquaintance  any  chance  of  speaking  to  heratout 
her  pnvate  a&iiB." 

"Oh,  she  may.  You  call  yourself  casual ;  but  we 
*aw«ien«  good  deal  of  you  this  last  week,  and  you  and 
Ae  seem  to  hit  it  off  together,  lien  her  cousin  was 
under  your  command ;  so  it  isn't  the  least  unlikely  that 
sue  may  question  you  about  him." 

«  ^*^*  T'  '  """"^  "^-pectfiiUy  decline  to  answer." 
^^Why?    Because  you  couldn't  give  a  good  report  of 

«It  iai't  my  business  to  give  any  report  of  him. 
Be«d«^  I  sh<^d  think  Miss  Monk  ought  to  be  neariy 
as  well  informed  as  I  am." 

«  a.e  ought  to  be ,  rm  afWd  she  isn't  And  suppos- 
nig  she  were,  it  wouldn't  foUow  that  she  would  giy!Z 

nll^^^ul  r'l'T"'  *■•"  "y  ^"^^  "y  tongue. 
But  IS  that  her  fixed  idea?"  -o     j      "b    . 

Miss  Bligh  jerk^  „p  her  plump  shoulders  impatiently. 

Its  too  siUy!    But  the  more  one  reasons  with  her 

the^more  she  won't  listen.     You  know  what  women 

ii^^'^'J^  occasional  opportunities  of  studying 
them,     said   Colonel    Julyan,   with    much    mod«i5^ 
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"Thejr  Ment  tU  made  after  the  same  pattern,  are 
they?"  *^      ^ 

"They  are  all  unreaiionable— aU  except  here  and 
there  a  one,  like  your  humble  servant.  And  they  all 
have  a  profound  contempt  for  one  another's  judgment. 
They  are  pretty  apt  to  believe  what  men  tell  them, 
thonj^  I  wish  you  would  tell  Helen  the  truth  about 
young  Lavemock." 

Colonel  Julyan  laughed  and  shook  his  head.  "No, 
thank  yon ;  it  would  be  open  to  him  to  retaliate  by 
telling  the  truth  about  me,  which  I  might  not  like. 
ReaUy  I  think  you  had  better  rely  upon  Miss  Monk's 
own  common  sense." 

He  was  volubly  assured  that  Helen  possessed  every 
good  quality  under  the  sun  save  the  one  for  which  he 
gave  her  credit,  and  various  episodes  of  her  childhood 
were  adduced  to  prove  that  she  was  a  great  deal  more 
romantic  than  she  looked;  but  perhaps  his  thoughts 
had  wandered  away,  for  he  made  no  forther  response. 
The  gondok  m  which  he  and  his  loquacious  neighbour 
were  reclining  had  by  this  time  arrived  at  a  seemingly 
bmitless  expanse  of  turquoise-blue  water  which,  without 
a  npple  im  its  gkssy  surfece,  stretched  away  until  it 
lost  Itself  in  a  sky  of  the  same  hue.  Far  astern  the 
towers  and  domes  of  Venice  glimmered  faintly  in  a 
golden  haze ;  but  ahead  there  was  not  even  a  sail  to 
mterfere  with  the  impression  of  azure  space.  Only  in 
the  immediate  foreground  a  succession  of  black  stakes, 
marking  out  a  channel,  rose  against  the  blue,  then- 
reflections  wavering  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  a  barely 
pereeptible  swell.  Helen,  who  had  made  her  boatmen 
halt,  looked  back  and  caUed  out  to  Ctolonel  Julyan  • 
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on  .lone.    Pve  Ken  and  felt  it  dL    It  imt  liTe«.T 
thing  elK  tut  ever  WM ! "  *  '^' 

b^'^n'T^''^'"'^  **'"  Bligh..tr«ghtening 
h«^„p  «J  bnnpng  .  critical  eye  to  bear  ^TS 

;^.^*ouidi:?eSt"::SJj:'j:r^;r^ 

b^,  Helen,  «,  that  I  may  have  my  tur^  at  tS 

things  in  th»ongh  the  pores."  ^^ 

For  this  was  to  be  their  kst  day  in  Venice.  «nJ  tk- 

w^U»to«Lng  hi,  disclaimer,   might  have  JZTL 

who  badly  needed  both.  But  Helen,  1^  ove^ 
the  side  of  the  gondola  and  absently  d«Zt  W 
Z^"  through  the  wat.,  did  n^ot  no^:!  t 

"I  ^sh,"  she  sighed,  "we  could  go  on  doimr  this 
every  afternoon  until  we  were  tired  of  it!  r^shte 
h-dn't  »,lway  trains  and  tourists  and  noise  a^dj^ 
brfore  us,  with  I^ndon  at  the  end ! "  Then  she  gave^ 
sudden  ciy-«  Oh,  my  bangle ! "  «°  "e  gave  a 

It  had  slipped  over  her  wrist,  and  she  saw  it  sink  . 
dimin,shmgcirclet.into  depths  whence^  the  3^ 
jn^thising  gondoliers  declared-there  was  n^S^' 
of  recovenng  It.     Possibly,  if  they  h«l  had  a  divT." 

Se  J^^7    **  "  ^  '"'=''  ^'^^  ^^  it.  n°t  one  of 
them  could  even  swim. 

"I  an,  Sony,"  «dd  Colonel  Julyan,  "that  I  am't  take 
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S'JZ!"**  »y  HSe  or  .  few  fathom,  off  the  depth 

«Ev«,  if  you  could,"  ob^irved  the  p«ctic«l  Mi« 
mgh,  .>„  would  rtill  have  to  tdce  alT^ "kS 
off  you,  body  which  would  be  harily  decent 
Cdonel  Julyan  w„  watchii^j  Hden'.  di.t«»,ed  f«* 
W«  It  a  verr  prtdous  pc,*„i„n  ?  "  he  asked. 
It  wa.  rather,"  Ae  an.wered,  «n,y  uncle  «Te  it 
me  on  my  birthday  age.  ago.     Well,  I  muTU 
Z\l    ?ll,P^'"«  8"*  *°  *»"«  Adriatic.     Perh.™ 

^d  tt'  ^    "°'^'  '*  '"">'  '■»""  •  ^-^  between  me 
and  fte«  waten,  and  bring  me  back  to  them  «me 

It  wa.  never  Helen's  cu.tom  to  make  a  ftw.  over  her 

which  the  go^doh»,  in  compliance  with  her  inJuctiZ 
perfomed  abreast,  .he  took  her  fair  share  in  an  VnS 
mittent  convention,  and  at  a  fareweU  dinn^Tt 
ev«pC,  when  Ae  warmly  thanked  Colonel  Jd^  foj 

sTe^f  l^    /"^  T"'''  *'y  "»«*  ««"  '""k  how  deariy 
Bhe  felt  It  to  have  been  purchased  by  the  lo«  of  a^ 
ornament  which  had  cherished  associations  forTer 
rhis  was  commendable  conduct,  and  perhaui  th* 

may  be  regarfed  as  its  just  rewarf.  For  L  sheTd 
^o 'ti°S''\*™^^"^'*  garb^eme^  u^-S 

S 1?  i  u!?'"  "  """^  ^^^^^-K  °f  Quaint- 
wees  had  assembled  to  take  leave  of  tiiem.  Colonel 
Julyan  advanced,  saying  quieUy: 

"  Here  is  your  bangle." 

She  took  it  from  him  with  an  exclamation  of  joy 
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«d«»MMn«.t  "Oh,  buthowwo«drtUrf««l 
And  how  very,  v«y  good!  By  wUt  miwd.  did%«, 
n»i»geton»cueJt?"  «ui»™  aw  you 

"I  took   the  bewingi  of  the  ipot  yertetd.*."  h. 

SlSto"^  i  '"*.""*  *^^  .  bTLS 
hredcfiut  to  combine  a  dip  with  .  fcrlom  hop*    ft 

w«.hund«d  to  one  dum*,  but, «  you  .eXoui 

^^Wy  the  water  wa,  much  AaUower^  I  had 

He  jccomp«ued  the  Udie.  to  the  milway  rtation  and 
w*s  of  cou«e,  m«le  the  recipient  of  the  jpatefU  and 

^^n"'  n^^'^  ^  ""  entitledVbut  it  wa. 
re^rved  for  M,m  Bligh  to  pronounce  upon  Jm,  after 
the  tnun  hjd  Parted.  .  eulogy  wWch  w^  ceASJ 
have  amu«d  him  a  good  deal  if  he  could  have  hearf  it 
J Nov^that."  ^  cried,  lappi^  her  knee.  "i.  what  j 

^Tl^kllth^il-''"*^'"^^--^"^- 

iJill  «  '^uT  .""  *="»""  interrupted  Hi.  BIkh 
jJW^Uy ;  «he  1,  in  the  prime  of  4  «k1  rt«S 
Mrtu«,  rf  you  bke ,  but  maturity  i,  j„rt  what  ^oJi 

^Zl^  T.  ^  '"*'*'  '^^^  your«l£^ftom 
thefint  I  have  hadawrt  of  intuition  that  he  wa.  the 

ha.  A^overed  that  you  a«  the  ve.7  womiin  for  himT^ 
Who  but  you  would  jump  to  such  wild  oondu 

STJr '    ™  '^''  *^*  ^*  '-  »ther  h^  o 
hm  to  pl^ge  ,„to  cold  water  like  that  at  hi.  iT  «2 
I  do  hope  he  won't  have  caught  a  chill ,  but  d^^ 
«  that  you  rob  hi.  exploit  of  aU  it.  «.blimity  by  y^ 
""ggertion.  for  which  I  am  .ure  the  poor  ma^S^ 
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^kyouF    Wdl,Ih.vegotmyh«gl.b«*«y. 


Migh,  nodding  owcuUrly.     «I  he«d   ,  „     ...^  h« 
j«ur  «M««.  and  hell  tun.  up  fa  St   J    ;,^^     " 

Hdi  «li«PI)ointed  -  h.  do,.uv,'  «ij 


r» 


CHAPTER  VI 

THB  FKBO  IDEA 

It  wm  not  with  Colonel  Julyan  and  his  more  or  1«. 
W  dave  into  a  Venetian  h^n  that  Hde^rS„^S^ 

^w  ^  wIwtt'T''"  "^^  *"  England.  \e 
•l+r  fyj^  7'*"*  Ae  wa.  returning  to  fece.  and 
Jth^h  she  codd  not  pe™,ade  hZfthat  T^uT^ 

aJ^Ti^    "  ■"  ^  °"^«  "P  t°  8»  through  with  ,\ 

felt 


^fj^tr  r  ^-'^-=^»  hj^  .eit 

»™«M  to  laugh,  at  young  women  who  are  eager  to 
•^nficethen^elve.  for  idea.,  but  for  what  excjf^ 
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«•  HcrifioM  ever  made  ?__.« j  i.        .  ' 

tj<  codd  this  ^^^l'^^^  -««  or 

eondition  «]one  could  LavprZf  ^P*"*  ""e 

which  he  most  have  Uen  i  JT^  ."^P*  *^'  •»«»»• 
condition  alone  oo^d^J"*'!^/".'^-*"^ '  "P°°  °-« 
She  1-d  contenapZl^^^*^* '"-  «">  -  of  it. 
point  of  view,  and  was  no  1^^  **"""  '^"'  «^«»y 

the  nutture  Colonel  wo^d^"**^"  *°  '^'«"«'''n.  & 
-n  if  he  had  l^^^^tZ  ^!  "  "f  «""•=  ^'«=*^' 
way,  imagined  him  ^  *" '"  ^  impulsive 

,'P-io-.aoIidmron1:^tXi'°'°"-  ^' 
late  year,  that  it  had  «Tadu!^ir7r  ^  °^P'«*  "^ 
dilapidation  which^lSS^  f"  '°*°  *  "^^^  "^ 
ultimately  ^.methinrZh^e  ^^     K"^^"^  "^ 

therefon,  we..  awaLTld  thSr*'"*-     r*'"' 
«««ted  the  two  ladies  fonn^  Tu         ^  '^^  *«ing 

wl.e«  many  visitofm i^^  fo*^-*^'  ""'^  ^ 
one  of  them.  ^^      P*y  *•"«"■  i»pects  to 

gl^TS"  rol't^  ^^  Barton.  w^U  he, 

b«KUe  of  cards  i^^eott^"  ".  °°*'  '^'«''  "<J  • 
IS»f  people  are?"  '    y°"  '""'^  *l>o  all  the« 

"J  suppose  so,"  answered  Helen      «t  u        , 
any  of  them ;   Tm  onlv  aTh^™    .  '  ^^'^^  "^ 

bnt  they  would  ZX^  tfT' ,^  ,f  ?  ""*  ^'^«* ' 
they  ?"  ^^  ■*"  "^ I  didn't  know  them,  would 

«*aos  that  Lo^lt^  Z^^,  "'  ^'^'^^^  °^  «-'^ 

impudence  of  the  Jews  a^  i"*"  °'  °'  "»«  »«""dle«. 

Jews  and  Amencans  and  hybrids  of 


TO  THE  PERJURER 

i."^  who  W  i„v«Jed  u..     Now  that  you  «  ^h.t 

d^yt- '°  P^"^'  '*y°°''  •*'"«  the  wife  if  . 
C-bmet  Mu^,  wWd.  doesnt  coii^i  for  much  te 

ft^  r,:'"'*  "^'^  •  -eek  pa«e.  that  I  .m  „^ 
or  other  who  h«  elbowed  her  way  into  my  ho,^ 
^th^  the  d»dow  of  an  excu«.  ^ite  right'oJ;^ 
to  jce-ve    nobody   here.      You've    .een    Lvemik! 

^'Not  yet;   he  hasn't  honoured   me  by  asking  for 

"  Oh ! "  «ud  Udy  Elizabeth,  taking  off  her  d... 

SlntCS".""'"!'*'*"'"-  "B"*P«4rS 
aoesnt  know  that  you  have  arrived"  ^^ 

Veli^!"'''^  "^'  »«"  ««1  the  letter  I  wrote  him  fi„m 

rf  Ae  were  about  to  «id  something,  but  «fauned. 
The  sagacous  Ljdy  Eli»beth  often  refnu^TS 
«^  things  to  her  niece,  who,  on  this  occion,  was 
^Wd  to  reply   to  a  question  which  had  noTbeen 

«I  don't  correspond  with  him  regularly:  he  so 
^domai^wers  letters.  In  &ct,  I  haTS  nlng 
ttom  or  of  him  since  we  left  England  " 

"There  hasn't  been  much  good  to  hear,"  the  old  lady 
fi-nkly  avowed.  « Fm  aftaid  he  is  spending  a  g,J 
d^  of  money,  and  one  knows  he  can't  hafe  an^To 

Zf^y,  """u'*"'  *°  **■"=  '»''»  •"  hand,  hL. 

And  the  sooner  the  better." 

A  dissentient  murmur  from   Miss  Bligh,  who  h«i 
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hS°tr.r^  fu*^".  «'°^"»««'"'.  caused  Lad.  Eliza- 
beth to  .tare  at  her  in  displeased  surprise  •  but  HpI^ 
c-d^d  briefly.  «rU  do  what  I  J^Zl^Jt 

who  m««.K^  ■     Z     •   *'"*™"'*  "'  Lavemock  himself. 
»^r^tt  '  ^'"^  '"''  ""'''■"«  «n»Jtaneously 

whom   HeU  d,d  not  m^ognise,  but  whom  hef  a^ 
greeted  with  a  friendly  nod 
«WeU    Helen,"  I^venaock  began,  holding  out  hi, 

Hiatbeth!  why  aren't  you  in  the  House  of  CommoT 
^  to  Unde  John's  o„.tio„  on  ColoniaT;^' 
fa«ce?  Helen  I  don't  think  you  know  Forresterf  do 
7«»?    Let  me  mtroduce  Captain  Forrester,  who  ha. 

awftilly  anxious  to  be  presented." 

Helen  had  an  indistinct  recollection  of  this  good- 
^ng.   wdl-groomed    young   brother  officer  of   W 

Why  he  had  been  brought  to  call  on  her  did  not  at 

SJnTfhTT'PP^"*'  but  after  a  minute  or  two  she 
J^n^  Uiat  UverBock  had  had  reasons  for  be^ 
^cW  to  come  alone.     Wemock  .as  in  a  m^l 

h^  fi^lt  J  u  """f  '"'«'•*  '^'^"3^  ^  «fe"«l  when 
he  fidgetted  about  the  room  and  bit  his  nails,  as  he 

^  domg  now_«„d  probably  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
qu^honed  as  to  its  natui..  She  p^miseA^erself  tlat 
i  L  h"  "•  ■V--t'be  should  be  questioned 
l«ter,  and  she  was  rather  amused  by  the  futility  of  his 
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he  ever  been  able  to  keep  a  secret  from  her  ? 

He  endeavoured  to  start  a  political  discuseion  with 
t«  aunt ;  but  I^y  Eli^beth  wanted  to  tl  to 
O^  Forrester,  whom  she  wa,  eager  to  secure  for  a 
J^  that  ahe  was  giving;  so  she  turned  a  deaf  ear  t^ 

with  the  object  of  avoiding  Helen  that  he  gravita^ 

tow^  Miss  Bligh,  who  was  seated  on  a  s^  a^ 

Ix>ng  time  since  we  met,"  he  began.  ^^ 

«IJ^".Sr^  **"'*  ""'^"'Pn'a^'nigly  hostile  lady; 
"•nd  a  pretty  «se  youVe  made  of  it'"  ^ 

«  How  do  you  know  what  use  Tve  made  of  it  ?  " 

I  have  ears.     Eyes  too ;  and,  by  the  way,  Tm  sorry 

to  ^  that  yours  are  heavy  and  a  bad  coW     y3 

"f  7  have  young  eyes  again.     Oh,  one  has  only  to  look 

at  you  to  perceive  what  you  have  been  about  all  tl^ 

Lavemock  seated  himself  astride  on  a  chair,  took  out 
fogarette  and  lighted  it.     He  seldom  heJiZ^  t 

t^^r  '^  "•'  '-  "  ^-^'  "^  ^-' 
«  Oh,  Hete,  doesn't  mind,"  said  he,  in  respon*,  to  the 

protest  of  Miss  Bhgh's  lifted  eyebrows.        ^'^"'^ 
''  And  who  told  you  that  I  didn't  ?" 
"  I  beg  your  pardon ;  I  hope  you  don't" 

smoking  If  I  did,  and  that  sort  of  thing  i.  ,„ch  shock- 
^  manners.  You  may  ..member  thaf  I  always^ 
toteU  you  you  we«  the  woi,t  mannered  boy  I  hid  ^ 
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I  remember  that  you  were  fond  of  «y«g  ^^y 
ttwgs  to  me,  »d  I  never  could  unde«t«>d  ^;  ^ 
tho^t  you  were  quite  a  g«Kl  «,rt,  and  1  aJsiy"^ 
ZZ  mt;^  "'-''-^''^^  about  dnceyo^C 

Hb  cheeks  were  fluAed,  and  there  was  a  sbght  thick- 
n««  m  h.s  utterance.  Miss  Bligh  eyed^^a, 
increasing  disfavour  as  she  replied  ^  -^^* 

sol^*  ■"  t'"^'  ^'"^'^  ''^'^  "  »««»  than 
»mepeople  can  boast  of  having  done.  I  don't  foZ^ 
the  racing  intelligence  very  closely ;  but " 

%htr':tt^^;:^^-™-'^."-wegoi„gto 

«  Neither,  I  hope,  but  it  must  depend.     1  may  a. 

that  If  I  ever  have  to  fight  for  her-which  doesn't  s^ 
impossible-I  shall  fight  like  a  wild  cat" 

«  And  I  may  as  weU  teU  you,  once  for  all."  returned 
^^k  laughing,  "that  you  won't  havHo  T^ 
terth  and  daws  on  me.     Of  «,urse  I  know  well  enoC 

™n  .»  7^^     *^°«  ^'*  8°^  t°  w^T.    rm  a 
non-starter.     Do  you  see?" 

^  and  bear  it,rm  willing  togive  you  a'pat  o^lte 
Lady  Elizabeth,  having  suddenly  remembered  an 
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«»B«gwnent,  had  alrMdy  made  a  hurried  exit,  and 
Captain  Ponrerter  was  getting  on  at  a  great  pace  with 
Helen,  who  found  him  rather  more  attractive  than  the 
aTerage  young  man  of  his  class.  She  knew,  indeed, 
singularly  little  about  young  men  of  any  class ;  gener- 
aUy  speaking,  they  bored  her,  while  she  was  apt  to 
overawe  them.  But  this  one,  with  his  bright  blue  eyes 
and  his  white  teeth,  was  at  all  events  agreeable  to  look 
at  She  gathered  also,  from  the  smiling  serioumeis 
with  which  he  discussed  polo,  cricket  and  rowing,  that 
he  had  a  minc^  as  healthy  as  his  complexicm.  The 
above  topics  formed  the  staple  of  his  conversational 
resources,  and  athletic  prowess  served  him,  no  doubt, 
as  a  standard  of  moral  worth— which,  to  be  suns,  it 
roughly  is.  Something  having  been  said  about  his  late 
Colonel,  he  exclaimed : 

«  Oh,  a  splendid  old  chap !  He  could  jump  his  own 
height  ten  years  ago,  they  say." 

"  He  can  stiU  jump  out  of  his  own  depth,"  Helm 
«anarited.  "He  dived  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  at 
Venice  after  a  bracelet  of  mine  which  I  had  dropped 
into  the  water,  and  he  actually  retrieved  it  too." 

«  Oh,  he'd  do  that.  There  were  precious  few  things 
^t  he  couldn't  do  in  his  young  day^  I  believe, 
ttty  he  didn't   take  a  little  more  trouble  to  ke^ 

"  He  has  taken  some  trouble  to  make  himself  uaflt 
for  the  sober  enjoyments  of  middle  age,  hasn't  he  ?" 

That  was  a  question  which  no  loyal  officer  of  the 
Fusilier  Guards  could  be  expected  to  answer.  Forrester, 
eWiilly  ignoring  it,  proceeded  to  expatiate  upon  the 
aflfection  with  which  Colonel  Julyan  was  remembeted  in 
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tl«UtWi«mbaU.  byafflcersand  men;  but  hi.  he«w 
w-  becoming  mattentive.  Her  eyes  had  rtmyed  to 
W  «u«n.  who  pnaently  got  up,  to«ed  the  end  of  hi. 
<ag«wtte  into  the  empty  grate  and  nid : 

"Wen.  I  must  be  off.  Come  on,  Forrester.  Good- 
Dye,  Helen.     See  you  again  some  day  " 

"You  haven't  seen  me  today  yet,"  Helen  retimed; 

at  any  rate,  you  haven't  spoken  to  me.     I  want  you  to 

give  me  a  few  minutes  more,  please,  now  that  you  a« 

Helen  had  an  extremely  enviable  faculty  for  imposing 
her  will  upon  those  about  her  without  apparent  «fifor^ 
Lavemock    was  evidently  reluctant  to    obey  orders, 
Capt^  Forrester  probably  did  not  wish  to  be  dismi^ 
and  Miss  Bligh  was  quite  determined  not  to  be     Yet 
m  a  very  brief  space  of  time  Helen  and  her  cousin  had 
the  room  to  themselves. 
"Now,"  she  began,  « teU  me  what  is  the  matter." 
I  never  said  anything  was  the  matter,  did  I?"  he 
answered  rather  sullenly. 
"  There  was  oo  need.     Is  it  money  ?  " 
Lava^ock  sighed  impatiently.     «  Oh,  money,  ye^_ 
«id   other  things.     I  don't   believe  any  feUow  ever 
had  such  infernal  luck  as  I  get  aU  round !     Yes,  as  a 
matter  <rf   fact,  I  do  want    money-want  it  pretty 
b«dly,  and  don't  at  this   moment  see   where  to  W 
^  hand  upon  it.     Another  thing,  Helen;   Tm  n,^ 
grang  to  take  money  from  you.     I  tell  you  that  to  save 

He  did  not  save  much  time  by  protesting  for  five 
•mnut^  that  nothing  would  induce  him  to  accept  an 
ojftr  which  he  ended  by  accepting.     Very  Ukely  he  had 


III 


7«  THE  PERJURER 

fateaded  to  nftw  it;  the  n«on.  that  he  ««  fcr 
d«ng  «,  were  un^werable,  though  Helen  h«i^«««„ 
t-dy  to  meet  them.  But  he  w«,  for  the  moment, 
very  h«d  up,  «1  he  h«l  never  in  hi.  life  been  rfj, 
to  hold  out  Ion:.  «amrt  temptation.  A.  he  pocketed 
tte  cheque  wh=   .    .«  p„„ptiy  ^^^^  ^^  ^ 

ImT"        ""'^  "*  '^**''^  understood  th»t  thi.  wm  . 

«  Even  K,  rve  no  bu.ine«  to  borrow  ftom  you,  and 
I  m  sure  you  despiw  me  in  your  heart." 

"'^f/.l""'*'"  "*''^  '*'*'»«^  ^^  truth. 
»!!f!  u  •*"  ""^  '*"'"«*y  in  my  heart  is  that  the 
money  ought  to  be  yours,  not  mine,  and  with  Jl  my 
he«rt  I  wish  you  would  let  me  make  you  a  fi«  gift 

MTou  know  perfectly  well  that  I  cant  do  that,"  he 
retorted,  not  over  graciously.     "  You  know  a.  weU  a.  I 
do  that  when  a  man  wants  an  unmamed  woman's 
^1^'°°'^°"''  P«™^i"«-yf»Wm  to  get 
"  Ye^"  she  assented,  and  her  eyelids  dropped. 
But  Lavernock  did  not  say  what  for  one  sick  minute 
of  wdden  and  cold  terror  she  felt  sure  that  he  must  be 
go^  to  say.     Was  there,  after  aU.  a  touch  of  nobility 
in  the  mans  nature?    Did  he  realise  that,  although  she 
could  never  love  him.  she  wouW  many  him  if  headced 
her?    And  was  he.  foraU  his  manifold  shorteoming^ 
^nerous  enough  to  reject  so  humiliati,,  a  solution? 
He  only  laughed  and  remarked  that  there  remained 
some  lepfamate  methods  of  helping  the  destitute.     She 
might,  for  instance,  take  that  prodigious  white  elephant 
Lavernock  House  o#  his  hands.     Blandford  saidshe 
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J^wrfl.««,todo«.    H«,  ahe  .een  BL«df„rf 

that  he  would  .Uc.^  to  da  ^"*  •^'°' ^^-^ 

which.    I  do£~L  .r"*''  it  doesn't  muchmatte 
".dthMWnou^hL'tS;?*"*  •°^^^^*"'  '«-• 

hear  of  them ;  he  was  smTMT^'  "«"««  to 

«8am.  «^  eve;t,Iu;!!^r!  1  u'  T*^  ^'^  ^ 
rdj  upon  hi.  struj^^  til       ^T  *°°  "^  *° 

cuim  which  ArSl^^TT^j'y-^  ^  • 

before  h«,  the  in.po.M  ;"  i"  j^j'^^^^  ^7 

XTt::e^'i^l--qi^^^^ 

physicaUy  repeUent     nt  h  J"rr°"''  '""^''''  ^^'  «« 

^-n  had  bT  o^liJif^  i^lStZ^' 
^  acui^  .  _^^  ^^^  had^.'Sn: 
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^  dont   know  th.t   I   c«r   Hd«  «cW,^ 

^t^^W  .ky.    T!.™.  "But  TZfcATS 


CHAPTER  VII 
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poor  bother',  death,  it  c^t  ij  1 '  '^""",  »'  "T 
^  to  -ppe-  -t  it.  Peo^Te  dont  A„rr  "^^  ^ 
«»•  year  nowadays  even  wK«„ T  .  ^^"Melves  up 
or  their  wive,.  cLuZt^  '^ '"^  ^^^  »""»««£ 
"■oW  one'.  h«,dSrf  to  1"? '""'  '-  «P«^  to 

!^^  't  Wt  considZl  ^e^rt^^to"!  '  """^ ' 
^«    thing,     are    ,^  '^^^  ho-l  „  p„b]ic 

«y  idea  of  partIpaSrf„  ^*  ^^f.  *°  I-«<i«.  with 
She  wa,  in  LondorSy^*"'*^  °^  ^^^  """o"- 
i«»e.  P««r  because  to?«JrZ,*\'«d  -  other 
beckon  her  thither     It  i.  i  -ff  "^  '^  "^emed  to 

they  dared  her  conceoti™  ?f     u     "°*^"^'^  that 

I*»yEli«beth,  howeZ   11  "^'  *^*  ''"ty  -^ 

wever,  was  less  succewfij  with  her 


tfooeon  nsouiTiON  tbt  cnait 

(ANSI  ond  ISO  TEST  CHABT  No.  2) 


^  APPLIED    IIVHGE      In^ 

^^^  1653  Eoit  Main  Strrct 

m—^  Roch,it«r.   Nw.  York         14609       USA 

r^S  t"6)  «2  -  Q300  -  PhoM 

^S  (71G)   288  '  5989  -  Fo, 


■  ps 


80  THE  PERJURER 

nephew  than  «ith  her  niece.     Lavemock  flatly  refusal 

that  he  had  had  to  pawn  his  only  evening  suit ;  which, 
as  his  aunt  observed,  really  could  not  be  true.  In  any 
case,  he  was  an  absentee,  and  if  he  was  missed,  it  w^ 
not  by  Helen. 

Ve^  little  time,  indeed,  wa.  given  her  for  speculating 
upon  the  causes  of  what  she  could  not  but  inwardly 
welcome  as  a  respite.     She  had  not  intended  to  dance 

herself  booked  for  the  entire  progmmme.     The  majority 
of  her  aunts  guests  were  already  known  to  her   and 
even  :f  they  had  not  been,  it  is  Likely  that  a  yo^g 
lady  of  her  wealth  and  beauty  would  have  been  left  long 
without  partners.     Perhaps  these  were  a  shade  more 
eager  more  forthcoming,  mor«  desirous  to  please  than 
they  had  been  m  days  gone  by;   but  Helen  took  little 
note  of  their  changed  demeanour.     The  gilded  youths 
of  Ix,ndon  had  at  no  time  interested  her,  nor  she  them 
until  her  own  recently  acquired  gilding  had  mad.  them 
feel  that  they  owed  it  to  themselves  to  break  down  her 
rather  disconcerting  aloofness.     As  an  exception,  she 
was  conscious  of  distinct  interest  in  and  liking  for  young 
Forrester,  who  was  at  once  boyish  and  manly-dways 
an  attractive  combination-and  who  made  small  secret 
ot  the  fact  that  he  was  deeply  smitten  with  her.     After- 

"^JJ^T  '^'  "^^  *°  ■'""'^  ^'™  1«"«^.  *e  discov- 
eredthat  he  never  had  secrets,  being  constitutionally 
incapable  of  keeping  any.  Doubtless  that  was  why  he 
was  almost  pathetically  reticent,  when  Helen  made  some 
attempts  to  draw  him  upon  the  subject  of  her  cousin. 
I  shall  be  teUing  you  aU  I  know  if  you  go  on  like 
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8i 
this,"  he  seemed  to  say,  "and  it  isn't  cricket  t„     • 
-wayapal"    She  could  hear  the  verC  wo^oj i. ^J' 

hearS  the7oT;S        ^?  *°  ^^  *"*  *«  J""!  not 
^        worst  of  the  man  whose  name  she  expected  to 

»i?S:LhToffic:\^T^'"^°"-*«'--^'>  ^- 
it),  was  thatttr  rwL'^.?;,  — -^^  ^ve  ^d 

of  one  who  hS  rhr   7  ^P'°P'""°"^°"gl'tshy 
liked.     Forthelst      1'^^  ^^'  '^"  "°-^«'^y 

actual  oSn^Li  :t:l  r  ""^"  ^'*^  °^ »' 

nock  had  of  latl  «hiK  t^^   ^  '"'"*  °'*'^"'»'  I^ver- 
which  had^Idtmr  ,1  tte'"^  ^^  -™P»J 

wealth  withou  InkStZ     T^'""*  ''^■"  <" 
At  u  later  h^ur   HI  "°°""'"«'">g  g«°enJ  aspect. 

a,,^,  Miing  *°  "»  ""  th.1  „  ]„„  „^ 
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"  Oh,  but  I  want  to  talk  to  you,"  Helen  said. 


"Lirt 
I  am  sure  my 


us  go  and  sit  out  this  dance  somewhere, 
partner  will  let  me  off." 

Her  partner,  with  a  rather  bad  grace,  had  to  do  so. 
Helen's  habit  of  quietly  taking  it  for  granted  that  any 
request  of  hers  would  be  complied  with,  re'"  »'  xed  bv 
a  sincerely  modest  conviction  that  she  was  a  unimpor- 
tant to  her  partners  as  they  were  to  her,  sufficed  for  the 
attainment  of  her  purpose,  and,  being  acquainted  with 
the  topography  of  the  house,  she  was  able  to  conduct  the 
companion  whom  she  had  cho<:en  straight  to  a  secluded 
comer.  ' 

"lam  much  honoured,"  he  remarked,  as  he  seated 
himself  beside  her.  "I  can  only  suppose  that  I 
have  my  grey  hairs  to  thank  for  this  distinction." 

She  did  not  contradict  him.  "  Old  and  middle-aged 
men  are  nicer  than  young  ones,  I  always  think,"  said 
she.  «  One  is  more  at  one's  ease  with  them,  and  per- 
sonaUy  I  am  more  accustomed  to  them.  The  only 
young  man  with  whom  I  have  ever  been  anything  like 
intimate  in  my  life  is  my  cousin  Lavemock—  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  he  isn't  always  at  his  ease  with  me 
now»" 

«I  am  not,"  observed  Colonel  Julyan. 

"Not  what?" 

"  Not  sorry  if  he  has  a  wholesome  awe  of  you.  It's 
what  he  was  meant  to  have,  isn't  it  ?" 

"Perhaps,"  she  answered;  "but  I  think  it  is  more 
probable  that  he  was  meant  to  trust  me." 

"  And  doesn't  he  ? " 

«  AStir  a  fashion  he  does.  Until  lately  I  beUeve  he 
did,  and  he  always  came  to  me  when  he  was  in  any 
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double;  but  now,  as  of  cou«e  you  know,  thm«  have 
he^  made  awkward  and  difficult  for  us  bolh  " 

he^nt/""'^  °°i'"'-     "^"'--J  ««i  difficult." 
ZT-  ^^'  "^^  "  f^^  "  S«U  you  don't  give 

L^l  r^'T"*"'*^-    ««^"""t«nces,whenaU's 
said,  are  what  we  choose  to  make  them." 

wish wlTSLT"^  """^^  ""^"*  ^°  "^  "'^  ^y  «>« 

"Do  you  really  think  so  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  when 
one  dies,  one  definitely  retires  from  the  game.  W 
who  are  dead  may  have  wished  for  this  !r  that  dZg 
tt«r  bfetime^  but  who  knows  whether  they  would^'f 
wid,  for  something  quite  different  if  they  could  «t^ 
to  the  world  ?  This  world,  such  as  it  i<^and  it  S 
much  of  a  world  at  best-belongs  to  the  liv,^"  "* 
«  WeU,  but  the  law  aUows  us  to  make  willTand  sees 
that  they  are  carried  out." 

"Just  so  ;  and  the  fulfilment  of  legal  obligations  is 
aU  t^t  any  reasonable  man  asks  of  hi^ess^rs." 

that  ilvl™  T     "'""'^^  J""'  "'"'  '''^"t  the  feeling 
that  Lavemock  was  meant  to  have  for  me."  * 

Uh,  conjectures  are  unavoidable  " 

of  r.       \.'""  °°*  "^^  *°  J^  deprived  for  ever 
rf  what  ought  m  common  right  and  justice  t»  te 

This  was  putting  the  dots  on  the  i's  after  a  fashion 
^y  usual  between  mere  acquaintances  ,  W  C^nd 
Julyan  who  quite  m.de«tood  Helen's  superb  disdain 
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"  The  tesUtor,"  he  observed,  "doesn't  seem  to  have 
thought  that  it  would  be  very  safe  to  let  him  have 

"  Not  unconditionally,"  Helen  agreed.  « I  do  wish  " 
■he  added,  after  a  moment,  "that  it  weren't  im- 
possible  for  him  to  accept  an  annual  aUowance  from 
me ! " 

Colonel  Julyan's  only  rejoinder  was  a  barely  percept- 
ible shrug  of  the  shoulders. 

«  You  think  he  wouldn't  be  too  proud  to  accept  it  ?  " 
asked  Helen,  with  a  quick  frown.  "But  then  you 
evidently  dislike  Lavemock." 

"No;  only  perhaps  I  am  old  enough  to  be  aUowed 

"You  do  dislike  him,"  Helen  persisted,  "and  I 
wonder  why!  Is  he,  after  all,  so  very  di/Terent  from 
other  young  men?  Is  there  reaUy  anything  against 
bim,  except  that  he  has  been  wild  and  extravagant  ?  " 

She  obtained  only  an  evasive  reply.  A  tendency 
towards  wiWness  and  extravagance,  Colonel  Julyan 
remarked,  is  a  pretty  good  argument  against  giving  a 
man  control  over  capital.  Speaking  for  himself,  if  he 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  a  wild  and  extravagant 
son,  bP  would  certainly,  in  making  his  will,  take  care  to 
appoint  trustees.  It  was  a  pity,  no  doubt,  that  this  had 
not  been  done  m  Lavemock's  case  ;  still  there  are  more 
ways  than  one  of  dealing  with  an  awkward  situati-n. 
As  for  refusing  money,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
when  Miss  Monk  had  lived  as  long  as  he  had  done,  she 
wuld  agree  with  him  that  practically  nobody  ever  does 
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"Short  M   my  life  has  been,"  Helen  retorted    -I 
h-veh^offen.  of  money  refused  again  and  «SS' 
All  the  same,  she  had  never  known  her  i  refi.«, 

=yd:2d jtwTr  °^  ^°™'  -^"^-^- 

uuueiiiy  aeciaed  that  she  did  not  want  to  talk  aho„t 
her  cousin  any  more  °°"* 

S.  nrLrj-- '"""^"^^ 

hooL  nf  *  ?"''  '"^   '"'"^•^d   io   the  black 

boc^^  of  two  more  forgotten  and  justifiably  wrath^' 

Towards  the  end  of  the  evening  Lady  Elizabeth  .1. 

TonTofXt^TT'  ""^  «°*  ^^  ^  fro-^rie 
u  one  of  that  lot  who  go  in  for  high  play  and  who  Z 

not  out  of  pocket  at  the  end  of  the  yei  thorh  T 

.oung  Mows  whom  they  ^..ur.^  to^^^^tht^ 

This  happened  to  be  unjust;  for  if  Julyan  was  a 

citable  witt  h.s  juniors.     But  detraction  had  little 

1^  T\^'^'"'  ^^°  ^^"^  t°  ^°"°  her  own  jZ! 
men^from  the  result  of  her  own  observation  Gi^^ 
^•^count  of  the  dance  to  Miss  Blighthe  nextmot^ 
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«  Colonel  Julyan  was  there.  He  «ked  if  he  might 
«iU,  and  '  told  him  we  should  be  very  glad  to  see  him. 
Somehow,  I  fancy  that  he  isn't  quite  as  black  as  he  is 
pamted. 

«"^,°''"  ^'^  *'"^'"«  *°  paint  him  black  f "  asked 
Miss  B hgh,  bristling  up.  "I  should  like  to  make 
that  calumniator  swallow  his  paint-pot,  brush  and 
all!  I  know  a  white  man  when  I  see  one,  and  ITl 
answer  for  it  that  there  isn't  much  amiss  with  Colonel 
Julyan." 

Colonel  Julyan  would  have  told  her  that  there  was  a 
good  deal  amiss  with  him.     Upwards  of  two  score  well 
rung  and  mostly  ill-spent  years,  amongst  other  things. 
Hu.  past  had  been  of  a  nature  which  he  would  have 
beer  very  sorry  to  disclose  to  Miss  Bligh  or  Miss  Monk 
in  detml,  though  they  were  welcome  enough  to  know 
what  they  probably  did  know  about  it  in  genend  terms. 
Of  ^urse  he  was  not,  and  never  could  be,  a  candidate 
for  Helen  Monk's  hand.     He    might  perhaps,  without 
undue  presumption,  be  a  candidate  for  her  friendship. 
A  middle-aged  man  who  aspires  to  he  the  friend  of  a 
girl  do«  not  necessarily  make  a  fool  of  himself  thereby  • 
altho^h  he  is  to  be  sure,  in  some  danger  of  doing  so  if 
he  refases  to  look  things  in  the  face.     Colonel  Jul«m 
r«>olutely  looked  himself  in  the  face,  while  shaving,^ 
the  morning  after  I^y  Elizabeth's  dance,  and  saw  the 
reflection  of  a  comely,  refined  countenance,  with  rather 
deep  lines  rumiing  from  the  nostnls  to  the  comers  of 
the  mouth,  faint  crows'-feet  about  the  eyes  and  crisp, 
curly  hair,  flecked  with  silver.     It  was  a  countenanS 
which  had  worked  havoc  with  many  hearts  in  days  gone 
by,  and  it  might  be  said,  upon  the  whole,  to  have  worn 
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wonderfaUy  well ;  but  the  point  which  demanded  ruth- 
less emphasis  m  connection  with  it  was  that  its  day  had 
gone  by.     Why  should  such  a  point  be  in  any  way 
relevant  to  a  mere  question  of  friendship  ?     Well  only 
because  Helen  Monk  happened  to  affect  Jjlyan  as  no 
woman  had  ever  done  before,  and  because  of  that  oiT- 
chance  of  making  a  fool  of  oneself  which  had  to  be 
reckoned  with.     He  had  met  innumerable  women,  and 
had,  i^rhaps,  been  a  little  unfortunate  in  his  encounters ; 
he  had  lived  in  social  circles  which,  with  some  outward 
show  of  bemg  wide,  are  in  reality  narrow  ;  his  opinion 
of  women  m  the  abstract  was  not  a  respe^ful  one    Yet 
like  the   rest  of  us,   young  and   old,  he   had  in   the 
recesses  of  his  heart  a  feminine  ideal,  and  if,  at  this  late 
stage,  his  ideal  had  found  materialisation,  was  he  any 
the  worse  off?     He  i^aUy  could  not  see  why  he  should 
be ;  still  less  could  he  see  the  smallest  reason  for  denying 
himself  the  pleasure  "f  Miss  Monk's  society.     As  we  get 
on  in  life  we  grow  perforce  unselfish.     For  ourselves  we 
ask  httle,  expect  little,  are  satisfied  with  little.    The 
s«Tice  of  those  whom  we  love  becomes  its  own  reward. 
That,  nghtly  understood,  is  the  real  and  by  no  means 
inadequate  compensation  for  being  out  of  the  running 

Colonel  Julyan,  therefore,  not  only  paid  the  permitted 
visit  but  foUowed  it  up  with  frequent  others,  in  which 
he  was  accompanied  by  Forrester  or  Lavemock  or  both 
of  them.  Between  the  three  men  and  the  two  ladies 
there  ensued  a  rapid  intimacy;  Hurlingham,  Ranelagh 
and  Lord's  affording  scenes  and  occasions  which  were 
•Mi^y  suggested  by  Forrester  and  willingly  assented  to  by 
Helen,  who  knew  so  little  about  that  world  of  which  the 
source  and  end  is  amusemett.     Never  before  in  her  life 
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h^  Ae  been  to  Hurlingham  or  lUnelagh,  and  only 
on«  or  twjce,  during  Laverock',  Eton  Zys  to  Lo^^ 
G«ly  attired  crowds;  the  babble  of  her  conte^pi^e^ 
male  and  female;  the  consdou.ne«,  at  fi„t  aS.T 
of  teng  a  notaWe  figure,  stared  at.  admired,  S 
gw^jr  envied-all  these  were  novuties  to  her,  and  J^ 
ended  .f  aU  did  not  begin,  by  being  pleasant  ^e« 

Forrester  was  always  in  a  good  one,  while  Colonel 
Julya^was  courteous,  kindly,  anxious  to  be  use^  an^ 
n  certain  directions,  eminently  capable  of  being  so  In 
mLTl  "i,'«"-.<»-'««on.  for  instance^r'taste 
might  be  rehed  upon,  and,  as  Helen  had  no  ^t  ^n 
fidence  in  her  own,  she  often  consulted  him  itTreZj 
to  ^e  work  then  in  prog«ss  at  the  family  m^^oT^ 
-Ith     ?  '"^  *"  **"  y°"'"  *«  ^^'  ""e  day,  "that 

Wv'  ?!  •^'"'"8-"°"»  •«  g^i-g  to  be  a  flat  faihj 
Exactly  what  is  wrong  with  it  I  can't  say;  butTo 
doub^  you  would  see  at  a  glance.  Would'^u  min" 
meebng  me  m  St.  James's  Square  some  afteiio^n  i^ 
porting  out  the  mistake,  whatever  it  is  ?^ 
His  answer  was  that  he  would  be  only  too  delighted 

tT  ^'JJ!^^^'"'  fo^  ^y  purpose.     Might  hf  ^ 
for  her  and  Miss  Bligh  in  his  motor?  ^  ^  ""^ 

No;  I  think  we'll  meet  at  the  house,  please."  she 
-d^..j,^t  you  and  I,  without  any  ib^tht 
person.  I  don't  want  Susie  to  put  in  her  word  •  ^ 
too  obstinately  flamboyant"  '      ^ " 

if  S"Lr°'^f  ^^""^  '"^^"^  ^'^  ^  •»«»«  -are, 
.f  he  had  not  known  it  already,  that  in  Miss  MonTs 
eyes  he  was  entitled  to  the  prerogatives  of  miM 
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-ge.     Wdl,  that  w„«Mtly  what  he  wi^ed  for     So. 
Tl'^"  *"""^  ^'""^^f  «">«  than  on«  Xe„  U 

penniM,on  to  *rve  her  wa,  all  he  cam!  to  «,k? 

hastened  to  do  Mi^Ck  tl^s^tt/lT';''' 
what  was  the  matter  with  a  vpr„  T^  'adicatmg 

the  latter),  wanted;  he  had  thonirht        v   ^^P™*^"'." 

least  be  hinted  at^  .  ^-  T^  ?"*   *^'^  '»«''*  "* 
*^  "*  ^  "  fr-^d  in  the  event  of  absolute 


Ill 
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never  beheved  tUt  Helen  would  „»ny  LavemoT 
he  felt  .ure  th.t  .he  would  «»„  ,JZ,  f^.'^^} 
«  much  „  there  w«  any  need  for  her  to  discover 

play  for  high  .take^,  but  whether  he  lo«,  nore  than 
he  wins  I  can't  tell  you."  ^^ 

yol  Jot  ? "°"  ""  ""'  "'  ^'"^  ''"'  P^'y  "'■"' '''"''  •" 

"I  do  play  with  him  sometime*." 

"And  you  have  more  control  over  him  than  mort 
people,  they  say."  ^ 

"I  am  afraid  whoever  says  so  pays  me  too  hirf,  , 
~mphment.  I  am  only  a  .tired  .Sonel,  „.member 
When  I  was  on  the  active  list  I  had,  of  course,  a 
oertam  control  over  the  conduct  of  my  young  office^.  • 
but  I  was  always  chary  of  exercising  it.  One  itSj 
rebuke  other  people  for  doing  what  one  does  onesdF^ 

ColoS  jS;17*"  "  "'■"*"«  '^•»'-  ^o  -"«. 

«  W^''"sii7i?.'"  f"'  ^""'"'^  "^  humiliation." 
th.         I.'  *""l "''''"' *"™'°«»''''Ple«sed  face  towards 
the  speaker  «!  an,  disappointed.     I  thought  perhaps 
you  would  help  me  ;  but  evidently  you  won't  " 

"My  dear  Miss  Monk,  if  there  were  any  way  in 
wh.<J^  I  could  possibly  be  of  assistance  to^you.yu 
should  not  have  to  ask  twice."  ' 

"That  is  a  manner  of  talking;  it  doesn't  seem  to 
mean  much.    I  have  never,  that  I  can  remember,  asked 
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•nybody  to  help  me  before,  I  have  alw.y,  depended 
upon  my«lf,  «„d  alway.,  to  tell  the  truth,  thought  that 
I  had  a  .tronger  will  than  LavemockV  But  now  he 
hM  got  out  of  my  hand,  and-and  the  whole  situation 
M  intolerable!  I  can't  »tand  looking  on  while  be 
drowns!     What  am  I  to  do?" 

She  spoke  with  unwonted  vehemence,  and  both  her 
voice  and  her  eyes  gave  evidence  of  a  distress  which 
would  have  appealed  to  Julyan's  heart,  had  any  appeal 
been  required  by  that  vanquished  organ. 

"  What  am  /  to  do  ?  '  he  asked,  smiling.     «  ShaU  I 
swear  never  to  play  cards  with  your  cousin  again  ?  " 
"  Well,  if  you  would  do  that,  it  would  be  something." 
"  It  M  done.     I  swear.     Anything  more  ?  " 
She  hesitated   for  a  moment,  then  resumed :   "  In 
spite  of  what  you  say,  I  suspect  that  he  must  be  mor 
or  less  guided  by  your  eiample.     Could  you  not  gi 
him  a  lead  by  staking  smaller  sums  yourself?" 

« I  could ;  but  it  would  be  a  little  difficult.  A»  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  and  I  belong  to  a  club  at  which  the 
stakes  are  always  what  u  called  high.  In  my  case  it 
doesnt  signify  whether  they  ar«  high  or  low,  as  my 
winnings  and  losses  just  about  balance,  ordinarily 
peaking;  but  I  am  afi«id  the  same  can't  be  said  of 
his.  A  better  plan  would  be  for  me  to  give  up  play 
altogether.  From  today,  then,  Miss  Monk,  I  solemnly 
wear  that  I  will  play  cards  for  money  no  more." 

"Oh,  but,"  gasped  Helen,  taken  aback  by  so  sudden 
and  complete  a  surrender,  « I  didn't  intend  to  ask  for 
anythmg  like  that !  Aren't  you— everybody  says  you 
are— simply  devoted  to  gambling  ?  " 

"It  is  my  most  cherished  vice,"  he  answered,  with  a 
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o-twg  It  away  fro„  „«  to  please  you.     I  c«<rtTL  i 
•^  of  rtxaw  to  the  drown^  La^en,ocJ  X^^  ? 

that  btUe  matter  .s  disposed  of,  let  us  get  back  to3 
waU^pers;  for  I  don't  think  you  quite  tooT  in  w^ 
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doZn!:r;ir''"  ^"--.t '«-  ^f-  overcoat,  yo„ 

even,  in  some  cases    bor^         '  .*'"'^»«»"«  and 
Helen  could  not^'Sr^       "^°  >  'P^'"^""*-    S° 

that  she  o^^tlo^"'  sr"^ul  "  *^  '"^  »"'- 
deal  better  plL^^  1,!^^       ^""^  ^^  »  ^ 

£  TTi^  "^-  ^-  --^  As  i;  tt 
"ake.^irui^srnSrrr''^^  ^°"- 

of  its  p«,ving  a  fruitful  one  ^etrl  7  V^'l'^ 
''as  that  Colonel  Julyan  L  „^  1^  /  ^'J"*)'' 
not  g^aUy  care  whether  he  sLur  Tj^T^t' 
and  upon  the  whole  rather  honld  thTi^  ^^  ' 
Surely  he  mitrht  ),.„        j     ?'^'       *  ^^  """^d  sink. 

very  foenr  atttde  T  ^""^  ""*  ^^''^  "«  "»*  « 
in^LJ-r  ^  attitude  to  assume  towanls  her'  B.,t 
.ndeed  ,t  was  e.dent  that  he  did  not  underZd  W 

He  understood  her  weU  enough.     He  had,  in  these 
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days,  occasional  conversations  with  his  staunch  adheieBt 

Miss  Bhgh,  to  whom  he  spoke  of  Helen  in  term,  which 

ws°S-^**    ^  "*  ^^*  ^"^^  """^  p^""  *°  '*'^y 

«  Miss  Monk,"  said  he,  «  belongs  to  her  epoch.  She 
doesn  t  think  she  does,  and  it  seems  a  little  odd  that 
sue  should,  considering  the  way  in  which  she  has  been 
brought  up ;  but  I  suppose  these  things  are  in  the  air 
Ihe  women  of  today  are  beginning,  for  the  fint  time  in 
the  history  of  the  human  race,  to  look  at  marriage 
from  a  masculine  standpoint.  Somehow  or  othTr 
It  has  dawned  upon  ^hem  that  they  don't  esist  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  becoming  wives  and  mothers,  and  that 

And  M,^  Monk  has  far  better  reasons  than  mort 
of  them  for  preferring  to  remain  as  she  is.  Wealth 
independence,  a  strong  liking  for  being,  as  she  always 

nas  been,  her  own  mistress " 

"Ah,  but,-  interrupted  Miss  Bligh,  "you  foreet  a 
woman  s  equally  strong  feeling  that  it's  wrong  to  List 
upon  having  what  she  likes." 

"Is  that  feeling  characteristic  of  the  modem  woman  ? 
WeU  I  daresay  it  is  characteristic  of  Miss  Monk,  who 
IS  only  modem  becau^  she  happened  to  be  bom  in 
modem  times.  What  I  mean  about  her  is  that  she  is 
not  a  marrying  woman.  You  can  see  that  by  her 
m»ner  with  men.  She  knows  a  great  many  and  meets 
fi^  on«,  every  day.  Some  she  likes,  and  some  she 
doesn  t ;  but  never  a  one  of  them  does  she  regard  a.  an 
even  remotely  possible  husband.  Here  have  always 
b^n  badielor,  who  have  viewed  women  at  large  in  that 
style,  but  It  hasn't  until  within  the  last  few  y^  been 
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»:iz3i  rrj'."  ^*:.*t'  'r 

« Ti.  mission  is." 

to  JXV:^lt^  *^  ■"■•«•>*  •-  P-'^^i  upon 

hinl'^t  LS'l:;*r  "^  ?^-«'  *e  doesn't  even 
« ni,  .11    I.  *^  "^  possesses  to  be  free  " 

He  isn  t  much  inclined  to  push  it.  is  he  ?  " 
claim     S.'  rr'^!'-  ""'* '  ^^  P-f--  t°  h-e  no 

-theleier-^L^^XtLrt^ 
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"  Does  Miss  Monk  discuss  this  one  ?  " 

mJkt^  •  T  fr^  ""'"°"'  °^  «>»*  kind ;  I  don't 

or  Aocked  than  I  am.  In  fact,  we're  so  little  shocked 
that  were  going  to  see  the  woman  dance  or  sin«  « 
whatever  ,t  .  that  she  does,  and  Lavenaock  is  ol^  rf 
the  party.     I  offer  you  that  for  modem !  " 

Injustice  to  Helen  it  must  be  said  that  her  wish  to 
*^a  piece  which  was  drawing  large  audiences  just  then 

«cti«^  with  whose  name  gossip  loudly  cCli  her 
cousin^  and  it  is  only  fair  to  Lavemock  to  !dj  ^Z 
he  luul  done  his  best  to  dissuade  her  from  «  proTeS 
whi^as  not  to  his  liking.     But  Helen  had  nr^ 

woidd  bore  her  to  death,  nor  had  she  accepted  sundry 
^«^  on  which  her  cousin  had  sought  to  eL.  UmS 
from  accompanymg  her.  She  .«id  she  was  sorry  he 
didn  t  hke  the  play,  but  she  had  abeady  engagedVbox 

It'wtiT.  ^."^^  °^'^  ^^  suLq3supi^ 
at  whicb  he  and  Colonel  Julyan  and  CapWn  ForrX 

m  ,iT"'  ^"  ^^  •*'"«  ^''  S"^*«-  So  she  hoped 
5m  „„f  t^  »ot  to  mind.  It  may  be  that  she  relSy 
did  not  see  why  he  should.  Her  long-standing  tolera 
tionofLaveniock'speccadiUoes,  her  general  ac^ie^" 
m  his  mode  of  life,  as  being  what  the  condiSisS 
My  made  .  ,  a  certain  high  disdain  of  items  on  hi 
P-t  probably  cau^  her  to  regari  Miss  Marge^ 
Vernon  as  visual  and  negligible.  Moreover,  thereS 
^n  several  previous  theatre  parties,  foUo;ed  or  p^ 
ced«^  by  entertaimnents  for  which  one  or  other  of  the 
men  had  paid  the  bill,  and  now  it  was  her  turT 
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"You  are  coming  with  lutoaee  Th,  ^•™,-      ^'^ 
««n't  yon  ?  "  she  asked  C„I™  7  T,  ''^S*"*'  Gir^ 

in  the  Park  one  mo^  '"'  ''°'°  **  ""«* 

"if  I  am  invited,"  he  answered. 
Didn?  s^"^  ^""  '^-     ^  *°W  Susie  to  invite  you. 

th:^'rr^id''^„i:5°-^«^><w,«j, 

«Whvn„t»    /^        .  •*  amused." 

damped."  ^    **    °^  **»«  Party  won't  be 

t«^lt  a':Zr'  '^  'T'  ''"^  '"^  '^•^  -*  to  ob- 

'•»^domk.:So:kCXt2i:"r«- 

nadouslyand  irritably  anxiouIT.^''"**!*'*'- 
^t  in  the  recesses  "f  Z^h    P^P™*^  *^t  *««k 

ba^glimpseof  the  .IT   SeslSt  t?-^'^''"'  *•"*  " 
the  infenwl  piece  •  h?h'«^  t    ^  "^"^ *  '^"'t  ^^ 

-d  was  moH;,  L'klfT  ""  "  "^^  «-- 

rj;u^ter„';°wrt:°Jt""«''  ^'*^-'  --^ 
i^,^-natu«..coC;\--rherTt; 

--rcs:r£^~°^^^^^^^^^^ 

v^w^situat^rrbi^s-^xtir 
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of  another  little  drama  which  intenrted  him  oonider- 
«bly  more.     He  was  somewhat  mystified  as  to  Helen's 
motive  for  being  where  she  was.     A  silly,  vulgar  musical 
comedy  could  not  attract  her ;  neither  could  she  wish  to 
gaze  at  the  features  of  her  equaUy  vulgar  rival     She 
would  not  care  how  many  rivals  she  had  nor  how  glar- 
ing  might  be  their  vulgarity.     Possibly  she  had  no 
conscious  motive,  but  it  was  not  impossible  that  she  had 
an  unconscious  one.     Unconsciously,  no  doubt,  yet  per- 
ceptibly to  Julyan's  close  scrutiny,  she  was  casting  about 
her  almost  m  desperation  for  a  loophole.     Notwith- 
standing her  habivual  serene  self-possession,  there  was  at 
moments  a  scared,  hunted  look  in  her  eyes.     Bound  in 
honour  though  she  heV  herself  to  be  by  her  uncle's 
8upp<Med  behest,  she  longt.'.-whether  she  knew  it  or  not 
—to  be  furnished  with  some  reason  which  everybody 
must  acknowledge  as  valid  for  setting  it  aside.     She 
longed  to  be  in  a  position  to  say  to  Lavemock  with  a 
clear  conscience,  "This  is  final ;  this  puts  our  marria«e 
out  of  the  question.     I  wiU  do  anything  I  can  for  you ; 
you  shall  have  half  my  fortune,  or  the  whole  of  it ;  but 
I  can  never  be  your  wife." 

The  actual  situation  oflereJ  possibilities.  Lavemock 
was  man  extremely  bad  temper ;  he  had  evidently  been 
dining  too  well;  it  was  likewise  evident  that  he  was 
nervous  about  being  seen  in  his  cousin's  company  by 
the  notoriously  jealous  Margery  Vernon.  A  very  litUe 
provocation  might  suflice  to  make  him  say  unpardonable 
things. 

During  the  first  act,  however,  he  said  nothing  at  all 
Bending  forward,  with  his  elbcws  on  'lis  knees  and  a 
frown  on  his  brow,  he  took  cover  behind  Miss  Blip's 
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•w««l  back  and  doubtlew  honed  to  ««i~    »_.     .. 

»u«  to  detect  h3!L  ,     ^^  *y~  "'^"  P«"y 

n™  to  letect  him  sooner  or  later,  he  would  have  done 

wf  '°.!:'T^  ^^y  ^"  P"*"-*  -here  he  w«  tr 
f^y  entitled  to  be  than  to  put  him«dn„  the^ 

This  favourite  of  the  music-halls  who  occasionaUy  a. 
now,  took  a  part  in  one  of  those  strange  rep^'tT 
ions  which  dispense  with  plot,  demand  TsTrtTht 
tnonic  ability  and  consist  of  a  se^^  of^Hn 

t:rr^  tabw,  inte^pei^i:;^  fopS*:^^ 

and  dances,  was  not  without  talent  of  the  kindlLlS 
by  her  audiences.  She  danced  neatly,  sang  TwS  wl 
queer,  cracky  .oiee  would  let  her  an^' altho^h'fe  wa. 
no  longer  m  her  first  youth,  could  still  cont^e  to  W 
charmingly  pretty  at  a  distance.     Her  g«Itlarl  Z^ 

smilpl  '?''  '"''*^  *°  ^''^  appreciative ;  herg^ 

r     Aone  upon  the  just  and  upon  the  unjust ;  sheS 

»tirt."*HrrSai^;--e:;w 

Such  was  Margeiy  Vernon  on  the  stage     Off  it  sh. 

cost  In  this  frankly  idiotic  piece  she  had  two  rath« 
caching  songs  and  a  dance.  The  i^t  oThe  l^T  w^ 
-.gnificant,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  Sf  ^ 
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none.  What  happened  was  that  from  time  to  time 
wmebody  tickled  her  or  gave  her  a  dy  dig  in  the  ribi. 
She  then  doubled  up  and  became  convulaed  with  laugh- 
ter, which  communicated  itself  to  her  fellow  performeM, 
^«"d  in  ripples  across  the  footlights,  gained  stalls, 
boxes,  pit  and  gaUeiy,  and  culminated  in  a  univenal 
roar  of  hilarity.  Apparently  this  was  one  of  those 
subUe  strokes  of  humour  so  dear  to  the  British  heart;. 
Age  cannot  stale  nor  custom  wither  their  exquisite 
monotony.  ^ 

Forrester  went  on  sniggering  delightedly  after  the 
curtam  had  faUen  upon  the  first  act.  "Isn't  she 
npping ! "  he  exclainled.  «  And  she's  always  the  same, 
you  know-always  throws  herself  into  the  spirit  of  the 
thing  like  that,  just  as  if  this  wasn't  something  neap 
the  seventieth  night.  How  she  does  it  1  can't  tWnk  I " 
Mss  Bligh,  though  less  enthusiastic,  had  to  own  that 
«he  had  been  amused.  'Tnfantine  drivel,  of  course; 
but  perhaps  that's  just  where  the  joke  comes  in.  And  I 
wiU  say  for  the  woman  that  she's  somehow  comic." 

Lavemock  had  slipped  out  of  the  box.  Helen, 
looking  rather  grave  and  annoyed,  stared  straight  before 
her  and  made  no  remark  until  Julyan  inquired  how  the 
performance,  so  far  as  it  had  gone,  struck  her. 

"I  don't  think  Miss  Vernon  funny,"  she  confessed, 
without  looking  round;  "that  laugh  of  hers,  which 
eve- ybody  seems  to  find  so  infectious,  makes  me  want  to 
stop  my  eats."  Then,  suddenly  turning  her  head 
towards  her  interrogator,  "Didn't  you  tell  me  that 
you  Imew  her  ?  "  she  asked.     «  What  sort  of  a  person 

The  entrance  of  a  couple  of  youths  who  had  come 
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to  pay  their  respect,  to  Miss  Monk  exempted  Julyan 
from  aMwering  a  question  to  which  no  honert  «ply 
ooold  have  been  given,  and  he  was  left  to  wonder  what 
had  aet  Helen's  teeth  on  edge. 

He  did  not  have  to  wait  very  long  for  enlightenment 
A.  the  «w,nd  act  began,  Lavemock  returned,  havimr 
ev,d«,tly  employed  the  interval  in  refreshing  him.^ 
^^"^^■°  «"*  <»•  «>«»«  other  cause,  in  a  totaUy 

"Now  then.  Forrester,"  said  he  .ocukrly.  "do  you 
mean  to  monopolise  Helen  for  the  whole  evening,  or  i, 
a  poor  relation  to  be  allowed  a  look  in?" 

Forrester  gave  up  his  seat  good-humouredly  enough, 
and  as,  at  the  same  moment.  Miss  Bligh  looked  ove^ 
her  shoulder  to  say  something  to  Colonel  Julyan,  the 
latter  topped  into  the  chair  which  had  hitherto  been 
occupied  by  Lavemock.    Thus  he  obtained  a  clearer 

ZL f  T^*  '""  *"'''"«  P'^  ""  ^^'^  "^^  «»d  thus  he 
«peedUy  became  aware  that  Margery  Vernon  was  fi,rious. 
Perhaps  there  wei«  only  two  other  pe™>ns  in  the  house 
who  gu«Bed  that  she  was,  and  of  those  two  one  was  at 
some  pains  to  intimate  that  it  was  a  matter  of  indifFer- 
ence  to  him  whether  she  wm  or  n„t     t  '""'"» 

iicuier  sne  was  or  not.     Lavemock  must 

either  have  recognised  the  futility  of  attempting  forther 
concealment  or  taken  courage  to  assert  his  independence : 
for  there  was  something  distinctly  aggressive  in  his 
demeanour  as  he  sat,  with  his  sleek,  handsome  head 
dose  to  his  cousin's,  chatting  in  an  undertone  and  only 
fi«m  time  to  time  throwing  a  scornful  glance  at  the 
r^JIyckver  pantomime  which  was  being  enacted  for 
h«  and  her  benefit.  Margery  Vernon  could  on  occasion 
be  very  clever  mdeed.     Anybody  can  be  impudent ;  but 
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it  ii  not  everjr  aetren  who  could  Uve  mauged  to 
fonrey,  „  rf„.  w«  doing,  .  «,gg«tion  of  peculkr 
Maolenoe  towards  one  wnall  part  of  the  *midide  of 
humanity  by  which  she  was  &ced  whilst  exhilarating  the 
remainder  w,th  what  appeared  to  be  no  mow  tUn  a 
■omewhat  audacious  exaggeration  ot  her  part  She 
nem.  ceased  laughing ,  she  skipped  about  the  stage  a. 
nimUy  and  hght-heartedly  as  was  her  wont ;  onlythere 
WM  a  malignant  fire  in  her  eyes  which  Julyan  would 

«ZiJ!^r  ?;  *°  '"*^'^  '^"^  if  die  had  not 
permitted  henelf  gestures  and  grimaces  which  were  not 
open  to  mismterpi^tation.  She  did  not  raise  her 
thumb  to  her  nose  and  spread  out  her  fingers ;  but  she 
might  almost  as  weU  have  done  so,  and  she  would 
not^have  been  half  «,  indescribably  offensive  if  die 

"  Don't  you  wish  you  may  get  him  ! "  she  seemed  to 
be  saying  to  Helexi.  «  He's  mine  for  as  long  as  I  choose, 
and  so  you  shall  find!"  ^^ 

Helen  took  this  unequivocal  challenge  as  a  woman  of 
her  nerve  and  breeding  was  sure  to  take  it.  She  appeared 
to  notice  nothing;  her  face  did  not  change  nor  ^er 
colour  fade ;  yet  Julyan,  watching  her,  could  not  doubt 
that  she  was  passing  through  a  painful  onleal,  and  he 
felt  angnly  tiat  it  was  one  to  which  she  ought  not  to 
have  been  subjected.  He  might  have  remembered,  but 
did  not  that  It  was  she  herself  who  had  insisted  upon 
coming  to  the  theatre,  and  that  Lavemock  had  tried  to 
prevent  her  from  doing  so.  He  forgot,  too,  that  at  an 
earber  hour  he  had  half  suspectt  J  L  of  seeking  some 
such  pretext  as  this  for  a  rupture.  He  was  provoked 
with  Lavemock  and  felt  less  philosophic  than  usual 
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when,  on  the  tenniMtion  of  the  act.  the  Utter  took  hin 
by  tte  ««  «rf  led  him  out  to  .moke  .  dgarette. 

Z*  /.^f  "*"'''  "°*  •"*'?  "y^"*'  "  y"""  "oold  Hve 
your  friend  Mi*.  Margeiy  .  hint  to  behave  heneU  ./ith 
wnunon  decency." 

"i^youMw.didyou?  Sickening  little  wietch !  And 
»U  becaiue  I  wmetime.  venture  to  talk  to  my  own 
firrt  cwttin !  Who  but  a  woman  would  be  roch  an  idiot ! " 
I  don't  know,  Fm  mire,"  anawered  Julyan,  "but,  if 
youTl  excuK  my  wying  ,0,  I  don't  think  many  men, 
Mtuated  a*  you  are,  would  allow  thai  kind  of  thinit  to 
happen."  ^ 

"  ^'^f  y««11  teU  me  bow  the  devU  I  wa.  to  prevent 

.,  ,  ' '.  '*  ~°""  *°  *•"*>  P"'«'P"  y°"  don't  K>  very 
well  know  how  I  am  situated." 

«  ^  ^°''  '!"*  ^  everybody'.  Kcret,"  Julyan  an.wered. 

What  puizles  me  is  that  you  Aould  take  »o  much 
teouhle  to  cut  your  own  throat.  Not  that  I  object.  I 
itaU  be  only  too  glad  if,  after  thi.,  Min  Monk  tells  you 
that  you  and  she  murt  be  cousins  for  the  future  and 
nothing  more." 

'"Huinks  awfbUy.  It  i«,t  quite  a  thousand  to  one 
that  I  shall  give  her  the  chance  of  telling  me  that, 
though." 

"  I  most  sincerely  hope  you  never  wiU." 

«  You  take  a  deep  interest  in  Helen,"  remarked  Laver- 
nock  sneeringly. 

Julyan  kep  his  temper.  «  One  may  be  aUowed  at  my 
age,"  he  returned,  « to  take  an  interest  in  ladies  of  hers 
You  don't  do  me  the  honour  to  be  jealous  of  me  on  that 
account,  I  presume." 

Lavemock  laughed.     «WeU,  hardly!"  he  replied, 
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think  I  CM  .tick  Mother  «t  of  thi.rtuff.    TcU  Hd«. 
m  join  you  at  Rita',  •fterwarf..-  *«"««!« 
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CHAPTER  IX  ^ 

HTITMICi 

w«  "^'t^!,'^"' **"=  P'"* «'" Margeo  Vernon 
wa.^.ea^  to  desist    entirely  fi«m    her  a^Bressive 

S^    ^•'*'"''°»«^''-''«l-ttheboxi„.1K;' 

fn«uls  were  jeated,  and  th.,,  coupled  with  Lavsrnock" 

ah^nce.  enabled  both   Helen  and  Julyan  to  Z  . 

prrtty  accuiate  ^rmise  as  to  the  cau«>  of  her  changed 

dem«u,om      Helen  went  a  little  further  and  ZS 

^t  Colonel  Jdyan  had  taken  her  cousin  out  S 

to   give    him    instructions;  whereat    she  was  rather 

hTrr^J""*:*^-  I*'^«t-ethatd.ehad3^ 
him  to  help  her ;  but  she  had  not  me«,t  to  ask  for  hb 
protection,  which  she  did  not  need,  nor  did  she  1  ke  hh 
quiet  smile,  when  their  eyes  met,  which  had  too  Icl 

w^l?^"  °'  ''y'"8> "  ^^'^  I  te"  you «.  ?  " 

WeU,  of  course  she  had  made  a  mistake  in  going  to 
that  theatre ,  but  she  made  another,  and  less  excusfbfe 
one,  when  she  imagined  that  a  very  good  friend  of  hers 

^e  A  "°^"«:T  "  *°  **  '''^^^  ^y  »>«'  discomfiture, 
^e  discomfited  are  themselves  apt  to  be  wanting  i„ 
gener^ty,  and  Helen,  for  all  her  impa^ive  beaW 

^^'  r"  ^-^  •"""  "P'"*  ''y  ^*  had  takl 

place  than  she  cared  to  avow.     However,  she  did  end 

lOS 
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^making  an  avowal  to  Miss  Bligh,  who,  for  her  part, 
had  noticed  nothing.  R  was  not  until  the  two  S 
had  reached  their  hotel,  whither  their  guests  were  to 

Sr  i^Tl*^'*  "'^'°  ^"''^  •"  "P°°  *^  "«»>ologue 
with  which  her  companion  had  contentedly  beguiled  the 
way  by  exclaiming : 

"I  don't  think  it  was  Lavernock's  fault;  I  dont 
suppose  he  could  have  expected  that  odious  woman  to 
".suit  me  as  she  did !  But  I  have  never  had  such  ^ 
apenence  before  in  my  life,  and  I  wouldn't  go  throuith 
It  agam  for  anything ! "  6  "«" 

Miss  Bligh  stared  round-eyed.  "  Who  insulted  you  ? " 
she  asked.  "  Margery  Vernon  f  You  must  have  been 
letting  your  imagination  run  away  with  you,  Helen. 
1  cant  think  what  you  mean." 

Even  when  full  explanations  had  been  given,  she 
remained  incredulous  and  was  disposed  to  make  light  of 
the  mcident.  A  woman  of  that  class  !_and  under  aU 
t^e  circumstances!  Did  it  really  matter  if  she  had 
thought  she  saw  her  way  to  be  impertinent? 

It    wasn't    that,"    answered    Helen;    "of   course 
impertmenoe  wouldn't    have    mattered.     It    was   her 

look«l  ab«,lutely  devilish !     She-she  frightened  me." 
-S«/roto.&,"said  the  practical  Miss  Bligh,  and  went 
offatoncetoget  it. 
No  doubt  she  was  quite  right.     That  Helen,  of  aU 

rSV  i*^  T,*°  •'"""S  ^"  frightened,  that  she 
should  be  r.: '.,  shaken  and  within  sight  of  tears,  was  as 
clear  evidence  as  could  be  of  unstrung  nerved,     lie 

Sh  L'dZyr^"^^  *'^  ""^'P^*^  ^«-*'  ^- 
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«rn>e  &ct  of  the  matter  is,  my  dear,  that  you  have 
been  domg  too  much  and  overtiring  yourself.  Hen  you 
take  ,t  mtoyourhead  that  it  is  a  good  thing  to  dispj^ 
with  dimier  before  going  to  the  theatre,  and  whatTttI 
consequence?  Why.  that,  instead  of  ha^ngincZ^on 
you  get  a  waking  nightmare  and  mistalfe  a  ^"^ 
httle  music-haU  singer  for  a  tragedy  queen.  You'U  ^ 
aU  right  as  soon  as  you've  had  your  supper.     I  .«t 

TooTs^..:^^"— •^^-^^«>^--S 

Wh^""^  fPP«ently  in  no  huny,  and  when  at 
^^  they  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  the 

wJ/m"'^'^  T':' ''"P*  y°" '"*'"«  «>  unconscionable 
time.  Miss  Monk,"  Forrester  began. 

"  You  have,"  said  Miss  Bligh. 

"We're  most  awfully  sorty,  but  we  waited  ever  so 
long  ouit^lves  for  Divemock,  who  went  off  to  look  for 
nis  brougham  and  never  came  back." 

«  Areyou  sure," asked  Miss  Bligh,  who,  being  hungry 
and  ratter  cr<Ms,  was  even  less  discreet  than  usM  "thS 
he  didn  t  go  off  m  search  of  Margery  Vernon's  bro4ham  ? 
Its  true  aat  that  may  be  only  another  way  of^s^ 
Je  same  thmg^  Anyhow,  I  hope  we  are  not  going  to 
be  made  to  suffer  any  longer  for  his  bad  maTers  I 
forget  whether  I  mentioned  it  before,  but  if  I  did,  I 
don  t  apologise  for  telling  you  again,  that  neither  Helen 

"^Lgr  '"^  ""  *'""  ^^™'"«'  ""^  ^«'-«-p'y 

« I  suppose  he  isn't   coming,"   Helen  said;    "but 
whether  he  is  or  not,  I  think  he  has  been  aUowed  time 
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enoi^h.     Susie,  wiU  you  show  Captain  Forrester  the  way 
to  the  supper  room  ?  "  ' 

"Never  was  more  anxious  to  show  anything  to  any- 
body in  my  life ! "  Miss  Bligh  declared.  «  Come  along, 
Captam  Forrester."  * 

A  moment  later  the  door  was  thrown  open  and  the 
aefaultcr  was  announced. 

"Sony  to  be  so  late,  Helen,"  said  he,  not  over 
giaaous  y.  «  but  I  couldn't  help  it.  I  thought,  of  course, 
you  would  have  sat  down  without  me  " 
w..?^^"^''  and  Forrester  had  already  left  the  room, 
whUe  Helen  and  Julian  were  moving  in  the  direction  of 
♦^%K  I  I^vernock,  who  had  not  advanced  beyond 
the  threshold,  laid  his  hand  on  the  latter's  sleeve 

"Half  a  second,  Colonel !  "  he  said.     «  Go  on,  Helen ; 
weU  be  with  you  in  no  time." 

Closing  the  door  behind  her,  "I  say,  Colonel,"  he 
began, «'  I'm  m  a  bit  of  a  hole." 
"  Yes  ?  "  returned  Julyan  laconically. 
"There  isn't  time  to  explain  it  all;   but  what  it 
<»mes  to  ,s  this.    Are  you  enough  of  a  Crcesus  to 

™„J"'  ^^"  a  loan  of  a  thousand  by  tomorrow 
moniing  ? 

"  No,"  answered  Julyan  as  curtly  as  before. 

.u "  °b  f.  "^^^ '  *^"  ^^^"^  "o  °«»*  to  be  said  I 
thought  rd  just  chance  it.  I  must  pocket  my  pride  and 
apply  to  Helen,  that's  all."  }  f       «^a 

"Well,"  observed  Julyan,  «  since  your  pocket  appears 
Spoilt'"  ^^  "  "'"  ^°^^  *'*''*  "J'-ninuyve 

Lavernock's  eyes  flashed.  "Damn  it  all,  sir,  if  you 
won  t  help  a  friend,  you  needn't  insult  him  ! " 
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«  My  dear  Lavernock,"  returned  the  other  imperturb- 
My,  you  can  t  expect  to  get  a  thousand  pounds  for 
nothing,  and  you  are  probably  aware  that  you  wiU 
receive  a  dieque  for  that  amount  ftom  me  tomorrow 
morning,  though  I  am  not  a  Crcesus  " 

«m°fV".r''''  ""-'"'"^id  l^vemock  eagerly. 
By  bad  luck,  it  1  ppens  that  I  must  absolute^have 
the  money  tomorrow-I  got  a  telegram  about  it  just 
as  I  was  leaving  the  theatre-and  to  save  my  life  I 
couldnt  raise  a  ten-pound  note  just  now,  unlei  some- 

body  lent  it  me.     You  see  the  fact  is " 

Julyan  cut  him  short.  «  Never  mind  details ;  I  don't 
want  to  he^  them.  TU  take  care  that  you  get  the 
cheque  the  first  thing  in  the  morning." 

Lavemock  was  really  grateful,  and  looked  so.   «  What 

an  awfidly  good  chap  you  are.  Colonel ! "  he  exclaimed. 

Thank  you,  Lavemock  ;  1  wish  I  could  return  the 

comphment.     But  a  good  chap  doesn't  borrow  money 

of  a  woman.     Not  even  of  his  future  wife." 

«/u"  f"'  *°  "'^•"  ^^  Lavemock,  frowning  again, 
that  If  my  cousin  is  wiUing  to  tide  me  over  a 
temporary  difficulty,  that's  her  affair  and  mine.  A. 
for  Helens  being  my  future  wife,  most  likely  you  know 
that  she  refused  me  years  ago.  I  haven't  asked  her 
a^n  since  my  father  died,  and  I'm  not  going  to  ask 

Julyan  did  not  believe  that.  He  knew  Lavemock 
very  well,  had  a  species  of  liking  for  Lim,  and  did  not 
deny  him  certain  merits.  Veracity,  however,  was  not 
amongst  their  number.  It  was  practically  certain  that 
sooner  or  later  Lavemock  would  propose  to  his  cousin ; 
only  he  might,  in  the  meantime,  make  it  practicaUy 
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in.po.ible  for  her  to  accept  him.     He  certainly  «emed 

to  be  using  every  effort  towards  that  end. 
"WeU,"  renuirked  Julyan,  "I  wont  say  that  you 

know  your  own  bu3in«»  best,  because  I  don'i  think  you 
do ,  but  perhaps  I  had  better  mind  mine.  ShaU  we  «, 
down  to  supper  now  ?  "  * 

"Not  if  I  know  it ! "  responded  a  broad-shouldered, 
goodhumouied-looking  man.  with  reddish  hair  and 
bnght  blue  eyes,  who  stepped  into  the  room  just  in 
time  to  overhear  this  suggestion.    "  I  beg  your  Jardon, 

Zlt  ^      ^'t""^''  ^"^  ''°^K'  "«1  't'«  better 
luck  «>«.  I  ^pected  to  find  only  you  with  him." 

now?"         SP"!^!"  «id  Lavemock;  "what's  up 

Suigeon-M^or  Spurling  was  much  liked    by    the 
offi^rsof  «,eFusilier  Guards,  to  whom,  in  the  plenitude 

rendered  frequent  services,  medical  and  oth-r. 

t.,     ml'  "  ^'^^  °^^  "'"'^  ^^  ''"»'^«^-     "At  least, 
therell  be  one  presently  unless  you  come  away  with^ 

o  Z'     ft  '''™'""  "'  "'^  •*-''  -  *«  --t  sort 
of  rage  and  she  swears  that  if  I  don't  bring  you  out  to 

herpret^qu.ek.she'UcomeinandhaulyouLt  You 
Aoddn't  have  promised  to  sup  with  her.  you  know." 

«thi:^1^,'°l   '°'^'"  "^'^l*™^!    Lavemock,    forious, 
tins  „  the  hmit !  I  never  promised  to  sup  with  h^ 

and  I  won't  see  her.     TeU  her  to  go  to " 

"Yes    yes,"  interrupted  the  other  soothingly-   «a 

To?^  ^r  '">  '"''*  '  ^"^y  *^'"  '"there 
one  of  these  days.  But  for  the  present,  don't  you  seZ 
the  mau.  thing  is  to  get  her  out  of  tliis  and  prev^ 
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X^yT''^  *  ^'"'"^'^  ^for.  the  waiter  «.d 
«  What  infernal,  officio™  ass  told  her  I  was  here  ?  " 

You  never  warned  me,  when  I  saw  you  at  the  theat^, 

Sdao'T*-  ^I'-y- know  what  she  is.  ^ 
I  could  do  was  to  escort  her  to  the  door  and  persuade 
her  to  .,t  outside  in  the  bn,ugham  while  I  fetched  ym 

^Z^ '  ^""*  ^'°°''  •^"'y^  ^^^  ^  »°  "'i^d  a, 
to  make  some  good  excuse  for  you." 

"  Charmed ! "  said  Julyan. 

Ws  into  h.s  pockets  and  stuck  his  legs  straight  out 
beforehim.  He  had  at  moments  precisely  the  impulses 
and  actions  of  a  naughty,  wilful  schoolboy.  ^ 

m.  J  '^l-  '*"'■'''  ^'  *°»°™«=«d !  "I've  had  about  as 
r  .  n  K  '^^  °'  """""^  as  I  care  to  take.  Y„u 
may  teU  her  from  me  that  she  has  got  to  the  end  of  my 

nei^rT^"""  "^^'y  *°  ^  ^'^^  '^  "  patient 
person ;  but  he  was  a  second  Job  in  comparisorwith 
M.SS  Margery  Vernon,  who  never  contr^ "r  it 
tempted  to  control,  herself  when  she  was  angr,.     And 

AlS  "t  ^l".^'  ^"^  *"  ""'''«  »>-  "'S  either. 
Although  she  hadallowed  the  weU-intentionedSpurS 

found  It  impossible  to  sit  quiescent  in  Piccadilly  for  more 
Sr  ^"ZIT"^"  discharged  herself  from  her  brougham 
like  a  tojpedo,  stormed  across  the  hall  and  was  upLirs 
»din  M.»Monk-ssitting-room  before  thescaredwa^ 
whom  shehad  sei«>d  on  her  passage  could  recover  breath 
enough   to  inquire  her  name.     She  buret   upon  the 
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tiiree  men— b  vision  of  pink  satin,  diamonds,  whirling 
draperies,  gleaming  teeth  and  blazing  eyes— and,  malcing 
straight  for  Lavernock,  gripped  him  by  the  shoulder, 
which  she  shook  violently. 

«  Oh,  you  liar ! "  she  panted.     «  Oh,  you  liar !  " 

and  seemed  as  if  she  could  get  out  no  more. 

But  if  rage  sometimes  choked  her  for  an  instant,  she 
never  failed  to  recover  her  voice   when  anybody  else 
tried  to  speak,  and  Spurling's  tentative  effort  at  inter- 
vention had  the  effect  of  opening  the  flood-gates.     Of 
the  torrent  of   stammering,  incoherent    vituperation 
which  foUowed  a  ^ood  deal  was  unintelligible  to  her 
hearers ;  but  what  seemed  to  be  the  matter  was  that 
Lavernock  had  promised  not  to  go  to  supper  with  his 
cousin.     And  Miss  Vernon  didn't  care  a  snap  of  her 
fingers  whether  he  had  supper  with  his  cousin  or  not, 
and  it  would  be  a  jolly  long  time  before  his  cousin 
asked  him  to  supper  again,  because  she  was  going  to  be 
told  a  few  things  which  would  make  her  open  her  eyes, 
and  sc  was  everybody  else.     And  he  was  a  dirty  coward, 
uid  various  other  thi.ngs,  and  Miss  Vernon  wished  to 
God  she  had  never  set  eyes  on  him,  and  she  would 
stick  a  knife  into  him  as  soon  as  look  at  him,  and  she 
only  wondered  she  hadn't  done  so  before  now.     And  so 
forth,  in  accents  of  increasing  shrillness,  while  Lavernock, 
with  his  hands  in  his  pockets  and  his  legs  extended, 
answered    never    a    word.     At    length    Julyan    took 
advantage  of  a  momentary  lull  in  the  tempest  to  say 
suavely : 

"  My  dear  Miss  Vernon,  I  think  you  are  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. Lord  Lavernock's  reason  for  coming 
here  was  that  he  wanted  rather  urgently  to  have  a  word 
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or  two  with  me  upon  .  8m«U  matter  of  buaineM.  So  he 
Mowed  M  from  the  theatre." 

Margoy  turned  upon  him  like  a  viper.  "Oh  I 
qm^unde^tandColonelJulyan!  It  w^dd  suit  your 
book  well  enough  to  ,ee  Lavemock  married  to  a  ri^ 
woman,  wouldn't  it  ?  Now  that  you  have  won  aU  ht 
money  from  h.m  at  <»rds.  you  wouldn't  mind  winning 
some  of  hers  into  the  bargain."  J^ 

"  Drop  it,  Margery ! "  said  Lavemock. 

.^cltf  T  n  "^T^^  *°"^  ''«""  °f  '"''hiding 
Co  onel  Julyan  has  done  more  to  ruin  you  than  4 

tmuty  of  telhng  him  what  I  think  of  him  " 

;'I  shall  listen  with  interest  and  deference  to  your 
^mion  of  me,  Mbs  Vernon,"  said  Julyan,  «  and  I  Ztre- 
«y  It  will  be  good  for  my  soul.  Butijon't  you  S 
It  might  wait  ?     lie  present  opportunity  dJsn'tZn 

p^^  ■  '""'  ""''  *"  ""^  '"'  *« 

Margeiy,  without  replying,  stared  at  him  and  then  at 

lavemock,  who  had  risen  to  his  feet.      Either  she  was 

reassured  or  her  passion  had  simply  spent  itself;  for  she 

^  been  watching  her  with  a  p„„=tised  pnrfessiW  eye, 
took  Julyan  by  the  elbow  and  drew  him  away  to  t^ 

r  rtC'-- ''''' ''-''  '-'^^  -*  ^^  '^'^  ^^ 

«Tea«  presently,"  he  whispered ,« then  it'U  be  all 
nght     Give  them  a  minute  or  two  to  make  it  up." 

it^'"°i°^J'      rr'^'f  °"'^°°  g^tanxiety  to  make 
It  up.       I  thought  we  should  have  something  of  this  kind 
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before  lo,^,- he  ^^yj^  «  You'w  ,  mort  infcthd 
fool,  you  know ;  but  that',  your  look-out  Evorbodr 
"to  be  treated  to  some  eyes)pener.,  eh?     Wdl-« 

r^^"^  0°lj  then  I  rfuOl  have  nrthing  mo«  to 
do  jnth  you,  and,  considering  that  I  am  pretty  weU 
broke  a.  ,t  ,.,  you  won't  get  much  in  the  ,4y  of  com- 
pen»ation."  ' 

"Why  do  you  drive  me  to  «ay  such  th^ng.?" 
Margery  whimpered.  She  wa.  alrewly  T7eeping?«nd 
""  quite  unrecogni«,hle  a.  the  termagant  of  a  few 
nunutes  back.  ""njani  ox  a  lew 

«  Drive  you  I "  wtorted  Lavemock.      «  Good  Lord ; 

behereifiruird„?::y„„?^'       "'^''"'  "°^ 

lir^"  '°^'"  '"^  **>  '"*•'  •  8^P- 
Inen  prove  it  by  clearing  out" 

wnir*^^''  T  ""*  '^^  f'^^^y  ^^  "ot  think  it 
worth  while  to  be.      He  woman'a  ey«  began  to  glitt^ 
once  more  through  her  tear^  and  itT^i^f^ 
submuaive  tone  of  voice  that  die  rejoined,  "HI  «,  if  ' 
youTl  come  with  me."  *"  go  ir 

Spurling  struck  while  the  iron  was  hot  «1  dont 
want  to  hurry  you.  Miss  Vernon,  but  you  and  I  aw 
^27?  here,  remember,  and  we  don^  parUcukrly 
wish^to  be  caUed  upon  to  account  for  oSndve.,  do 

"Good-night, Miss  Vernon,"  said  Julyan  politely. 
She  glanced  doubtfully  at  the  two  Jen,  then  at 
I^yernock.     «Are  you  coming  or  not?"  0^,  sAed. 

and  ^i;:^^^''^'^  -'^ ' "  —- *  '^y- 
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tibe  do«,  through   which,  without  another  worf.  the 
li.tf-recon.aled  p«r  were  gentiy  thrurt. 

Got  out  of  that  better  than  I  hoped  for ! "  remarked 
Spurbng.winkwg  and  rubbing  hi.  Cd^  «„,  ^^ 
jurt  a  nunute,  if  you  dont  mind,  w  a.  ^o  let  them 

B«dj  rve  had  about  enough  of  them  both  for  one 

"That  woman  wiU  end  in  a  lunatic  aaylum,"  obrerved 
Julyan  meditatively.  '  owervea 

Jbe  doctor  ahrugged  his  Aouldei..  «0h,  hvrteric. 
^dimamty  are  two  thing,.  I  dont  say  ahe','.2^u" 
rf  It  come  to  that.  p«cious  few  people  are.  Lorf 
Uvernock  certainly  isn't,  or  he  woSt  Ze  bS 
J-^^t  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  by  his  Z^ 

othl?^«V'"*'''  °"*°  y"""  Colonel!"  protested  the 
anybody  «»  bo  to  a  man  ^bo  is  absolutely  determined 
to  go  to  the  dogs.     IfyouhavewonhismoneyHoT^ 

what  he  is  bound  to  lose ?" 

«  That  is  so  kind  of  you,  Spurling,"  said  Julyan,  with 
^unmoved  face.     «  Your  view  of  the  mat  JtToS 

^ed^t  the  time  has  «.me  for  me  to  give  up  cards 
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•gape  and  the  medical  inatinct  at  once  arouaed.  «  Mt 
d«r  Colonel,  whereabouts  do  you  feel  it  ?  If  you  h.4 
been  oonrolting  a  •pedalirt,  let  me  .«uw  you  4.t  tW 
-e^t  to  be  depended  upon.     A  man  Lci«  heZ 

Degins  to  descnbe  hu  symptona " 

^-nfl  ""i!  '".'P'*"*  '*'"«°°'''  °'  Colonel    Julyan'. 

Mi»  Bhgh,  who  advanced,  exckiming :  "    ^  '^ 

«  What  A«r.  ydu  been  about  all  thi.  time,  you  two? 
Hfelen  «md.  me  to  «y  that  the«  is  still  «,me  suppj 
eft  for  you,  but  that  you  can  have  it  brought  up  h^ 
.f  you  hke     Oh,  I  beg  your  pardon ! "  d,e\dded,  T 
cov^g  that  Wemock    had    b.„    r«pW  by'': 

"Miss  Bligh,"said  Julyan,  stepping  forward,  «mav 

Lavemock  I  must  tell  you,  is  a  patient  of  his,  and  he 
h«  «me  here,  at  some  personal  inconvenience,  to  order 

doctor  .s,  and  reaUy,  from  what  I  unden,tand.  TZ 
imperative  that  Miss  Monk  should  be  deprived  ot  LTf 

M^"«r  u  rJ"^«°'"«  *°  "^^  •>«  Ws  apolSe." 
Mss  Bhgh  had  been  looking  very  hard  afthf  in- 
truder, who  had  returned  her  scrutiny.     «  We  scarcely 
need  an  mtroduction,  do  we  ?  "  she  asked.     «  We  have 
met  before,  haven't  we.  Major  Sparling  ?  " 

what  e^b.,.,.,^  ,^^g^     „j  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

me  the  honour  to  remember  me." 
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I  *  1  ^°'™,'J«'*«  •»«»"  b~k  to  me,  though  it  wa! 
only  .t  the  budding  rtage  of  beauty  in  thoJIu  1 " 
«dnow,t'.-d»Uwe„yfiJl.b,own?  No^ou  doS^ 
Ae  we^t  on  quicldy,  „  Spurling  opened  W.h>;«I 

^ey  «n.  4  i^  JTu.TL^  ^^^^Sit.; 
bke  the  «,rt  of  man  who  wouldn't  object  to  .uppj 

te  .'°.~""'  ''''»8  ""J  have  -ome.    J' «  E 
"Til  be  delighted  to  see  you."  »  Monk 

pMied  by  Forrerter,  said  what  wa.  polite  and  con- 
Wto7  when  Major  Spurling  was  pJ^Lnted  to  W  • 

"  Was  he  talcen  ill  so  suddenly  that  he  had  to  «n^ 

for  you  ? "  she  inquired  of  the  do^or  "*  ""  '^  *°  ««» 

Spurling  made  the  best  he  could  of  it.     «No.  I 

Ae  Lberty  of  foUowing  him.     You  see,  Miss  M^T 
from  him  e«cOy  what  had  occu„«l.         '^'*"'""8 


^i 


"^«  THE  PERJURER 

«  2^^  ""^  ""•  *^  Monk,"  Spttrliwr  moe^td^ 

to  Mk  my  coMin  to  .upper  .gain."   ^  '^    "  "''"' 
T\immg  to  JuJvan,  ihe  said  •    « T  .». 

But  Jnlyan,  placed  between  two  alteniative.  «>».. 


CHAPTER  X 


AT  A  vnrmiE 


It  wm  not  qmto  «,  certain  «  July«„  ,„ppo^  that 
Heto  l«d  w,  wW.  to  be  left  with  Forrerter!^  per- 
n*  u-  „*^  "'  Englidunan  which  commended 
H«lf  .We  .U  other,  to  her  ta.te.  She  liked  men  to 
be  .imple,  athletic,  healthy  in  mind  and  body ;  no  e  mbt 
al»  d,e  hked  them  to  be  amenable,  and  to  demand, 
tacitly  or  otherwiw,  the  fortering  care  of  the  len  simple 
»M.  More  than  once  of  late  die  had  thought  that  if 
«he  had  be«i  a  girl  like  the  ordinary  run  of  girl,, 
a  eyents  had  not  cau«d  her  to  feel  so  much  older  than 
•he  w.^  and  if  her  dertiny  had  not  been  inexorably 
mapped  out  for  her,  she  might  easily  enough  have 
returned  sentiments  which  had  been  avowed,  thouah 
not  yet  uttered.  ^ 

In  any  case,  she  did  not  want  just  then  to  talk 
to  Colonel  Julyan.  It  was  that  luckless  man's  misfor- 
tane-it  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  his  fault- 
that  he  had  several  times  appeared  to  be  quietly  taking 
charge  of  Miss  Monk,  and  there  was  nothing  that  Miss 
Monk  disliked  and  resented  quite  so  much  as  that. 
She  concluded  that  it  was  he  who  had  sent  her  cousin 
«way.  Why  he  had  done  so,  and  what  had  taken 
11» 
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place  during  her  absence  downstairs    H»1„„       -1.. 

a^;^  to  S  *-n  <lr.nking  again,  and  tL  JS 

So  poor   My..  ™  „„|,t.j    '^       V*   ^ 
-  out  of  the  roo.  in  W  tian  five^^u'J^*'!: 
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soon  «.  he  had  gone,  Helen  tu  ued  to  I  jrrester,  who 

was  sitting  beside  her,  and  said,  with  a  »Lght  grimace  : 

"My  little  attempt  at  a  merry  evening  hasn't  been 

much  of  a  success,  has  it  ? " 

«Oh,  don't  you  think  so?"  he  returned,  looking 
raipnsed  and  disappointed.  'Tm  awfiilly  sorry  you 
don't  Speaking  for  myself,  all  I  can  say  is  I'veiad  a 
first-rate  time.  But  then,  of  course,  I'm  bound  to  have 
a  first-rate  time  whenever  I'm  in  your  company." 

Helen  laughed.  One  man  may  steal  a  hone  while 
another  must  not  look  over  a  hedge,  and  what  was 
offensive  m  Colonel  Julyan  was  not  so,  it  appeared,  in 
Captain  Forrester. 

"How  I  wish  I  were  you!"  she  ejaculated  half 
involuntarily. 

"I  wish  to  goodness  you  were!"  was  his  fervent 
rejoinder.  "Just  for  a  few  minutes,  at  least ;  because 
then  you  would  know " 

He  was  interrupted  before  he  could  commit  himself 
further. 

"Life  for  you,"  Helen  went  on,  "must  be  such 
a     perfectly    straightforward,    thoroughly    enjoyable 

"  Oh,  I  don't  know  so  much  about  that,"  answered 
Forrester,  shaking  his  head,  for  he  was  a  litUe  too 
young  to  like  being  classed  as  elementary.  «  One  has 
one's  worries,  I  assure  you." 

«  Not  very  bad  ones,  are  they  ?  Not  as  bad  as  mine, 
at  any  rate." 

«  WeU,  you  see,"  replied  the  young  man  gravely  "I 
can't  teU  what  yours  are."  Then,  after  a  pause,'  he 
looked  up,  smiling  all  over  his  face,  as  his  pleasant 
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people's  ,i:ubl«  ^  efthe,  o^ST^^  '*"*•  °^ 
own  imagining."  "  ""^  """""K  or  their 

obi^^LtVt^olt^  '-  ^°  *-"-  by  other 
hear  that  he  iTit    .f'^'™'" '  ''"*  '  ""  «lad  to 

world  „.t  w  :^t:\t;rtt  '^Ln^fft  «>^ 

he  would  have  to  include  mv  iT  I,      •  '  ,     *^'"''  ^''^ 
per  cent,  margin,  2^  "  '  *""""  '"  '^^  "»«"  *- 

things  have  happe^'lth  V^'^'*  ^°"  '^"^  ^^.t 

-'t  it  possibrs  ?h?  t:  Te/""  ""*•  f"* 

imaginary?"  ^  *" '^°  "»<"*  or  less 

She  threw  a  quick  look  at  him      «  r  «™     a.-j 
can't  persuade  me  of  that,"  ^e  ^swei     ..t"*^  ^°" 
now,  and  it  doesn't  signilV-  but^t  .     *  "  ""^ 

"^bleat  thetime.^J'of'H^'TrZth'"- 
^n^o^the  theat.  if  I  bad  had  Ty  i^'^'^Zt'Z 

B%h'^    "HetCiT-hf       T^"*  well  «,Mi« 

tbought  it  a  v^rirttrr;s?;  7°; 

suppose  it  Ma  bit  vulgar"  '  Pei^naps?    Yes,  I 

vit^'t  m^°'  •"  -"T  "^-  - 

«ppmriationofthe.^ow".ftr'"''"l''''    ^'^ 

it  .night  be  that  you  tl't"  ^Z';^'^'^'' 

nock's  way  of  going  on  "  ^  ^  ^'^• 

"I  wasn't,"  she  confessed.  «a„d  I  don't  think  you 
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can  «y  that  his  way  of  going  on  left  much  to  mr 
ima^nation  ether  But  why  should  we  talk  about 
him  ?  We  were  talking  about  you,  who  make  a  much 
nicer  subject." 

"  Ah,  if  you  were  only  in  earnest !  "  sighed  the  yo-ne 

Tteut ! "     '"'"  "^'^  ^^"""^^^  '""  "  """^  '"*'J^  ^  ^^ 

"  Heally  I  do." 

He  made  a  deprecating  gesture.  "Not  in  the  way 
that  I  mean,  Tm  afraid.  You  have  a  sort  of  good- 
^ured  hkmg  for  me,  I  believe  ;  but  what's  the  iTof 

« I  hope  you  don't  object  to  being  liked  " 

*  Tf  ,^^  ^°  "^^  ^  '*™'*-  '*'^  "  P""^  consolation 
to  be  told  you're  liked  when  you  want  to  be  loved. 
There  !_now  it's  out !  Miss  Monk,  I  won't  say  a  word 
about  your  bemg  so  tremendously  rich,  because  I'm 
sure  you  understand  that  that  has  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  It.  rm  pretty  well  off  myself,  if  it  signified,  and 
rm  an  only  son.  Of  course  you're  just  about  a  thousand 
times  too  good  for  me ;  that's  the  trouble.  But  then 
youre  a  thousand  times  too  good  for  any  man  living, 
an,  -weU,  at  aU  events  FU  swear  there's  no  man  livimr 
who  can  love  you  more  than  I  do." 

This  was  the  first  time  that  Eustace  Forrester  had 
made  an  offer  of  marriage,  and  he  may  not  have  been 
very  skilful  in  his  method  of  setting  about  it.  But  if  his 
tongue  lacked  eloquence,  his  honest  young  face  did  not, 
and  Helen,  who  had  ah-eady  declined  several  proposals 
without  a  twinge  of  compassion  or  compunction,  felt  so 
genumely  sorry  at  having  to  refuse  him  that  she  was 
less  unequivocal  than  she  intended  to  be  in  her  reply 
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herBdf  into  rL;   tf  "ot  expected  Helen  to  tW 

wa.  the  .ost  ZTe  hErfo;  ^dl  1°™«  ^- 
joyously  at  her  mther  inV„H?  •  ™^'  '"^  '^"***«1  «> 
not  love  anyWy  el  £'!,°r!^'^'°"  "«*  *edid 
more  explil^l  ht  '*  "^""^  ""^^^^  *"  «- 

J;d  ba«  her  situatioTtTL  "  "S'^eirj'"t,*^ 
dUemma,"  she  remark«l  m  ~.    i  **  "^^^'^d  a 

little  s«ile,  «S1t  h  V  "°"'  "•*  "  ''"l^fiJ 
afraid  it  ca^t  ev^L  J  J"^°  *  S°*  *"'°  J'"™^-  Tm 
one  thing  for  ml  to  dot;?!"  ^"u^""-  T^e-'s  oriy 
any  da^  '  """^  ^  ""'y  ^  '^^^  to  do  it 

Her  lover  was  not  at  all  imnressed  H.  u  j  u  , 
about  the  late  Lorf  Lavem  JHS"  ^  ,.  "^  ^"^ 
people  were  saving  as  to  Z  7  r    ""^  '"^'^  *^at 

"taLs  of  prSr  *  /  /T"*  ^-^  Lavemock's 
d>ould  play'^S  2t"f Ih'  '"*  *^;  «^-  Monk 
»««ificed  in  ™^rj        'P^  «'°"*  '^d  «"l"nit  to  be 

gentlen^'lh^t/^rrrto'r  '"^^  °'  ""  °''* 
•ccunitelywhathehim^rf  ^   *°^^^    ''"'"^   ^eiy 

of;4ty"'*^:irr^X^^'^^'^"«^^ 

have  it  atont'  tlr^k^  ""'u^^'  "^^  "°^  '«*  ^in. 
I  mean  you  ^ouldn^JXT"^  "^^  ^'^"••- 

-^t.  do'T^  ^IZ^'  ^-  -night  be  some 
oi  as  to  her  uncle  8  precise  intentions,  the 
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o^Ter'Cr"''^  ""*'''"«  ''"*  "  "-•'  defiant 
If  k.jT      !^      .  '       *  manner,  bequeathed  to  her 

1m^\''"'''\'  t^^-^'y  °'  '-'"^y-  ^''t  «te  alone 
could  save  him,  and  that  he  was  in  pressing  need  of 

.^ue  was  what  nobody  could  deny,     lorresifrl^not 

foTI^hile  r  ,f  '"*^'!*^y"g»«l  the  question 
otW  l!  ;  J*f"™l'y>  "either  of  them  convinced  the 
other  ,  but  Helen  noted,  with  appreciation,  the  loyalty 
and  generosity  of  her  would-be  ^itor.  Under  thl2 
eumstajices,  it  might  have  been  permissible  to  luude I 
M.S  Margeiy  Vernon,  as  well  as  to  Lavemock's  habH  If 
ntemperance  ;  perhaps  most  men  would  have  considei^ 
Jemselves  justified  in  doing  so.  Forrester  did  nS 
He  took  no  unfair  advantages,  told  no  tales  out  of 
^hooland  confined  himself  to  ringing  changes  up^n  the 
to  many  a  man  whom  she  does  not  Icve 

tolT!^  r?°"  P',"""*  ""'*  "^*^'"e  and  refreshing 
to  hsten  to  him     It  is  always  pleasant  to  listen  Z 

Z^l  I  'PT'S"'^*  '^'^  "^"^^^  to  be  the  truth 
fr«n  lh.r  hearts,  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  sophistry 
and  apply  common  sense  as  a  solvent  to  all  ^ 
Jfficulties  of  existeno.  Forester,  however,  did  n^ 
touch  upon  the  particular  difficulty  which   troubled 

^  and  alarmed  her  was  her  growing  repugnance 
for  her  cousin,  not  the  mere  fact-tc  her  sW^II 
deterrent-that  she  was  not  in  love  with  him.  ^L's 
analysis  of  her  was  so  far  con^ct  that  she  had  no 
inclmataon  for  matrimony  in  the  abstract.  Once,  durimr 
W  unfledged  girlhood,  she  had  been  in  lov"  orTI 
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fended  her«Jf   i„  love,  with  her  hand«,me    yomiK 

had  ied  out  before  he  in  hi.  turn  had  become  atM 
by  her,  and  .mce  then  she  had  never  felt  the  least  wirh 
to  many  anybody.  Forrester,  it  is  tn,e,  gave  her  a 
wwtfid,  yearmng  impression  of  having  missed  something, 
po«.bly  the  v«7  best  thing  that  life  has  to  bestow 
and  this  may  have  caused  her  to  extend  to  him,  quite 

^-tt'ngly.  what  he,  in  his  eagerness  to  sna^i   at 

straws,  took  for  encouragement. 

h«  aat  words  to  her,'«and  I  shan't  think  myself  beat 
until  you  reaUy  care  for  some  other  man.  As  for  your 
manyiPg  Lavemock,   I  don't  believe  you'U  ever  do 

nTvU'  yor"       '  '^""  ""■  «°^  ^'"  »"»''  -" 

neiSL 7!:^  ^•'"'^  *°  ^8^^"=  «">*  *e  could 
neither  lead  nor  drive  her  former  pupil.     She  was 

indeed,  at  that  v^y  moment  lamenting  this  in  Z' 

versation  with  Surgeon-Major  Spurling,  who  had  Zi 

quicUy  admitted  into  her  confidence. 

"So  we  meet  again   after  aU   these  yeare!"    she 

began,  as  she  seated  herself  opposite  to  him  at  the 

^p^-table.     «No  lingering  v^ige  of  ill-feeh^g    j 

tes'^^"?""  w^'"  **"  '^'^  Surgeon-Major  pro- 
ST^'h  /t'I^v^""*^^""^'  It  is  rather  more 
than  a  decade,  I  believe,  since  you  we«  pleased  to  de- 
dare  our  engagement  at  an  end,  and  you  will  recollect 
that  I  didn  t  quarrel  with  your  decision  at  the  time.- 
I  recollect  that  you  argued  about  it  a  good  deal 
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.t  tte  time;  but  it  was  jurt  because  you  we«  w  i„. 
sufleraHy  argumentative  anu  dictatorial  that  we  bad 
to  part.  ^^ 

Spurling  threw  up  a  massive  pair  of  hands  «/ 
argumentative!  /dictatorial!  Was  there  ever  such 
«  ludiCTous  example  of  putting  the  saddle  on  the 
J^ng  horse!    Ah,  Susan,  Susan,  time  hasn't  altered 

J'^L^^  ry'.*^  °^  ''^'^  ''^  »«  speaking,"  «ud 
M.™  Bhgh  taking  her  forefinger  at  ^^"1  tas  fte 
m^k,  t.m.d  daughter  of  a  county  parson,  with  only 
il"Sm  T*'  *°  "!J  ^'" '  *°  *^  Soose  that  you 

can  t  be  troubled  to  fight  old  battles  over  again."        ^ 
"Did  you  say 'Bo!' to  me?" 
"  I  said  '  No '  to  you  anyhow  " 

ri^w    ..''°*  ~°'Pl"''««=  I  only  mention  it  m 
the  mterest  of  historical  accuracy." 

"Histo^  be    bothered!     Have    some    champagne 

to  be  friends ;  for  we  owe  one  another  our  liberty." 
Very  true.     You  have  prospered,  I  hope ." " 

upon  whether  a  paid  companion  is  to  be  described^  a 
pi^perous  person  or  not.    The  position  doesn't  sound 

toHeleuMonk.    Yourtumnow.    How  has  life  treated 

J12^°x''*  i°°  '^y-     «""*  I  *»>>  «  Sm«eon-Major 
.tt^ied  to  the  fii^t  battalion  of  the  FusaiTGuaX' 
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attached  to  it  in  every  senae.  It  doesnt  mean  exacUy 
wealth  and  fame,  but  it  does  mean  congenial  company, 
and  it  provides  me  incidentaUy  with  some  queer 
patients."  ^ 

"  Such  as  tavernock,  for  instance  ?" 
"Well,  yes;  as  a  patient  Lord  Lavemock  has  in- 
teresting phases." 
"Drink?" 

"  Not  so  much  that  as  nerves.  But  really  I  mustn't 
divulge  professional  secrets." 

"Oh,  yes,  you  must,  David.  That  is,  if  they  ai« 
hkely  to  be  of  any'  use  to  me.  Of  course  you  know, 
as  everybody  does,  that  his  father  disinherited  him  in 
favour  of  Helen." 

Spurling  nodded.  «  The  idea  being  that  Miss  Monk 
was  to  marry  her  cousin  and  keep  control  over  the 
purse-strings.  There's  something  to  be  said  for  that 
scheme,  mind  you,  because  Lavemock  would  manage  to 
get  rid  of  the  largest  fortune  in  the  world ;  still  I  can't 
think  myself  that  it  is  ever  wise  to  put  a  woman  in 
authority." 

«Ah,  that's  you  all  over,  David!  Not  that  you 
signify.  What  signifies  immensely  is  that  Helen  re- 
gards it  as  a  solemn  and  sacred  duty  to  accept  her 
cousin  if  he  proposes  to  her,  and  that  she  pays  no  more 
attention  to  all  the  sensible  things  I  have  to  say  to  her 
upon  the  subject  than  she  would  to  a  parrot  chattering. 
In  a  general  way  of  speaking,  I  flatter  myself  that  I 
can  make  people  listen  to  me ;  but  I  know  my  limita- 
tions—that's a  sign  of  true  greatness,  isn't  it  ?— and  I 
tell  you  frankly  that  I  can  do  nothing  with  Helen." 
"  You're  opposed  to  the  match,  then  ?  " 
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"Blew  me,  what  a  silly  question ! 
you  that  I'm  devoted  to    Helen? 
something  about  Lavernock." 

"  Yes,  I  know  a  good  deal  about  him.     Well,  111  go 

■"i^T,,?  *?,  "^  ^^^^  '  ''°°'*  *°'«^«''  »*  y°"  objections, 
and  1 11  tell  you  one  thing,  for  your  comfort.  I  think 
It  s  quite  doubtful  whether  Lord  Lavernock  will  ask 
Miss  Monk  to  marry  him.  There  are-^omplications." 
"They  don't  amount  to  much,  Tm  afraid,"  returned 
Miss  Bhgh.  "He  himself  told  me  in  so  many  words 
that  he  was  not  going  to  ask  her;  but  there's  never 
any  depending  upon  what  he  says.  It  was  a  pose, 
I  suspect.  As  for  Miss  Margery  Vernon,  she's  only  a 
complication  on  sufferance." 

«  You  wouldn't  think  so,  my  dear  Susan,  if  you  had 
seen  her  half  an  hour  ago.  You  were  as  near  seeing 
her  as  no  matter,  I  can  teU  you,  and  between  ourselves, 
you  may  thank  your  humble  servant  that  you  didn't." 

He  then  gave  a  succinct  account  of  the  scene  which 
has  been  described,  and  Miss  Bligh  was  much  interested. 
«  So  that  was  what  brought  you  here ! "  she  cried.  "I 
was  going  to  ask  you  for  the  interpretation  of  your 
cock-and-buU  yam,  but  I  forgot.  Well,  this  may  be 
rather  important.  Lavernock  is  afraid  of  the  woman, 
you  say  ?  " 

"No,  I  don't  say  that;  I  fancy  that  in  her  quieter 
moments  she  is  rather  afraid  of  him.  But  she  holds 
him— Heaven  knows  how  or  why !  You  can't  account 
for  these  infatuations,  though  they're  common  enough. 
Margery  and  Lord  Lavernock  fight  like  cat  and  dog ; 
you  would  think  they  must  be  dead  tired  of  one 
another.     Yet— they  don't  part." 
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"  Any  chance  of  hit  marrying  her  ?  " 

"Not  the  very  .lightest,  I  sho-  'i  imagine.  What 
you  may  reasonably  hope  for  i,  that  he  won't  marry 
anybody  else  yet  awhile.  And  the  best  thin™ 
«»n  do  ,s  to  get  m„  Monk  to  marry  wmeboSf  Z 
a»  soon  as  possible."  ' 

™il?*  ♦''t'  'I*  !""^  ""nebody  el^i!     Much  as  I 
«.ght  get  her  to  buy  a  new  hat,  I  suppose  ?    There  is^ 

heart  that  she  would  marry,  and   who-but  no     I 
won'   Ulk  to  youabouthim.     You're  too  unintellW 
and  I  know  beforAand  .jnst  what  you  would  say."  '^    ' 
Vou  mean  young  Forrester  perhaps  ?  " 

matto.     In  her  present  frame  of  mind  she  would  refuse 
r?"^^  «d  everybody  except  her  cousin.     WeuTI 

raid  wiU  have  any  effect.     It  may." 

voufSTf'^"  -^  '*"''"'*  ^°"'  ^"»°'  *>>»*  I  J»fo«>ed 
you  of  that  incident  in  confidence." 

^dentnd  oommun,a.tion.  By  the  way,  dont  you 
thmk  ,t  would  sound  rather  better  if  y„u  were  to 
address  me  as  Miss  Bligh  ?"  j  "  were  to 

<"  i^  u"*/  "  P°'°*  °^  '*°'°«  «•  <■•"  the  future." 
Don  t  forget,  please.     WeU,  I  was  going  to  say 

tt^Iir^^.  "^  t"^  *°  ^  particular^  I  have  gol 
to  avert  a  tragedy  by  hook  or  by  crook.     I  supiL 

^r^jX^^"^  •^  '  tiagedy  if  HelJC 
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me  a  hand,  may  I  count  upon  you?" 

J!f!^"'y  y°"  ""y  -Jthough  I  don't  at  p««nt 

••  Neith«  do  I ,  but  perhaps  I  AalL  Nothing  mo« 
toeatordnnk?  Then  FU  say  goodnight  lir^ 
up.ga,nsoon,won'tyou?  I  haveVfeHng  thaT^'^ 
«^e  and  that  you  may  be  helpfid-if  ol  „Told 

urf  ^f  r""'"'*y  °^y»"^  ««n<l»-" 
It  will  be  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  serve  vou  in 
any  capacity,  however  humble,  my  Lr  uZiZ^r, 
^nded  the  gallant  Su.«eon-4.jo;  Z  T^^S^, 
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CHAPTER    XI 

JUIYAN   EECMVM  THANH   AND  COMriDENCES 

Helen  had  retired  to  bed  when  Miag  Bligh  went 
upstairs;  so  it  wm  only  at  breakfost  the  next  morn- 
ing that  the  true  reason  of  Lavemock's  flight  was 
revealed  to  her.  She  gratified  her  informant  by 
shuddering  slightly  and  looking  disgusted;  but  she 
did  not  seem  disposed  to  blame  her  cousin  for  what 
had  occurred. 

"  Poor  fellow  ! "  was  her  first  comment. 

"  Oh,  I  grant  you  that  he  is  a  poor  fellow,"  said  Miss 
Bligh.  "If  he  weren't  a  very  poor  feUow  indeed,  he 
would  have  sent  that  impudent  hussy  flying  in  double 
quick  time.  But  if  you're  sorry  for  a  man  who  doesn't 
know  how  to  protect  himself  and  you  from  such 
outrages,  all  I  can  say  is  that  your  pity  might  be  better 
bestowed." 

"I  am  sorry  for  him,"  Helen  confessed.  "He 
couldn't  have  foreseen  that  he  would  be  pursued 
here,  and  I  doubt  whether  any  man  could  order, 
or  persuade,  Miss  Vernon  to  go  away  against  her 
will." 

"  Two  men  did  it  without  much  difficulty.     You  may 
thank  Colonel  Julyan  and  Major  Spurling  that  we  didn't 
1.% 
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hare  her  waltiing  into  the  supper  room  and  acieechiog 
the  house  down." 

«I  hope  they  don't  expect  to  be  thwiked,  for 
really  the  subject  is  too  unpleasant  to  be  talked 
about  By  the  way,  Susie,  who  is  your  friend  Major 
Spurling?"  ^ 

Miss  Bligh  smiled  complacently.     "  A  former  admirer. 
I  did  have  admirers  formerly,  Helen,  strange  as  it  may 
seem  to  you.     Indeed   I  can  boast  of  having  had  as 
many  as  three  at  the  same  time ;  for,  in  addition  to 
Ihivid  Spurling,  there  was  the  Squire  of  the  parish,  a 
widower  with  seven  children,  and  also  the  curate,  who 
honourably    explained    that    in    his  case  admiration 
couldnt  lead  to  business,  owing  to  insufficient  means. 
David  had  no  means  to  speak  of  either ;  but  that  didn't 
prevent  us  from  becoming  valiantly  engaged.     Then  we 
fell  out,  in  consequence  of  his  domineering  disposition, 
and  off  he  went  to  London  to  seek  his  fortune— which 
he  doesn't  appear  to  have  found— as  a  doctor.     Soon 
afterwards  my  poor  father  died,  and  I  had  the  luck  to 
be  engaged  as  your  governess,  my  dear.     One  doesn't 
always  recognise  one's  luck  at  the  moment.     I  remember 
to  have  shed  tears  over  my  ruddy  David,  though  I 
gather  that  he  didn't  cry  for  his  Susanna  long.     He  and 
I  shook  hands  last  night  and  told  one  another  how 
thankful  we  were  that  we  hadn't  made  it  up  in  years 
gone  by,  as  we  might  have  done  if  we  had  known  where 
to  write  to.    These  encounters,"  continued  Miss  Bligh 
impressively,  "bring  home  to  one  the  great  truth  that 
there  would  be  scarcely  any  marriages  at  all  if  the  young 
could  be  vouchsafed  a  vision  of  what  their  partners  were 
going  to  look  like  towards  middle  age.     Now,  if  you 
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were  only  to  see  Lavemock  as  he  ii  bound  to  be  aobie 

ten  years  hence " 

Helen  checked  her  with  an  uplifted  hand.  «"nuuik 
you,  Susie,  but  I  think  the  sight  of  him  as  he  is  now 
would  do,  if  anything  could  do." 

It  was  not,  in  truth,  a  question  of  what  Lavemock 
looked  like  or  was  going  to  look  like.    There  was  not 
even  much  question  as  to  what  he  would  eventually 
demand.     Helen  was  under  no   iUusion  about    him. 
Impending  bankruptcy  would  triumph  over  compunc- 
tions scruples  and aU  other  restraining  influences;  even 
oyer  Miss  Margery  iVemon,  formidable  though  that  latter 
hindrance   would  doubtless  contrive  to  be.    Colonel 
Julyan,  it  was  true,  was  of  opinion  that  he  would  aUow 
himself  to  be  pensioned,  and  Colonel  Julyan  seemed  to 
have  taken  his  measure  with  some  precision.    Every 
now  and  then  Helen  had  an  impulse  to  ask  Colonel 
Julyan  for  advice ;  but  then  he  always  put  her  off  by 
going  beyond  his  instructions  and  seeming  to  lay  her 
under  obligations  which  she  had  not  meant  to  incur 
Of  course  it  wasColonel  Julyan  (for  the  red-headed  Army 
surgeon  had  not  much  the  air  of  a  diplomatist)  who 
had  saved  her  frcw  vociferous  intrusion  on  the  previous 
evening,  and  of  course  it  had  been  kmd  of  him  to  do  so, 
if  a  trifle  officious.     Yes,  officious  was  the  word.    It  was 
his  deferential  officiousness  that  just  spoUt  him  as  a 
friend. 

The  above  somewhat  infelicitous  appreciation  gave 
Helen  comfort ;  for  her  conscience  had  begun  to  reproach 
her  with  having  been  both  uncivil  and  ungrateful  to  her 
guest,  and  she  was  not  at  aU  sure  that  she  ou^t  not  to 
•»k  his  pardon.    However,  as  it  chanced,  no  immediate 
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occasion  of  oflering  apologies  to  Colonel  Julyan  or  with- 
holding them  from  him  was  granted  to  her,  inasmuch 
as  newly  a  week  elapsed  before  she  saw  him  again.  It 
was  at  one  of  those  afternoon  crushes  in  South  Audley 
Street  which  symbolised  official  hospitality  to  visitors 
from  the  Colonies  that  Helen  found  herself  once  more 
rubbing  elbows  with  one  who  had  not  been  seen  at 
an  entertainment  of  that  description  for  years.  She 
greeted  him  with  a  cordiality  which  was  pwrtly  dueto 
surprise. 

"Who,"  she  exclaimed,  "would  have  expected  to 
come  across  you,  of  all  people,  in  this  crowd  of  strange 
beings ! " 

"  Nobody,  I  should  think,"  he  answered,  laughing. 
"On  the  other  hand,  anybody  might  have  had  a 
sanguine  expectation  of  coming  across  you  in  this  house. 
So  that  explains  me,  as  you  may  recollect  that  it 
explained  me  once  before." 

"  Oh ! "  said  Helen,  in  a  somewhat  colder  tone  of 
voice.  But  then,  reflecting  that  she  had,  after  all,  no 
quarrel  with  Colonel  Julyan,  "Why  have  you  not  been 
to  see  US  P"  she  asked. 

He  made  no  reply,  but  suggested  that  they  might  be 
able  to  hear  one  another  speak  if  they  stepped  aside 
from  the  surging  flow  and  ebb  of  humanity  which  had 
Lady  Elizabeth  Barton's  hook  nose  for  its  high-water 
mark.  So  presently  they  found  comparative  privacy 
in  the  same  small  anteroom  which  they  had  utilised 
on  a  previous  occasion,  and  then  Helen,  who  always 
expected  people  to  answer  when  spoken  to,  repeated  her 
question. 

"If  I  were  to  obey  my  own  inclinations,"  Julyan 
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^^,  "I  should  be  inquiring  whether  you  we«« 
home  ever,  day  of  the  week ,  but  one  of  tteXnJ^ 

Tt^J7        '"\^  ""«'"*  "*^«  to  l«e  ai^ 
^^th.t  he  «  much  more  likely  than  not  to  b!  a 

"Don^  yon  think,"  said  Helen,  "that  you  rather 
overdo  this  perpetual  insistence  upon  your  I^?  yZ 
make  me  suspect  that  it  is  a  forTof^vanit^f  S^ 
consciousness  anyhow."  »miy— oi  self- 

"Now  that  you  mention  it,  I  shouldn't  wonder  if  it 
was.  Miss  Monk.  But  if  at  least  it  r,^  '^"^er  if  it 
being  a  bore  ?"  presses  me  from 

"Take  care  that  it  doesn't  make  you  one !  And  by 
^ur  own  admission  you  are  not  quite  as  modestVyou 
try  to  appear,  for  you  said  just  now  that  you  came  bZ 
on  purpose  to  meet  me." 

"  Ah,  but  I  had  a  reason  and  an  excuse  for  that  I 
was  wond^  what  you  and  Mm  Bligh  we«,  goi^  to 
do  about  Ascot  next  week,  and  whethe^  if  you  Wt 

you    down    there    on    the    Tuesday    and    Thursdav 

."d—T"     •"'  "'  ""y  ^'"^^   """^^   o"    the  river, 

T  "f"\!'"f°  ^°''  '^^  y°"  """rtor  us  down  from 
London?"  inteirupted  Helen 
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It  was  an  idea  which  rtruck  Hden  as  decidedly  more 
attractive  than  the  alternative  with  which  she  was 
threatened  of  joining  Aunt  Elizabeth's  laiKe  party 
Moreover,  Miss  Bligh  had  not  been  included  irher 
ladyship's  invitation.  Nobody  except  Colonel  Julvan 
ev«  seemed  to  give  a  thought  to  poor  pleasure- 
loving  Mis.  Bligh.  So,  after  brief  consideration,  she 
answered: 

"Thank  you  very  much;  I  think  we  should  both 
enjoy  it" 

"That's  settied,  then,"  said  Julyan,  "and  if  there's 
time  aft^  dinner,  you  might  care  to  come  and  inspect 
my  humble  dwelling.  The  garden  isn't  much  laiger 
than  this  room,  but  it  has  some  rather  good  roses  in  it 
just  now." 

He  went  on  talking  about  roses  and  herbaceous  bor- 
ders and  so  forth ;  for  he  knew  that  his  companion  was 
a  keen  gardener.  But  he  made  no  aUusion  whatever  to 
the  evening  which  had  been  so  near  to  ending  most 
disagreeably  for  her,  and  although  she  would  have 
been  angry  with  him  if  he  had,  she  could  not  but 
appreciate  his  discreet  abstention.  So  much  so,  indeed, 
that  after  a  time  she  herself  abruptly  introduced  the 
subject 

"I  ought  to  thank  you,"  said  she,  "for  having  pre- 
vailed upon  my  cousin  aim  Miss  Vernon  to  go  away 
from  the  hotel  the  other  night  I  should  have  thanked 
you  at  the  time,  only  I  didn't  know  then." 

Julyan  frowned.  «  You  ought  never  to  have  known 
ataU.    Who  told  you?    Not  Lavemock  ?" 

"  No ;  I  haven't  seen  him  since.  Major  Spurling  told 
Susie,  who  told  me."  ^ 
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"Ah,  that's  the  wont  of  Spurling!    An  erceUent 

man  a,  nany  way.;  but  he  can't  hold  hi,  to^eT^ 

He  do«mt   resemble  his  former  Colonel  there," 

remarked  Helen,  suddenly  turning  her  head  toward.  W 

neighbour  and  smiling. 

"You  mean?" 

"Oh,  I  daresay  you  are  quite  right,  and  it  doesn't 
«ally  matter.  Still,  a  hint  might  have  been  givTto 
me  not  to  go  to  that  theatre." 

n.-    .      r    ''■     °^'  ""^  '*^"*  °f  I-vemock;  his 
private  aHiurs  are  nothing  to  me.    But  that  woman- 

weU  you  were  at  the  back  of  the  box,  and  perhaps  you 

idn  t  ^     p   Haps  you  wouldn't  have  ser^om  ^^e 

W  of  .t;   for  neither  Susie  nor  Captain  Forrester 

Juljjmlookeddistressed.  "  I  did  see  what  happened," 
^r^  ."M»^  Vernon  is  a  jealous  little"^^. 
witt  the  instincts  of  a  gutter  snipe.  If  I  had  had  Te 
le.«t  Idea  that  she  would  behave  as  she  did  at  the  theatre 
and  ^ards,  1  would  certainly  have  tried  to  prevent 

IZ.^'^A  ^'"^L  *^°"«^  '  ^"^  '  *°»Id  have  been 
knocked  down  and  trampled  upon  for  my  pain*  Now 
isn't  that  true,  Miss  Monk  ?  "  ' 

Helen  laughed  and  acknowledged  that  it  was.  If 
ttere  were  moments  when  she  disliked  Colonel  Julyan, 
there  were  also  moments  when  she  quite  liked  him,  and 

«ud  "you  couldn't  have  stopped  me  ftom  going  to  the 
STt.^  sto  '  '^  T'''  """^  °"^  "»--  tf  think 
nocK  gambling  as  much  as  ever  ?  " 
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«I  can't  tell  yon,"  answered  Julyan.  "There  in  s 
certain  dub  at  which  he  and  I  used  to  play,  I  don't  go 
there  any  more." 

"  Does  he  know  why  you  don't  ?" 

"  I  believe  he  knows  that  I  have  fonwom  eaxda ;  it  is 
scareely  likely  to  have  struck  him  that  I  am  ofiering 
myself  as  a  bright  example." 

Helen  smiled  and  sighed.  "  No,  of  course  not ;  that's 
just  it,"  said  she.  '■  riut  Tm  not  ungrateful  to  you,"'^ahe 
added  quickly. 

Now  this  was  a  good  deal  of  a  concession,  and  what 
caused  her  to  make  it  she  might  have  been  at  a  loss  to 
explain.  Something  in  the  man's  face  perhaps — a  sub- 
dued wistfiilness  and  mute  deprecation  of  undeserved 
snubs,  which  pierced  rather  pathetically  through  the 
high,  cool  self-possession  of  a  social  veteran.  Julyan, 
however,  was  not  at  all  conscious  of  conveying  that 
impression.  He  was  not,  indeed,  thinking  of  Umself, 
being,  as  always  when  in  Helen's  vicinity,  otherwise 
-igrossed.  His  constant  scrutiny  of  her  had  not  told 
him  much  of  a  nature  to  raise  his  spirits,  and  he  parted 
from  her  presently  with  a  sense  of  failure.  Although 
she  had  been  gracious  this  time,  he  divined  that  she  did 
not  wholly  trust  him  and  had  little  belief  in  his  disin- 
terested friendship.  She  would  not  consult  him  in  a 
•risis ;  she  would  dispose  of  her  life  according  to  her 
own  ideas ;  and  her  ideas  with  reference  to  her  entirely 
worthless  cousin  began  to  be  disquieting.  Margery 
Vernon  had  given  her  a  shock  ;  but  Lavemock  evidently 
had  not.  Knowing  all  that  she  knew  about  Lavemock, 
she  remained  to  all  appearance  unshaken  in  her  intention 
to  marry  him  if  he  should  ask  her.     "  And  it  stands  to 
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«Mon  tbrt  hell  do  that."  July«  niefidly  reflected,  »  he 
let  himaelf  into  the  flat  in  the  St.  J«n.e.'«  dirtrict  which 
was  his  London  home. 

Somebody,  seated  in  his  armchair,  was  blowing  clouds 
of  smoke  towards  the  ceiling;  somebody  with  a  sleek, 
black  head  and  outstretched  legs,  who  said,  on  his 
entrance: 

"  They  told  me  you  would  be  back  to  diess  fordinner. 
Colonel,  so  I  thought  Td  wait  I-er-I  didn't  half 
thank  you  for  that  loan  of  a  thou«md  that  you  were  so 
good  as  to  let  me  have." 

finf  K^  ^"^^"^   r^""  "J"^*"  "«  y°«  »«»t  here  to 
finish  thanking  me,  Lavemock— come ! " 

Lavemock  also  laughed  a  little.  «WelL  no"  he 
admitted;  "there's  something  else." 

He  got  up,  wandered  about  the  room  in  his  restless, 
nervous  way.  pitched  his  cigarette  out  of  the  window^ 
thnist  his  hands  into  his  pockets,  examined  one  of  the 
pictur^  for  a  moment,  then  wheeled  round  and  resumed 

DIB  86&t< 

"The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  Colonel,  that  I 
V^on "  ^°"    "^"'*"      "'^    *"*"*    Margery 

"The  only  advice  I  can  give  you  is  to  chuck  her," 
answer«lJulyan  succinctly.  "It  means  a  storm,  whi4 
you  will  have  to  weather  as  best  you  can;  but  there's 
nothing  else  for  it,  except  her  chucking  you,  which  she 
seems  unwilling  to  do."  "  j  ->  •"« 

"She  can'C  said  Lavemock  gloomily.  «I  cant 
chuck  her  either.     She  happens  to  be  my  wife." 

lie   deuce   she   does!"  ejaculated  Julyan,    with 
uphfted  brows.     "  Pm  very  sorry  for  this,  Lavenlock." 
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"  I  dmt  suppoce  you  are,"  returned  L»vemock,  with 
one  of  his  quick  frown. ;  « I  don't  see  how  you  can  be. 
You  know  now  that  I  was  speaking  the  truth  when  I 
told  you,  the  other  night,  that  I  should  nerer  ask  Helen 
to  many  me,  and  you're  uncommonly  glad  of  that,  I 
suspect" 

"Well,  rm  glad  of  that,"  Julyan  owned;  «but  Fm 
very  sorry  for  you,  all  the  same.  What  could  h»ve 
made  you  do  such  a  thing!" 

Layemock  shrugged  his  shoulders.  "It  isn't  the 
first  time  that  such  a  thing  has  been  done.  One  alwa-  •» 
wonders  how  any  other  man  can  be  such  an  ass;  but 
one  isn't  astonished  at  oneself.  Another  thing— I 
daresay  you  won't  believe  it,  but  it's  a  fact  that  I  was 
awfully  fond  of  Helen,  and  when  she  made  it  quite 
clear  that  she  would  never  have  anything  to  say  to  me 
of  her  own  accord,  I  felt  like  doing  something  desperate. 
Anyhow,  there  were  days  when  I  felt  like  that,  and 
Margery,  who  wanted. me  to  many  her— God  knows 
why!— took  advantage  of  one  of  them.  We  were 
married  at  a  registry  office  a  short  time  before  the 
governor  died.    Just  my  luck  ! " 

It  had  to  be  admitted  that  his  luck  was  not 
good,  however  little  deserving  of  sympathy  he  might 
be,  and  however  much  a  friend  of  Helen's  must 
needs  rejoice  that  she  had  nothing  more  to  fear  from 
him.  But  his  request  for  advice  seemed  a  little 
tardy. 

"I'm  sotiy  for  you,  Lavemock,"  Julyan  repeated. 
"  I'm  afraid  you  have  put  yourself  beyond  reach  of  help, 
though.  As  you  yourself  say,  you  can't  get  rid  of  your 
wife." 
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••Well,th«t'«a»in«ybe.  There',  no  1^  iMchineiy 
for  compelling  a  mta  to  live  with  his  wife." 

"She  can  obtain  an  order  for  restitution  of  coniuinl 
rights  if  he  deserts  her." 

"Oh,  I  know.  You  don't  obey  the  order,  that's 
•II.  It  isn't  the  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  Mar- 
gery that  puts  me  up  a  tree  just  now;  it's  that 
she's  beginning  to  insist  upon  being  publicly  acknow- 
ledged." 

"  I  wonder  she  didnt  insist  before." 

"Well,  she. has  fits  of  being  open  to  raason.  Of 
course  it  would  have  Ueen  madness  to  make  our  marriage 
known  while  my  father  lived,  and  when  she  heard 
about  the  will,  she  saw  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
keep  things  dark  a  little  longer." 

« I  may  be  stupid,"  said  Julyan,  «  but  I  cant  under- 
■tand  why." 

"For  the  very  simple  reason  that  I  owe  any  amount 
of  money,  and  that  my  creditors  wont  press  me  while 
they  think  there  is  a  prospect  of  my  manying  a  ereat 
heiress."  ^    o     o 

"Oh!  And  now,  I  suppose,  Margery  has  taken  it 
into  her  head  to  be  jealous  of  the  heiress  whom  you 
cant  many." 

"That's  it  Idiotic,  if  you  like;  but  most  women 
are  idiots  when  they  arent  maniacs,  and  Margery  is 
both  by  turns.  There's  a  sort  of  eicuse  for  her  too. 
Once  or  twice,  when  she  has  made  me  lose  my  temper 
with  her,  rve  said  things  about  myself  and  Helen  which 
happened  to  be  true— yon  can  imagine  the  kind  of 
things.    80  now  she  swears  she  is  going  to  have  her 
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^nu  T  "^  '"•ke  .  clean  b4rt  of  it.-  '^ 

T.™r  L    •    °°*    *"'"«    *°   •'°    '*^'"    exclaimed 
l^^,  m  prised  aisgust.     «I  caU  thattZ 

«Nev«rthele»,  I  believe  it',  the  be,t  thi.«  you  eta 
do.     Whether  your  father  me«,t   you  to  Z^mi 

t.'%'';L*  *"  •'"^  •"•*  *«  ''""W  have™ 
«paMe  of  obeying  if  it  had  been  powiWe  N^w  S 
Jt^«  .n.po«ible.  she  wiU  cert«„,yT*"t,  I^Z^ 

"In  plain  language,  I  mean  that  ahe  will  wiah  to 

Silf  SuiV  V  T^  "^  *^'  •'^  «^ln«der 
^  bound.    So,  If  I  were  yon,  I  wouldn't  put  off 

«y  bnger  what  «^'t  in  any  ca«  be  put  off  v«yT„ng  " 

Slt/T'' «'°r*«  »  "™« '«»  not  over  ftstiS 
However,  Lavernock's  code  of  ethics  was  alwave  « 
r*^  quantity,  and  he  chose  to  spurn  t^:^ 

1*^^K^^"«  *"  *^°'-  Allow  himself  to  b^ 
Phoned  by  Helen  ?-he  would  sooner  starve !  iTwal 
taae  au.t  he  h«l  borrowed  a  little  money  of  her  Z 
had  almost  fo^ed  it  upon  him.    But  if  he  couS  o^ 
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tide  over  Aioot,  and  perhapi  Goodwood,  he  would  Iw 
able  to  repay  her,  and  he  would  certainly  take  can  that 
•he  had  precedence  over  his  other  creditor*.  Only,  on 
«*ount  of  those  other  creditor.,  it  was  of  the  lart 
importance  that  the  tuA  of  his  being  a  married  man 
should  remain  secret 

"Well,  but  it  seems  to  me,"  objected  Julyan,  "that 
in  not  telling  that  feet,  as  a  secret,  to  your  cousin  you 
run  the  ri,k  of  her  being  publicly  informed  of  it  throuah 
Maigery."  ^ 

"  That's  exactly  the  point,"  Lavemock  answered.  « I 
am't  trust  Margery  m  yard.  StiU,  so  long  as  she  knows 
rm  not  with  Helen,  and  doesn't  see  me  speaking  to  her, 
Ae  may  hold  her  tongue,  and,  to  keep  her  quiet,  I 
haven't  been  near  Rita's  since  that  evening.     But  now 

there's  Ascot  coming  on,  and ^ 

"Is  Margery  going  to  Ascot?" 
«Oh,    Lord,    yes!      WeU,    I    can't    actually    cut 
Helen,  who  will  be  going  down  with  the  Bartons,  I 
suppose ;  but  I  mean  to  keep  out  of  her  way  as  much 
as  I  can,  and  I  thought  perhaps  you  might  help  me." 

"Help  you  to  avoid  her.  That  won't  be  easy,  Tm 
afiaid.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  offered,  half  an  hour 
■go,  to  take  Miss  Monk  and  Miss  Bligh  down  in  my 
motor,  and  the  offer  was  accepted." 

"So  much  the  better!  1  U  means  that  Forrester 
and  I  go  over  ftom  your  place  on  our  own,  and  even  if 
we  do  meet  on  the  course,  it  won't  look  as  if  we  were 
one  party." 

"I  ought  to  mention,"  said  Julyan,  « that  Miss  Monk 
18  dining  with  me  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Club,  and 
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th«  WM  »me  uik  of  her  oomW  on  .fUrwud.  ♦„ 

« 1?'  ^^^'V" "^t ' "  «d«med  Lavemock  quickly  • 
«th.t  wont  do  .t  idl!    M«g«y  i.  dinW  yri^me- 

n.7ri^*^;of^'"^=*'"^-«^^--''«^ 

"Oh  you'U  get  out  of  that  ewily  enough.  Now 
Ojond,you  «e  how  thing,  are  with  m^  At  tt^ 
pmjent  mo„,ent  Tm  in  a  tighti,h  place,  but  wUh 
anythag  like  orfina^r  luck  I  ought  tHie  fa  a^t 

Tve  got  to  muale  Maigery  if  I  can." 
« I  don't  think  you  will,"  said  Julyan. 
hlil!  ^"^  I  Aall,  unless  d,e  flie.  into  one  of  her 
blind  fune^  a.  die  did  the  other  niirht  She  m-J 
pretend  not  to  care  whether  Tm  broke  or  not  huf  f 
-xse  ahe  does  really,  and  she  knot  as" eulYf 
ttat  the  wntters  are  only  holding  their  hands  be«t.« 
liey  expect  „.e  to  be  a  rich  man  befo«  long.  S 
jurt  one  thing  that  might  knock  me  Zr;  HdL 
""ght  engage  herself  to  somebody" 

"She  might,"  Julyan  assented,  "if  she  were  to  hear 

of  yom-  marriage.    Otherwise  die  won't,  .^ess T ^ 

very  much  mistaken  in  her."  "" 

Wmock  grinned.     «  Well-there  you  a« !    Don't 
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you  lee  tut  I  dioold  be.bomfooltolethwhetr 
of  itP" 

Hi»  peculiar  (3r8tem  of  morality  exhibited  itaelf  again. 
Who  wa<  to  gue»  what  line  of  conduct  he  would  adopt 
or  what  he  would  hold  inadmiwUeP  But  hif  ftoe 
clouded  over  once  more  ai  he  resumed : 

"How  about  Forrerter?  He's  always  in  her  podcet 
nowadays."  ' 

"I  dont  think  Forrester  can  be  said  to  constitute  • 
danger,"  answered  Julyan,  smiling;  for  in  truth  he  did 
not  thmk  so.  «Mi„  Monk's  future  husband  will 
hardly  be  of  Forrerter's  type." 

''Well,"  obwrved  Lavemock,  his  brow  clearing,  «it's 
rather  a  relief  to  hear  you  say  that.  I  shouldn't  like 
to  see  Helen  thrown  away  upon  a  self-satisfied,  primHsh 
young  ass  like  Forrester.  Not  that  it  makes  any  «lds 
to  me;  she's  welcome  to  please  herself.  All  I  care 
about  is  that  she  should  remain  unattached  for  the 
next  two  or  three  months." 

Was  that  really  aU  that  he  cared  about  ?  He  went 
away  without  saying  much  more  and  without  havinc 
obtained  any  advice,  save  that  which  he  had  so 
empUticaUy  rejected.  His  visit  and  his  revelation 
had  doubtless  been  prompted  by  various  motives;  but 
Julyan,  thinking  him  over,  suspected  that  sheer  jealousy 
of  Forrester  (who,  whatever  he  might  be,  had  nev« 
been  caUed  priggish  or  self-satisfied  before)  was  not  the 
least  potent  of  them.  There  were  redeeming  traits  in 
Lavemock's  shifty,  incongruous,  eminently  unsafe 
character,  and  if  amid  the  dibri,  of  so  many  indulged 
passions  and  unabashed  infidelities  there  survived  a 
genuine  love  for  his  cousin,  it  was  not  Julyan  who 
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^^^■T.'r^  of  c«nani«r.tion  «d 

S^rii^*  T '"  '"^  "^  *'"»'«'•"«  -"d  "ho  w^ 
tMd  for  life  to  Mugeiy  Vernon. 
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GiOAsnc  diamonds,  white  elephants,  family  mamioM, 
m  St  James's  Square  or  elsewhere-«U  these  are  quite 
pleasant  assets  to  c*me  into  the  hands  of  a  younR 
woman,  provided  that  they  are  readily  convertible  into 
cash.    If  not,  they  are  apt  to  present  themselves  rather 
m  the  light  of  embarrassing  burdens  and  to  demand  of 
!r  '"*'' ?"•'•*«»'"  irony  what  she  proposes  to  do  with 
them.     What  Helen  proposed  to  do  with  the  London 
house  which  she  had  always  disliked  and  which,  despite 
refurbishing,  retained  obstinately  an  aspect  of  stem 
grandeur  from  which  the  far  larger  Wiltshire  mansion 
was  whoUy  exempt,  was  to  live  in  it     That  course  was 
dearly  indicated;  but  she  told  her  companion,  with  a 
Mgh,  after  the  installation  had  been  effected,  that  she 
did  not  believe  it  would  ever  be  possible  to  feel  at  home 
there. 

"It  looks  as  if  it  wished  me  to  understand  that  it 

only  «wts  for  purposes  of  entertainment,"  she  remarked. 

Then  you'U  have  to  give  it  what  it  asks  for," 

wtmiied  Miss  Bligh  cheerfully.     «  But  to  my  mind  it 

«»ks  m  much  louder  tones  for  a  master." 

« I  should  be  only  too  gkd  to  propitiate  the  monster 
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with  that  gift,"  obrerred  Helen,  kughing  forlornly,  «if 
^faiew  how  to  do  it  without  including  my«df  in  the 

7  ^P*  *?"'  "^y  '^^  ~"e  ''hen  you  wiU  be  only  too 
gl«d  to  include  yourself,"  was  Miss  Bligh's  oniular 
recuse.  "Dont  you  be  in  a  hurry,  though.  He 
house  can  wait ;  so  can  you,  and  so  can  he." 

"He"  (if  Miss  Bligh  had  aUuded  to  Lavemock,  as  of 
OTiurse  she  did  not,)seemed  both  willing  to  wait  and  not 
unhkdy  to  be  impeded  in  any  advances  that  he  might 
see  fit  to  make.  On  the  morning  after  Helen  Ld 
moved  into  the  residence  which  had  so  few  attractions 
for  her  she  received  a  letter  the  apparent  object  of 
which  was  to  convince  her  that  she  would  do  well  to 
keep  it  for  her  own  use. 

"You    may  flatter   yourself,"    this    unceremonious 
missive  began,  « that  you  did  a  clever  thing  when  you 
got  that  old  unde  of  yours  to  leave  you  money  and 
Foporty  that  ought  to  have  gone  to  somebody  el«,; 
but  thats  just  where  you  make    a    mistake.    Lord 
Lavemock  isnt  going  to  marry  you  either  for  love  or 
for  money,  and  you  can  take  this  as  a  straight  tip  fo>m 
one  who  knows.     You  arent  very  proud,  trying  so  hard 
to  catch  a  man  who  doesnt  mean  to  be  caught  and  who 
wouldn't  cross  the  street  to  spedc  to  you  if  you  didnt 
keep  on  beckoning  to  him.    Anybody  can  see  that  you're 
in  love  with  him ;  but  that  isnt  going  to  help  you 
mudi,  you  may  depend  upon  it.    There  isn't  any  sort 
of  ose  in  your  making  eyes  at  him  and  telling  him  you 
wwddhke  him  to  have  what  should  be  his  by  right. 
«d  aU  that  stuff,     you  u^H  get  hi,n,  «.d  it's  fnly 
fiur    you   should   know   that   unless    you   have   the 
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wdl  come  of  .t  both  for  him  and  for  jon.    14  i.  to!d 
you  for  your  own  good."  ^ 

The  letter,  written  in  a  large,  .pmwling  hand,  was 
anonymoua,  but  might  ju«t  a,  weU  Lve  Znl^^ 
ML    Helen  who  could  feel  no  doubt  as  to  hef  corre- 

r    r*'  "''^*'*y'  P'™*^  *h«  *«>*  twice,  then  tore 
rt  up  mto  ve^smaU  pieces,  which  she  consi^ed  to^ 

Z^K  ^'/V''"'"  ""'"'^  °'  M»^  Vernon' 
slTh^  r^  K  ^  ^  "^  *«  k°e-  -ext  to  nothine^, 
lo^mo  half-compassionate  contempt    which    i^ 

common  amongst  women  of  her  own.  iLt  Maraerv 
should  misconstrue  the  situation  was,  she  suZS 

to  spiteful  abuse  and  childish  menaces  was  probaWv 
bkewise  natural,     lie  incident  might,  and  woSJw 

to  foiget  the  smgukrly  unpleasant,  vaguely  sinister 
m.p«.s.on  which  she  had  received  at  theXlL^ 
tt.s  remained  pre«mt  to  her  and  forbade  her  U,  regard 
W««,lant    a.    wholly    negligible.     WhatevJ^ 
M^  Vernon  might  be,  she  was  bold,  r«vengeH 
potentially  dangewus.     Her  face,  her  voice,  h^^hde 
»«nng«««ted  tragedy  of  the  baser  sortlaknifet     • 
W^"'  N^'tf  °"*  *°«-<«»»P-iment  Jy2Z 
i^^'^l     »«ng  conrtitutionally  timid,  HelenTd 
»o  fear  for  hersdf ;  but  she  h«l  some  for  LavemoST 
JW  for  hm.  and  also  of  him  ;  fear  lest  he  d«,uld^' 
»peUent  «pect  under  which  he  had  displayed  him^ 

^h^  of  late  was  enhanced  by  an  epiJe  rwwStf 
was  m  no  way  «»weraUe);  fear  l«t  he  should  at  «.y 
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moment  ckim  what  could  not  be  leAued  Um  without 
duloyalty  to  his  father. 

So  it  was  aU  rather  complicated,  and  if  Helen  did 
not  know  what  to  wish  for,  perhaps  there  are  not  a  great 
many  people  who,  in  her  place,  would  have  known 
either.  Colonel  Julyan  could  have  told  her  that  she 
ne«d  not  wish  for  anything  at  aU,  seeing  that  control 
over  her  cousin's  future  had  been  taken  out  of  her 
hands;  but  Colonel  Julyan  was  bound  to  silence,  and 
ttat  may  have  been  why  he  omitted  to  call  in  St. 
James's  Square.  For  although  he  could  keep  a  secret 
as  wdl  as  another,  he  disliked  more  than  most  others 
an  obhgation  to  suppress  truth  and  suggest  falsehood. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Barton,  an  honest  woman  in  her  way, 
was  by  no  means  equaUy  punctilious.  That  is  to  say 
that  when  she  had  a  right  and  desirable  end  in  view, 
and  when  certain  pcsons  appeared  to  stand  m  the  way 
of  Its  accomplishment,  she  did  not  mind  sailing  rather 
near  the  wind  in  her  remarks  concerning  such  persons. 
Thus  she  told  her  niece  in  so  many  words  that  Colonel 
Julyan  was  not  a  man  with  whom  any  decent  woman 
could  afford  to  be  seen  at  Ascot  or  elsewhere— whiA 
was  certainly  going  a  great  deal  too  far. 

"I  thought  it  was  arranged  that  you  were  to  join 
our  party,"  she  added  aggrievedly,  "and  now  I  hear 
that  you  are  going  to  let  him  motor  you  the  whole  way 
down  from  London ! " 

"  Me  and  Susie  Bligh,"  said  Helen.  «  Most  likely  he 
wiU  sit  beside  the  chaufleur  and  we  shall  be  behind 
him." 

"  My  dear,  who  will  notice  where  you  sit  ?— even  if 
you  are  recognisable  through  the  dust,  which  wiU  choke 
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J«m  and  make  jou  quite  unfit  to  be  seen    wt.-*- 
^.oticedandtalk'ed.boutisthilyTwTS^'T^ 

SZbT'^'  ^''^'  ■-luaintance^brha;"^ 

LadvEli^Iwr        V*  """^ment  sometimes." 
pe«^fS^r°"'"":^'*^«'»'-f  the  oblivious 

Julian's  n^t^for^^';;;.^::  a^  .V^^'""^ 
•ngagement  "  i^=»day,  and  I  can't  break  the 

apprehend  that  he  might  ^     SU         M***""  *» 
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had  been  told  that  bT^Ttt^" ^'?^*^'"^    H« 

However,  when  Helen  arrived  Hb  1,/j?^  *" 
«  appearance  amongst  Z  on'J '  ""^  y"*  ?"*  ^ 
Fom^  was  the  J^  tosTw  rh^::.  °'  ''"«' 
««»n«l  to  Lady  ElizabetTT  1  .  ^"^  ""  "«»« 
Mi.  Bligh  that  FoSL  LJr  ^*^  '"^y^  - 
to    Lav^ock-    vrr     *      P"""'  '  PoesiUe  rival 

^tTl^lrTor^l'ir^"^*^  th^^^- 
-enio»   and  profZri^    r^'f°"~^  '^U'  her 

-lityherpr^f„,V^^^t,r^^-  ^ 
m-ased  every  day.  ll.efS^,£l^;«'-P"y 
•nnbnmt  face  was  nlw-^.  i  wealthy,  comely, 

now  when  hT«Irflr  '"^~°"'  ""^  *°  ^^'^  «>^ 
to  -trodu^h^^r^J  "- :«^-  to  be  aUowed 
^^^^^^  uis  people,  she  gave  a  very  willing 

Genend  Forrester,  a  sexagenarian  reolica  „f  I.- 
-"th  a  spare  upright  figure,irZe^tld  i^'"  T 
comteous  manner^  was  did  to  ^Zl^    ,^^y' 
•«nembe,«l  veTweU-Zjh  T  of "  '""^'  "^ 

^^^^ot1Lr^lr^°^'^^^s*'^^ 

-onmo-thtr'-ra^J— -;^- 
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•A  n^erting  the  neighbourhood  aad  it.  udubitaati 
Which  Helen  enjoyed  answering.    Anybody  who  would 
talk  to  her  about  her  uncle  and  her  old  home  miAt 
count  upon  impwMing  her  agreeably.    Mm.  Forrester 
wa.  one  of  those  charming,  white-haiied  old  kdies  who 
have  bea,me  all  but  extinct  in  a  bewigged,  massaged, 
enamd^^  epoch.     Her  conversation  a.^e«.w^ 
completely  out  of  date  as  her  aspect.    She  was  undis- 
guisedl,  proud  of  her  handsome  son,  made  no  apoloRv 
for  eitolhng  his  virtues  and  exploits  at  gnsat  U^ 
and  evidently  took  it  for  granted  that  her  hea«r  muA 
be  interest^  m  so  engrossing  a  topic.     Very  likely  she 
may  have  had  maternal  aspimtions  with  regard  to  her 
hearer,  for  no  fond'mother  can  object  to  see  her  son 
visibly  smitten  with  a  beautiful  heiress;  but  her  tone 
was  not  at  aU  that  of  a  suppUcant,  and  when  she  jomed 

iS^K,   ?   i„^*"?  *"y  '«**  I^°don,  it  was    quite 
possible  to  beheve  her  both  since.*  and  disinterest^. 

Nice,  unsophisticated,  weU-bred  people,  Helen 
thought  He  sort  of  people  with  whoiTldd  f^ 
happy  and  at  home;  the  sort  of  people  with  whom,  had 
the  conditions  been  other  than  they  were,  she  n^ht 
gladly  have  formed  closer  tie.  than  those  of^„ 
««luau.tanceAip  Amongst  the  people  who  formed 
the  btJk  of  Mr.  Barton's  party  and  adjLnt  parties  ste 
^v«^elt  quite  at  home,  though  she'always'^tri^L 

miderstood  that  term;  very  few  indeed  weT^phis- 
ti«ted ;  aU  of  them  di«>our,ed  in  strident  voices  T^n 
arangeofsubjecteahnost  infentine  in  its  monoton^u 
little    ambit      After    a  time  Helen,  e«»ping  bom 
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«t«wbmiei,  tea  «d  inane  babUe,  dwDDed  W  .11^ 

to  have  been  «  m„„^         .  ^'*  "^^  ■"«*  ought 

"Thu  he  only  <«d  whZ^T   ^      top^sent  himself 

relatives,  ste^^l  J  ,S?e^:^T  T"  *^  "^^ 
'-Bom,  as  it  happentrfe  S  t' ^'  2  ^ 
roused  bv  a  f/ni^t,  „     n.      «         «»  see.     &o  Helen, 

«th.  a  pen«n  who.  ;S^L^rSr:"har°f  ^ 
P-ticdar  moment  v«y  li^  de^:!  C  ^  '*  *^* 

.  J^^X^/^vToeritr^"':  ^- 
the  river.  ">veniock  remarked,  pointing  to 

referred  to  ""'«  oeen  of  the  nature 

swallow  I"  would   have   to 
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JWun  there  would  be  more  than  an  even  dianoe  of  one'. 

b«ng  forcibly  r«cued  bjr  aome  busybody  or  other.     ' 

l-tot»  why  I  don'tjump  off  Westminster  Bridge  myMtt 

and  that's  why  I  couldn't  recommend  the  Thame,  to 

yon  if  you  were  reaUy  tiled  of  life,  «,  of  coune  you 

■Ksnt.    Why  should  you  be  ?  " 

«h  there  any  reason  why  you  should  be?"  Helen 

asked,  turning  to  look  at  him;  for  his  voice  «,unded 

fatigued  and  dejected. 
"Several  excellent  ones,"   he    replied  unnnilingly. 

You  know  what  some  of  them  are;  but  ev^ift^ 

wished  to  abolish  them,  you  couldn't;  so " 

"I  do  wish  to  abylish  them,"  she  interrupted,  "and  I 
beheve  I  could,  if  you  would  let  me.  Your  trouble,  are 
mortly  connected  with  money,  aren't  they  ?  " 

"Mostly,  yes.  And  you  would  like  to  give  me  money, 
wouldnt  you?  And  I  should  like  very  weD  to  take 
It  Unluddly,  as  I  had  to  remind  you  once  before,  the 
onty  way  for  a  man  to  possess  himsetf  of  a  spinster's 
fortune  is  to  many  her." 

He  stared  his  neighbour  full  in  the  fece  as  he  spoke ; 
thenavertedhiseyesand  laughed.  "  You  stand  fire  well," 
he  remarked ;  « I  always  say  you're  the  pluckiest  womak 

"  I  wish  you  would,"  she  said. 

«I  know  what  you  dont  wish,  and  111  dear  the 
ground  by  telling  you  that  vou're  safe  againrt  its  ever 
happ»,ng.  I'm  not  going  to  ask  you  again  to  be  my 
wife,  Helen— neither  now  nor  at  any  future  time.  So 
you  may  dismiss  that  spectre  from  your  mind  once  for 
aU.    But  you  would  rather  not  have  been  enriched  at 
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Veiy  weU,"  he  continued ;  «  «.««'. 
««  do  for  me,  «d  I  a>She  no  «r  Vr""!*^"*  ^'^ 

y«."  know,  that  ^IS'enSr^  "•  °'  "^ 
long  «  twdemeople  and  ^rftl. T  ^  '""■7™fc  -ind  w 
their  head.  T^t  ^^^  ^''\«°^  that  idea  i» 

them  find  out  their  miatl^rdC^^i-  ^"^  °°"  ^'^ 
i«ck  of  hound.  Do  you  sTl?!^?^  ^  °"  "■'  '^''«  " 
«k  «n  awfUl  lot  of  Z^  I  o^/  .  ^  »"«>  ?  I  dont 
world  think  what  it^JLl\,Z  T  ^"^  *"  '"^  *^* 
the  autumn.  If  myE^.,  «  httle  longer--«y  until 
tember.  I  shaU  b^^  " '^"'^.^  P""«»  "»^d  by  Sep- 
or  «,me  «ch  qdT^S.""  ^^^  "^"  »'  *«  f'^Y  va^t 

^oS^^^jiLrrSinrwrtTt'^r'.^ 

2^-t'^rory^-«^vZ?.?SS 
to  hesitate.        ^'"^'  **  "P«"«^  »>-  ^P'  -nd  «emS 

«WeU?"«kedUven,ockA.,p,y. 

would  ber^o^e^kelttotT^*^*  ^'  ^""^  -  *« 
J^  prudent ;  JX'^y  Jd       **  '"'"  "^  *"  -«^- 

public?"  '  ''•""^'^  be  often  .een  together  in 

-bedidnot^J---/-^^ 
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■he  miled  and  aniwend,  "Oh,  one  teM.    I  loppd^^it 
would  be  a  waste  of  breath  to  give  you  lound  advice  ?" 
"It  would,  thanlu.    You  cant  be  mote  oonvinoad 
than  I  am  of  the  abttiact  wiidom  of  dropping  thi*,  that 
and  the  other.    Card*,  for  imtanoe,  lilce  old  Julyan. 
The  idea  of  old  Julyan's  dropping  cards!    It's  rather 
oomic.    Who  persuaded  Lim,  I  wonder  ?  " 
"  You  mig^t  do  worse  than  imitate  him." 
"Cant  aflbrd  it  until  the  luck  turns,  my  dear.    I 
should  be  a  lunatic  to  stop  now  that  Fve  been  losing 
■teadily  for  months.'' 

"And  you  will  tWnk  youradf  a  lunatic  to  stop  while 
you  are  winning,"  Helen  observed. 

He  lani^ed  and  shrugged  his  shoulders.  "Yes;  so 
the  game  goes  merrily  on.  If  I  had  a  son,  he  should  be 
a  teetotaller,  he  should  never  back  a  hone  and  never 
toudi  a  card.  And  there  are  one  or  two  other  things 
that  he  shouldn't  do,  if  I  knew  it  But  of  course  I 
tbouldnt  know  what  he  was  up  to,  and  the  odds  are 
that  he  would  be  just  as  incoirigible  as  I  am.  Well,  so 
long,  Helen,  and  thank  you." 

He  strode  away,  leaving  Helen  to  make  what  she 
oonU  of  assertions  whidi  perplexed  her,  in  spite  of  their 
precisi<ni.  She  knew  the  man  too  wdl,  hod  had  too 
long  experience  of  his  varying  moods  and  flagrant  incon- 
sistendes,  to  believe  altogether  in  his  renunciation  of  a 
fortune  which  might  have  been  his  for  the  asking.  Yet 
he  had  in  the  most  explicit  language  accorded  her  ths 
liberty  for  which  she  had  longed  with  an  intensity  of 
which  she  herself  hod  hardly  been  conscious  until  now. 
Could  anybody— could  even  her  own  highly  sensitive 
conscience— reproach  her  if  she  were  to  take  him  at  his 
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th.t  it  might  be  impoSe  r2t  ??  '^'^^ 

•-Hrf  to  hX^'f  ^tl^j-f  r*-*  t-«J.  W. 
impo«Wi<7.  ^'*'  "^  *■»» 


CHAPTER  Xm 


R>UM  HAI  A   0000  OAT 


To  love  aomeone  who  doea  not,  and  never  can,  love 
you  ii,  no  doubt,  to  be  in  a  condition  which  aearoely 
allows  of  happiness.  Still,  melancholy  has  its  gradations, 
and  it  is  certain  that,  whether  one  be  sanguine  or  hopeless 
when  in  love,  one  cannot  but  be  cheered  and  warmed  by 
incidental  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  beloved  being. 
So,  as  Helen  was  in  a  particularly  good  iiumour  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  Ascot  week.  Colonel  Julyan,  leaning 
back  from  the  front  seat  of  his  motor  to  talk  to  her, 
enjoyed  himself  almost  as  much  as  he  had  done  in 
Venice  and  quite  as  much  as  he  could  expect  to  do  any- 
where in  this  world.  Had  he  known  all  her  reasons  for 
looking  so  radiant,  he  might  have  felt  a  little  less 
cheerful ;  but  by  the  merciful  decree  of  Providence  we 
all  know  remarkably  little  about  one  another,  and  indeed 
if  Julyan  thought  that  Miss  Monk  was  in  high  spirits 
because  she  was  young,  because  it  was  a  fine  day,  because 
some  timely  showers  had  laid  the  dust  and  because  she 
was  going  to  a  race  meeting  for  the  first  time  in  her  life, 
he  was  not,  after  all,  so  very  far  wrong. 

The  trcnsit  in  Julyan's  powerful,  smoothly-running 
car  was  accomplished  with  all  the  more  despatdi  because 
160 
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E"^' ":;:«=""•  "••^-  ^-^  -" 

lunchmg  with  us.     I  haven't  asked  CoJonel  J.,1,  ,„  ^  .j 

Uvernock     He  w«  „ot  visible  in  the  gulU   „tt>Ti 
^^hich  .unfunded  her,  a^lin  truth  h^TlK:; 

The  fWd-gWs,  as  it  chanced,  were  just  then  eivin,. 
^«st,^a.ough  they  would  assu^lly  WeTn 
bought  to  bear  upon  him  if  he  had  appVoacwT 
an^oftheEnclosure.     TTie  ladybeh^^* 

an  enormous  hat  of  the  same  colour,  was  in3 

nad  probably  cost  less  than  half  the  price  of  h^r 

ZUSn?"h'f^    ^^"^^"'"»«'^  ^^^^ 
«^^«b„gly  handsome,  and  who  was  admitted  as  a 

mter  of  cour«,„to  precincts  which,  if  no  longer  ri^v 
«dus,ve,  continue  to  exclude  quite  a  laige^R 

beperfectly  respectable  and  imagined  that,  as  a  counte«L 
d>e  had  a  nght  to  be  where  mX  Monk  ;a, ,  but  «S 
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it  did  wt  happen  to  be  commonly  suppoted  that  die 
wa»  eitfaer  the  one  or  the  other,  she  had  to  remain  out- 
ride, grinding  her  teeth.  Why  did  she  remain  outside  ? 
Why  were  hor  righto  and  her  rank  still  unrecognised? 
She  might  have  said,  and  had  often  said,  that  it  was 
because  she  cared  as  little  for  the  coronet  which  she  was 
entitled  to  use  as  she  did  for  the  society  of  other 
coronetted  women;  but  the  real  and  somewhat  tragic 
reason  was  that  she  cared  passionately  for  the  husband 
whose  life  she  did  her  best  to  lender  unenduiable,  and 
that  she  could  not,  therefore,  insist  upon  a  course  which, 
according  to  him,  must  bring  about  his  instant  ruin. 
This  did  not  deter  her  from  continually  menacing  him 
with  insbtence  upon  that  course ;  much  less  did  it  deter 
her  from  being  fiercely,  miserably  jealous  of  the  cousin 
from  whom  die  had  so  little  to  fear.  During  one  of 
their  frequent  wrangles,  Lavemock  had  been  i  3  :di 
enough  to  tell  her  that  he  had  never  really  been  in  love 
with  any  woman  in  the  world  but  Helen,  and  she  had 
not  forgotten  that.  Lavemock,  as  she  was  quite  well 
aware,  had  loved  many  women,  herself  included ;  alio  he 
was  habitually  untruthful.  Yet  it  might  be  true,  and 
probably  was  true,  that  he  had  only  been  « m  love" 
with  one.  And  that  one,  by  a  cruel  caprice  of  destiny, 
could  have  brought  him  wealth,  in  addition  to  happiness ! 
Helen  Monk,  to  be  sure,  could  give  him  neither  now ; 
but  then  Helen  Monk  had  not  been  informed  of  that 
circumstance  and  was  not  likely  to  be  yet  awhile.  Thus 
Lady  Lavemock  was  liable  at  any  moment  to  witness 
behaviour  which  drove  the  blood  to  her  head,  and  wbea 
the  blood  rose  to  her  head  she  felt  as  if  she  would  like 
to  kill  Helen,  as  if  she  would  like  to  kill  Lavetnoek,  to 
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exception;  butl.tirtSXoT^iir*' '«**^ 
Ae  l«d  made  •oquamtwce^i^^I'f  ■'^'''»«'i 

«>«*  of  aU  her  w^t^ZJ    ""  "^l  '"«^«*  "  *'«' 

u-ju^  but  it  LT^X^ZT''  "^-^  -^ 

thM  Ae  had  befn  abk  w  .  ^  '^  ""^^  »«P^ 
uncle',  death,  w«  l^  „^'^*  ^^  «-  »in-  he, 
and  receivine  the  m^rJtJj    '^         °°  approached  her 

who  smile  ^P.;'  CiTl^'^lf^-^1^'- 
admirers  had  hitherto  been  «rtXr%  If  Miss  Monk'. 
«.ey  became  wann^nt^t  iStXl  P^^^u^'T. 
destined  to  count  as  hp,T»l       •  ,      •  "^^  *'"'*  "« 

«.  Ae  w«,  beauUfol  whenTe  STI  .^  " ''•""^ 
She  w«,  taking  no  tiouUe    bt^K  ,*^"  ^^ 

fa>m  the  hlting™  'oj^f  T  *"  »»«  *«« 
pleasantlv  «w.~  »  ^^  any;  she  was  tBauelv. 
{MeawnUy  «w«»of  a  success  which  she  had  not  3^7 
the  huge,  brilliant  garden-nartv  fh.f  .  °.  !?"*** ' 
her,  amused  her  evi  o^fT'-  ^^^  "  ^""^^ 

in  being  alive  whTis^fl^vt  *"%'^*^'*  j°^ 
•» aruL  so  l,tfl.7  11     "**"'^  «» inde«!ribaUe and, 

thewCSng?^tr^!ri.*?'"'"  ^^"-^ 

the  course  to  the  fw!™^  fl  ^^*"**  P«H*ssion  up 
flntteringC^Ta^  iT"*^'  *^^  ^"^  "^ 

de^^  fori::::Sw  bi^rV-r^  ha.,  h«l  been 
^^  l«»io«Bat,and.hep«dit,inpetum, 
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the  tribute  of  an  unqualified  approval.  The  (int  iMt^ 
too,  interacted  her  more  than  she  had  expected  it  to  do, 
and  there  was  nothing  to  spoil  the  thrill  of  excitement 
with  which  she  watched  a  dose  finish  ;  for  luckily  she 
did  not  know  that  Lavemock  was  a  heavy  loser  l^  the 
defeat  of  the  favourite. 

Lavemock  had  great  hopes  of  pulling  off  the  Prince 
of  Wales's  Stakes  with  one  of  his  own,  named  Ragged 
Bohin.  So  Helen  was  informed  by  Forrester,  who 
escorted  her  to  the  paddock  to  inspect  the  horse  and 
who  was  surprised  at  the  rapidity  with  which  she 
recognised  the  good  points  of  an  animal  not  very  taking 
to  the  unpractised  eye. 

"You  are  a  judge  of  thoroughbreds,  1  see,  Miss 
Monk,"  he  remarked. 

"  Only  of  their  shape  and  make,"  she  answered.  "  I 
know  nothing  about  the  niceties  of  training ;  but  I 
should  be  afraid,  from  the  look  of  him,  that  this  one 
was  hardly  in  racing  condition." 

"  Ah,  he's  a  bit  deceptive  there,"  Forrester  observed. 
"He  never  flatters  the  trainer  or  pleases  the  public; 
but  he's  L  game  little  beggar.  I  shouldn't  be  at  all 
surprised  to  see  him  win,  though  I  hear  they're  oflering 
six  to  one  about  him.  I  hope  he  does  win,  anyhow,  for 
Lavemock  has  backed  him  for  all  he's  worUi,  I  believe." 
Lavemock,  chancing  at  this  moment  to  traverse  his 
cousin'f  field  of  vision,  could  not  ignore  her  beckoning 
finger. 

"  Oh,  yes,  I  expect  so,"  he  said  hurriedly,  in  reply  to 
the  question   which  was  at  once  addreased  to  him. 
"  With  luck,  he  ought  just  about  to  do  the  trick." 
"But  you  are  always  tiling  me  how  bad  your  luck 
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i»,"  ofaMrred  Helen  anijoudy.  «WiU  it  he  •  <>».« 
«-^«t«^e  if  Bagged  Robin  doemt  win  ?"  '^^ 
^W.ock  kughed.     «WeU,it'Ube„«fiUtomeif 

"But  if  he  doem't?"  Helen  penirted. 
Oh   I  don't  know;  I  don't  want  to  think  about 
^W.  they™  aU  «dd,«,;  hadnt  ,ou  be«S"^* 

He  w««  obviously  amdous  to  make  his  escape     His 

SrL3  ^^  ""f^^  ""*  *^^  -nu^clesof  his 
^W^-l  r^  ^^^*'y  ^^   murmured  somethimr 

'^drf  not  sound  like  a  benediction  and.  waving  h^ 
^  "Pray  for  me ! "  said  he,  as  he  darted  off 
ft    crowed  Helen's    mind  that,  although    he    was 

&1.         ""''.T*"-    An  overdressed  woman 

ITle  tr  »*^  l"--  He  flung  her  off  roughly 
«d  the  next  moment  Helen  recognised  MaLp; 
V^  whose  blade  eyes  instantly  fl^ed  ^Tl 
|w«««e  of  «jch  concentrated  venom  and  defiance  tha* 
It  w„  a.  ,f  d„>  had  received  a  blow  in  the  fa<«  ^e" 
mcdeat  was  trifling  and  contemptible  enougrbut  it 

bve  e«-  to  ponester,  who  was  telling  her  that  Ragged 
I^»  had  advanced  to  short  odds  at  the  eleS 

"  I  wish  now  I  had  put  a  modest  fiver  on  him  myself," 
the  young  man  remarked  r^tfolly ,  «  but  one  has  g,^t 
mto  the  way  of  taking  it  for  g™„ted  that  Lavemocl^ 
horses  are  bound  to  lose."  ™mocK  s 
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H«  might  have  added  that  he  and  otben  h«l  «A 
mto  a  way  of  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  public  fom 
rfl-Temod.',  ho«e.  w„  likely  to  be  n.ide«B«g. 
B-«g«d  Bobn.,  however,  had  always  run  conI3 
and,  though  never  quite  victoriou,,  h«l  on  mow  than 
«»o««,on  deserved  to  be.  On  the  p««a,t  oocad™, 
It  w«  beyond  quertion  that  h,  wa.  meant  to  be,  «rt 

l!f 'S*f "  """  "'^^  ^"  ^  »«''■«»«»  t°  like ;  so  that 
when  Helen,  watching  the  ra«>  with  bated  b«ath,  saw 
h«.  draw  g^duaUy  to  the  fiont  and  p«B  the  lei:ding 
W  about  a  couple  of  fbrlongs  from  home,  Z 
though^.,  everybody  else  did,  that  the  struggle  Z 

°^'  -^  T^"  *°"*  °^  "  «»88«1  RoWTwins !  " 
»d jntbont  doubt  Ragged  Hobin  wcJd  have  won  if 
J^ietiimg  had  nrt  happe«=d_the  horse  changed  hi. 
%  Forrester  said-which  deprived  him  ofttTlead, 

tbe  judge's  box  a  nose  ahead  of  him  ^^ 

lit  f^***^  *".'  ^''^  '°*°  *^^'  «»^  "Serve,  me 
nght,  I  »uppo«.,  for  flying  in  the  fece  of  the  Fates,  who 
■eanmak,„g  an  end  of  poor  Lavemock,  if  th^have 
to^up«^  all  the  certainties  that  ever  were  to  do  rt!" 

S^  you  right  for  betting  at  aU  t "  .^turned  Us 
»^b«ir.  I  should  have  thought  you  would  have 
■•a  moK  sense  at  your  age." 

d«r  Mis.  Bhgh_rf  you  h«i  as  much  sense  as  I  h«7 

Be  i«y  sure  that  he  doesn'i  torg^  it,  even  if  he  ^ 
thank  Heaven  and  his  own  abstemious  habit,  that  he'. 
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Cj;.'^  ^  '*«»««»  Ii«b  today  „  he  w«  rt 

«  Dont  low  yonr  temper,"  said  Mis.  Bliffh. 

You  wont  make  me  do  that.    But  I've  lort  m, 

-^,  a«,  what',  wo«e  i,  that  Lo„,  La.eLS  Z 

"  Fortunately  for  him ! " 

"  WdU,  yes,  you  would  play  the  devil  with  him  if  he 
were  under  your  care  I  takp  it     v~  v.        """™  "  ™ 

.^  ,, , '.   ^ ^' ^  ""^  "■     lOuYe  an  unscrupulous 

and  bloodthirsty  woman,  Susan.    But,  as  I  havrt^ 

Margery  Vernon  has  got  him  tied  up  tight " 
"And,  as  I  have  told  you  all  along,  ties  of  that  sort 

Hook  for  salvation  much  more  confidently  to  Colorel 
Julyan  than  to  Miss  Vernon." 

.nfli'S"*^^'^  do;  and  a  more  fantastic  notion  never 
-tared  your  fantastic  head.  I  suppose  it  isn't  Z- 
^er  impossible,  though  it  certairiy  doesnt  strike  me 
as  probable,  that  Miss  Monk  might  accept  Col„^ 

^onel  who  m>ght  have  married  almost  anybody  yea,, 
^,  «d  who  has  aU  the  money  he  wantJlTl  ffi 
m  see  him  asking  her ! " 

« Ah   my  poor  Major  Spurling,  there  are  so  many 
IWs  that  you  can't  see!     Your  own   kn^,  for  in! 

Sook  atThl7  "^"^  '  ''  ""*  ^"^  ^'  ^°-  ^* 
"There  you  go,  Susan  !-ove«foing  it,  «i  «ual,  and 
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consequently  fcfling,  ..  uwal,  to  get  a  rii.  out  of  m^ 
For  a  man  of  my  height  forty.«ght  inches  round  the 
waurt  isn't  out  of  the  way.    It's  nonsense  to  caU  me 

«  Come  to  that,"  Miss  Bligh  retorted,  « it's  nonsense 
to  call  mc  fantastic." 

They  strolled  up  the  course,  wrangling  half  jocularly, 
half  in  earnest,  as  was  their  custom  whenever  they  met 
•n>ey  had  concluded  an  alliance,  based  parUy  upon 
quasi-sentimental  memories,  parUy  upon  a  similarityof 
Mtuation  which  Icept  both  of  them  a  little  apart  from 
the  cotene  to  which  they  had  become  affiliated  by 
^mstances  and  which  tended  to  throw  them  together. 
rbej  had  further  in  common  a  very  sincere  and  dis- 
int^fflted  wish  to  protect  certain  people  who  seemed  ill 
quahfied  to  protect  themselves. 

Helen,  who  was  seldom  troubled  with  misgiving*  as  to 
her  own  ability  to  protect  herself,  knew  only  too  weU 
how  differently  her  hapless  cousin  was  constituted 
t.he  made  anxious  inquiry  as  to  what  the  loss  of  this 
ra^  was  likely  to  imply  for  him,  but  could  get  little 
definite  information  out  of  Forrester,  who  indeed  was 
not  m  a  position  to  furnish  her  with  any. 

"All  I  know,"  the  young  man  said,  "is  that  Laver- 
nock  told  us  last  night  he  would  be  stony  broke  if 
Oagged  Robin  didn't  win,  but  I've  heard  him  say  that 
sort  of  thing  heaps  of  times  before,  and  somehow  or 
other  he  always  seems  to  pull  through.  After  aU  I 
suppose  he  can't  be  so  awfully  hard  up,  can  he  f  "        ' 

Helen  sl.ook  her  head.      « I  am  afraid  he  can.      He 
ha^  literaUy  nothing  except  what  the  estates  bring  in 
and  I  daresay  very  little  of  that  actuaUy  reaches  his 
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hMdfc  I»n»pectth«thei,onlystaTfaigoffhiscwH. 
^^  meuu  of  oocional  win.  on  the  turf  or  at 

Tbii  WM  »  notoriously  the  cue  that  Forrester  could 
^^^^«Jo«der.    After  a  pause,  he  «dd,  with  «.„e 

"i^uf'  K  **  *°"*  """*»  *"  *^  "onrt.  Lavemodt 

wS^yr^  ^'-^  "^  -^  »**'- »"-  -•» 

"  Ye*,"  she  answered  laconically. 

"  Ah,  but  not  in  the  way  that  you  mean !"  the  youne 
man  made  harte  to  add.  "Hat  would  be  to<Ltof 
monstrous ! " 

Helen  smiled.     «  80  you  say,  but " 

"  You  know  why  I  say  so." 

"Yes,  uui  it  isn't  a  very  convincing  reason,  is  it?" 
_^  ^  ^I  wonder  what  Lavemock  himself  would  say  about 

«  He  told  me  the  other  day  that  he  was  not  going  to 
ask  me  agaw  to  marry  him."  B     "K  «» 

"By  Jove!— did  he?" 

J7^t^  ^^  ^  "^^  ^""^  **^*  °°  Belf-mspecting 
m«.  could  accept  money  from    a  woman  unC  he 

n-medher,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  that  isn't  true. 
Wouldn't  you  feel  the  same  yourself?  " 
^P^rrester's   eyes  dropped  and   he   coloured   a  little 
SZf  w"  *-;   ,T^t  «-b  would  be  his  feeling  wl 
lei^,  «  WeU,  but-rm  not  Lavemock." 

whi^  she  proceeded  to  draw  was  vehemently  disputed. 
"Notabitof  it!"cried  Forrester;  «  noting  of  the 


»7o  THE  PERJURER 

•art  Mo«r<:  Whrt  maw  cm  t  man  my  than  th<» ht 
totgdiigto«»kyoutoiiianyhim?  Wbat  moMeu 
you  do  th«n  ofler  to  give  him  money  which  you  tiiink 
heoughttoh«Te?  No ;  I  cant  irfmit  that  jou  •«  in 
•ny  way  bound  by  what  j  ja  fimcy  that  your  and*  would 
have  liked  you  to  da  Who  in  to  wy  what  he  would 
havellked?  Beddche'.^^  ^andoutofit  rmallve, 
•nd  I  won't  call  myself  u-    J  it  before  I'm  oWlged," 

He  went  on  to  plea  hi«  case  with  a  good  ded  of 
ample  fervour,  and  with  an  ultimate  tesuH  in  exoesi  of 
his  anticipations ,  lor  he  did  at  luit  obtain  horn  Helen 
an  acknowledgment— very  quieUy  and  cahnly  made,  but 
none  the  less  signiBcant  on  that  account— that  she 
wished  it  were  possible  for  her  to  regard  herself  as  tree. 
Such  an  admission  was  surely  tantamount  to  an  avowal  • 
Forrester,  who  so  interpreted  it,  would  have  been  even 
more  elated  had  he  known  that  Helen  had  gone  to  the 
extreme  limit  aUowed  her  by  her  promise  to  Lavemodt. 
As  It  was,  he  was  content  to  bide  Liis  time,  and  he  did 
not  mind  being  begged  to  drop  the  subject 

They  had  returned  to  the  paddock,  at  Helen  had 
expressed  a  wiA  to  see  her  cousin  again ;  but,  failing  to 
discover  him  there,  they  had  wandered  across  the  course, 
and  It  was  amidst  ourroundings  somewhat  out  of  harmony 
with  tender  avowals  that  the  foregoing  colloquy  had 
t«iken  place.  Helen  had  one  questimi  to  put  before 
quitting  the  vidnity  of  the  caravans,  forhme-telling 
gipsies  and  Pierrots  whidi  had  at  least  secured  them 
immunity  from  critical  observation. 

"Did  you  have  any  card-playing  at  Colonel  Ji*an's 
last  night  ?"Ae  asked. 
"Weren't  allowed  the  chMW,"  fVmwter  answered, 
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He  w«tod  to  pby  <«r« ,  he  hM  tdten  it  into  hi.  he«} 
of  kte  that  heojn.  though  in  point  of  t.^  he  can't  At 
leut,  M>  they  tell  me."  «"u  a» 

"I«  Colonel  Julyan  good  at  Aart^?" 

"One  of  the  very  bert.  Fm  a  little  bit  inclined  to 
fcnqr  my»elf  at  that  game ;  but  the  Colonel  could  beat 
me  five  tames  out  of  «x.  It',  a  fanny  thing  hi.  having 
dropped  play  aU  of  a  wa;:.n,  Mt  it?  I  «,ppo.e  it 
»undi  rather  aboard,  but,  between  our^dves,  I  IZLi 
-ooder  a  b,t  if  h..  idea  w*.  to  give  I^vemock  a  ]«ui" 

tiie  doubt  which  had  prompted  her  inquiry.     « I  dont 

^L^^!^^'.""  ""^  ''*^-  ^  ^'  life  Lavemock 
h^  been  followmg  «,mebody'.  le«l-ge„enJly,  of  conr>«. 

M™'*„5"r'u'''-  ^y'«"^'*t*''-e'7goodofcZd 
Myan,  «h1  I  hope  you,  for  one,  wiU  follow  »it  by 
refaang  to  play  4carti  with  my  cousin." 

«  You  may  be  quite  (wre,"  answered  the  young  man 
emphabcaUy,  "that  I  A.U  never  «i  long  J  I Te  do 
anythmg  you  would  rather  I  didn't  do  " 

It  w«  a  fiur^  bold  a.«rton ;  yet  Ae  wa.  di.po«d 
tobehevejt  She  was  di.po»d  to  believe  in  the  Iruih 
of  c^TOung  that  Eustace  F»rerter  said,  di^x^^d  to 
beheve  firmly  m  hi.  love  and  fidelity,  more  thThrif 
disp»ed  to  beheve  that  she  loved  him  and  that  a  time 
mi^come  when  she  would  be  free  to  tell  him  «,. 
h^Tv!  ff^  «^te«J  tt«  Enclosure,  Ae  said  to 
bewelf  Uwt,  despite  some  untoward  incidents,  the  day 
had,  so  fitt,  been  a  good  one. 


CHAPTER  XIV 
■r  Tarn  bivcs 

jr'-dyElu.beth  Barton  had  been  wiUing  to  render 

h^nc™«dher  displeasure  by.  a.  d.e  said. «  advertisi^" 
^f  with  her  mece.  she  must  have  acknowledged 
^t  Colonel  Julyan  did  not  oflend  in  that  way  at  IS 
Jtat,  Me  everybody  el^  she  was  apt  to  dismiJZ^ 
Her  mind  annoyances  which  were  not  thrust  upon  her 

^ment  beyond  «df-approbation.  And  even  of  that 
he  obt«„«l  no  very  fall  mea««.    It  was  such  a  dS 

«k  him«lf  now  and  then  whether  he  was  not  rimply  a 
ff  '  "^  °''  philosopher.  He  would  mostcertd^^ 
have  "mded  at  the  folly  of  any  other  man  who.^1 

S"toSt'*^\"":r^  '-  «""  backXr^d 

Irfl  It  to  her  to  call  bin.  If  .ae  should  want  Wm.  That, 
of  course,  is  not  the  way  to  conquer  a  sex  wUch  h^ 
n      °'t*"^  o^nheritance  ofprimi^eSJti.^ 

Tot  Tan  ',^  "".r ^'  "^  '^^'^  *-W^ka" 
-nT  *  "'/"y'^y  did.   the    value    of  audacity  in 

encounte«,fromwhichhehadsoofteneme,«ed.^lL 
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l«tby.od»faghe  .Sd  lJ^Ttt"Z•^u^'*• 
k»ow  that  he  loved  b^nJ^Z\.  ^''l!!'  ^  *» 
the  le^t  wiA  to  fo«e  hi'^f'h^  "^  •""  '" 
By  meuif  of  .uch  reflertiow  he  esnved  wiA  -«  i 
«««»,  to  convince  him^lf  that  L^^  '  T*.,'*'*^ 
D^        .-  r^       "**'*  ndiculoiM  may  be  mn««L«) 

"i»  Dkwd  L  n  1     .   "''*<'  ■■*■  who 
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f<w  a  smart  soldier  and  a  good  sportsman.  So,  upon  the 
whole,   the  day  was  made  as  enjoyable  for  him  as 
arcumstanoes  would  allow.  NatuiaUy,  his  eyes  followed 
Helen  from  a&r  the  whole  time,  and  he  was  unaiTectedly 
glad  to  notice  that  she,  too,  was  enjoying  herself.     He 
noticed  hkewise  that  Forrester  was  always  at  her  elbow, 
but  saw  nothing  in  that  to  excite  more  than  a  touch  of 
•mused  compassion  for  the  young  feUow.    Helen  Monk 
when  she  married— a  thing  she  would  be  in  no  haste  to 
do-would  assuredly  not  choose  a  juvenile  soldier  officer 
fiwhw  husband.     Forrester,  Julyan  thought,  was  a  nice 
boy,  but  only  a  boy,  after  all     If  he  himself  was  too 
old  for  Helen,  Fobester  was  undoubtedly  too  young 
She  might  find  him  a  pleasant  companion  at  a  race 
meeting  or  a  theatre,  but  her  character  was  onaplane 
so  much  wider  and  higher  than  his  that  she  could  never 
dream  of  selecting  him  as  a  companion  for  life.     Such 
errors  of  judgment  and  perception  are  not  uncommon 
amongst  those  who  have  left  youth  behind  them.  Julyan 
did  not  sufficiently  take  into  account  that  Helen  herself 
was  young  and  that  the  caU  of  Nature  is  far  more 
insurtmt  than  that  of  reason;  nor  did  he  realise  that 
the  very  feet  of  Forrester's  maUeable  simriicity  was 
hkely  to  endear  him  to  one  whose  instincts  were  rather 
to  rule  than  to  obey. 

Fomster,  for  his  part,  would  have  been  mudi  amused 
at  the  Idea  of  scenting  a  possible  rival  in  the  person  of 
hw  formw  Colonel,  to  whose  care  he  resigned  Miss  Monk 
on  the  conclusion  of  the  racing,  only  sighing  because  he 
was  unable  to  accompany  her  to  the  riverside  dinner 
whither  she  was  bound.  Am  ill  luck  would  have  it,  he 
iMd  «i|pig«d  himself  to  Lavemock,  who  had  asked  a 
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few  p«jpk  to  dine  at  SkindleV  It  did  not  e-em  n«««ry 
to  •"l^twn  that  Margeor  Vernon  wastobeone^S 
Z^  l-,know  (although  he  may  have  «^JTy 

^^^T"'\"'r.  °°*  *°  »*  entertaiX  the 
Guard.  Club,  as  had  been  originaUy  iwonosed     Thl 

Ven«m8  being  re«»ived  there,  which  I^vemockT 
fro^re«.ting.had  hastened  to  construe  i^Tprt 
hA.t,on,  h.s  one  wish  at  this  time  being  tokeep  his  *ife 
»dWousin  apart.  As  might  have  been  anticipated. 
Ma^mstently  guessed  that  the  Guards'  Club  S 
objected  to  her  and  swore  that  she  would  dine  there  or 
tl  Tt^r'^''  "^"^  "  •-»  quarter  of  an  hour! 
Z:^  ,  i"^^*"/  suggestion,  he  had  invited  sundry 
thc^tacal  star,  to  whose  company  exception  might  fairh^ 

rlifT!:^''  •*"*  -Ppri^d  of  this,h«d acquiesced 
m  the  changed  venue.    For  although  she  lik^  a  gay 

^,she  no  longer  lik«l  being  »mp™mised  by  W 

^te.  in  tl^  present  of  her  husband's  ttends.  ^ 

Perhaps  Helen  felt  that  she  owed  Colonel  Julyaa 

■^r7«l  ««»e  "ward  for  his  unobtrusivenL.  orit 
2;^be  that  the  sheer  exhilaration  of  the  swift^' to 
M«denhaad  ,n  the  cool  of  the  evening  was  accoiZbfe 
for  an^am^ai^  and  evid^t  desire  t^pleaseT^whS 

«««pts  the  gifts  of  the  gods  without  inquiring  too 
which  he  had  very  adH.iUy  contrived  to  concedZn^ 
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neighboun  all  his  life  long,  though  personally  wdl 
aware  of  it,  and  that  Miss  Monk  could  with  the  utmost 
ease  moke  him  cheerful  or  depressed  was  the  inevitable 
result  of  her  representing  what  she  did  for  him.  When 
her  attention  wandered,  or  when  she  answered  him  in 
monosyllables,  he  was  cast  down;  when,  ab  now,  she 
smiled  at  him  and  seemed  to  be  is  jsted  in  what  he 
was  saying,  he  was  exalted  and  hap  y,  notwithstanding; 
all  his  good  sense.  That,  of  course,  is  a  very  old  stoiy. 
Given  a  certain  condition,  the  same  phenomena  will 
recur  while  the  world  lasts ;  the  only  advantage  enjoved 
by  the  elderly  and  r/ise  man,  in  the  supposed  case,  is 
that  he  makes  the  most  of  the  present,  inst^ul  of  spoiling 
it  by  anxious  speculations  about  the  future.  So  Julyan 
had  a  pleasant  run  through  that  well-wooded  region 
of  Berkshire  which  adjoins  the  valley  of  the  Thames, 
and  he  was  almost  indined  to  agree  with  Miss  Bligh, 
who,  when  they  had  arrived  at  their  destination, 
remarked : 

"  Well,  the  only  complaint  I  have  to  make  of  that  is 
that  it  didn't  last  long  enough." 

«  We  have  none  of  us  got  quite  accustomed  to  tha 
motor  revolution  yet,"  Julyan  said, "  and  the  consequence 
is  that,  after  being  habitually  half  an  hour  late  for 
everything,  we  now  find  oiuwlves  turning  up  just  about 
an  hour  before  our  time.  There's  the  river  until  dinner, 
though,  if  you  and  Miss  Monk  think  you  would  care  for 
that." 

With  more  prescience  than  he  claimed,  he  had 
thought  of  that,  and  as  they  entered  the  garden  of  the 
dub,  there  was  Surgeon-Major  Spurling,  already  arrayed 
in  boating  flannels  and  awaiting  them. 
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uS"  LE tTT"'*  °'  "y  '"'°8  »--*  •"  time  to 
»Ke  a  couple  of  ladies  out  on  the  river  it  isn't  .  „  ■ 

-  ««t  he  expect,  me  to  have  rJX  Z.  '^; 
the  Colonel  wa„t«  to  be  left  alone  Jth  Mis,  MoTl 
ito  wi^f"""'  -T  likely  he  haasometErto 

rhe"r.r^:it;rirr'— -e 

"Ttamly  id  not  intend  to  make  love  to  the  comp^ion 
who  »on  afterwards  assented  to  his  suggesti^rZt 

Uiat  purpose,  unless  you  make  for  a  backwatw-    .+„„ 

Son  hLt  "  *"'  "^^^  ^'■»^'^'   'ith  his 

u^na",    „f'^r'"P'^'*f  *°  Helen,  who,  reclining 
upon  a  p,k.  of  cushions,  was  dreamily  contemplating  the 

akm  thereto,  that  they  conversed.    Nor  m  they  speak 
of  Wock,  whom  they  may  both  have  wishedToTI^ 
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out  of  mind  for  once.  The  sunset,  the  river,  the  Atift 
sport — such  topics  of  conversation  sufficed  one  of  them 
•a  substitutes  for  the  silence  which  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred ;  but  the  other,  not  being  as  satisfied  with  mere 
gazing  as  he,  and  not  having  anything  quite  so  satisfy- 
ing to  gaze  at,  discarded  commonplaces  as  Kxm  as  they 
began  to  weary  her. 

"  What,"  she  abruptly  and  irrelevantly  asked,  "  are 
you  going  to  do  with  yourself  for  the  rest  of  your 
days?" 

"I  wish  I  could  tell  you  that  I  didnH:  know,"  he 
replied,  smiling.  "  ynfortunately,  the  horoscope  of  a 
half-pay  officer  is  easy  to  cast." 

"  Oh,  but  of  course  you  are  not  that  sort  of  person. 
Your  future  couldn't  possibly  mean  a  quarter  of  a 
century  of  Cheltenham  or  Leamington,  ending  in 
apoplexy." 

"  Bead  London  for  the  provincial  wate  .ing-place,  and 
that's  just  what  it  almost  certainly  does  mean.  These 
little  tragedies  canH  be  helped.  Nobody  wants  to  be 
put  on  the  shelf;  but  everybody's  juniors  want  pro- 
motion." 

"I  can't  see  why  anybody  should  consent  to  be 
shelved  in  the  {urime  of  life.  At  all  events,  I  can't  see 
why  you  should.    Why  not  go  into  Parliament  ?  " 

"  Fm  afiraid  I  can't  get  up  any  enthusiasm  for  party 
politics.  It  would  be  something  to  do,  of  coarse ;  but 
so  is  gardening.  Occupation  for  occupation,  I'd  rather 
plant  cabbages." 

"Only  garciening  isn't  enough  to  fill  up  all  the 
time." 

"  I  agree  that  it  isn't.    Especially  when  one's  garden 
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i.  liable  to  spend  a  good  deal  of  it.  Ume  under  water 
N^  my  d^  Mm  Monk,  the  «d  feet  is  that  I  hav«,'i 

"GamUingf  "she  suggested,  as  he  paused. 
You  foqset  that  you  have  robbed  me^r  rather  I 
should  say  cured  me-of  that  resource." 

Helen  straightened  herwdf  up  and  looked  vexed  for  a 
moment    But  presently  she  resumed : 

"Well,  if  I  have,  I  don't  repent.  I  suppose  what 
you  enjoy  m  gambUng  is  the  excitement,  andthe  more 
you  are  bored  for  the  want  of  it  the  more  Ukely  you  ai« 

l:!f11^*  "'•'  '"•'*  '^"^  ^^  ^-^ "  tTZ 

object  besides  excitement  and  amusement  You  may 
«U  that  copybook  morality;  but.  after  all.  the  heading 
Of  the  copybooks  wouldn't  be  where  they  Treif 
«^nence  hadn't   proved    that    they  were  "perfectly 

«  Qmte  so,  and  what  lends  a  touch  of  pathos  to  my 

»««nised  the  beauty  and  wisdom  of  morality.  One 
ought,  of  oom^e.  to  be  one  thing  or  the  others 
wluous  or  a  reprobate.  But  »el  mezMo  del  camnrin  di 
n^a  nUa  it's  too  late  to  change;  one  is  what  one 

"I  don't  caU  that  a  veiy  apt  quotation.    Dante 
wasn't  of  your  opinion," 

ttat  Dante    l«d   a    Beatrix,    but  he    ,«isted    the 
testation  and  only  s«d,  "Perhaps  it  doesn't  matter 

« It  matten  immeOMly,"  Helen  declared.    «  ft^hap. 
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it  wouldn't  if  you  had  no  brains  and  no  heart ;  but  y«n 
know  a«  Well  as  I  do  that  you  are  not  the  poor  creature 
yoii  fry  to  make  jwurself  out." 
" As  well  a« you  do?" 

There  was  a  very  slight  increase  of  colour  in  Helen's 
fiwe;  but  she  neither  dropped  her  eyes  nor  withdrew 
her  words.  «  Yes,"  she  answered  unflinchingly.  "  It's 
true  that  I  haven't  known  you  very  long ;  still  I  do  feel 
that  I  know  you  pretty  well,  and  I  hate  to  hear  you 
talk  as  if  your  life  was  over." 

She  read  him  a  homily,  to  which  he  listened  with 
some  diversion  and  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
pleasure,  since  it  showed  at  least  that  she  was  not 
indiflerent  as  to  what  became  of  him.  Her  obser>ation» 
had  no  great  profundity  or  novelty;  her  purview  was 
that  of  a  benevolent  young  woman  who  had  always  had 
her  own  way,  who  liked  to  arrange  other  people's  lives 
for  them,  who  saw  bold  outlines  clearly  enough,  had 
scant  patience  with  subtleties  and  was  quite  sure  that 
there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  in  everything.  If  she  had 
been  a  copybook  she  would  have  been  merely  tedious ; 
but  there  is  an  appreciable  difference  between  copybooks 
and  beautiful  young  women.  She  had,  at  any  rate,  the 
nght  to  believe  that  her  hearer  found  her  persuasive, 
and  before  they  landed  at  the  club  garden,  she  had 
made  him  promise  that  he  would  try  to  do  something 
better  with  the  rest  of  his  time  on  earth  than  to 
kill  it. 

Now  this,  so  far  as  it  went,  was  all  very  weU,  and  the 
sense  of  having  become  an  object  of  Helen's  soUdtude 
could  not  but  be  gratifying  to  one  who  had  until  then 
been  more  than  doubtful  of  haviijg  secured  even  her 
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rapidly  with  w£   f^'„^^  X  mT"*'  ^"^  " 
to  a  man  i«  to  e.t«HfA      V ""  "''*  "  concemion 

«»Jy  too  certain  that  rf,e  wUl  be  bT  Ci^  Id 
37  a    any  demur  to  further  demand.  XTJ  " 
Aat  Julyan  went  near  to  losing  aU  the  groun'he  Z 
gained  by  showing  some  disposition  to  LJT^ 

Zt  t^d  S'dS:'^  t^^f  «-- '^.  «>«  ««-ction 
^th  i.  lamplittbt  an'd  iSluroulSl-J^' 
convened  more  gaily  and  familiarly  than  was  hi  won^ 

"^nd  Z  t  T  "'■"  "^-fortablet  ^^n^ 
orbyi°-°'''°'''«^**°y°--«^'   «y^ 

" Oh, my  cottage?"  said  Julyan.     «WeIltK«t    n. 
•B.t  it  i.  bright  mooallghto,,,-  H*„  intmuMrf 
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•un;  moreover,  the  visit  would  have  to  be  •  mther 
hurried  one  If  the  hdjet  were  to  wtoh  their  trwn  to 
hoadon. 

But  Helen,  after  looking  at  her  watch,  declared  that 
there  would  be  plenty  of  time,  Alw  she  could  not  mt, 
without  consulting  her  en,-,gement-book,  when  the 
would  have  a  free  afternoon.  Finally,  a«  Julyan'i 
reluctance  continued  to  be  perceptible,  "Why  do  you 
want  to  get  rid  of  ui  r  "  she  asked. 

Spurting,  who,  while  in  the  act  of  lighting  a  cigarette, 
laid  his  finger  for  an  instant  upon  his  lips  and  gave 
Miss  Bligh  a  gentle  warning  kick  under  the  table,  could 
have  told  her.    Spurhng  knew  that  Margery  Vernon 
was  quite  as  likely  as  not  to  insist  upon  accompanying 
her  entertainer  after  dinner  to  the  house  which  was 
giving  him   temporary  shelter  and    that   she  would 
Msuredly  do  so,  should  she  have  reason  to  believe  that 
Miss  Monk  might  be  found  therein.    But  since  such 
mformation  cannot  be  imparted  through  the  medium  ot 
•  kick,  the  puttied  Miss  Bligh  gave  no  assistance,  while 
Julyan,  recognising  the  futility  of  oppoeiti«m,  made  the 
Mly  reply  that  could  be  made  to  Helen's  displeased 
query.    The  risk,  after  aU,  was  not  so  very  great 
Lavemock's  party,  it    might  be  taken  for   granted, 
would  be  a  late  one,  and,  in  the  absence  of  some  im- 
probable provocation,  Margery's  restless  jealousy  would 
hardly  drive  her  the  length  of  invading  territory  which 
she  had  never  been  invited  to  visit. 

Neverilieless,  he  had  as  good  as  promised  Lavemock 
that  he  would  not  do  what  he  was  going  to  do,  and, 
riwK  he  was  a  man  of  his  word,  the  memory  of  that 
hftlf-given  pledge  tendered  him  uneasy,  just  spoiling  ibr 
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Wm-wid,  anh.ppily,  for  hi.  »t-rt  aLK>-the  <in»h  of  an 
otherwi*  ,ucceMful  little  ventt  e.     Helen,  infected  by 
hi.  disquietude  and  ««retly  »..noyed  with  henelf  fw 
h«Tlng  earned  •  point  which  it  would  have  been  more 
Uetfia  and  more  dignified  to  waive,  was  polite  and 
appwciative  while  she  was  being  shown  round  Colonel 
Jnlyaa'.  domain;  In.t  her  voice  and  manner  had  lost 
their  recent  friendlineai.    To  be  politely  appreciative 
WM  not  difllrdt ;  for  the  'Mttage  turned  out  to  bte  a 
loag,  low,  roomy  habiUtion.  Itaiished  in  perfect  taste 
•nd  beautified  by  carefully  chosen  works  of  art  which 
■^  old  have  repaid  a  much  more  leisurely  examination 
thM  Mm  Monk  was  able  to  bestow  upon  them  i   while 
the  fragrant  garden,  bathed  in  dew  and  moonlight,  had 
evidently  been  designed  by  a  skilled  horticulturist.     But 
perhaps  compliments  were  not  what  Colonel   Julyan 
dedred.    At  any  rate,  he  did  not  appear  to  be  much 
elated  by  them. 

"Oh,  yea,  it's  pretty  enough,"  he  said  ;  «  only  one  is 
apt  to  loM  interest  in  one's  surroundings  when  the 
prooeM  of  making  them  pretty  has  come  to  an  end. ' 

«  Well,  then  it  is  other  people's  t^im,"  Helen  remarked, 
"and  your  house  looks  as  if  it  would  hold  a  good  many 
other  people.  Have  you  a  large  party  with  you  for 
Ascot?" 

He  repressed  the  smile  which  rose  to  his  lips  at  a 
question  which  proved  th.  v  even  Miss  Mn.nk  was  rot 
whoUy  exempt  from  fr-  ;ne  curiosity.  "Only  your 
cousin  and  Forrester  anc  ^purling,"  he  answered.  «  And 
whether  they  wiU  have  the  fortitude  to  spend  four  con- 
secutive evenings  in  a  house  where  there  are  no  cards  I'm 
sure  I  don't  know." 
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She  glanced  quickly  .t  him,  and  •  .udden  w.y.  rf 
contntion  overtoolt   her     « U  s.  _1j^#  " 

could  not  help  excLing.      "  "  «^  «"  y»  ' "  -« 

Julyaj,  wondered  whether  it  might  not  Xr  Z^T^' 
be^  better  to  confe..  the  trutt,  but  d^^lLfT 
had  done  more  wisely  tn  hoU  k-  *  "ec'oea  that  he 
ever  tell  how  wZ!?I^n  !  l  *"«    °»«»^     Nobody  can 

n-ightquSc^Srhave^ete"'  "*'"  ^'»"' 

Some  twenty  minutes  later  he  was  «.,«.  tt.  *  i.    v   , 
acted  wiVrir .  a>,     ii.-     .  '""*  ■*"*  be  had 

Bciea  wisely  ;  for  within  that  space  of  ti*m«  *», 

^Se«*^^  •^"'  T"^""^  ""«  °^- 

doubt.     Well  th^Ci    *^'  ""'"'^"*  °'  "I""'  no 
pnused  I "       '     ^^  *^'  *^"'  ~^«rt  blank.  Heaven  be 


I 

V 
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room  if  he  had  had  CuL  L  k"^"  "  ^^'^^ 
opened  by  ftench^ndZ  T/  '"**,  *"  '^P^'n^t, 
Seated  b^ide  one  ofthZjuL' ^"*  J  ^"^'''^ '^-"• 
«nd  Laveniock  «n„LT^'    ^""  ""^'^  "«    fai«rv 

«he  meant  to  find'^T^o"  ht^f  i^*^  ''"u  "•"'*  "»* 
deceived  or  not,  anTtl^^  S  ""*  *"=  '"^  »««• 
her.     Nobody    wT  1^1,^  °"  ^^  *°"Jd  "top 

i^ver„ock.hf.h:^d,p,*:s^rr"\'°  '^«^' 

dinner-jacket,  a  cigar  in  hKouth  I  '^'*'  "^  ^" 
«>«  back  of  hi.  h^  ;^  ■""""'  """^  »  »*«''  h«t  on 
D«wing  nearer  and  bU^mi^  .C  oT^lf «  ••"• 
«moved  the  cigar  to  say :      ^  °'  ^'  ^'^  »"« 

"Sorry,  Colonel,  but  I  can't  heln  it     Tk 
oouple  of  boat-load,  of  lunatic.  W,    '         ^  *"  * 
'teps,  and,  as  you  see   „„T  ,*"«  ""   *°  ^our 

them  but  to  lan7w,^'r     r'dZ"'*  f  "^  °-  »' 
W.    Inf-ct,.hecan't,^'irt*y*^«  "<>»'*  "t-y 

-^d.rintim.to:;S';Sit^tr^"'-''- 

^'y-e  n^.c^thethred.old«.d  ,..pt 


!    ■ 
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the  room  with  gleaming,  distrustful  eyes.  Champagne 
or  her  ungovernable  temper  or  both  had  given  her  the 
i^pearance  of  an  infuriated  Maenad. 

"  I  want  to  know,"  she  called  out,  planting  herself  in 
fixjnt  of  Julyan,  who  had  risen  and  was  bowing  urbanely, 
"  whether  Miss  Monk  is  in  this  house  or  not  I  know 
for  a  fact  that  she  was  dining  with  you." 

«  That,"  answered  Julyan,  smiling,  « is  a  fact  which 
you  and  all  the  world  are  very  welcome  to  know,  Miss 
Vernon.  It  may  also  interest  you  U)  hear  that  Miss 
Mcndc  and  Miss  Bligh  returned  to  Linuian  after  dinner. 
But  if  you  don't  believe  me-^you  look  as  if  you  didn't— 
perhaps  you  would  like  to  search  the  premises.  Shall 
I  ring  and  tell  tiie  houaemaid  to  take  you  round? 
Why  you  should  suppose  that  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  nocturnal  visits  from  ladies,  or  why'you  should 
mind  if  I  were,  I  can't  imagine ;  but  I  needn't  say  how 
charmed  I  am  to  receive  one  from  you." 

Margery  looked  a  little  foolish.    She  detested  Julyan, 

whom  she  alwajrs  suspected — and  not  without  reason 

Vt  laug^iing  at  her  j  but  of  course  she  had  enou^ 
sense  to  know  that  Miss  Monk  was  not  hidden  in  a 
oopboord. 

"  Fm  satisfied,  thank  you,"  she  answered  curtly  and 
sullenly.  Then,  wheeling  round  upon  Lavemodk,  "  It 
•eems  that  yotf  spoke  th«  truth,  for  onee.  It's  your 
own  fault  if  I  cant  beliuve  a  word  you  say.    The  lies 

that  you've  told  me  I  "^ 

"Oh,  shut  upl— «hut  up!"  exclaimed  Lavemoek 
wearily.  «  You've  made  a  fool  of  youraelf,  and  you  say 
you're  satisfied,  So  am  I,  and  so,  Fm  sure,  will  Colonel 
Julyan  be,  if  you'll  now  Uke  youndf  dF." 
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*U   tto  when  I    nhn^^"  _j j    ,,  VJ 


"1  thall   go  when  I   ohooM"  ivfiin..j    m 

Ui«n»elTe»  If  they  were  half  drunk,  M  you  are"       *^   ' 

be  admitted  that  he  had  had  !!„      ^^^ .  '*  ""^ 
doubUe- he  would  havrj^edTo^^-r^'  L' 

cr-^rLVjr.trw^j^ft 

guess  that  Laverock  had  been  actuated  by  a  dr.in  tb^ 
niangensh  w«h  to  prerent  him  fiom  di  Jng  i^Hela^ 

^„S^  *^'  brink  of  fdling  out  withhi.qu.n^ 

mto  a  fray  the  undi^^l  cau«  of  which  bj^ 
him  to  a  high  pitch  of  indignation.  ^^ 

hi™^f1  ^T"'"  "^"^  he,  as  «K,n  as  he  could  make 
lumself  heard,  "your  friends  want  me  to  teU  you  that 
th^  would  a  little  rather  not  have  to  order  11^ 
train  from  Windsor."  *^" 

or^T^K^^^r*  *^^  ^^  "'K''*  »'"*?  «t  Windsor, 
»^wn  themselves™,  the  way  down,  fo^  anything  sh^ 

«««l    There««m«lfb.no«asod,b^da^e,»l 
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't^££l^"^:'J^  ^"  ""«^°«  where  Ae  ^ ; 
yet  Julyan,  who  noticed  «  slow  softening  of  her  «- 

"As  Miss  Vernon's  friends  ate  in  «wh  .1. 
carried  dow^to  them  "  '  "'^*""P  '^  '*  *«* 

-fz^i:;'hroZ/tJ'cr-'''«  *''"''^- 

-Iting  mood  -nnonnilLTTriSr' 
Pe^We  exit  if  we  absent  ourselves."     ^  ^  *°  ' 

Margery's  tempestuor^utS^.  "dtk  ^""-^ 
Jways  wiUing  to  make  friends  ^th  wT^^r^ 
Ataon  that  she  went  awav  •  thon^  ^       '^      •    ~°" 

remoiw  h-j  i ,      '^ '  ^°^  ner  express wns  of 

remorse  had  become  almost  as  dist««t*fi,1 1„  k;         ., 
embr«ces  with  which  she  was  baT^rZ^  *"'""'"«»« 
ttem.  ****  P""*  t"  punctuate 

i-.Sn%  *'«te"'^'*-*'"*'''  «»    "««'*'"  he  said 

i«v:^thertiir;„".°c.srit:vi 

moonlight  assignations  with  Helen" 

co^Wtl  M^^'^lt  r  '  ry  -' "  ««W  the 

•".    u  It  wa,  only  her  being  in  love  with  you,  I 


W— -    «««   •    »»«P;    but    knowi.^    tut    you    J 

o™-  '^de.i^ow  yStt*^  ^r""^^'  «»«-•"»  h« 

"■".i  need,  tun,  upon  W  i™  *^"  f«°»«>  world 
nea«r  the  mark  Tly^t  tZlK-  **  "  «°«1  de«I 
■"onej.  If  rm  found  mTmJ7  -^^  *"«»  "P°»» 
morrow  morning  it  won'rS  T,  '"'"  "°^  »»*  to- 
»«y  take  ya^dl  Zm  tZi°""  f  "^  '«'"«'  J^n 
-ough  before  I  go  toL  to^  '  '^^'  ^^  -"■> 
Monday."  8°  w  bed  to  enable  me  to  settle  next 

M«ge,y  q^'ckl^"*   ^  ^^^  t^^gH  then?"  asked 

"  I  hope  so,"  answered  Liiv»™^i      * 
hesitation.  i*vemock,  after  a  momentary 

"I  wish  you  wouldn't '     T  i.. 
you  will  los;  if  you  do"       ^'^''*»«»'«>f  feeling  that 

«^Xt;rei:-^.n^^^-"-  «- 

J-ose.d.me„ndo^:J-tXt^ 

r^n^'nTSJ^^S^f'^^^  ^".  thestatiol 

M«K«7,  then  advanced^^tT     !  ^     *^  **  *^«  "'S^t  of 
geniaUy :  '^^»"«*d,  ,,th  outstretched  hand,  tijit^ 

ri:^'fl^'Z^  fZlrfr^'^^- Vernon? 
home."  ^    *'""«'>t   the    Colonel  was   at 

-k^Slr '..J^rC  '-d.-ng.teps.-Wer. 

'--th^rwayto^jLirbrixif^r: 
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mtch  the  la*t  up  train,  and  theyll  have  to  look  joIIt 
•harp  to  do  it,  too." 

Spurling,  admonished  hy  a  wink,  pulled  out  his 
watdL  "By  Jove,  they  will!"  he  agi«ed.  "Bad 
mannen  to  hiutk  you  off  the  premises,  Miw  Venion, 
but  the  ftct  ii  that  you're  running  things  a  bit  fin&" 

Margery  rather  liked  Spurling.  who  had  the  sort  of 
power  with  her  that  doctors  can  generally  manage  to 
acquire  over  hyiUrioal  persons.  She  did  as  she  was 
told,  and  scarcely  had  they  stepped  out  into  the  gaiden 
when  th^  encountered  Julyan  and  For.ester,  charged 
with  renewed  remoWrances  from  the  belated  boating 
party.  Maigeiy,  while  continuing  to  walk  down  to- 
wards the  river,  made  a  slight  sign  to  Colonel  Julyan 
and  contrived  to  draw  him  a  few  paces  aside. 

"Colonel  Julyan,"  said  she,  in  a  low,  agitated  voice, 
"  do  you  consider  yourself  a  gentleman  ?  " 
"I  really  do  presume  so  fer,"  he  replied. 
"Then  you  won't  try  to  win  money  tonight  from  a 
man  in  Lavemock's  condition." 

"My  dear  Hiss  Vernon,  I  haven't  the  slightest  inten- 
tion of  winning  his  money,  whatever  his  condition  may 
be.  I  am  not  going  to  play  cards  with  him  or  anybody 
else  tonight" 

"Do  you  promise  that,  upon  your  honour  as  a 
gentleman  P" 

«I  hardly  see  why  I  should  s  still  it  happens  that  I 
can  do  so  without  any  incopTenience  to  myself." 

"  That's  enough,"  said  Margery.     «  Candidly,  I  d«m't 
think  much  of  you.  Colonel  Julyan,  but  I  don't  suppose 
you'd  break  your  word  of  honour." 
Tb«n  would  not  have  been  time  for  expUnationi, 
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^^^  wtdung  their  errntic  course  along  the  moonlit 
one"  wJ^T  *7  ^y  ^^'™«*  I "  he  mmed     «  « 

dropcank"  ^"  "*y  "  »>«  good  of  me  to 

think  well  put    it  r  Zt      ^^  «»°1?    Y«,  I 

river,  the1L:^™f^~--«loquy.   ll.epl«id 

»«  true.  cont«dirt^Z^fT7  ^^  "^  "o*-  ** 
their  sil4i«  l!^^  ,     '^"'y«'  >Wt  neither  did 

-real.  S^htTt  CTd  Tu"'  ^-"^ 

^thi3o.wm.,t-2e?^"s;s:;^ 
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rBJ«nder-not  impoMiWe  that  in  the  depths  •£  hi.  awn 
hewt  there  may  have  luriced  ju«t  a  spark  of  that  hope, 
which,  as  Pandom  discovered,  is  the  veiy  last  thing  to 
forsake  poor  humanity.  He  lighted  a  cigarette^ 
wandered  about  the  garden.  Lavemock,  F^wster  and 
Spnrhng  had  gone  straight  back  to  the  house.  He 
couU  hear  their  voices  from  afar  and  was  not  in  haste 
to  h«u-  them  at  close  quarters,  the  lingering  echoes  of 
another  voice  which  had  once  or  twice  in  the  course  of 
the  day  assumed  an  intonation  of  great  kindliness 
nxuung  pleasanter  company. 

Mindful  at  l«.gth  of  a  host's  duties,  and  debating  a 
LtUe  niefoUy  .hat  was  to  be  done  to  amuse  his  g^ 

*T  J!^u'"''  ^  ""^"  ^°'  **•"  J""""  -"d  stepped 
through  the  open  window,  only  to  find  that  two  of  his 
guests  had  settled  the  question  of  their  amusement  in  a 
inanner  extmnely  unwelcome  to  him.  Uvemock  had 
«l«ady  seated  himself  at  a  card-table  which  had  been 
drapid  out  into  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  Forrester, 
^king  rather  ,«i  and  angry,  was  about  to  do  likewise. 
Even-tempered  and  easy-going  as  Julyan  was,  he  had 
never  given  his  juniors  to  understand  that  they  miirht 
disregard  hM  expressed  wiAes,  and  it  was  with  some- 
thing short  of  his  usual  suavity  that  he  said  : 

« I  told  you  last  night,  Lavemock,  that  there  was  to 
SuL""  '^^  **"*  '**"  are  no  cards  in  the 

« Oh,  yes,  there  are,"  returned  Lavemock  coolly;  «I 
to^ihe  precaution  to  buy  half  a  dozen  packs  this 

"You  shouldn't  have  done  that,"  said  Julyan;  "I 
warned  you  that  I  didn't  wish  it." 
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•«^  your  wT^  FoiS^LT;"  *°  "^«  y°»  PV 
little  flutter  «t  ic^4Zfo^J^f     T  «°'»8  *°  »««  « 

»^  like  to  t^e*^,  'irCr'"*'"'*  '  *'"^'' 

2,»^d.whe„  y°"  «l^e^  iX  ,TT.^'*'"«' 
P«*«I»  play  a*  Kood  a  ««r!  J^""*^*  '  ""lid 

««  to  pky  in  his  hZ^^"^  *^  ^'°"«J  'l<'««''t  want 

"tLa'^niiStra'biSirVo^^'^"'""'  ^---''. 

have  lort  ^veral  h„n4^1,lZ°"  *^'»  *.°  «'«8et  that  I 

pay  them,  but  of  cour«  he  A'd  ni       ^  '"""*'=^  *° 
wj«>i«ed:  "All  t),»  „  "°*  "^  »°'     He  only 

L  "j^,*""^  «>e  devil,"  a.ked  Lavemoek    «M„ 
know  that  Pm  going  to  lose  ?    'ThT  V^    !^'      ''°  y" 
allia  that  Hefe^  Monk  for  mvV^"  ^"«"*  »' '* 
most  likely  for  Fo,Sl_I  ^  ?^"  °'  Pott«ter's_ 
"llypledifh.mT^'-'""  «*°''"J  «»»e  'lamned 

«m"Sr'^pS:t'"  '"^''!'^  "^"^^  -%;  «r 

«-»biing  "CS  \°  Z'^yo^  "'  ^'•"-*-  *«- 

»ot  to  do  wTthat's  aU  "        ^    '       "  P"*^"™^  ^^'^, 

woll^  "'^'  '^'•"'^'''  '^''  ^«»-t-  at  once;  «.« 
o 
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But  Lavernock  broke  out  into  a  diout  of  nomftil 
laughter.  "  Ha,  ha,  ha !— capital !  Bravo,  Fonreater ! " 
Forreiiter  went  suddenly  white.  "Where,"  he  in- 
quired, with  ominous  politeness,  "does  the  joke  come 
in  ?  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  tell 
me,  because  I  didn't  mean  to  be  funny." 

"  Of  course  you  didn't,"  returned  the  other ;  « that's 
exactly  where  the  joke  does  come  in.  A  man  who 
starts  to  ride  at  a  big  fence  and  then  pulls  up  on  the 
plea  that  his  friends  think  it  would  be  wrong  of  him 
to  risk  his  neck  may  not  be  conscious  of  being  funny; 
but  that  doesn't,  ps  a  rule,  prevent  spectators  from 
being  tickled." 

Forrester,  without  another  word,  strode  to  the  card- 
table,  from  which  he  had  withdrawn  a  few  paces,  and 
sat  down. 

■  Julyan  watched  the  pair  in  silence  while  the  cards 
were  being  cut,  noted  that  Forrester  acquiesced  by  a 
nod  in  the  outrageously  high  stakes  which  Lavernock 
suggested ;  then  lighted  another  cigarette  and  moved 
away  to  the  further  end  of  the  room.  Presently 
SpurUng,  who  had  gone  off  to  write  letters,  came  in, 
yawning,  to  say  that  he  had  been  on  his  1^  all 
day  and  was  awfully  sleepy.  Would  the  Colonel 
excuse  him  if  he  went  to  bed?  Then,  with  an  in- 
terrogative gknce  at  the  card-players  and  lifted 
eyebrows — 

«  Hullo !    I  thought  that  was  barred,"  he  whispered. 
Julyan  shrugged  his  shoulders.     "I  can't  stop  it. 


One  of  them  is  half 


tipsy  and  the  other  has  lost  his 


temper.     Tvc  said  all   I  can  say.     Tve  hung  on  to 
the  donkey's  tail  until,  as  you  see,  it  has  come  off  in 
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my  hud.    So  over  the  precipice  he  mart  go,  if  the«,' 
a  precipice  ahead."  """' go.  »  there  » 

^^quaintance  wit^t^T  ^^ "iS  Kel"^"**^ 
up.  8p«rii„g;  this  „.ayL  for  ZL"      ""  '""  y™ 

^intervLtior£rsr;:L:^rfft^ 

exacUrf,  the  stillness  of  the  summ^^htw«  hT' 
,7^   "7   -d   then   by  fitful  "^^^^7^"^ 
leaves  outside  rustling;    once    while  f).»      _i 
beingshuffled.W,^LpiJ"l^;^  "^"^ 

f^^rsf-r^-r^as^s^S 

let  himselfTbS    I'  stekinT.t'  """'  ""^ 
he  could  afford  to  L    whv^n^        ^l  T"*  *^ 

thelessonwouldnotrin^ayT      r    All 
The  end  seemed  to  have  come  vh„rH„    a 

0  3 
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Bnt  he  dranKd  into  his  duur  agidn  on  befaw 
•omewhat  di«courte«ni»ly  nUied  by  hi«  advetMir 

«H.d  enough  rf  it  Ote^jf  Why,  n«ui,  wV, 
only  Jii»t  begun  I  Never  Icnew  moh  •  chieken-hewted 
<»i4>  ■■  you  are  I " 

Julywi,  judging  bjr  the  intermittent  nmwiu  and 
ejaculations  which  came  to  his  ean  during  the  neit 
hidf-hour,  gathered  that  Fortune  bad  now  tuned  her 
wheel,  and  it  was  with  much  ndief  that  he  heard 
Forrester  observe :  «  Well,  that  makes  us  pretty  neariy 

quits,  and  rve  got  a  deuce  of  a  headache.    Fta  wach 
to  stop,  if  you  are.r 

Bnt  of  oouTM  Lavemock  was  not  ready  to  do  any. 
tting  of  the  kind,  nor  would  he  agree  to  the  suggcation 
of  more  moderate  stakes.  It  was  plain  that  he  meant 
to  go  on  until  he  wim,  and  that  modemto  winnings 
woidd  not  content  him.  Play  was  lewimed-iriUi 
nwlts  which  could  be  conjectured  from  his  sudden 

•"tarnation,  as  the  clock  struck  one,  of 

"Cornel  ni  tell  you  what  ITl  do  with  you  ;  111  go 
you  doubles  or  quits  and  let  that  finish  it." 

Forrester  assented  without  demur,  while  Julyan, 
•pprooching  the  card-table  for  the  first  time,  looked 
on.  As  he  had  supposed,  neither  of  the  playen  was 
an  expert;  but  it  seemed  possible  that  Fortwrter, 
•Mure  against  loss  and  sick  of  the  whole  thing,  was 
not  tiying  very  hard  to  win.  Unfortunately,  he 
held,  and  continued  to  hold,  cards  wUoh  allowed 
him  no  alternative.  Soon  he  took  three  tricks  in 
succession,  and  Laver.r-'-  strangely  calm  and  sober, 
despite  his  potations,  threw  his  remaining  cards  down, 
remarking: 
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ttog  «  .  pint  botUe  of  fi«  h«K,y,  Cdond  r  * 

Of  coune,"  aniwered  Julyan. 
"Then,  if  youTl  allow  me.  111  have  one  taken  «> 

Iton.  n,  for  1  dont  B„ppo«,  there'U  he  much  timfta 

the  morawg  5  «.  rU  «»y  good-night"  " 

»BrtmU«l  out  of  the  ««m.  nodding  ca«le„ly  and 

«5l!'?""**^*'^®'^*°  their  hort.  '^ 

'«»«1  Lord  I «  ejacilated  Julyan,  aghart,  «  how  did 
you  manage  to  get  to  wchflguiJ?"  ^ 

«rm  awfully  «my,-  the  young  man  Mid,   "but 

f«hng  be«.Uy  *edy.  and  the  lart  thing  I  wanted  to 
do  thu  evening  was  to  play  card, ;  bul^a.  you  heari 

«T^  wu""'*'^-    H«««  never  pay/can  h^ 
«  Never  m  the  world  I    As  for  his  I.  0  U  "-_ 

the  2li^  ^^  '•  °-  ^- ' "  "^"^  ^'""'ester.  tearing 
the  paper  mto  p.ec.  which  he  th«,w  into  a»  .d3 
'^Mte-paper  basliet  ""jwent 

rlpil^^  "^^  dear  feUow,  but  you  can't  wipe  out  the 
d^b^   n  o^te  .0  simple  a  manner.    IndeedTyou  ca„^ 

I  L\^\^^  ^^^^  "">  J  *•"'*•  What  WM 
I  to  do?    Ididntwantto.takethou«Dds,«hu,drwJ. 
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iJw-**"^  ^^  **  "  ^  ^^  ''°'*'  •  match  for  w 
"Oh,  yonV.  u  ,dq»t,-  wd  Julywi,  toiIW.  "I 
ll^  yw*  pJ.y  .t  the  «Hl,«rf  I  w«  mad.  in.- 
pWiiKJ.  No  nuouble  perwn  couU  bkme  you  for 
!jTi~*^'  even  .^  unrea«m.ble  penon.  TT^ 
«^rf  ..  A.t  pe«on.  may  be  found  unre«on,ble 
enough  to  bkme  me." 

"What  penoM?  I  dont  m  why  anybody  but 
ou«elve.  Aould  ever  hear  a  word  about  ihe  mtter, 
Vou  won^  talk,  nor  AaU  I.  n,,  fiurt  j^-  porrerter 
aaaed,  .tter  a  momenta^  pauie,  "that  Fve  a  nther 
Particular  WMon  for  hoping  that  nobody  will  hear  of 
iavwDock  I  having  lort  money  here  toni^t" 

fcL  ^  ■«««*'»  ^being  Icept.  When  Fonerter  had  left 
hm.,  he  Umsw  him»lf  down  upon  a  «,fa  and  reflected 
that  jf  Lavemocic',  luck  was  wngukrly  bad,  hi.  own 
w-  not  of  the  bert.  IVue,  he  hid  kepTboth^ 
^""Z  ti  ^^^P^'^  b»t  weU  he  knew  that 
h.  would  be  held  to  have  violated  them  in  the  spirit, 
rfnotm  the  letter.     What  would  happen  w«.^J 

1^.  ^•"J-'-"~k  to  W  -ha?  he  owed^ 
out  of  the  quertion,    but  he   would   doubtlem  feel 

todo  that,  he  would  have  to  borrow  of  «,mcbody. 
ft-ctioJly,  there  w^  but  one  per«,n  left  to  whom 
he  could  apply,  «„d  he  was  certain  to  apply  to  her- 
W"  in  ^  probability  making  written  application  to 
hw  at  that  very  moment  All  along  it  had  been 
certain  that  I^vemock  would  end  by  «,king  «„d 
taking  money  from  his  coumu,  and,  since  she  wZ  both 
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wfflfag  Md  •Dxioui  to  mpply  hi*  Mcdi,  thrt  in  ItitI/ 
wonld  be  no  Midi  gnat  miifortune.  But  it  would  be 
•  M»ewhat  terioiii  mirfortune  if  Helen  were  to  learn 
that  her  ooudn  had  mined  hinuelf  in  the  hou«  of 
the  m«i  who  h«l  o.ten.ibly  .bjuwd  play  for  the 
•de  puipoee  of  shielding  him  from  that  calamity. 

that  jf  I  had  played  with  the  fellow  my«lf,  no  damafle 
would  have  been  done;  becauw  then  he  would  have 
jwn  jurt  a.  much  or  a.  little  «  I  cho«  to  let  him. 
It  murt  be  admitted  that  my  benevolent  in.piration. 
are  the  reverie  of  happy." 


CHAPTER  XVI 

l^VEBNOCH   WITHDEAW8 

rounaed  it,  the  moon  had  disaDDear«4  ■  ^.  i   •     ^ 

"'Die    Welt  uird  alt  und  rcird  n>ieder  iurur^-  u 

wbctev.  the  woS^t;  J:  ^"t^"^  £' ^^- 
nee-li    dine  forloml,,  t     u  7*       '  ^     °®  "">»* 

•he  said.     Y^there's  that     thJ  1  ^^  ""'"^'^' 
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antique  and  Snel^lL^  ^i^Zl  "  Tu'^ 
fear  of  what  she  may  aav  or  Thinl*^   T^  T"^*  "^^ 

«»me  n-uffled  thuds  of  h„,LT^.         ^"""^   ^J"*" 

-th  figures.  yrbL  Lr^t  Lf^'  T"'""  °^" 
-nodty  of  matutinal  hl^  j^  V"**  .** 
«tu>guidung  the  lamps,  he  Se^  a  canJ?'"'  ^"^ 
preparing  to  seek  the  rLse  fif  wV  K  T^l" '"''  "" 
inclination,  when  the  d^w^^Jftif  ^^i^"  ^  "^'^^ 
P-Tester.  clad  in  P^ZZTC^L^^jt  "^^ 
man's  cheeks  and  lips  wZ  .l3J  u-  ^«y«»»g 
»l>akii>gaU  over-  his  UiJ        ^?,   '"'"*"'    *"«  '''" 

an  instant  S«  Zk  1^^  ""^"^  °''J«=*-  F°' 
P-ivedat  ortlthe''LTo''drr'""'*'  "''' 
paralysed  by  nervous  shock  Tto  Lve^  J'^, "  ""»  "», 
articulate  speech.  *"  P°"'«  of 

"Well,  what  is  It f"  he  asked   in      * 
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Sudden  catastrophes  and  emergencies  affect  different 
people  in  different  ways ;  it  is  a  question  of  tempera- 
ment. Julyan,  without  a  word,  pushed  his  informant 
aside  and  made  for  the  door ;  but  Forrester  plucked 
him  by  the  sleeve,  exclaiming : 

"Don't  go  upstairs !— it's  too  ghastly,  and  you  can't 
be  of  any  use.     Spnrling  a.id  his  man  are  in  the  room." 
"  Are  you  sure  he  is  dead  ? "  asked  Julyan. 

"  Oh,  dead— yes !     I  never  saw  anything  so " 

The  young  man  broke  off,  sank  down  into  a  chair 
and  covered  his  eyes  with  his  trembling  hands. 

There  were  feW  tUngs  in  the  world  that  made 
Julyan  more  angry  than  the  spectacle  of  a  feUow- 
creature  deprived  of  self-control ;  but,  as  he  never  lost 
his  own,  he  uttered  no  rebuke.  He  poured  out  half  a 
glass  of  brandy  and  held  it  to  the  other's  lips,  saying, 
«  Here,  swaUow  this  and  try  to  be  intelligible.  You 
went  into  his  room  and  found  him  with  his  throat  cut, 
I  suppose  ?  " 

Forrester,  after  gulping  down  the  brandy,  straightened 
himself  in  his  chair.  "Tm  sorry  to  have  made  such 
an  exhibition  of  myself,"  said  he,  with  a  sickly  smile. 
"The  fact  is  that  I  was  feeling  pretty  seedy  when  I 
went  to  bed,  and  this  has  clean  bowled  me  over." 

He  had  been  startled  out  of  his  first  sleep,  it  appeared, 
by  feeUng  the  house  shake  and  by  the  impression  that 
something  heavy  had  faUen  to  the  ground  haid  by. 
He  had  listened  for  a  moment  and,  hearing  no  more, 
had  not  moved ;  but  after  a  time  the  sound  of  voices 
amd  steps  in  Lavemock's  room  had  made  him  uneasy ;  so 
he  had  got  up  and,  going  into  the  adjoining  bedroom, 
had  seen 
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Spurlii^g  was  there,  wastTT"  ^°"  "*"•     "^'^ 

At  that  moment  SpurlinK  entered      H«   ,*^    ""»• 

DviamiiB wl,;-!.  °  enierea.      He  also  was  in 

P/jamas— which    were    stained    witJi    ki-„j     t  , 

"  This  IS  a  bad  job,  Colonel,"  he  beimn      «  t       u 

that  I  am  exactly  ,urpn,ed  either.     For  some  tiZ 
pastes  ne.^  We  been  in  a  veiy  ,„eer  sM^^  '"^ 

«dvi^  ««  "l^""  "^"^'^^^  '>«'«»  his  medical 

adviser,  are  prepared  to  state  that?" 

«vlS"'*  ■*  """^^  *°  '^"•^^  *°  "Jamities  or 

buS'eS'uf /'""'..''V''"'"^^'  "''°  '««1  --  ■"»« 

ouned  his  face  m  his  hands     "Wm     u,oii 

afi»id  so,"  he  Implied.  ffm-well,  yes,  Fm 
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IWrerier  qirang  abruptiy  to  his  fcet  «I  gay!— -yon 
don't  think  he  kiUed  hinudf  hecauae  of— of  anything 
that  occurred  this  evening,  do  you?" 

"Oh,  when  a  man  is  threatoied  with  aniiddal  mania, 
there's  no  telling  how  much  or  how  litUe  will  turo  tb* 
scale,"  was  Spurling's  evasive  i«ply. 

"Just  so,"  struck  in  Julyan,  "and  I  believe  it  is  a 
&ct  thai  Lavemock  had  had  rather  heavy  losses  at 
Ascot.  Now  there's  one  point  as  to  which  we  must 
make  up  our  minds  at  once.  I  am  sure  you  will  agrae 
with  me  that  if  the  circumstance  of  card-playing  having 
taken  place  here  t<»night— a  circumstance  only  known 
to  ourselves,  remember-isan  be  suppressed,  it  would  be 
most  desirable,  for  everybody's  sake,  to  suppress  it" 

Spurling  quite  agreed.  «  Only  I  don't  see,"  he  added, 
"how  It  can  be  suppressed.  I  found  two  letters  on 
poor  X*vemock's  table.     Here  is  one  of  them." 

He  handed  an  envelope  to  Julyan,  who  examined  the 
address  and  drew  down  the  comers  of  his  mouth, 
remarking,  « « Miss  Vernon  '—yes ,  this  wiU  have  to  be 
delivered,  and  of  course  one  doesn't  know  what  its 
contents  may  be." 

"Unfortunately,"  observed  Spurling,  "I   do  know 
what  are  the  contents  of  the  other,  which  was  addroased 
to  myself.    Shall  I  read  it  to  you  ?" 
"If  you  please." 

So  Spurling  produced  a  sheet  of  note-paper,  from 
which  he  read  aloud  as  follows : 

"Dear  Spurling— I  wish  I  could  bequeath  you  a 
l^pcy,  for  you  are  one  of  the  very  few  decent  chaps  I 
have  come  across  in  this  pigstye  of  a  world,  which  I 
shall  have  quitted  by  the  time  that  you  read  these  lines ; 
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but  1  have  only  debt,  to  leave  behind  me     I  miaht  fc 
held  on  «  hit  longer  perhaw  if  T  h!^  *^  ^"^ 

At  k_i         /  '  *"ybow,  as  I  am  Koine  to  end 

of  yonrsthat  I  haven't  benefited  by  it "         """'^"^* 

«»g^    1  wish  It  hadnt  been  written." 
."f°  *>  I>  «»id  Julyan  meditatively. 

d«ie;^sr"-  "^p-^-"^— 'tthi-s 

SpurlingAook  his  head.  "Impossible!  Ther«  wiD 
b^^an  inquest,  at  which  I  shall  h^to  appe^^ri 
«^of  ^.urse.  conceal  the  e.-sten«  of  su^^il^'oJ 

^w?o:rd.^,":j-rte:^ty'^^t^* 

1^^  upon  ph^ying  for  ^^^^.^  ^^ 

"Oh,  it's  evident  no,*,"  said  Julyan,  "that  the  onlv 
«^  open  to  us  i,  to  tell  the  whole  truth.  Neitti 
S^ri^gnc.  anybody  el.  can  be  expect«i  to  ^t" 

S^;!!?!""'."'.  *'  ^  -I"^'"""  that  will  be 
Stem^f-'^  '"^'^'^   ^^--'^  1^    any  written 

Forrester,  with  a  despairing  g^an,  let  himself  d«>p 
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into  his  chair  ogain,  while  Spurling,  after  scrutiniMng 
him  curiously  for  a  momei.t,  took  hoW  of  Us  wiirt. 

"Hullo!  huUo!"  the  doctor  ejaculated  presently, 
•this  won't  do !  Do  you  know  that  you're  in  a  hiirh 
fever  ?  "  ^ 

"  Fever  be  hanged ! "  returned  the  young  man,  snatch- 
ing his  hand  away  pettishly ;  «  we've  something  of  more 
consequence  than  my  health  to  consult  about" 

But  Julyan  observed  that  there  did  not  seem  to  be 
any  further  room  for  consultation.  "I  suppose,"  he 
added, « the  police  or  somebody  ought  to  be  informed  at 
the  earbest  possible  moment." 

Spurling  noddei  assent.  "Yes;  FU  see  to  that 
Meanwhile,  Fll  just  go  and  give  a  few  necessary  instruc- 
tions to  the  valet,  who  hasnt  lost  his  presence  of  mind, 
thank  goodness!  Forrester,  the  sooner  you  get  back 
to  bed  the  better,  m  come  and  have  a  look  at  you  as 
soon  as  I  can," 

"Capable  man  Spurling,"  remarked  Julyan,  after  the 
door  had  closed  behind  the  Suigeon-Major ;  « it's  a  good 
thing  that  he  happened  to  be  in  the  house." 

« Is  it  ?  "  Forrester  returned  despondenUy.  «  Vm  not 
so  sure." 

«  Yes,  my  dear  boy,"  repeated  Julyan  ;  « it's  a  good 
thing ;  because,  if  you  and  I  had  been  left  to  ourselves 
we  should  have  agreed  to  hold  our  tongues— and  then 
we  should  have  been  found  out.  Lies,  somenow  or  other, 
are  always  a  mistake.  Besides  being  a  little  beneath 
one's  dignity,  such  as  one's  dignity  is.  Of  course  I  know 
what  you  are  thinking  about.  WeU,  if  you  are  in  for  a 
bad  quarter  of  an  hour  with  Miss  Monk,  so  am  I." 
"  Ah,  but  what  does  that  matter  to  yon ! " 
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«  ^  ■'*  ""***'  '"  "^  •""<*  to  you  ?  " 

™.«  "fl?^  '"'  ^'''"  ^°™»t«  declared,  «c™Jd 
matter  half  «„uch!  It's  ea^y  to  for«^  w  A.Tj'Sf 
.t     She  practacally  consented  on  the  course  Tw 

Woe.    Andno.TeV^X^t'K'^irS 
^t_he  ha.  c„„.,itted  suicide  b^„^  j  We  nl^ 

JtKl  ZJr!/"'^""'  "^^  ^°" "-' ''''-  you 

wy  inat  sne  practically  consented  ?  " 
'!3  :  T"' '°  P'""  "'^•*'  that  she  piacticallv  n„n 

;ru^ui^""^^^^-  '"^ythatdSrSo::!- 

not  hardi^^ve^T^Lt'fdS  ir"'"""^"'"'' 

"  Perhaps,"  said  he  quietly,  « she  need  nnt  h«       j 
awa.  of  your  having'play^  £,  ilk^t^S 

17,^,'  »°«'^'  --  -*  -tion^lThisttS 

"It  wm  be  mentioned  at  the  inquest,  thougk" 

"If.  .rfbUj  g™i  „,  ,„,  cotad-  b,  ™„^ 
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"and  Tm  as  grateftil  to  you  a«  If  I  could  take  advantage 
of  your  olfcrj  but  It  Btands  to  reaaon  that  I  can't  allow 
you  to  mxtkt  tot  my  miadeeds." 

"It  isn't  a  question  of  misdeeds,"  Julyan  returned ; 
"it's  a  question  of  evils,  and  I  propose  to  choose  the 
ksser.  There  seems  to  be  some  real  dan|^  of  your 
happiness  and  Miss  Monk's  being  spoilt ;  there  isnt,  as 
you  very  justly  point  out,  much  danger  of  my  being 
caused  acute  suffering  if  she  likes  to  hold  me  answewble 
ftr  a  disaster  which  neither  you  nor  I  brought  about. 
Let  us  be  thankful  that  such  a  simple  solution  of  the 
difficulty  Hes  open  to  us." 

Forrester  hesitated.  "But  Colonel,  you^said  just 
now  that  Ues  were  always  a  mistake,  and  you  said  no 
man  could  be  expected  to  commit  peijury." 

"I  believe  I  did.  Well,  frankly,  I  abon..jate  lies, 
and  I  shall  not  enjoy  taking  my  oath  to  one  j  still,  if  it 
suits  me  to  be  inconsistent,  that's  my  affiur.  As  for 
you,  I  quite  hope  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  you 
to  perjure  yoursdf." 

Before  Forrester  could  make  any  rejoinder,  Spurling 
reappeared.     Re  said : 

"  rve  put  everything  as  far  as  possible  in  orfer.  The 
best  plan,  I  think,  wiD  be  for  me  to  take  an  early  train 
up  to  London.  Will  you  telegraph  to  Miss  MOTk,  or 
would  you  like  me  to  go  to  her  house  and  bleak  the 
news  to  her?" 

"  You  will  do  us  all  a  service,"  answered  Julyan,  after 

a  moment  of  consideration,  "by  seeing  her  and  tellinc 

her  the  facts."  * 

"  The  whole  of  the  facts  ?  "  Spurling  asked. 

"Yes;   seeing  that  U  ^y  must  eventuaUy  come  to 


•»d  likely  to  go  on  Lng  /^^  ""  'T? 
presence,  M  not  «  master  off?  '°"»*»'.  «ving  his 
happen  to  be  fairiv  ^n         ^^  «^^  "'  ^°»rtA     I,  wte 

for  the  best,  KsuSId  f  MleT"',,  '  -^ 
was  no  stopping  Lavern^/     ?       *°°  "*"•     '"•«« 

possibility  of  letting  him  win  "         ^  **"*  """  "^ 

wiSS3!lX'lS'°"'''''  •»'l--lSpurli„g. 

who  had  dropped  his  lSuZL  hi  h  7°""^  •"""' 
not  seem  to  be  listPr.inT  T  .  ''""^'  *«""'  <Jid 
"Moulder,  oriy  looS" "^'  "^J  j'''"  '^''''^°  •'V  the 
stupefied  way  ^  ""'  ^""^^^  in  a   dazed, 

whX'h?;::cxxX"i"''"^"-'^^^'^ 

"lent.     «  You've  mt  +  /     x  T  f  P'^l'ng  «  pronounce- 

^^tyougetu^rr^ivrg^'  ^■^^'-^  *^-«"' 

muttered:  ^  **"^'  ^'"'^  -^"Jy^.  kft  «^one, 
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"That  dispon*  of  the  only  weak  spot  in  the  idwnie. 
Hun  would  have  been  no  depending  upon  him  a*  a 
witnen ;  but  he  had  influensa  pretty  badly  once  befon, 
I  remember,  and  it'«  long  odd<  against  his  being  in  a 
condition  to  give  evidence  at  the  inquest  What  c«n 
she  see  in  him ?— good  Lord !  what  can  she  see  in  him? 
Not  that  it  sicnifies.  If  it  hadn't  been  Forrester,  it 
would  have  been  somebody  else.  In  the  meantime,  my 
own  little  future,  about  which  she  was  pleased  to  be 
solicitous,  seems  to  be  quite  clearly  and  agreeably 
indicated.  For  the  rest  of  my  days  she  will  set  me  down 
as  a  traitor  and  perhaps  a  sharper,  while  I  shall  know 
that  I  am  a  perjurer.  Talk  about  copybook  morality  I  It 
strikes  me  this  is  getting  rather  ahead  of  the  headings. 
Or  is  the  whole  thing  indefensible,  I  wonder  ?  Well,  I 
never  set  up  to  be  a  moralist.  All  I  hope  and  trust  is 
that  I  may  never  sink  to  the  final  humiliation  of 
doubting  whether  it  was  worth  while ! " 
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WtmUMO  A«  A  tvmiM 

-"-ted  for.  no.  "Z 1  ^^Tlo^l^r'^  -''"?^ 
I*ven,ock  might  We  been  ex^L  1  T\'*- 
•Ppeanuice  at  any  moment.  J  r  ^   "^^    *»" 

»fter  dinner  wm  n„*    i         '  ^  ^''eraock's  company 

'hehadToTCTktX.'  ^'r*  *°  '^  ''--••^' 
that  Colonel  jS;a„J:d''r!'  *l""Kht  have  gue«ed 

"otive  than  coni^^,  t  h^'^l  '^  "°  ""'«' 
truth,  had  been  hi«  T  .,      ~"'*"^-     Such,  in 

their'r^lati^  ^d7E^^t"°«-  ''^'^'^ 
this  had  irrita^  her  th^r  ~f  **™  °*^'°»*  ''hen 
of  them,  «W  ^meL^X"!"';  "^  -7 -u«nce 
had  acquired  an  im^        .  "^^^^  "ritated  her 

at  Lu^        ^""^  "  """'"We  estimate  of  the  world 

So  she  was  not  imtated  by  Miss  BI.VK'         , 
^-^l  upon  Col.  el  J^'  aTl'ttlCtr 
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•nd  did  not  even  dispute  that  injudiciou*  UAfn 

tion  of,  « He  dewnrei  bii  reward,  and  what's  moie, 

Helen,  I  believe  hell  get  it  in  the  end." 

^"I  hope  lo,"  she  tranquiUy  replied,  thinking  to  her- 
•df  that  if  he  would  but  keep  his  wotd,  do  aj  she  had 
adviied  him  and  devote  his  remaining  years  to  some 
useftil,  practical  purpose,  he  would  at  least  obtain  the 
reward  of  her  approbation,  by  which  be  seemed  to  set 
•tore. 

Miss  Bligh,  a  trifle  disconcerted  by  this  unlooked-for 
acquiewence,  was  resuming,  "I  doubt  whether  you 
hope  at  present  for  what  I  do,  my  dear,  but  IVe  no 
doubt  at  aU  as  to  which  way  your  future  happiness 
uai,"  when  she  was  informed  that  Major  Spurling, 
who  was  in  the  library,  wanted  to  speak  to  her  rather 
particularly. 

'"nien  he  won't  get  what  he  wants  until  1  have 
finished  my  breakfast,"  said  she.    «  Let  him  wait" 

And  having  despatdied  this  rather  uncivil  message, 
•he  remarked, «« David  Spurling  is  a  worthy  sort  of  man, 
•nd  I  found  him  quite  useful  yesterday ;  but  Pm  not 
mm  that  he  isn't  becoming  a  lit*'  i  too  familiar.  The 
idea  of  turning  up  at  this  hour  in  the  morning  I  x 
Aall  have  to  give  him  a  few  instruction*  for  his 
intoze  guidance." 

About  ten  minute*  later  she  was  submissively  beseech- 
ing him  to  do  as  much  for  her.  She  was  a  soft-hearted 
woman,  and  the  terrible  news  which  her  visitor  imparted 
to  her  with  military  brevity  and  medical  lack  of  emotion 
gneved  her  aU  the  more  because  she  had  a  remorseiU 
reooUection  of  having  more  than  once  given  utterance 
to  the  wish  that  death  would  remove  Lavemock  from 


'TT^-'.  -o  »«  in  iTn,";^,'"  '•  *«  '•OH  of 

jo.^^rr:«^,rbd?*^-  "^^^ 

Wm.  I  dont  know  ttat  I  J  u  ^1  *°°  '""^  with 
Helen.  In^piWof  evZL>*  ^*  -  be«««e  of 
amt  think  ! "  "°«'  »e  «re  to  tell  her  of  thi»  I 

"Well,"  said  Spurlina    ..♦i,...      , 
tWnkabout.    My  iZ  t«  !k  !     ''"*  '^'^''  Sot  to 

"I    «lon'tr    Mi«    S  *5f^ '  *°«ld-'' 
"How  „„d,  J,,  ^'liJt'l^^'y    owned, 
wonder?"  ^  '"*  to  let  her  kno^,  , 

"If  you  ask  me,  I  think  it  wouM  i..         . 
conceal  or  tone  down  any  part  of^    ^  u  '"''*■*«  to 
truth  isnt  pretty.     STrt^^^^^^'    ^  the 
the  meaning  of  ihatTStov        "*  ^'^  *«^«  '" 
a  letter  to  n,e,  which  w^U  hav  "  J*^  J""*  """^^that  i„ 
I-vemock  ascribes  his  suidde M,^  T^"  P"^'''^'  P«» 
".ouslyat  cani,  i„  CoCeflt        u''""^  '°»*  """or- 
And  it  seen,,  that  thecll?  wL  "  '    """  '"^^  "'«ht. 
Miss  Bligh  sat  „n  .nj  j  ™i         *''^  winner." 

^oingtoSiiii'tvr^irr:,^'''''™-* 

"«t-      she  answered  decisiTcly. 
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"  To  begin  with,  I  don't  believe  it.  Helen,  as  I  happen 
to  know,  had  Colonel  Julyan's  solemn  promise  that  he 
would  never  play  cards  with  her  cousin  again." 

"Is  that  so?"  asked  Spurling,  wrinkling  up  his  fore- 
head. "I  half  suspected  as  much.  WeU,  it  complicates 
matters,  but  it  doesn't  alter  them.  What  appears  to 
have  happened  is  this :  Lavemock  began  by  goading 
Forrester,  who  was  seedy  and  didnt  want  to  play  at  all, 
into  sitting  down  to  &art^  with  him.  Then  the  Colonel 
seeing  that  Forrester  was  losing  and  wasnt  fit  to  play, 
good-naturedly  offered  to  take  his  place;  and  then,  I 
suppose,  the  best  player  won,  or  else  the  luck  went  all 
one  way.  Really,  under  the  circumstances,  I  can't  see 
that  the  Colonel  was  to  blame." 

"  Helen  will  blame  him,"  Miss  Bligh  gloomily  pre- 
dicted. «  That  is,  she  would  if  I  told  her  your  story. 
Does  Captain  Forrester  confirm  it  ? " 

"Yes,  I  understood  him  to  do  so;  but  Forrester  is 
down  with  influenza,  and  he  is  quite  light-headed  now, 
if  he  wasn't  last  night.  Oh,  Tm  alraid  the  story  is 
accurate  enough." 

Miss  Bligh  was  vehemently  certain  that  it  was  not. 
She  asked  to  see  Lavemock's  letter  and  at  once  pointed 
out  that  Colonel  Julyan  was  not  alluded  to  in  it. 

"  Two  things,"  she  declared,  "  are  as  clear  as  daylight 
to  me.  Colonel  Julyan  can't  have  broken  his  word ; 
and,  even  if  he  had,  he  would  have  taken  very  good  care 
not  to  wui  his  guest's  money.  Depend  upon  it,  he  is 
accusing  himself  in  order  to  screen  Captain  Forrester, 
who  probably  did  win  a  lot  of  money  and  wh..  would 
naturally  be  dismayed  at  the  horrible  result  of  h.«  having 
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agaimt   the  sober  co  irron    se..st   of  SurMon-Maio? 
Spurling,  who,  notwith.Uadinp  a  ..ncere  T^^n      -J 

quixotic  fashion  attributed  to  him  «wurcUy 

h^i!*^^:  fh^'"a;it  tr^^'^  r-^. '' 

be  beastly  disagreeable  for  the  poor  Colonel  ^t  L^ 

b.fi.rds"SS:rrea^i-:"^?,^i^^^^^^^^  i 

»--  young  man  cutting  his  thL  JeTTol"::' 

JMow  I  dont  mind  confessing  that  just  at  th»  ell 
moment  it  did  cross  my  mind  tLt  the  Sne  ^ht  S 
deceiving  me,  because  I  had  taken  it  f™  ™'K'»"» 
Forr^ter  was  the  culprit,  if  any£^;*cJlTi''': 
culpnt ;  but  when  I  came  to  think'^t  over,  I  sTw  ^^ 
that  tiieoiy  wouldn't  hold  water.     No-  all  thlT,    f 

to  J^lLurt  Wt' df  JTd  '^  ''t '''''-' 
Helen  ,  I  see  now  t  J'^  t  Zut  "^^^  '^^ 
bear  eve^  won!  I  have  reTZ^l'r'olltS 
pve  her  my  opinion  of  the  whole  bi^iness."     "^      "^ 

bett^"^  ra""^."'"'"'*'^"^  •*'«"»-h  the 
to  n^"  W  L  ' '"  °^  '*■«  '^""Id  '^''b  to  speak 

Mis.  Bligh  nodded  and  moved  toward,  the  door ;  but 


m 
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with  her  band  on  the  lock  .he  halted  wd  turned  «n^A 

w..^.ho^ji-ri„rcotT;x,' 

fed  as  ,f  I  were  going  to  mmtler  «,™ebody  I "       ^• 

patt&rtie^S^Srr j  5;r 

andl  know  you're  no  coward  sl„     T^  l*"!  «  aU  that, 

be  cheered  up  bv^  wL  fi^     Y^        '  ^"^  """'  '^""'d 

Nothing  would  have  given  Mi™  H1,-„K j.      , 

than  to  coax  or  extort  thi^^^lT'u?^'^ 

when  Ae  returned,  her  dSed  S  ^  U  T  ^°"''  """^ 

"  Oh.  ye,,  of  c^ur.  shT  wa,  S^^l   "Z.*^" 
distressed,"    the    baffled    .J      *««l<b!ly  „p«rt  «„d 

wouldn't  have  bLn  Hell  iHT'.^P""^'  "•»>*  i* 
.ffair  long  bef^",  ttd  ^'ftv  S^  "^^  """"'^ 
her,  and  when  once  Helen  ZTl  i"^!"/  "  *" 
•nything  or  anybody ! » ^  ^*'  """'^  "^^ut 

a.k:d'tStg'-"^  "-'^  ^"'-^  o^  the  Colonel,  eh  r 
said.     I  shouldn't  have  keot  von  IT  "  *°  ^^*  ' 
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'Tn.  not  «ure  that  it  .C     ^^^  ""^  ""t-" 

when  I  can  ? "  ^"  ^  ^°°^  you  up  again 

"  I  wish  you  would !  "  Mim  ri;  u 
«=«««««»•  «  You're  a  ,ort  nf  f  '^''""'^'  "^^^  «"»« 
*l-t  I  «haU  need  bX^g  i'^"'  '  '"•-* 
■n  one  sense  and  so  much  in  annt^  .u""^'  '*  ""  «We 
into  a  shapele»  nun  „1L  ,""'*''':  ^*  ^ '^all  crumble 
with  somebody.  And  foHhl  "*  ^"^^  "^^  ^er  over 
nobody  but  you."  ^'  '"'""*"*  ^^ere  seems  to  be 

J-l  «-n  on  'hegol*c^Va;ttKd  T>  '^''° 
vanous  matter  to  attend  to  S  l  "?.°  ^  '^^ 
M«denhead.  The  first  and  tond  :?f  '^^  *« 
evemng  paper,  we«  out  by  LT  t^*"""  °^  *e 
P~ldingtonVand  all  m^e  iL  f  !""'  ^'^^  ^'  ««**d 
by  a^ouncing  in  %  Sr<"E:°C^ 
The    Eam    of    Lavebnock     R,™  ^^'^  •» 

T™.   as.,.E.s."    MentTon    o^f^TC  d  w"'    " 
eonn^tion  with  the  melancholy  evenTthL    ""^    '" 
yet;  butofcou,^  there  would  r^'^^""  T*"" 
man  has  resolved  to  put  an  en7»T"     V"^'  ^^en  a 
becomeobliviousof  immedil  "^       ^"^^'  *»"'<»  ^e 
I-vemock,  not  a  l^  Su^  f?"'"'^  *°  "^^''"  ? 
-M*  than  the  «st^  Tw^^  ^7?  ^  """^  "■"- 
avoided  referring  in  hiTw   \  *^*  *"  easily  have 
g  «■  Hw  last  written  statement  to  an 
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incident  which  wm  bound  to  damage  hi,  host's  ch««cter 

ment  at  aU  !  However,  it  is  vain  to  deplore  what  cannot 
be  '"•done  and  Spurling,  briskly  turning  his  attention 
to  what  could  be  done,  like  the  practical  man  of  action 
that  he  was,  lost  no  time  in  reporting  himself  to  Colonel 
Julyan  whose  clouded  brow  lightened  a  little  at  the 
sigbt  oi  him, 

I  A  fw"?  ^^"^  ^'""^  forgotten  anything,"  he  said.  « I 
eft  ttat  letter  at  Margeiy  Vernon's  door.  Better  not 
to  interview  her,  I  thought.  Then  I  went  to  St.  James's 
Square  and  saw  Miss  Bligh,  who  broke  the  news  to  Miss 
Monk.  Then  I  l*ked  up  the  lawyers  and  made  afew 
more  necessary  arrangements.     How  is  Forrester  ?  " 

H*tlier  bad,  I  am  afraid,"  answered  Julyan.  "He 
has  been  delirious  ever  since  you  left,  and  beseems  to  be 
in  a  good  deal  of  pain." 

"That  will  pass.     He'll  be  much  better  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  I  ve  got  a  nur.e  coming  down  to  take  care  of 

Jr*  u  Trl^  P^"""  *"  '""''  ^'^  y«t  "While, 
though.     All  this  is  awfuUy  rough  upon  you.  Colonel." 

„.  AT'f  i"?"^°'*  '»  the  house  is  no  very  serious 
misfortune,  Julyan  remarked.  "As  for  ottier  mis- 
fortunes, I  suppose  it  must  be  said  that  I  have  brought 
them  upon  myself.  I  suppose  that  is  what  Miss  Monk 
Ola  say  r 

"Well,  I  didn't  see  her." 

1'  ^"*  ^^  ^17'  »"*^*  circumstances,  doesn't  she  ?" 
Yes,  I  told  everything  to  Miss   Bligh,  who  went 

chance  of  Mis.  Monk's  wishing  to  see  me.     HowVver,  it 
seemed  that  she  had  no  questions  to  ask  ;  so  I  left."  ' 
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afterapau^..  "•  ^^^ '^«»'^'   Juljan  observed, 

was  indeed  the  case  that  ZT^  ^      •"■"' '«''  "f  " 

vituperation.  Of  the  latSt.  "IT  ''^'^'^'-  '^ 
»hare  e:.  long  from  otVer ^L^  ""f  T"^'y  S^  h» 
thathedidlt  ^Jatu't^tr'  Sl'^r  *"*'"■"'' 
not  very  successful.  I„  orfer  to  L  .,  ^"''^^"W  *■« 
public  opinion  one  mJ^tW  "^"^'^  'ndifFerent  to 

life  whi^  i.  „ot  ifaWe  tTT^^'^"^  '^^'"^  of 
Julyan  was  ve^  f  JZ^  ti^T^-^  *'^''^'  »'» 
the  chill  brea^of  dispute  ^T"!  TT^  '^^ 
Ws  whole  manner  of  e^t  "\^*'^'  ^^  P««uits, 
of  a  certain  class  CXch"'"^^'""'^  "P  -«>  those 

-ue-would  mean^l^'thrrr:;"'^^  "^^ 
h'm.    All  his  byzone  sins  W  "'^ ''"»«  death  to 

of  those  which  ^ZZl  ^,  J  Tf"  "'^  "'^^•y 
taotly  admi^dranTSo^fT'l  (^^j^"  *%  ^i^^ 
and  her  like  Jg^TllT^t  h^"^  ^'"'^^'^  ^°» 
had  ever  doubted  or  W*u^  "^^  ^■"' »°body 
doubting,  that  S^;°'i^2;»'-ll-t  -use    fo^ 

conventional  acceptation  of  tLTtLr^^^'T.'"  *^ 
U".fora.^i,«.,,^,„„^-^^^^..tw„ 


jl 
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believed  himwlf  one ;  but  in  reaUty  he  ww  «om«fi..„ 

of  .  i«.timent«lirt,  «,n,ething  of  «  d,^  *"^« 

«  .commanding  officer  had  often  been  di^i^^  2th 

numoer  of  them  as  witnesses  to  character  ifthpJUTii^ 
h«  any  use  in  doing  so.    B.t  JZ^ICTZT^ 
none;  nor  indeed    would   the    occasion    .W-     o 
-qu^ceofideasl«ihin.to.nir^i,^«-     *'""' 

ioSd  ^!^2        "  '*  '"'^^»I-««ble  that  she 

«i2JiJ^S!ti:^'™"^  """""^'^  ".ther  not  have 

Jnlyan  considered  for  a  moment     "T  ♦«!,-  ,*«     v 

spuriing  S't.r'it  ..T'd"*"  "rr " 

^d  ^  hafCt  it'dar/^this'ietwii'':^!; 
object,  one  would  like  to  know  ?  "         ""^  •  "^'"^  ^nat 

«Tlat'8  more  than  I  can  explain.     Perhac  in  h., 
from  defeating  his  object,  which  was  to  hold  W^  c^S 
IS  ■"  '?f  "^  ^«  -"W  l-y  leading  th emTSw 
t«n  to  enlighten  his  cousin  and  let  her  pay  his 


SPURLING  AS  A  BUTTRESS 

Spurling  gazed  curioiuly  at  the  «n».l,         ,x 
•ware  that  Julyan  had  ml  &:«  ^    '•    ""  """  '^^U 
a  true  friend  ti  Uv^^k    t     *""*  ^  *^P^"f 
B%h  had  said  about  ^!^    '        '*'°'"»'«>-ed  what  Mi» 

to  Helen,  «nd  ittlt iT'-^f  u'""'  '^"«'^- 
j-wt  about  them  J"  likj  ""!"^  *^*  Julyan  wa« 

""ch  a  promise         "^'■''"'^1^°  "» the  world  io  bi«A 

that  you  id  hivrrfferr''^'"'"'^ "  '■"  *°  «>« 

J«st  night ! "  ^  *°  P%  "^th  Laveraock 

do  you  mean?  WeU  J'  f.  ^  ^^'"^'"^ '"  ""^  1«»^ 
-d  fix,m  one  point  o^^";  t  hri"""*^''  ""  ^'"'^ 
Still,  there's  no  telUng.  C  We  \"  '"**^  "''''*«^«^ 
«>  foil  of  tragic  elements  Zf^  °f'  ''*""«'»'  ^^ 
«*vice  by  iWeninghT^w  /  """^^  ^''  "^""^  '^°'  • 
«tuatio„:  at  any  «£  "'^  r^"!;*' ""''  ^"^  ^onk'. 
P-eive,  somebiy  tn  ^rt'l  T'  '^^'  ^o" 
poise  and  counterpoise  whS-l"  f  F^'  "y"**'"  »' 
»  Providence,  soSSy  ^.^.r.  ""'^^  ""*  '*1^«^'' 

W?:itrthSg;rSt^  ^^-^t  ^e  n,u.t  go  and 
Stoicism  and  insensKi  f' """"'  "«*««  shocked, 
-ot  help  think'g  ti7t^  Corr"'  '"'"'«"^ 
defensive  armour  «,mpf        !  "^*  P*^"  "^  «>«* 

of  good  tiT  *"""  ^^'^'^  the  bound«i« 
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maegkby's  bev«noe 

2IJ1K  "*  •'""""^  "-"n^'  ^ho  had  had 

^veral  hon««  engaged  at  that  meeting  and  who  ^ 
«"d  to  have  .ncurred  di««ter  on  the  turf  would  i^  Z 

to  unfold  respect  m?  which  wp  «».  „*         ""^"We 

^i.-^'Hr  ^"^  -^  a: 

morTfJ      ""','V^PPy  young  nobleman  who  is  „o 

H;^Sg:ft£r^'"^«'^'  -*  --'-«'«^  '-^^ 

u2Z^  the  above  indi«=reet    statement    and 
to«ed  the  paper  over  to  Spurling,  remarking,  with  a 
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SpurUng  pulled  .  «      f  , 

"««  then,  up.  I  ^^^  'f^- .  Oh,  met  likely  Ae 
n,outh  «hut ,  but  I  K  t  ";j  ""*'  *°  ''^P  ^ 
doesn't  matter  much  ,T„1  ""f^^  ^^^^  ^  it 
■"•de  puWic  p«::^5  r"'  -•^'TtWng  will  have  to  be 

f  rSt^SSpS;^"'-*''""*''*-  H. 

play  with  Lavemoek  at\ll  T  ,?  ^"""^  ""*  ^"^  to 
he  had  to  be  ^L      Suc^""''^  "°*  """^  -*'  ''"* 

ev2t°^r^uZl/S*^^nhaWn«Po^,„, 
appear;  so  perhaps  the  lel^"  .„,•  ^°^'""  ^°'  him  to 
Wn,  in  conn^ion  w,?h  tt^r    '?  ^  ""-^  '  "«'''«  "^ 
"  Well-ves  ■"  <!      r  "^"'  **^  hetter." 

"A.«n,atter;fferrm' ^u  "  "*"«  ''""''tfully. 

hi».  and  I  ^ust  an?;i™  „t"^  ^J^^  ""^^  --t  to  hei 

but  m  do  what  rZ     w"        °°'  *'"'*  ^"■•"ked; 

adjournment,  if  possible."-  """"^  ^'^  *"  *^°'d  «» 

More  and  more  clearly  did  r„l 
*a«  the  one  thing  w2  tou^  f"  '^''^  "^*  ^''''t 
Now  that  he  was  u^  T  ^I"  *°  **  "^™ded. 
ftatement  on  oath,  "rdiffi^r  "^  ^^''S  *  Wse 
inhere  in  all  false  stetemetf^*'^  ""^  -^"^^  "hich 
to  him,  and  he  did  nSlke  If!:.  '"T'»«Jy  "ppai^nt 
«>no«eH  compun^^Luf  !!/^"'^°//hatFo^r, 

■"ight^vealuniretmL?    "jf"""^    ''^    ^^' 

--»  no  d«ad  of  an/Sri"!/"'  *''  T '  ^^  '-^ 

}      "8  ^.  and  he  was  glad  to  find 
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thj  h.  iMft  complete  con,m«d  of  hi.  nem  ud  U. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  accommod.ting  •  .wwm  of 
^t^  police  .uthonties,  wit„e«e.  «d  ir  .^ 
Colonel  Julyan'.  cottage,  it  had  been  an»n~d  thai  ti^ 
tequ^t  daould  be  held  in  a  neighboZ^^btU 

tomaiy  formality  of  viewing  the  body,  the  proceed^, 

ETen  n  V  ^  *^'"«  '"'  '•^  t°  »>«.  no  doubt. 
Even  now  hi.  portly  form  .eemed  to  be  heavinJ^  in 
antiapation  with  ^.e  «  righteous  indignation  -p2tL" 

The  first  witnes,  to  be  called  wa«  Uvemook'.  valet 
who  depo.^  to  having  left  hi.  late  Z^^   ^^^I' 

t  yetd°"t^°''t  Z*^'  momingof  the  p^Z 
day.  He  had  then  jurt  been  told  to  open  a  pint  bottle 
of  champagne  and  to  go  to  bed.  It  i^ght  haveXln 
about  half  an  hour  kt*r  that  he  had  v^Ln^^^^ 

time  at  which  he  wished  to  be  caUed,  and  he  had  been 
upon  the  point  of  knocking  at  the  door  when  he  hIS 
he«d  a  heavy  feU  inside  the  room.  He  hid  illt 
urned  the  handle  and  had  been  horJJ:i  ^  i  h" 
^nlsh,p^y,„g  on  the  ground,  with  hi.  throat  cTfi.: 
ear  to  ear  He  had  immediately  rushed  off  to  summon 
Surg^n-Major  Spurling,  who  was  asleep,  bTZ 
jumped  up  and  without  a  moment's  los,  of  time  aedm" 
I«>.ed  him  to  hi.  loid.hW.  i^n,.  NothingrhoZ" 
c-ld  be  done;  death,  he  u„der.tood,  musXT^^ 
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«e  next  witnesg  w««  «,  *  '  "■*•"  «*  time,. 

detenn,Mtion  to  have  nT^  "S^^  ^  '"**'»  «ite«ted 

J^ve  taken  puT.  i!  ,  f'^^  P^^^  ''Wch  wa,  .uZL""* 
^"  W,e£^,'';*  t^<-W  state  ..  .  £,^^^ 

T^  upon  p].yiJ  ;''^'^,  1-ven.ock  who  S 

•dActed  to  drink     It  .     ^.    ,     •"*  P»«ent  had  C 
I  "^habitual  o^td^^^i^  f^.  f'^^  «  tSI^ 

A  man  in  hia  rtite  of  h^tH,     uTP^'^J'  "h-tte^rf 
«t«me  dep««i„„,  and^*L  "   '".^  f'""  *"  ^W 

I  «  ^'^^'«  ^""•"If  while  Wr  tt. 
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inftieiioe  of  them.  It  would  not  be  at  all  incorreet  to 
deacribe  luch  acceawi  of  despondency  ai  temporary 
derangement.  He  could  not  tell  whether  or  not  the 
lone*  alluded  to  in  the  letter  which  he  had  read  hod 
been  the  cUrect  cause  of  what  had  followed ;  the  letter 
■eemed  to  imply  the  existence  of  others.  They  might 
have  been  a  contributory  cause,  no  doubt.  Well,  the 
last  straw,  if  anybody  thought  that  expression  applicable. 

Further  evidence  confirmatory  of  the  valet's  testimony 
having  been  given,  the  Coroner  observed  that  at  this 
stage  it  would  have  been  desirable  to  call  Captain 
Forrester  of  th«  Fusilier  Guards,  who  had  apent  the 
evening  with  Colonel  Julyan  and  the  deceased,  and  who 
had  been  present  in  the  latter's  bedroom  shortly  after 
the  tragic  occurrence  had  taken  place.  He  understood, 
however,  that  that  young  officer  was  seriously  ill  in  bed. 
Surgeon-Major  Spurling,  who  was  attending  him,  had 
handed  in  a  certificate  to  the  eflect  that  he  was  physi- 
cally and  mentally  incapable,  for  the  time  being,  of 
replying  to  questions.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
next  person  to  give  evidence  would  be  Colonel  Julyan. 

In  supplying  that  full  description  of  Colonel  Julyan's 
appearance  and  demeanour  which  they  knew  that  their 
readers  would  expect  of  them,  the  newspaper  reporter, 
agreed  that  he  was  as  calm  and  collected  as  if  the  recent 
catastrophe  had  had  no  personal  interest  for  him.  One 
of  them  thought  himself  warranted  in  using  the  adjec- 
tive "callous";  others  were  content  to  remark  upon 
the  cool  detachment,  «  whether  genuine  or  assumed,"  of 
the  tone  which  he  was  pleased  to  take  up ;  all  received 
the  impression  of  an  uncommunicative  and  somewhat 
ungracious  witness.    The  fact  was  that  he  had  to  walk 
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»«  to  volunteer  no  info!!.-      ^*  P'""'  ^'>  ^°»gbU 

"*t  1«  did  not  ci«tw^'L^'""'":'«'lJ-»7  the  idea 
»i«ht  be  fonninKnil  ^'"  ''^'  "P'"'""  they 
"»t  he  h«l  exprLedT".         ""  '''^'«  t™^.  he  «ud 

h«  objection  to  be  ovemd^      i^^f  ''  ^^^  '^"^'^ 
had  «emed  to  him  bestTZn  thT'l  r'*"'  '*«"'«  >* 
-"■hcof  his  guest    N;  Thi     ':°''''*°'^^'"«'t<'«'e 
««t  •"<*  compliance  2h    el^^r""^  t"  him 
^nsequence.  for  hi,  guert     r^-  ?""  """*  t'lrible 
^n  high;  they  h«i  Tt  h„.         I."^^  "■*  "^-k^  had 
^- ;  he  wodd^cZt  dtti"''  "^^  °'  '•'■'  '^"'-^ 
of  «  man  in  Lord  Laven^o^kf  LI"''      '°*  °"  *^«  P^ 
0'  .uch  rtakes.    He  St  tST  '*""*«  *°  P^ 
"huge  ,„m  "  spoken  of  in  the  1^^    .    w"""""*  "^  ""e 
^oi  not  even  app,^«,°t*J,^  ''^jj- *°  M-'Jor  Spurh„g. 
"nemorandum  of  ft.    n„,2"  i.^  ,^  ""^  ''«Pt  any 
"^t  of  it  a.  a  debt  due  tf  Jf  ^°"  ""^  «>knowledg^ 
exjuoriina^,  but  it  tllS^io  J^^^P"  ^hat  ,£ 
had  known  the  deceased  in^T.  ,     **  ^  *»*■     He 
numb^  of  y^^  '^-^y  for  a  conside«S 

•«^  heen  hi.  comman^ng  o£  r*  °'  ''^''^  he 
P^^  •  certain  deg«l  ff  f^  ^""'''y  '■^  had 
"^cient  to  prevent  hET^  ""*  °^«'  him.     Not 

J^  night  of'his  «f:'i*2--f  himself.     OnZ 
dnnking,  but  had  noU^nil"'.'*''  "''«ht  have  been 

plated,  he  would  have  tak™  '*"^*  '^"te'n- 

He  had  h«l  no  .uchIreS^!"^"*'°"«y  "»-««»• 
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Upon   the   above  and  other  replies  of  a  similar 
character  the  Coroner  had  visible  difficulty  in  abstaining 
from  adverse  comment     He  frowned,    blew  out  his 
dieeks,  drummed  upon  the  table  with  Uunt  fingen  and 
was  evidently  growing  more  and  more  angry  with  the 
supercilious    Colonel,   who,   though    not  overtly  dis- 
coiuteous,  spoke  to  him  as  to  an  inferior  and  rather 
unintelligent  being.    This  was  just  what  Julyan  wanted ; 
but  it  was  not  at  aU  what  the  dismayed  Spurling  wanted. 
To  Spurling's  mind  the  Colonel  was  behaving  most 
unwisely  and  unnecessarily.    The  facts,  as  they  stood, 
were  ugly  enough^  in  all  conscience ;  why  the  dickens 
enhance  their  ugliness  by  exhibiting  them  in  the  lurid 
and  essentially  &]se  aspect  of  a  premeditated  plan? 
Because  that  was  what  the  Colonel,  whether  he  was 
aware  of  it  or  not,  was  doing.     Moreover,  there  was  in 
all  probability  worse  to  come.     Seated  at  the  &r  end  of 
the  hall  was  a  motionless,  saUe-cIad  figure  towards  which 
Spurling  kept  casting  uneasy  glances.    A  thick  ciape 
veil  concealed  Margery's  features ;  but  he  imagined  them 
distorted  by  grief  and  rage,  and,  knowing  what  she  was, 
he  felt  very  sure  that  her  impulse  would  be  to  take 
venge«sace  upon  somebody.     He  was  strongly  tempted 
to  go  and  whisper  a  few  words  of  caution  in  her  ear ; 
but  he  could  hardly  venture  to  give  himself  the  air  of 
prompting  a  witness.     Indeed,  for  anything  that  he 
knew— not   being  very    familiar  with  the  rules  and 
procedure  in  force  at  courts  of  inquiry — ^he  might  not 
be  permitted  to  do  so.    It  was  at  least  something  that 
she  did  not  appear  to  be  excited,  and  it  was  also  a  very 
fortunate  thing  that  there    had    been  no  encounter 
between  her  and  Miss  Monk  at  Colonel  Julyan's  cottage. 
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"he  would  «foun^Tao^  °"l?  *°  '"^  *»  ««t 
linen.  "*"'  *""*  Public  washing  of  dirty 

Ikying  .  white.  dZTw  ^L'^''  ^«  -a.  L 
("By  Jove!  Iiowqaicu/t^„^"«'  1"  "  '^^'>^''  «=»P 

--.eh^?.,XToSt"L?S^i 

-^ir^d^jo^r^^d:^^^^^^  ». 
^^^rCwvSid^^,-^--^ 

did  not  assume  mj  title--"  ^"^^  «*»"».  I 

lie  Coroner  raised  his  hand.     «w,„ 

I  thmk  I  had  better  examSTii.  J^rt"'!' °*^ ' 
»>«ke  any  fUrther  sta^  -  ^  '*^'''**«  »«&«  you 

to  P«duoe  a  letter  «?d  Z^  "'t'"' ^^"^  ««1»"»W 
V  her  late  husb«dT«„Sia^:!  JT"  "^Wto  her 

fi"^  Ae  objected.  aSSit'?'"''*'"*^  A* 
-obody  but  he«df  bTfin.^  ^"  '""^  ^''^^ed 
Aow  it  to  theZo;er  thtS.*''  ""  P^-^^^  *» 
"P„«d  r^tun^ed  it  t:?er:t;SLr'"* ''  ''"''^  '* 
^  aonot  think  thaf  ft.,ti.    ^^ " 
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may  aay  that  it  oontaiiu  no  direct  announoement  of  n 
mtention  on  the  part  of  the  writer  to  put  an  end  to 
himsdf,  although  it  appears  to  anume  that  the  recipient 
would  shortiy  find  herself  unprovided  for.  The  remain- 
ing observation*  are  of— er— a  domestic  nature." 

One  of  the  jury  wished  to  know  whether  the  letter 
purported  to  be  addressed  by  a  husband  to  his  wife,  and 
the  Coroner  replied  that  it  did  inferentiaUy,  if  not  in 
eiphcit  terms.    The  point  was  not  important. 

The  witness,  having  related,  in  answer  to  questions, 
how  she  had  dined  with  her  husband  at  Maidenhead  on 
the  last  evening  of  ^us  life  and  how  she  had  subsequently 
pwted  from  him  at  Colonel  Julyan's  house,  was  asked 
whether  he  had  said  anything  which  could  lead  her  to 
suppose  that  the  idea  of  suicide  was  in  his  mind. 

«  Yes,"  she  replied ;  »  he  did.  He  said  that  if  he  was 
found  with  his  brains  blown  out  in  the  morning,  it  would 
be  because  he  had  los,,  more  money  at  cards  that  niirht 
than  he  could  pay." 

Tie  Coroner  looked  grave.  "Did  you  i«gaid  those 
words  as  being  seriously  spoken  ?  "  he  inquired. 

«  WeU,  I  never  thou^t  he  would  do  it  He  often 
talked  like  that,  and  he  was  not  quite  sober  at  the 
time." 

"Lady  Lavemock,"  resumed  the  Coroner,  after  a 
pause,  "you  spoke  just  now  of  your  late  husband  as  a 
murdered  man.  That  was  a  rather  singular  expression 
to  employ.  I  ought  perhaps  to  ask  you  what  you 
meant  by  it" 

"Just  what  I  said,"  returned  Maigeiy,  wising  her 
voice  suddenly.  «  My  husband  was  ej>  gaidj  murdered 
•sistandhere.    And  there,"  she  added,  throwing  out 
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of.  smile  u^nhiJ^^'^K'^^  "^^^  *^«  ««»^ 

woods,  tTthis  ^^TZt^  "l'^  *^"«''  «»« 
M«Ke.y  went  on  to  dZ,!  „"'*'^*  ""^-^  ^^ 
averred,  had  been  W  ,^v^*  ^  '^  '^ho,  as  Ae 

Colonel  Julyan  ih.^^'Z"LS^'  ""  '^"^ 
gambling  which  had  p«ved  ^1^  P^""  ^^ 
ColondJolyanwho,  by^^^^  K  '^'^'''"'  '*  ''« 
again,  had  driven  him  to  3^7°°^  "fi^"  and 
Colonel  Julyan  who  h^  ^-      f  •  ""*  '^^P^''  '*  wa. 

nothing  had  MaiJT^^'^^''^^    Not  for 

i-^oTd^^^tS:^  zi  S"h"*v^°"^ 

wath  were  aenuin..  h^^  ''*'■  '^'^tw"  and 

i"  her  voi.CSiS;:^-^„tl^f  ^  ^=^ 

"And  this  robber  and  mS^  It     T  "^ 
a  lying  traitor  into  the  bawZ^T'   '*!,''°™'*  «P.  "  is 
he  gave  me  his  wor^^u   '  **""' ^«»<lay  evening 

<*aiLgehimtod^%,lir  "«  «-«^--^ 
with  Lavemock  that  i^ghT^*  ^""^^  ""t  P%  «*rds 

atZ;?torecrh::^-rs°i3T"-«- 
nriyrthr-ftrr-"^-^"^ 

deliver  a  s^kJ;"     ^''"  *"  ^•^*°  Pveevidence,  not  ti 
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w^  tt«,  w«  IMe  doabt  «  to  the  v«dict  wlrfch 
wouM  be  pnmounoed  outride  them  upon  an  acowd 
^»n  who  ...  not  being  tried,  ^ij^  ^ 
"called^  requ«t  of  the  jury.  «lnJtted  having  „C 

kept  He  added  th«t,«.amatteroffect,ith«dewtDed 
hM  «emory-which  was,  indeed,  tal  U  ft^ 
Wp.™d  that  he  had  been  coj^nt  of  the  la,S^^ 
Wock'.  secret  marriage,  and  although  th^^ 
nothmg  nece»arily  di««ditableto  Wm  iX^rtloZ 

J^i^^'  '°'™.""°'°K  "P.  ol^erved  that  it  might 
Fomrter   but  that  he  did  not  think  it  imperatiW^ 

probably  feelthat  they  had  hearfTmuch  a.  CZd 
fothe.rgmdauce.  He  p„Keeded  to  review  the  ^ 
t«bmony  at  conrid^able  length,  laying  a  good  d^rf 
rt««  upon  tte  medical  evidence  LI,  t^L^, 

m»talcond,t.on  and theantidpatrf  verdict of^Se 
while  temporardy  insane  "foUowed.     The  iurv^rf,«l 

toBn  m  a  fit  rtate  to  play  cards  for  money  durL  the 
Jrt  hour,  of  his  life,  and  that  they  deeply  2,^ 
the  crx^umstances  which  appeared  to  have  LSS 
h«lo«,  of  reason.     The  Coroner  having  dS^S 

m^T^Z^  ""*^'"^"*'  ^press^by  ttf  abot 
nder,  the  proceedings  terminated. 

The  Hebrew  psahnist,  vexed  by  the  apnarent 
F^en  y  of  i^e  ungodly,  found  Wort  Ke 
contemplation  of  their  destined  end-"  Namely"  how 
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*.w-«dd:l^^,„'^.PJ^^P^  -test  th«n 

"moved,  peZu^ce,  SL  tlTT^  ""^^^  «  '" 
««»»«.  «rC^J^r**«d««»  they.     Thi..  of 

•n«t«l  «doffl  of  h^":^      ,^°  '""y  '^th  «>«t  fund.. 

"fleeted  by  bo™    It  2t  "^""^    '^"    '"Sely 

Wl  .  lie;  but  ,^  u^r^^T^r '"""I^^ 
deliberately  decide  "Lra^e  rf?'^  T^  ^°"  ^"^ 
not  to  compkin  if  ™„{!r     .       ''  "'  ***''"8  «>  ought 

wi^ch  befith"  2Sr„r^xTer-«««"  th^it 

l»Ppen  to  overtake  then,    °iJ**''J*^°w  sinners  should 

-^tionofaba^^ent  j^,*^''  -««*  disagreeable 
what  he  h«l  done.  Undlr  IT  ^  **^*''  ^'"y  fo' 
«««  «  «ther  fine  ^gt  do  '  r'^'^^'  "  »>«« 
of  the  case,  he  <S*n^^°'^"*'  fi^""  "^e  natuxe 
beyond  hi,  own  kno^led^Zt^^  "^^  .'^"^^^ 
he  had  served  one  pen^l  u  ^'  '"J"""?  nobody, 
b-  willing  to  .:S:  Z^U^"  St'h  ^""'f.'^^ 
■»«««*  to  fed  in  the  least  Lt?!"  .  '"^  '*"''*  "»* 

fine  thing,  and  that  heS  f^  ""^  T^°  ^  '^-^  • 
•non  who  has  disgraced  uJS/^  """^  "'"  "  ««>««- 
'""b  i.  the  tyrSTt^r^.^  -^"rtunate ;  but 
for  that    ^Ll^'Z      'u'^^.^'^'^'^P 

-o.^t«_otrrsas;-^. 


«  H, 


IM 
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Wh«t  aprofbdan  «rfegg»— what*  prolbaionof  n»tt«  ' 
ones— was  hurled  at  the  hapleai  Colonel'*  head  in  the 
coune  of  the  few  Mowing  days  may  be  imagined.  He 
had  to  see  himself  described  in  print  as  a  corrupter  of 
youth,  a  felse  ftiend,  a  cold-blooded  schemer,  even  as 
a  swindler.  TTiere  descended  upon  him  a  catanust  of 
Anonymous  letters,  testifying  to  the  sentimentality  and 
the  exceeding  silliness  of  that  British  public  which  once 
upon  a  time  was  slow  of  speech  and  which  disdained 
to  trample  upon  the  faUen.  The  post  brought  other 
missives,  too,  which  were  a  good  deal  harder  to  bear. 
These  were  8igne4  by  their  writers,  who  said  or  implied 
that  ibej  felt  bound  to  stand  by  an  old  frioid  in 
adversity.  Not  to  a  single  one  of  Julyan's  correspondents 
did  the  idea  seem  to  have  presented  itself  that  a  man 
whom  they  had  always  known  to  be  honourable  in  all  his 
dealings  could  not  have  pUyed  the  part  attributed  to 
him.  What  they  gave  him  to  understand  was  that  they 
most  sincerely  pitied  him,  that  they  were  sure  he  must 
r^p«t  what  had  occurred  as  much  as  anybody,  and  that, 
for  the  rest,  come  what  might  of  it,  they  were  noUy, 
courageously  resolved  not  to  turn  their  backs  upon  him. 
He  laughed  a  little,  winced  a  little  and  returned  no 
replies.  It  only  remained  to  tranquillise  the  con- 
valescent and  sorely  disquieted  Forrester,  from  whom 
newspapers  could  no  longer  be  withheld. 

When  the  young  man  realised  what  had  come  about 
with  his  half  voluntary  connivance,  he  declared  that  there 
was  only  one  thing  to  be  done.  He  was  not  yet  strong 
enough  to  leave  his  room ;  but  he  could  put  himself 
in  communication  with  the  authorities,  he  could  write  to 
the  papers  and  a  monstrous  injustice  could  be  repaired. 
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«««.  that  z,t  I  s*  r  T  °°*  ^  ^"^  *•« 

imDeniti.nf     i7        X,  °  ,     ™>«uaerg,  and  I  am  quite 

worirr4^-^i't';«>-t'«  the  .a, of  the 
t«.  ^-    ™Pf»»«-    Help  lame  dogs  over  stUes  and  it's 

^atTo^r  z."^;  S  "^^^  ^- «-^'- 

one«ts  for^*^  ^  remember  exactly  what 

exnected  t«^  T^  \     *  '  ■"""*  ^7  «>«*  I  Iwnlly 

w^^'totS.^*^  ''^  ^^  ^^  ^'^^  '^- I 

«My  good  man    they  would  have  no  choice     A 
«i-t«lg«.tleman.    Loot  l^^t^^t^rthlr,^ 
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■  been  done  cant  poMUy  be  undone.  It  may  have  heat 
immoral  {  but  I  thought  it  jurtiflable  at  the  time,  and 
I  think  ao  stilL  IW.  public  hubbub  will  loon  Mow 
over ;  other  aenwtiona  crop  up  and  the  stale  ones  are 
forgotten.  My  case,  remember,  isnt  half  as  bad  as 
yours  would  have  been,  because  I  am  not— Heaven  be 
praised!— engaged  to  a  young  lady  of  umbrageous 
instincts.  I  grant  you  that,  in  spite  of  some  defects, 
»he  IS  an  extremely  charming  young  lady,  and  I  hope 
to  see  you  very  happy  with  her  before  long.  Now  axe 
you  going  to  be  sensible  and  keep  silence  ?" 

Forrester  sank  ,back  upon  his  pillows  and  groaned. 
« I  dont  know  what  to  say,"  he  confessed.  « It  looks 
as  if  I  couldnt  speak  out,  and  yet  I  don't  see  how  I  am 
to  sit  down  under  this.  I  wish  I  could  consult  some- 
body else!" 

"  Well,  you  can^  Not  that  anybody  out  of  a  lunatic 
asylum  would  advise  you  otherwise  than  as  I  have  done 
Now  there  are  three  things  for  you  to  bear  in  mind, 
I^ :  firstly,  that  this  has  been  my  doing,  not  yourj, 
throughout ;  secondly,  that  it  is  irrevocable,  and  thirdly 
that  I  shaU  regard  any  further  aUusion  to  it  on  your 
part  as  an  unfiiendly  act." 


CHAPTER  XIX 

TWO   DNJIANAOBAMJt   WOUN 

gnef,  horror  and  amazement  with  which  Helen  h«Kf 

Slrl^^ '  '^^  ^^^  ^^^  ''"»*>'  that  L  hS 
Zr.^li^'."^  norever  whoUy  tn«ted  him,  «t 
?ril?""J*'"'" ''•'*" '^«'"d'l°"«  both,  and-^ 
^  to  be  beheved  that  while  Ae  and  he  h«l  be;n  hold^ 
&.«.%  converse  on  the  river  that  evening,  he  had  be^ 
mejtata^  an  «rt  of  the  blackest  perfil;?    CouldlJ 

viat  short  had  been  «mply  impatience  to  feU  upon  h^ 

il  K  '^*  »•«»-»  broken  a  solemn  pTrnt 
fere  could  be  no  doubt,  and  that  was  unpardonaWe 
but  surdy  when  he  shodd  be  given  an^^L' 
to  speak  for  himself,  he  would  have  somT^of 
extenuation  to  plead!  So,  although  Helen  list^S  fa 
acquiescent  silence  to  the  diatribTof  Lady  Ebett 
OnconsolahleatthelossofhernephewandlheSS 
to  ^srr*.f ''^'  ^^  '^*^''"«^  *^  .bsoluterre^ 
Si^  SLh    i      P-^r *^-  theory  put  forLrd  1^ 

^^f^i       ,  ~"^''  "°*  '»'^*^  "^P*  *  theory  whil 
"eemed  to  her  almost  more  far-fetched. 

8W 
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ftit  the  wport  of  the  inquert  and  of  the  acoompMiTiiiK 
wvekfaon.  WM  fi^l.  Colonel  Jnlyan'.  bittereet  enelw 
«wM  have  aoid  nothing  worn  of  him  that  what  he  him- 
uCf  f  ™'^'^*^ly  •*»«'•«».  «wd  hi.  admiidon  that 
He  had  been  aware  of  Lavernock'.  marriage  gave  the 
niewure  of  hia  duplicity.  «  Knowing  a.  he  did  what  I 
took  to  be  my  duty,  he  couldn't  have  kept  such  a  thinir 
«  that  from  me  if  he  had  been  commonly  honert? 
Helen  thou^t,  without  asking  herself  what  poMble 
motive,  save  loyalty  to  Lavernock.  he  could  have  had 
for  concealing  it. 

Sometime,  she  pondered  how  he  liked,  or  rather  how 
he  could  endure,  the  lucubration,  and  stricture,  of  the 
newspaper^  under  which  d»e,  for  her  part,  chafed  and 
wnthed.    That  her  name  Aould  be  dragged  into  print 
md  her  family  affiurs  impertinently  discumed  to  gr»tifv 
the  curiowty  of  any  Tom,  Dick  or  Hany  who  cared  to 
JMymto  them  seemed  to  her  an  intolerable  abuse  of  the 
hberty  of  the  prem,  and  many  an  editor  would  have  been 
■ent  to  cool  his  heels  in  prison  that  week  if  Miw  Monk 
had  been  entrusted  with  the  authority  over  contemporary 
journalism  which  it  so  badly  need..     One  of  the  weekly 
Fint.  which  came  into  her  hands  some  ten  day.  after 
the  inquest  contained  a  paragraph  which  caused  her  to 
exclaim  indignantly : 

"Is  there  «    way  of  punishing  these  insolent  eaves- 
dn^pers!" 

"That  depends,"  answered  Miss  Bligh,  looking  up 

.7?r*u   *  ^^^'•^''y  "Pon  ''hich  she  was  engaged. 

If  they  re  bbeUous  you  can  bring  an  action  for  libel 

against  them.     Only  I  believe  there's  nothing  they 

enjoy  more."  ' 
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OeLdd  out  he,  h«d  for  th.  paper  «Kl  p«„«d  the 
"""•aingpwgrapli,  which  ran:  i"™"  we 

I«!J^  •*»«*  I;«yernock  tragedy,  which  h«,  already 
A^e  kdy  who  ..Aerit.  her   late   cou«n'.  ert.t« 

e^  n  °',^?!'^  "^'^  ^  '""««»  »"  thVfet*^ 
^^.  It  will  be  inter«,ting  to  hear  in  what  light 
th»  intention  i,  «garfed  by  the  gentleman  who T 
pubhdy  owned  to  having  won  .^  hrgesLot 
money  on  that  occasion."  '  ^  ^ 

^^L^i.''^'^  **'"  Bligh;  "and  the  unfortunate 
thn«  about  thi.  rumour  i.  that  it',  true." 
«h„?l°°^  >t  fa  t™e,"retun,ed  Helen  impatiently 
tat  how  can  it  be  'going  the  rounck'?    I  S' 
^™      'J"-?  "P""  the  subject  to  anybody.t^t 

« Wdl,  my  dear,  that  makes  three,  and  I  can't 
ST  il  ^1  '""^"*  "'  ""^  than  one.  After^ 
?^dL^^'"f^^°"  *""'''  besothin-sS 
J^tin"""    *"""«    ""^    "'•'^  *»  Colonel 

„  rf"^";','^?  *"'''  y°"  "^"^Jy  that  I  would  rather 
not  hear  Colonel  Julyan's  name  mentioned." 

^b  rt  permitted    to  mention  Capt«n  Forrester'. 

"Not  if  you  are  going  to  repeat  your  extravagant 
^T:  t";  ^"J-^'^P'-yeStith'poorlZrk 
a^^„  X^  f '"^*"  '^'^  t°  have  behaved  like 
.gentlemanthix.ughout     No  one  has  dared  to  insinuate 
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tib^hinw.  in  any  WM, «  «»oiiiplic.  in  thtt  durndbl 

»>«to»Uiid  why  It  If  more  iluuiiefy  to  win  thm  to  low. 
or  what  thew  i.  w  pMUcuWly  like  •  gentkmiMin 
having  an  opportune  .ttadc  of  inauen*.  Anditrtrikee 
me,  Helen,  that  you  wouldn't  be  w  bent  upon  wounding 
a  penon  whow  name  I  am  not  aUowed  to  mentiw  tfyou 
weren't— —"  ' 

She  wa.  prevented  ftxmi  concluding  a  wntence  which 
would  have  been,  to  «y  the  leart  of  it,  ill^vi«ri  by 
the  entrance  of  Mr.  Blandfoid,  the  family  lawyer.  She 
gathered  up  her  work  and  left  the  room,  a«  the 
clean-shaven,  white-haired  old  man,  who  had  called  bv 
appointment  to  we  Mia.  Monk,  advanced,  .miling  in  a 
■omewhat  deprecatory  faahion. 

3Mr.  BLmdford  began  by  obwrving  that  he  wa.  glad 
to  be  accorded  a  personal  interview  at  lart.  Under- 
•tanding.  were  so  much  more  eauly  arrived  at  by  word 
rf  mouth  than  by  correspondence,  and  he  thought  that 
Mis.  Monk  wa.  under  a  not  unnatural  misapprehenwon 
a.  to  her  legal  position.  *^ 

«  You  evidently  regard  yourself  as  the  late  Lord 
lavemock's  successor,  and  so,  in  the  ordinary  couiw  of 
things,  you  would  have  been.  But,  you  see,  it  is  now 
an  aicertamed  feet  that  there  is  a  lawful  Countess  of 
Lavemock ;  whence  it  follows  that  there  may  in  due 
r  Lavemock." 


"Surely,"  said  Helen,  "that 
improbable 


in  the  lart  degree 


The  lawyer  raised  his  hands  and  his 


syebrov 


"My  be  so;  reaUy  I  am  not  qualified  to  venture 


'It 


upon  I 
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"»«»»  debts."  "^SMd  to  youp  ktt 

•nd  for  my  own  Z^L^S^'  °"*  **'  "^  "'^  """"y 
nock  owed  .t  ^e  S  rfD;':?  ^^^  «-»  W 
thi.  at  once."  *"'  ''"**^-    ^ikI  I  wi,h  to  do 

it««rt«nth.tIoo^£^'ifftSr?~"?i'  •"* 
number  of  months  m„.f  „H!  m        "^  «>D«dei»ble 

"  Well,  at  any  rate  "  said  Hel«,  «  *u 
of  wWch  the  inioun    Z  ZlJ^  "  "'"•'''^ 
conrider  it,  for  «,vend  r^nT..^.**^  "*  »»«'  «d  I 

"Ah.  you  allude  to^Tb  eS'  T  P""^'" 

ColonelJulyanwill  ,t«t«^  ^  '"'  ""^^  »««  th«t 
that  disast^"!*^*^  ^rr"!J  *^*  »*  -»  °» 
the  inquest,  you  mT^'^^^l^^  ^^P^^^  .t 
»ure  that  it  is  out  of  the  aZti„„  *  absolutely 

A^^^^imp«.bi.r^--;-o^..^ 

"I  w«  going  to  sav  in  -^"W  seem  impossible." 

"  -tteTs^^ni^Ta^'oririfr'*'^"'^-. 
«"wm'.repK!sent«tive"  ^   *<>  «rt  a,  yo„  Ut, 

"BuW  thought  I  had  expUdned,  Mr.  BWfo«i. 
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a»at  It  u  not  a  questicm  of  legal  authority.     Debt,  of 
honour  are  not  recoTCraUe  at  law,  are  they?    You  are 
not  giving  me  your  real  reawns  for  objecting.    What 
you  reJly  mean  is  that  you  do  not  wiA  me  to  be 
depnved  of  a  lai^ge  sum  of  money." 
"  Oh,  I  mean  more  than  that,"  said  the  kwyer 
Helen  smiled.     «  Yes,  I  know-I  quite  unde«tand. 
Hut  I  must  be  the  judge  of  my  own  actions.    Will  you 
whether  you  approve  or  not,  write  to  Colonel  Julyan 
•nd  say  I  wish  to  know  what  is  owing  to  him  ?" 

«  No,  Miss  Monk,  I  will  not,"  replied  Mr.  BLmdford 
tunung  at  bay.'  «  As  your  legal  adviser,  I  must  de-' 

clme  to  do  anything  so  irreguhu-;  as  a  man  of  peace,  I 
be  no  party  to  conveying  gratuitous  insulto;  and 
as  an  old  friend  of  your  family,  I  will  not  help  you  to 
involve  yourself  in  a  rather  scandalous  aifair  with  wUch 
you  have  no  concern." 

«V«y  well,"  said  Helen;  "then  I  must  write  to 
ColonelJulyan  myself.  It  will  be  disagreeable  and 
""mlliating        " 

« I  hope  so,"  interpolated  the  lawyer  drily. 
"  It  will ;  but  you  leave  me  no  alternative." 
"You  have  an  obvious  alternative,"  Mr.  Bkndford 
WM  beguming ;  but  his  voice  died  away  as  the  door  w„ 
«idd«Uy  flung  open  to  give  passage  to  Margery,  who 
ratered  hke  a  whiriwind,  her  Hack  cloak  thrown  back 
from  her  shoulders  «d  her  long  crape  veil  streaming 
out  b^^  her,  whUe  she  brandished  a  newspaper  in 

"Mercy  upon  us,  here  comes  the  other  one!"  he 
ejaculated  under  his  breath.    "Oh,  these  ladies'" 
Margery  caught  Mght  of  him   and  stopped  diort 
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TOO  c«  bear  witn^JtHTf^'or"'"'    "^^ 

1-ve  to  be  at  home  to  ^^^^  ^""  '""''*  ^^^  -^ 

nobody  will  attemnt  V^?-     '  ""I""**  <"«*  that 
they  L  fuIi;^S.i3^^"^«  ^"  "^  y°-  right,; 

-PP0«  you  mean  ZTy^lt^nTdi.'^''^"*'''"-  "' 
^  a  counter',  coronet'  Yrltn.""^  ^«?V*° 
thumb  towards  Mr  Blandft.^  ^-  '  •"^''''^  ''*' 

th.t  He'll  tell  ru,^^^,K,"«'"^''"*^y°« 
»« likely  to  te  ry    ^Ti,^      "*'  1°  '""'^  «"  ">«• 

«  WonM  if  ^T"         ^  *  """"^y  that  I  want" 
M'^J  «k^  P^^ptuou,  th«„"  Mr.  Bland- 
WyUve^oST^      *°  «"!•--  -hat  you  do  want. 

that  I  won't  belSi?i;'"J/°" .!!,  '^'^'^' 
^yhuaJ«Kl-my„J^",tbJ^^-/5^;;^^P-nts 

-l^^-.'Stllf^Sl^t^'  t:^^«  -  Helen 

-ooc«.on.-rto-£^--tL?r- 
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«id  at^S^"^  "°"'  ^^-"^  "  -«^»8  -««>  to  be 

He^\T  """"P**^  *""  """"'"^  '^i»gJy  enough. 
wh„i1^  ^  ,"  «^*  •'^^  °^  t^'-'We  with  ManZ 
^he  took  to  be  msaae,  and  Helen,  if  teS 
^2,  a«gre«ively  sane.  was.  by  hi^  wa^of  thinTg 
too  obstinate  and  perverse  to  be  open  to  reason     «  Lrt 

wiLrj^r  dir  S  ci'^'r^.*-  ^° 

Mar«.™  — .    u-    1  '  "*88"™  *nd  wild-eyed, 

Maigeiy  was  barely  recognisable  as  the  flippant  /ttle 
^  whose   „pudent  stare  had  caused  K  s^S 

ttT  t£l  1*^'  ""r*"  '"'*  "*  ^t '  but  now.  a, 
then  ther«  was  something  about  her  vaguely  menadne 

"You  may  have  guessed  what  brought  me  here,"  she 
b«g»n.  tapping  with  the  fingers  of  on^  hand  ^new 

«  fW^*r  '^"«>''ri»«l,"  answe«d  Helen;  .«l3 
«y  thrt  they  a«,  untrue.  Lavemock's  debt^  musrbe 
p«d.  «d  su^ly.  if  yo,  wiU  consider  for  a  mTm^tyo^ 
will  see  that  I  ought  to  pay  them  "  ^ 

w '« m^ritr^,::^^  with  .lowering 

Whim.a^bi7rSttre^^^- 
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him  to  another  wfy,  bTu  L  1     T  ""^  ""^  *« 
I  make  my  daim.^  It  i  VrT  °°-^*  "^""^  ««* 

that  I  have  ah««ly  inheriteT^      hi"  property  and 

been  his.    Let  me  bTq^te  iC^  ^^'^  *°'^'' J^^*' 

have  m«Tied  him  irhrii^tL"'*^""-    ^  ""ght 

been  fi«,  a.  I  suppJ^.^t^J^V^,  f  ""d  if  he  had 

--ny  him,  and  I  Eot  ^1;^*  '  ""^'  ""^"^  ^ 

^inrgexy  sddom  remained  in  +}.»' .. 
minutes  together.     On  a  ^T,^^       .f^^  ""^  *»■  t^» 
of  her  wXgone  eyl  her  l^"  ""  ""'  '•*  ^""^^^^  ""* 

and-«Didn-t%„?ty2drein^ar''"^  P'*^'"^^' 
"/<Kd!   Ye^Mdhewt  "•  '""''"owing voice. 

He  was  sick  of  me     He  t.  ttT"**-   ^^'  ""*  '«*t«ly- 

t-t  him  any  CweU     SSr  1^^'  ""''  '  """^^ 

I  dont  care  to  hVe  now^w  Zfl"  "°  '^*""'*- 

She  snatched  .  handkerchief  out  „fT^      , 

^lined  c^atnre.  To^t.  2"  pCS'l  ""'"'- 
generations  of  discinlin«^       «       P'^oauc*  of  many 

w-3  distressing  aiTSinlf"'^"'  P^P'^  " 
mortal  shoul^behave  like  t^f??^  1"*'"'  *"*  -"^ 
'hat  womanly  sym^liv  dt^  *  J"*  l^'  ""'*  """l  ^id 
•■-If  to  be'soS^^i^St  ^"^  •""^^ 

-^-therthe^ighL^rkntSLS'^-T^J^t^^ 
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li»bilitiei  had  been  nor,  probably,  fund,  anythinir  like 
•dequate  to  meet  them.  ^^^ 

"I  eyeet  you  had  better  settle  with  the  crediton." 
ahe  »|d  wearily.  But  then,  abruptly  ch«,ging  her 
tone,  "Not  wiU.  Colonel  Julyan,  thoughiNjwith 
that  lying  thief!" 

"With  Colonel  Julyan  before  anybody  elje,"  an- 
aweied  Helen  firmly ;  «  and  jurt  because  he  is  something 
hke  what  you  caU  him.  You  wish.  I  «,ppose,  to  te 
Avenged  upon  him "  rr~^       uc 

"r-n  going  to  be,  if  I  die  for  it  I  ".truck  in  Margery, 
her  ^es  blaang  taoe  moic.  ^ 

"  Well,  I  am  not  rore  that  it  is  worth  while  to  take 

vengeance  upon  a  man  who  is  beneath  contempt ;  but 

at  least  I  cannot  remain  in  his  debt." 

1.  "^^°"  !^  °"^"  "^"^^  M-K^y.  wringing  to 
^ff'  "«»«»  y-  ««  going  to^eS^ 

but  certainly  I  am  going  to  pay  them,  whatever  they 

Tk  S?V°"""'»«»t««l  that  if  we  wanted  to  hmi 
and  humble  bm,  we  could  hardly  do  so  more  effisctuany 
than  by  throwmg  !um  his  gains  and  aUowing  him  no 
excuse  to  pretend  that  he  has  been  a  loeer  through  hi. 
victim  8  death  ?  "  ^^ 

him  hy  stuffing  his  pockets  fuU  of  bank-note.  ?  That 
may  be  yom-  notion  of  revenge,  but  it  im't  mine.  I 
jwnt  to  get  even  with  him!  I  want  to  ruin  him !  Fd 
be  glad  to  die  this  moment  if  I  couU  be  «iie  of  having 
made  him  wuh  he'd  never  been  bom!" 
"I  dont  wonder  at  your  hating  him,"  Mid  Helen 
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q«^;«Ithinkmy«lfth.the«hateM     0»ly,  if 

But  Margery  wa.  not  to  be  pacified     She  broke  out 

though  Helen  and  aU  the  world  were  in  lea^TlZt 
her  they  Aould  find  that  she  could  fightT  h^^ 
hand  and  beat  them  too.     ITien,  without  an  kZrt 

a^T  Helf'^'^.T"  *  '"^'^  "«^  ''^^  ''y  fitting 
If  she  could  help  ,t,  managed,  by  means  of  cold  wat« 
-^-«lt^  and  loosening  the  woman's  cll"^ 

«r"  .  *^  **  "^^^''y  ^'^  "^  prostrated. 

a  rif?"^lf'"'  '°''**"^  ^^'''"y'  "  "*"  «t™«Kl«l  into 
a«ttangporture.     «  Couldn't  help  it.    Tm  ^g  now  " 

in  ir °"^  °°* *?^''  ''^8°'°8  y«*'" Helen  felt  bound 

uToSXt^":"^^'"-^^-^^- 

™i?*,^'"''  ""  r°"P'^'^  ""t  ^thout  some  diffi- 
cully    Man5«7  offering  no  resistance,  but  appearing 

Helen  did  what  Ae  could  to  make  her  comfortable,  sat 
l«»de  her  while  she  gradually  sank  into  a  sort  of  stLr, 
whch  m^ht  or  might  not  be  the  prelude  to  nat^ 
»leep,  and  then,  steahng  softly  back  to  the  diawinif- 
room,  rang  the  bell.  "wwmg 

toZt  ^^  ^^  ^  '""*.*°  **  ^^  »*  °"«'"  *«  »id 
to  the  butler,  who  answered : 
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^i^l^Z^  »««  Bligh  i.  i„  the  ,b^  ^.^ 

"--""•ed  with  curiosity     « A  J  ?     ^7"  ^"-^7 
'Wild  wceive  Cantaii.  P„^      I  wm  to  ask  if  you 

"--7.  If  ihelj"^  „*:  "Z^"^  P-'  of  his' 
7;^  him  during  his  ilh,e«^  it  °  Tf  >!1"'""^««<'» 
been  umnindftl  of  him  Tt  iTi^  ^*^  *"  '"d 
---We  to  write.    S^Zrl^^'^"^'^^^^ 

J""*^  with  satis&rti™  ^  ^f  ^'  "^  *«  told 
pride,  that  fromW  ".t^  ^*^/  T^  ^«»rio«« 
»"«^  but  the  trul    o£r       *^  ^  ''°°"  bear 

batEustaceFomrterwasX^  by  prejudice  or  deludon; 
*««'P««'tly  v!Sjri?^''??"8»'«'orwanl. always' 


CHAPTER  XX 

"«  mTOMENT  OK  8EVKIUL  I,I«TIN.E« 

tell  youTr  ^^,T  "'^"  y°"  "^*^  'DJ-i^'t  I 

triumph  over  the  I^.^tT^  u"^"*  *^'  ""*  «" 
whole  nature.     AT     ^  "^"^  '' f'^'g^  to  my 

never «id  fC  Ztr^i"^"^^  'P"''''*'  "^ 
the  Colonel  delib^^v^  ^"  '^^'^  "°*^°''  that 
Forrester'.  «ke.  ^atT^^-^  """P*^*  "^ '^"^  for 
■nore  behind  all  thi,  Z,  afvi^T^*".  *^*  *^««  » 

•een  since  the  uBinfi,!  „  ™  T  '"''  *^  heard  and 
i-quert.  So  he'^coTTst^r'^*.''""*  "^  ^ 
time  Ie«  for  the  purp.^  rfl^!'-  f*""*  ^"^  «»« 
«  the  hope  of  reL^«lf"'"^*"'™«  «»"fort  th«. 

Stt 
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"Serve*  you  right  if  you  are!"  said  Miu 
nii»ympathi«ngly;  «'you  never  ought  to  have  allowed 
matters  to  reach  such  a  pass.  But  it's  useless  to  cry 
over  spilt  milk.  Your  patient  is  convalescent  now,  you 
say,  and  both  he  and  Colonel  Julyan  have  returned  to 
London?" 

Spurling  nodded.  «  Rather  a  misUke  on  the  Colonel's 
part,  I  can't  help  thinking.  I  wanted  him  to  go  off  to 
Norway  and  fish." 

"Nevermind  that  just  now.    I  gather  that,  fiom  what 
they  have  both  let  fall,  you  have  arrived  at  the  conviction 
that  there's  a  secretJ  between  them  and  that,  if  it  were 
known,  it  wouldn't  redound  to  young  Forrester's  credit" 
Spurling  rubbed  the  beck  of  his  head.    « I  wont  go 
quite  such  lengths ;  only  I  don't  see  why  the  Colonel 
keeps  on  impressing  upon  me  that  I  must  refuse  to 
answer  any  questions  about  the  aflair,  and  I  d<m't  see 
why  he  made  out  such  a  veiy  much  worse  case  for  him- 
sdf  before  the  Coroner  than  he  need  have  done.    As 
for  Forrester,  he's  frightfully  cut  up—thinks  something 
ought  to  have  been  said  at  the  inquest  about  his  having 
sat  down  to  play  with  Lavemock  (1  agree  with  him 
thereX  calls  it  infernally  unjust  thut  the  whole  blame 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  Colonel,  and  so  forth. 
Perhaps,  after  all,  that's  enough  to  account  for  his 
being  so  down  in  the  mouth." 

"Periiaps  it  ;  u't,"  retorted  Miss  Bligh.  "Perhaps 
you  know  it  isn't,  David;  only  you're  too  obstinate  to 
own  that  you  were  duped  by  a  yam  which  wouldn't 
have  taken  in  a  child  of  average  intelligence." 

"Now,  Susan,"  said  Spurling,  drawing  himself  up  in 
his  chair  and  assuming  a  more  authoritativa  mien. 
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we  rtatement  to  which  tJ..  r«i      i   j  *'"« 

w-  tru.  <„  it  ^J^S^'^^'^  ^^P^  «»  o.th 
J^  motive  for  periurimT;-  ,A  ""^  *^  "^^  "« 
tobe.deu.oK^^:^:'''    Itwo„Uh.veh«i 

think  ?^  'TJJ^       *°  '  ^""^  *^'"'  i«  •  SjoJ 

h«d  happened?    Whatif  he  had  Jm %    i^S^    *'"* 
•nay  weU  have  don»  7    u    ■  '^  "»«»  *»  himself-a,  he 

but  that  there  Ctb^^^lS"**  *"•  '^"l  ^  -T  ««. 
for  the  other?    Wilt  ^.T?^^  °"""  *^  '  "*««» 

ReaUy  that  wouldn't  do,  Spurlinirwaaafou,!  ri  , 
Julyan  an  absurdly  modest  mL"^!.  ^^°^'^ 
you're  only  puttir^^^fLT     ""^"""^ !   "Beride., 

tion  that  JoCK^^  ''S.^  -^^  --^ 
tte  Colonel  woidntT^U't*'"'  T"  *^* 
Forrester's  sake?"         ™^«  »*»od  in  the  pdlory  for 

it  only  sho^^W  ?  *  '^'"*  ^"  "  «tr»vagant, 

youTlZ!^^*  ^"  *•"*  '°»°"'  much-how  S 

"^h^S^'^-----"*"°" 
out  Silt;^""'^'^  «"-«•*'  •  little  irHtated  ^ 
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In  offtAin  ways  he  did  oontider  CoIomI  Julyan  tome. 

thing  of  .  hero,  although  he  h.d  never  been  .ccurtoiMd 
to  think  of  Urn  ai  heroic  or  romantie  in  hii  ndationi 
with  the  other  «,  Tte.  ajght,  to  be  ««,  be 
«ievel«^ment«  and  refinement!  of  hetoinn  in  that 
connection  which  miut  remain  incomprehenaihle  to  a 
pl«n  man:  one  come*  aooM  that  lort  of  thing  in 
poem,  uid  play^  hardly  in  real  life.  But  it  i.  never 
ytrj  agiMaUe  to  be  reminded  of  one's  limited  peraep- 
tion.,  and  why  wa.  Sum  Bli|^,  of  all  people,  to  tidk 
down  to  hun  a.  from  sublime  heights  of  appreciation 
•bove  his  nuige?  'Hang  it  all!  there  hadnt  been 
anything  m>  veiy  sublime  or  romantic  about  Susan's 
ctailings  with  her  own  love  affairs  in  days  gone  by. 

«  Y«,  yes,"  he  interrupted,  after  she  had  expatiated 
•wnewhat  farther  upon  her  theme ;  «  but,  admitting  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  or  rather  for  the  sake  of  saVing 
Mgument,  that  you  have  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  wh2 
IS  there  to  be  done?" 

jiZ^f'  «  very  easy  question  to  answer,"  Miss  Bligfa 
MclMed.  "Helen  must  be  undeceived,  and  it  wiU  be 
my  duty  and  yours  to  undeceive  her." 

« I  dont  know  that  we  can.  Moreover,  before  we 
decide  to  upset  the  apple-cart,  let  us  at  least  make  mire 
ttat  the  .nght  people  will  pick  up  the  apples.  The 
Colonel  will  hardly  thank  us  for  our  interference  if  we 
do  the  very  thing  which,  according  to  you,  he  has 
perjured  himself  to  avert,  and  if  we  separate  a  pair  of 
loven,  we  dum  t  get  much  gratitude  from  them  eiSer." 
My  dear  David,  Helen  is  no  more  in  love  with 
youjig  FW«  than  I  am,  and  as  for  him,  his  feeling, 
wtllynetdnt  be  considered.   He  must  indeed  be  a  poor 
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in  •  minute."  *^  *P"%  5  "1  be  oprt«n 

f^Ti„'l"''lt:rre;"i:-^«^-»^ 

Vemon'i  in  the  l,ou-  m        u  '*""■    "M«gW7 

J»d  better  go  and  .r^r*u"P*°""*'    Well,  I 
he"',  like  .^«,^  "*JV  ^u  r***'-     W"t  for^e 

N-r  «/w«'r,:^rs '  «^"  r '-- ' 

■Ai  he  crowed  the  h«Ji  k    °"*' *"*•  remember.- 
did  not  J.„«  to  iTh^     Itr™^  »«"».  but 

^  «iorn«,  h.nmrhe.Ttk'^'-  •"*  *•* 

«  confe«„n  ?  "  he  thought.    «T^  ^*  *""*  ***  "' 

le«t  teU  what  sort  of  TUT  '  """■  '^^  *"«  i°  the 

away  any  lo^T^e  iL  ''''  "^"^  *°  «-S 
•anguine.  pSily  11:^  Tl^r''^''  *^ 
"npostor,  divided  betweZtmnS^^  ""  "^'^"'W 
•»*"*  "f  ev«yth^Td*r       r**°°'akeaclea^ 

Helen  nor  ^T^oZ.LT"'^'^.  *^*  "«-«'» 
It  w»,  in  this  forLZ  !,  .  f  *"'«'^«  l"'"  if  he  did. 
tion.  the  like  o?it  °'™«''*r*^  "»d  tn^pid.- 
»  hi"  life,  that  he  Si'tilhT^?  ."P«"-«^ 
-  onl,  natural  that  helots 'S^aTnT.;  ^* 
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diqwUUd  th*  bUdc  ihadM  of  ni^^t  wfan  Hden  omm 

qniekly  forward  to  wdoome  him,  with  nniling  lipt  and 

eyes* 

**  (Ml,  bat  yott  do  look  ill  I "  ibe  exdaimed  oommiMr- 
mMuffij.  "  Hav«  jrou  thought  it  horribly  unfeeling  of 
me  not  to  write  f  We  have  been  hearing  of  toot 
pi'ogreM  through  Major  Spurling,  you  know." 

"Oh,  it  wat  nothing,"  he  aniwered  conftitedly; 
"  only  a  rather  sharp  touch  of  fever  for  a  day  or  twa 
I  never  dreamt  of  your  writing ;  it  wa«  I  who  ou^t  to 
have  written  to  you,  only — ^well,  I  knew  I  couldnt  say 
anything  that  yow  would  care  to  hear.  And — and  I 
waa  sure  you  wouldn't  need  to  be  told  how  aw'illy  loiry 
I  have  been " 

Hia  emharraaaed  incoherency  did  not  diipleaie  her. 
Peifaapa  it  would  have  been  impoinble  for  him  to 
diq>leaw  her  just  then,  lo  f  lad  was  ihe  to  lee  hia  brave, 
handiome  fiaoe  again,  lo  convinced  waa  she  of  his  love 
and  loyalty,  so  thankful  that,  in  a  world  instinct  with 
treadieiy  and  double  dealing,  there  was  one  person 
whom  she  herself  could  both  trust  and  love. 

"Come  and  sit  down,"  she  said;  "I  have  been  longing 
for  a  talk  with  you.  Dont  mind  speaking  of  poor 
Lavemock  and  all  the  dreadful  things  that  have  hap- 
pened since  we  last  met ;  you  won't  hurt  me.  Though 
if  you  would  rather  not,  I  shall  quite  understand." 

He  was  obliged  to  own  that  he  would  rather  not 
He  was  shattered  and  unnerved  by  a  malady  which 
never  fails  to  gravel  its  victims;  he  really  could  not, 
fm  the  moment,  trust  himself  to  enter  upon  a  subject 
about  which  he  had  intended  to  say  at  least  something. 
Furthermore,  that  waa  not  the  only,  nor  even  the 
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of  «di«ng  that  hi.  victory  war.:  ".  '^'-  '^'"^' 
«;n«dd«...fterhe  C^T,  J.'.T;""  ""^' 
rfwwd^  aU  WM  over.     Helen  '  '"^'"-"«« 

Aip.  we«  burnt"         '^  ^*  **  ^'""^  '"'"  «>    ''^ 

««.  «o  "Tift  i.  Nemed^    HetT^f  ^"i'"*""" '  « 

»»couUnotnow«t^hi.^h  t'"/!"'  P'""*'' 
Helen  «,  .vowal  tZTTi.      ?^ '  he  had  drawn  from 

•he  been  toW^I^f '  "*''*  T''  ^''  "^^ 

W.    8on^rh7h2rnoti^''™r*"«*°te" 
like  «  mean  tneak  nr^    •  '"P*"*^  *hat  he  would  feel 

feel  like,  and  S^'  S  "- ^"^  "'«*  ^'  ^^ 

th.t.j«.roJi-ta^L':4rJt^''''rr 

upon  hi*  mind.  'deigned  rather  heavily 
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"Dan^  go  on,  pleaw.  I  know  n^bst  you  an  g(^ 
to  lay,  and  I  can^  listem  to  it  even  from  you.  It  ii 
generoiu  of  you  to  wiab  to  stand  up  for  ColonelJnlyan, 
and  natural  too,  I  daresay ;  but  nothing  can  pooibly 
alter  my  opinion  of  him.  I  only  hope  that  I  may  never 
tee  his  face  again." 

Before  Forrester  had  time  to  make  any  rejtHnder, 
the  butler  came  in,  bearing  a  card,  which  Helen 
todc 

"  Colonel  Julyan ! "  she  ejaculated  under  her  breath ; 
"what  eflhntery!"  Then  she  looked  up  and  said, 
raising  her  voice, '( I  am  cot  at  home." 

But  Forrester,  oblivious  of  everything  except  his 
unfortunate  friend's  wrongs,  intervened  impetuously. 

"Dont  turn  him  away  from  your  door  I  I  can^ 
stand  that !  He  isn't  what  you  thi  :k  he  is.  If  youll 
only  see  him  and  hear  what  he  has  to  say! — Come, 
Helen,  it's  the  first  favour  I  have  asked  of  you ! " 

IVobaUy  it  would  have  stood  a  poor  chance  of  being 
granted  but  tor  the  absurd,  yet  cogent  &ctor  of  the 
butler's  presence.  To  get  rid  of  that  staid,  observant 
functionary  was  imperative,  and  Helen,  turning  to  him, 
said  shortly,  "  Ask  the  gentleman  to  come  in." 

Fmrester,  proAisely  grateful,  was  silenced  and  dis- 
missed with  equal  despatch.  "Since  I  must  see  him, 
let  me  see  him  alone,"  Helen  said.  "  I  dcm't  think  our 
interview  will  be  a  long  one.  Yes,  come  hatk  tomorrow, 
but  go  now.  Your  being  in  the  room  while  he  was 
here  would  only  make  matters  worse." 

Helen  was  standing  erect  when — after  a  delay  which 
may  have  been  caused  by  a  meeting  on  the  staircase — 
her  visitor  was  announced.    She  neither  bowed  nor 


he^begau.  *  ^°"  *°  "^-^e  me.  Mi«  Monk," 

CoLiei^„lS"^eS  id"'"'  ^■•"'^  J"**  -0'. 
"Ujon  have  hUXi^f?  ""•"?'  '*"''  "^^ 

"  Yes."  said  Helen  «  nL!    ^  ^^^ " 

"Ii>l»i.nexti2?fi,".*^*^'*-    WeU?- 

^^'^iZt^ofjTy'"  '"'vi^  made  it    , 
«««««»%  c!S?  "  -««--«ther  agitated,  but 

Helen's  eyes  grew  bi„     ..r    ^      ^ 
8"^  you  anUioritv  to  fi.l,«  °°*  ""^  "^  having 

•^Colonel  4r,*2^2^'^  ""--•  -^ 
-raraon  me;  I  wiu  »■„* 

•fdy'B  behalf  but  a^r^r't'*  *°  "^  °»  «y- 
a«tyou„ightb,^^7'^^"y  it  o«^  toi; 
t^^n  m  the  matter  Sp^^^,"'  '^"'^  Jiving  been 
"J^.  «*«  to  notice  neS™^.  '"^*^'  '  "Jo^'t,  as  a 
^body  toasse^Thrj^J-*'  'f  '  «-t 'allow 

"fi^^l  to  me  as  was  ,^^1  tw""  *"  ''^'  "^^ 
ft  may  have  been  a^rJ^*'^*  PT^Pb-" 
a  "  tnae  undignified  to  retort,  «I 
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ihoold  not  have  guppoaed  that  you  were  so  aensitivi ;" 
bat  the  words  were  out  of  Helen's  mouth  before  she  could 
itophemdf.  She  added:  "As  it  happens,  the  paragraph 
was  not  fidse,  and  I  hardly  know  why  you  should  dcMribe 
a  quite  inevitable  businesi  affiur — ^the  bosineM  aAar  to 
idiidi  I  referred  just  now,  in  fftct — as  an  insult  You 
cannot  have  forgotten  what  my  cousin's  dying  injunction 
to  me  was.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  the 
amount  of  his  debt  to  you,  in  order  that  I  may  defray 
it  as  soon  as  possible  ?  " 

"You  enli^ten  me,"  said  Julyan.  "I  wairtcd  to 
make  sure  that  y^  could  not  see  your  way  to  spave  me 
even  this.'' 

"  Beally,  Cokmel  Julyac,  I  see  no  reason  1H7 1  ahould 
spare  you  anything.  Will  you  answer  my  queation 
please?" 

"No,  Miss  Monk,  I  canH  do  that.  No  record  of 
what  Lavemock  loat,  or  supposed  that  he  lost,  that 
evening  exists,  and,  badly  as  you  have  every  r%ht  to 
think  of  me,  you  surely  cant  think  that  I  meaat  to 
despoil  him." 

"What  else  can  I  poesiUy  think?" 
What  indeed !  Unless  he  wished  her  to  think  that, 
his  whole  procedure  had  been  senseless  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  if  he  did  not  mean  to  exonerate  himself, 
this  visit  of  his  was  a  gratuitous  blunder;  for  the 
pretext  which  he  had  put  forward  was  palpably  in- 
sufficient to  explain  it  He  had,  in  truth,  called  with 
some  &int  hope  of  partially  exonerating  himself;  but 
he  saw  now,  as  he  might  have  seen  all  along,  that  it 
would  ava;'.  him  little  to  plead  that  he  had  been  forced 
into  playing  by  Lavemock.     His  ofTeoee,  of  course, 
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'^^  the  s„bj2^  «»-»l«ti,«,  if  it  did  but  «rve  to 

I  may  «mg«tul.te  him  ?"^^*  ^"  '^'''  ""^  whether 

'^Vtwn  Fon-ester."  "*"««»  to  be  married  to 

"Then  I  should  like  tr^  ^ 
^■^  for  you  ««  «oL  t„  "^*'^*«  y°"  -»  weU  « 

«d  70U  don't  want  my  c^nj^^r  "^  "'^  P«"*. 
*»!»*  me,  and  you  wotST!^*""""  ^'"'  ^"^^T 
tenainate.    Wt  thatl^?"  °"  »«l«^tance  to 

but  I  f™«ee  that  fJ^^'^Z^  ^y '"^  r-T-^ ; 
«y  «"  me.  Mi,takenW  J'"  ^^^  "  8°«1  deal  to 
«  "-cal,  and,  as  he  ha,  VliSl  f  "^^  *  ~»"'^«'  "»« 
•«8e  you  to  fo,gi,e  me  "         ^    °'  "^  ^  '"  «ure  to 

"H3^'!°"«thatal«ady." 

'^-  world Tii  "i't^i"'  '"'r''  '"^  »  «  ve^ 
--tingoc««;Ji;'"c^^-P7'We  for  u.  to  avoM 

^  Helen  made  no  imSal  ''"*  ""''^^y'" 

^-otasWherStortTr     ^^  ^^-^e 

•^d  «=mained  standing.    Ifl!ll^°*'"'  ^^^  *«  hen^df 

,,  ■«•    ^^"'ything  could  have  further 
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embittaved  her  agaiiist  the  mao,  it  would  have  been  &U 
unabadied  intrusion,  in  the  coune  of  which  he  had  not 
breathed  one  word  of  r^ret  for  his  perfidy  or  for  the 
ruin  that  he  had  caused,  and  which  appealed  to  have 
been  prompted  solely  by  a  sense  of  the  value  of  her 
public  recognition.  Certainly  she  could  not  forgive 
him,  and  she  strongly  felt  that  she  ought  not  to  be 
expected  to  receive  him  in  her  house.  Yet  Eustace 
could  scarcely  be  expected,  or  even  requested,  to  cut  his 
old  commanding  officer,  whom  he  so  strangely  continued 
to  hold  in  affection.  She  moved  away  a  few  paces  and 
gazed  reflectively  'out  of  the  window. 

"  I  understand  what  you  mean,"  she  said  slowly  at 
length;  "it  would  be  better,  no  doubt,  to  avoid 
awkwardness  and  embarrassment,  if  that  could  be 
managed.  I  can  but  say  plainly  that  it  will  always  be 
very  disagreeable  fa  me  to  meet  you.  Colonel  Julyan ; 
but  I  will  try  to  behave  politely  to  you,  upon  one 
condition.  I  must  first  pay  you  what  my  cousin  killed 
himself  because  he  was  unable  to  pay." 

"  I  have  told  you,"  answered  Julyan,  following  her  to 
the  window,  "  that  1  cannot  comply  with  that  condition. 
But,  Miss  Monk,  does  it  not  strike  you  that  you  may 
be  under  a  delusion  as  to  the  cause  of  poor  Lavemock's 
death  ?  You  assume  that  he  killed  himself  because  he 
had  lost  more  money  to  me  than  he  could  pay " 

"  There  is  his  own  written  decUration  that  he  did ! " 
interrupted  Helen. 

"He  did  not  quite  say  that,  if  you  remember. 
Besides,  the  motives  which  a  man  all^^  for  committing 
suicide  are  not  always  his  real  ones.  Lavemock's  friends 
knew   very  well    that  he   was  being  persecuted  and 
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-P^^t^he  h«l  com^ritted  the  «««i^  4yrf 

bo^^^T^  !^'  "Poking  cydoae  behind  them  they 
J°^»Urted  rou-d-to  find  them^dvea  confionted  wi^ 
»^,  who*  entrance  murt  have  been  „„i,elejy 

overheard  Julyan'g  lart  sentence  eviaently 

"iU/ ""  ^  *°  ''^''  °^  "'  "''^  that  r  she  gasped- 

bereavement  and  denundation-not  ineffectively  ^^ 

Helen,  stepping  forward,  laid  her  hand   upon  the 

urf-ppy  wonmn's  shoulder  and  said  ^ly^'^CoS 

away ;  you  will  only  make  yon«elf  ill  a^^./'      ^"^ 

youVe  aU  standing  ,n  together  against  me!    Do  you 
amk  I  dont  see  through  your  ^f    After  a  liWe 

^^  wT    f '•  **^*  °^  "  to  be  pardoned  J 
«e«vedback  into  society,  and  he'll  take^our  monTy 

^^a^Tr'^f^    Oh,youhix«ter^' 

iron  dont   know  what  you  are  savins"    w-l- 

remonstrated.     « I  am  not  a  h^poc^""^**'     «'=''»' 

Yes,  you  are!"  retorted  the  other  fiercely.     "If 

ZZrJ'  y°"  "'"^''.*^"  y-  --ants  to  kL  m 

Z  ""l°'y°"  ^"->  '-t-d  of  making  ba.^„.  ^a, 

,,     •  ,t"^  «"  f°'  yo"."  -Ae  shouted,  wheel^g  ^ound 

upon  Julyan,  «  you're  a  perjured  liar  i  "  * 

•"n»t  may  be,"  Julyan  assented,  smiling  slightly; 
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"but  jou  murt  not  come  hae  md  make  a  dutorlMnM 
if  I  am." 

Tlien,  a<  she  continned  to  nve  at  the  top  of  her 
voice,  he  took  her  by  the  elbow,  very  much  as  a  police- 
man might  have  done,  and  resolutely  marched  her 
towards  the  door.  She  wrenched  herself  fiee  and,  mad 
with  rage,  struck  him  full  in  the  face  with  her  fist,  shriek- 
ing, "  How  dare  you  lay  hands  upon  me,  you  hound  I " 

Perhaps  he  ought  not  to  have  laid  hands  uptm  her  in 
the  first  instance;  but  it  seemed  to  him  absolutely 
necessary  to  do  so  now  ;  for  he  saw  that  she  was  to  all 
intents  and  purpo^  a  lunatic  and  that,  for  Miss  Mcmk's 
safety,  she  must  be  removed.  A  tussle  ensued  which 
Helen,  horrified  and  indignant,  was  unaUe  to  arrest  and 
in  which  Margery  proved  herself  possessed  of  all  a  mad- 
woman's physical  strength.  On  a  table  within  her  reach 
lay  a  long  Moorish  knife  in  a  silver  scabbard.  In  an 
instant  she  cau^t  sight  of  it,  seized  it  and,  flii^ing 
away  the  sheath,  brandished  it  aloft. 

«  Now ! "  Ae  panted—"  now ! " 

"  Give  me  that  knife,"  said  Julyan,  himself  a  little 
out  of  breatL 

Margery  burst  into  a  yelling  laugh.  «  Give  it  you  ? 
Oh,  yes,  m  give  it  you !    Where  will  you  have  it  ?  " 

Helen  sprang  forward ;  but  it  was  too  Ute.  Uke  a 
flash  the  sharp  knife,  which  Julyan  had  attempted  to 
dutch,  was  plunged  into  his  breast  He  reeled  back, 
swayed  for  a  moment  and  then  fell  heavily  to  the 
ground,  while  Margery  fled  out  of  the  room  and  down 
the  stairs,  laughing  wildly  and  crying  aloud — 

"Fve  killed  him!  Pve  killed  him !  Hurrah  I  Tve 
killed  him!" 


CHAPTER  XXI 

routrant  wiobts  hi»  mimzle 

Ths  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who  had 
•rent  •bu.y  afternoon  at  his  office,  was  making  his  way 
<W  WlutehJl  to  the  House  when  a  vocifero^  urrfuZ 
•nned  with  qjedal  editions,  thrust  a  handbiU  under  his 

Mae.  HOMIBLE  TliASBDY  ™  HIGH  LOT,      COUKTESS  A«- 

•AIHKATKS  MSmODISHED  OFFICE,  "-fluch  Was  the  thriU- 

iijg  inteUigenoe  offfered  in  return  for  the  Right  Honour- 
able genUeman's  hal^^my,  which  he  produced  with  a 
qnahn  of  jwescient  alarm. 

"Ten  to  one  it's  o«r  Countess,"  he  said  to  himsdf- 
andsureenoaghitwas!  The  narrative,  printed  in  pale 
ink  under  the  healing  of  "Stop  Pres.,  News,''w«sa  Wef 

and  me^  one ;  but  it  gave  the  name  of  the  murdered 
man  and  that  of  his  assailant,  the  Countess  of  Laver- 
nock,  "better  known  a.  Miss  Margeiy  Vemon,"  while 
Me  scene  ct  the  crime  was  accurately  stated.  Mr 
Barb*  w«i  m«d>  shocked,  as  well  as  intensely  annoyed." 
He  could  not  help  feeling  that  this  sort  of  thing  was 
rather  rough  upon  a  jaominent  pditician  and  that 
people  ,«Uy  ought  to  have  a  little  more  consideration 
for  otbet.  th«.  to  keep  on  behaving  in  such  outrageous 
rtyj*.  To  have  had  your  nephew  melodramatically 
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^aWiig  hu  tlii«t,,fter  wedding  .n  act>««  «>d  gMn- 
Uwg  away  emy  penny  he  po«eMed,  wu  .undy  wifBdent 
tor  one  season t    But  no,   here  w«.  hi.  dinepuUhle 
widow  m  a  flur  way  to  get  her.elf  hanged;  and  although 
a  bUunel«.  ,v,an'.  coUeague.  may  talJt  kindly  and  sym- 
patheticJly,  fV.  feet  renmin.  that  epiwde.  of  «,  Ly 
unplewant «  ..  .„  .e  are  bound  to  i«ct  upon  him  to  h^ 
dl«dvant.v..     8ome  Jlowance  may  be  made  for  poor 
Mr  Barton   ^ho  w«i  not  particularly  selfish  nor  at  all 
hanWed,  but  who  did  more  than  ever  deplore  the 
sad  mistake  of  conferring  independence  upon  yom« 
women.     Why  the  deuce  must  Helen  have  the  i^ored 
I-dy  Lavemock  in  her  house  ?    Why  have  thediwraced 
July«.  th«e?    Why,  above  aU,  aUow  them  to^ 
when  anybody  might  have  foreseen  that  they  would 
fZ.  ■     '^  ^^  '    ^y-  •■*  "'«'»*  oi"^  ««  weU  have 
^'^^  uT^o  ^^  "^^^  'y'"8  °P°n  7^  <»~wing. 
«om  table?    What  is  to  be  wiU  be,  and  if  we  began  to 
take  remote  improbabilities  into  account,  we  should  aU 
worry  ourselves  with   fiitUe  precautions  to    an  even 
gteatw  extent  than  we  do. 

Mr.  Bartwi  hailed  a  hansom,  jumped  into  it  and  told 
tte  man  to  dnve  to  St.  Janies's  Square ;  but,  changing 
»^  P~«ntly.had  himself  conveyed  home.  B^ 
»ee  Ebaibeth  first,  he  thought  He  may  have  had  a 
vague  notion  that  there  would  be  some  smJl  solace 
J^^y  ^"**i»«  Eli«beth    for  possessing  such 

I*dy  Elizabeth  was  in  the  act  of  stepping  out  of  her 
CMTia^  when  her  husband  reached  South  Audley  Street 
She  had  just  returned  from  St.  .lames'.  Square,  she  had 
heard  everything  and,  although  naturally  agitated,  was 
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«noughtocapiyitoff."  *  "«PP«»  w«  ure  hig 

«^*'i^!^^1  *'  *"*  •"  ^W**  Ae  lud  been 
adhere.  The  ^onk.  were  «  very  wdent,  dirtn«ui«hed 
ft^e^  they  had  h«l  their  bUwk  sh«^  a„d  t^ 

«»Brown«^  Jo„e«.    or    RobiiMon..     Not    quite    the 
^«a«^„s  either;    for  the  Right  l^onour.Ue 

^J^^BeBide^"  she  added  presently,  "the  man  i«t  de«l 

Je^  "^'U^Kf  "*  '*'•   B-^°.  "^  good  deal 
reuevea.     '  Well,  that's  something." 

"Yes;   only  he  will  die,  I  believe.     It  sounds  too 

of  aU  the  trouble  that  he  has  caused—"  ^^ 

"He'll  cause  a  lot  more  if  he  dies,"  Mr.  Barton 

gloomny^observed.     "Whereishe?    InHelen'sZS 

"  No ;  they  sent  for  an  ambulance  and  had  him  taken 
tome.  As  lud.  would  have  it,  that  military  ."^^^ 
whose  name  I  forget,  happened  to  be  on  ttf  sp^ 

^Z"",^^"'  '^°""  »"  th«t  couW  be  donT" 
«  m  !    What  about  the  woman  f  " 
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"to  «rtody.  I  bdieve,  b«t  raving  m«l  «d  not  1*^ 
HMy  to  be  m  .  condition  to  be  braogfat  up  befiice 
•  megiitato  tomorrow.  It  would  be  .U  the  betUr  of 
coo»e.  rf  polioe^onrt  proceeding,  could  be  dimi^ 
wrtt  Pferhapeyon  might  be  able  to  ««»  Stwitt 
toe  Home  Secretary  or  whoever  it  iC 

"Unfortunately,  my  powen  don't  extend  quite  that 
fength.  However  If  the  woman  i.«.Uym«l,  there  c«i 
^o  qu«t.™,  of  hanging  her,  which  i.  «.  fcr  «tiAc- 

Clli/  l*,*^  '  P'*y  ***  *"  ^^"^  put  an  end  to 
he«»elf  while  she  waa  at  it"  t~  -u  ««,  «, 

"It's  quite  a  pi^y,  and  it  appea«  that  Ae  did  try; 
J^b^!JT°tT-'^*^  "•'  ^  lntention.,1; 
k^ttZ*^-  ?'  ^  '"'y  '^'°  ^"'  -»d  «>»  Helen 
^ptWqu,etuntU.coupleofpolicemencame.    Helen 

•ud  Je  wa.  sorry  about  having  had  tocall  in  the  police, 
but  there  «««ned  to  be  no  help  for  it  And  I  v« 
totdl  you  that  Ae  would  be  re«ly  to  give  evid^ 
Umortow,  if  neoenaiy."  ^^ 

« It  wiU  certainly  be  necewary.  I  murt  lay  dw  tekes 
tbJng*  pretty  cooUy."  ' 

coTli?'  ^*'l."''™-  ^''*  *^*  *«  D«y  of  Judgment 
^  All  the  «„„e,  it  murt  have  hL  a  ZriWe 
expenence  for  her,  and  one  can  only  hope  thatTSu 
have  taught  her  a  leeron."  1«  uiai  re  wiii 

"I  hope  so  ru,  sure.  If  this  doesnt,  nothing  wiB!" 
Wtat  wes  the  precise  nature  of  the  lesson  which  they 
^  to  see  enfo^  these  two  g«xi  people  didtl 
spenfy  to  one  another,  nor  perhaps  veiy  dLtinctly  to 
t^^v^,  but  what  they  both  keenl/felt  was  C, 
«fW  all  the  revelations  which  had  been  made.Jirir  nkce 
ought  not  to  havereceived  Colonel  Jul^    Ev^^ 
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mightpot  «  ugly  coortruction  upon  her  h.yiJ^ 
«;  nobody  would  believ,  th-t^^  j^^tS 
M  MUA  up«,  th.  couda  «d  hei  JTf  ^ 
«e«t  vwtiB,  nobody  wouU  doubt  th.t  h.  hinwelf 
h^dM«  .  .cti.  to  the  f«n^  „,.  deeply  w,:;? 

Jll°  *!•?!!!  ^^^^  P«.babilitle.  Helen  w-  fuHy 
tZJ^^'^'  "'•  "Odd  h.^  to  be  told ,  S 
it  would  not  wund  much  like  the  truth.  Her«can«nt- 
«ce.  we«  weU  aw«.  that  Ae  h«i  „„ule  l^^ 
fa«d  of  Colonel  Juiyan ,  Ae  w«i  known  to  have  gone 
i^lfl^r  "^^  ^'"^  «d  to  have  dined  with  W^m 
t^L,'Cr°^l'^'^'  itwa.  I*,  pretty  wS 
S^it^"^  *"'  ""^  tobea  b.d.elor.d„ 

Uirfer  TO!h  oreumstances,  it  did  not  look  well  for  her 
to  haw  been  dotted  with  the  man  who  had  achieved  her 
cou.«.»  lemoval,  nor  did  the  «xdden  fury  of  the  widow. 

Hd^  ^T  *°«'^'  'PP«"  incomprdienrihle. 
MrtM  retamed  her  oompoeure  becan«,  a.  her  aunt  had 
««d.  It  wa.  natural  to  her  to  be  compo«d  in  moment, 
of  emergency;  but  for  the  firrt  time  in  her  life  Ae  made 
•cqmuntonce  with  that  intent,  ignoble  longing  to  run 
away  which  only  the  fortunate  few  can  bo«S  of  having 
nenr  espenenoed.  ^* 

Of  oouiK  one  does  not  run  away ;  as  a  general  nil- 
one  cannot  Helen  had  to  stand  her  ground,  like  oth« 
people,  and,  hke  most  other  people,  escaped  without 
fiirther  humiliation  than  the  secret  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing harboured  a  craven  desire.  When  the  time  came 
for  her  to  .ay  what  had  to  be  said  in  the  police  court. 
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she  gave  her  evidence  lucidly  and  unhesitatingly;  only, 
as  soon  as  the  short  ordeal  was  at  an  end  and  the  case 
had  been  adjourned,  in  order  that  inquiry  might  be 
made  into  the  mental  condition  of  the  prisoner  (who 
was,  after  aU,  placed  in  the  dock,  but  who  appeared  to 
be  in  a  state  of  collapse)  she  confessed  to  Miss  BUgh 
that  for  no  earthly  consideration  would  she  live  through 
the  events  of  the  past  fortnight  again. 

"  Oh,  well,"  said  Miss  Bligh,  who  had  herself  derived 
mental  and  physical  relief  from  copious  action  of  the 
lachrymal  glands,  "you  won't  have  to  live  through 
them,  or  anything  like  them,  again.  It  has  been 
ghastly ;  but  it's  ofer.  And,  Irom  what  David  Spurling 
sMd  to  me  just  now,  I  do  believe  that  there's  quite  a 
fair  chance  of  the  poor  dear  man's  pulling  through. 
Every  hour  that  he  lives  increases  his  resisting  power; 
those  were  David's  own  words." 

"  I  hope  he  will  recover— if  he  wishes  to  recover," 
said  Helen.  "There  are  worse  things  than  death, 
though." 

"You  have  done  your  utmost  to  bring  that  convic- 
tion home  to  him,  anyhow.  But  you  can't— now  that 
he  is  hovering  between  life  and  death— surely,  Helen, 
yon  can't  go  on  being  so  bitter  and  unjust ! " 

"I  don't  think  I  am  bitter,"  Helen  answered.  "I 
wout,  because  he  is  at  death's  door,  pretend  to  think 
that  I  have  ever  been  unjust  to  him." 

"  You  have  been  more  unjust  to  Colonel  Julyan," 
Miss  Bligh  declared,  with  emphasis,  "than  you  could 
have  found  it  in  your  heart  to  be  to  anyone  for  whom 
you  did  not  care  a  great  deal." 

Helen  sighed  wearily.     «  Perhaps,"  said  she,  "  I  had 
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better  teU  you  now,  Susie,  that  I  am  going  to  many 
Eustace  Forrester." 

«  You  aren't ! "  exclaimed  Miss  Bligh,  with  a  start  of 
consternation. 

"  Yes ;  but  don't  let  us  talk  about  it  for  the  present. 
I  only  wanted  to  make  you  understand  how  wide  of  the 
mark  you  are  when  you  suppose  that  I  could  ever  have 
cared  for  Colonel  Julyan  in  the  way  you  are  always 
hinting  at" 

Miss  Bligh  was  not  convinced.  She  had  a  theory, 
based  upon  what  she  believed  to  be  a  tolerably  accurate 
appreciation  of  her  former  pupil's  character,  and  when 
theories  are  not  borne  out  by  facts,  it  is  only  natural  to 
conclude  that  there  must  be  something  amiss  with  the 
fects.  However,  she  was  silenced  for  the  moment, 
(which  was  all  that  Helen  wanted),  and  later  in  the  day 
•he  indemnified  herself  by  talking  matters  over  at  con- 
siderable length  withSpurling,  who  called  to  report  that 
there  was  no  change  in  Julyan's  condition. 

«  You  may  be  right,"  SpurUng  conceded,  after  listen- 
ing to  her  patiently  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, «  although 
it  looks  to  me  like  rather  more  than  a  shade  of  odds  on 
your  being  wrong.  Either  way,  you'll  do  no  good  by 
telling  Miss  Monk  that  she  has  engaged  herself  to  an 
impostor.  According  to  you,  that's  what  Forrester  is ; 
but  she  would  be  deuced  unlikely  to  take  vour  word 
for  it" 

«  She  mustn't  be  allowed  to  marry  him  in  ignorance 
of  what  he  is,"  said  Miss  Bligh  obstinately.  « I  havent 
called  the  man  an  impostor;  for  anything  I  know,  he 
may  be  able  to  dear  himself.  But  what  I  maintain  is 
that  some  explanation  from  him  is  due  both  to  Helen 
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and  to  Colonel  Julyan ;  and,  as  you  agree  with   me, 

David,  you  needn't  say  you  don't  out  of  sheer  love  of 

contradiction." 

"Sheer  love  of  peace,  my  dear  Susan,  almost  always 
restrains  me  from  contradicting  you,  and  the  same 
excellent  motive  ought  to  restrain  you,  for  the  present, 
at  aU  event?,  from  stirring  up  more  trou  What  I 

have  gpt  to  do  just  now-and  it  will  be  ..o  easy  job,  I 
can  tell  you-.s  to  save  the  Colonel's  life.  When  that 
has  been  done,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  think  about 
patching  up  his  character." 

"Oh,  for  the  present,"  Miss  Bligh  assented,  "the 
mam  thing,  no  doubt,  is  to  save  his  life.  For  the 
present,  that's  as  much  as  I  ask  of  you ;  although  I  mav 
want  you  to  back  me  up  later.  I  know  very  well,"  she 
added,  with  a  sigh,  « that  if  I  am  to  make  any  impres- 
sion upon  Helen,  I  shaU  have  to  be  backed  up  by  other 
people  into  the  bargain.  By  Captain  Forrester  himself 
lor  one. 

Forrester  might  be  forced  to  back  her  up,  whether  he 
hked  It  or  not  Of  this  she  became  persuaded  a  few 
days  afterwards,  when  she  intercepted  him  as  he  was 
leaving  the  house,  beckoned  him  into  the  Mbrary  and 

"  I  ought  to  congratulate  you,  oughtn't  I  ?" 
The  young  man  laughed  a  little  constrainedly;  for 
tie  had  a  strong  impression  that  Mm  Bligh  was  not  as 
weU   disposed   towards  him   as  she   had   been.     "Oh 
thanks  very  much,"  he  answered.     «  Yes,  certainly  j 
ough*  to  be  congratulated.     I   am  a  thousand  times 
more  foriunate  than  I  deserve  to  be." 
"  Not  to  flatter  you.  Captain  Forrester,  I  think  you 
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some 
"»-.  going,  wiMle   others  get  aU   the  hard   knocks' 
Look  at  poor  Colonel  Julyan,  for  instance ! " 

Forrester  shook  his  head  sorrowfolly.  «  Oh,  I  know  > 
-.rs  too  awful  i  But  the  docton,  a,^  begiig  tolL 
quite  sanguine  now."  8  >•"  uc 

„,^f°iV'"/''^  *°  ^'^'-    '^^  ^"^^  °f  it  is  that  no 

wl^toT.  */'i"'"*'"'^-  WeU,hehasonly 
nimseu  to  blame  for  that,  you'll  say  " 

Po'Iif  "^  lu°"'*  ""^  ""^'''"8  °^  *•>«  ^°rt !  "  protested 
Forrester,  with  some  eagerness. 

T^'mr^iriS"*  ""J  so,  and  naturally  you  must  think  so. 
10  me  It  seems  downnght  incredible  that  he  should 
We  b^ken  a  solemn  pledge  by  gambling  with  Laver 

,wJ  ^  ^°"'  ^^°  ^^'^  tJ'^^  «t  the  time,  can't  be 
«aedulous  as  to  the  fact.  I  don't  know  whether  yo^ 
can  account  for  it  in  any  way  "  ^ 

who'^ol°^"f  '''•^V^"*  t°  P%'  it  was  Lavemock 
who^  would  take  no  denial,"  said  Forrester,  looking 

ovZZ'*''f'  '^  ^°'°"'^  ■^•^^'^  submitting  to  be 
ovemUed  in  his  own  house  by  a  man  much  younger 

at  the  inquest,  I  felt  sure  that,  anyhow,  things  coulii't 

hopes  that  we  should  hear  another  version  of  the  affair 
««.m  you  as  soon  as  you  were  well  enough  to  give  us 

FoiT^ter  sighed  and  moved  about  uneasily.     «  The 

■J^t,  as  he  thought,  and  if  I  could  only  ~t 
beheve  ^t !— But  I  can't." 


Helen 


In  i  !l 
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«  I  am  sotry  for  that,"  observed  Miss  Bligh  p^isivelv 
very  sorry  for  that ;  because  it  shows  that  youcan  have 
no  real  excuse  or  explanation  to  offer.     Of  course,  if 
there  were  any,  you  would  never  keep  it  back  " 

J'J°".ft'"  *°  '"P'y  "-"t  i  »™  keeping  something 
back,    said  Forrester,  with  sudden  irritability 

At  this  Miss  Bligh  threw  up  her  hands  in  expostula- 
tion. "My  dear  Captain  Forrester,  for  what  do  you 
take  me  ?  Or  rather,  for  what  can  you  imagine  that  I 
take  you?  As  if  «„y  gentlemat.  or  any  honourable 
man  would  let  poor  Colonel  Julyan  suffer  as  Tie  has  done 
♦  T  Jt  were  out  of  his  power  to  help  it !  No ,  I  must 
try  to  beheve  the  incredible,  that's  aU  " 

That  Miss  Bhgh  did  not  believe  what  she  called  the 
mcredable.  and  did  not  mean  to  try,  was  manifest; 
that  ,t  was  his  duty  to  avow  the  truth  to  Helen, 
even  at  the  risk  of  killing  her  love  for  him,  seemed 
scan^^ylessso.  Yet  the  secret  was  not  his  to  divulge  ■ 
nor  ,f  he  was  behaving  dishonourably,  had  he  consented 
to  do  so  with  his  eyes  open.  Had  any  man  ever  before, 
he  wondered,  stmnbled  or  been  led  into  such  a  blind 
alley  as  this! 

What  he  decided  to  do  at  the  expiration  of  another 
week,  dmng  which  his  position  had  been  daily  growing 
more  and  more  insupportable  to  him,  was  to  sik  releas! 
at  head-quarters.  Julyan  was  now  well  enough  to  see 
visitors,  Spurling  said,  provided  that  they  did  not  stay 
long  and  were  very  careM  not  to  agitate  him  :  so 
Forrester,  having  promised  to  comply  with  these  con- 

i!TVTJ^'^*f  '"*°  *^^  ''''^-"^'^  '"•d  *<«  "ot  a 
httle  shocked  by  the  changed  appearance  of  his  former 
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savin„1?^-7f  •      I        ^°P^  ^°"  ^"'''t  ™nd  my  lust 
.saying  that  I  simply  can't  stand  it  any  longer      V™, 

^.  .t  isn't  only  the  abominable  injustiL  oTfall  -^t's 

^^e  having  to  tdland  act  li.  to  Hein  every' l;"of ;:; 

Jiilyan  showed  no  sign  of  agitation.     "  Yes  it  can't 
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The  young  man  groaned.  «  Really,  Colonel,  I  think 
that's    '»uit  I  shall  be  obliged  to  do ! " 

"Well,"  returned  Julyan, « I  am  not  going  into  penal 
servitude  to  spare  you  what  I  admit  is  some  temporary 
discomfort.  Any  statement  that  you  may  make  I  shall, 
of  course,  contradict,  and,  as  it  can  be  proved  that  you 
were  light-headed  that  evening,  I  leave  you  to  judge 
which  of  us  has  the  better  chance  of  being  believed." 

"  At  least  I  must  be  allowed  to  tell  Helen  ! "  Forrester 
pleaded.  "She  can't  disbelieve  me;  she'D— weD,  God 
knows  how  she'U  take  it;  but  told  she  must  be.  Tm 
asking  this  for  niy  own  sake,  as  well  as  yours— if  you 
understand." 

"What  I  understand  very  well  indeed,"  replied 
Julyan,  "is  the  danger  of  letting  any  woman  into  a 
secret.  I  have  a  great  r^ard  for  Miss  Monk ;  but  when 
all's  said,  she  is  a  woman,  and  I  don't  propose  to  put 
myself  at  her  mercy,  thank  you.  Now,  Forrester,  I  am 
afraid  I  must  ask  you  to  go.  You're  banning  to  make 
my  pulse  gallop,  and  I  daresay  Spurling  may  have 
warned  you  that  if  internal  hemorrhage  should  set  in, 
that  would  finish  me  like  a  shot.  Be  off,  my  dear  boy, 
and  be  very  sure  that  the  only  service  you  can  render 
me  now  is  to  keep  your  mouth  shut  tight." 

So  Forrester  had  to  bear  his  burden  away  with  him. 
Sooner  or  later  he  would  get  quit  of  it ;  as  to  that  he 
felt  little  doubt.  But  the  thought  that  Miss  Bligh, 
assisted  probably  by  Spurling,  would  prove  the  releasing 
instrument  was  scarcely  a  comforting  one. 
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«™»  the  e^tward  prevail,  when  the  foliage ^^J^fe 
b^«.d  el™  is  still  vividly  green,  and  ^tle  s^d* 
knee^eep  ,„  the  gra^,  and  all  distant  outlines  Tit 
T  '  17«:""«  haze,  the  quiet  English  lands3  C ' 

>ng  maternal  embrace  which  brought  S«  of.? 
relief  and  contentment  into  her^Z     stlf     .u"" 

SfiT?,-"""^  ^^  :  ^'"7  g''"!-!  incline  until  it^os 
^If  far  off  m  acres  of  woodlands,  she  had  that  sense  of 

S^      i*""''  °'  '"^^  'P'"'°-'y  "hut  in  and  sh"t  out 
wbch  ,s  dear  to  many  a  British  heart  and  wZlT^ 

:raS?r"^^"^-^-«°^^"^-^-^"^ 
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"Tm  free  to  confess,''  agreed  Miu  Bligh,  "that  H'» 
uncommonly  fine.  I  don't  mean  the  weather;  1  mean 
the  whole  thing,  including  you,  my  dear.  One  is  glad 
to  think  that  it  belongs  to  you,  because  you  so  palpably 
belong  to  it  and  so  entirely  l-irmonise.  I,  of  course, 
don't ;  it's  on  far  too  large  a  scale  for  the  humble  likes 
of  me.  However,  that  doesn't  matter,  as  Fm  only  a 
transient  blot." 

"  I  wish  you  wouldn't  call  yourself  transient,  Susie ! " 
sighed  Helen;  «I  wish  you  would  consent  to  be 
permanent ! " 

But  Miss  Bligh  was  not  to  be  moved  from  the  very 
sensible  resolution  which  she  had  announced  somn  days 
previously.  «  My  dear  Helen,"  said  she,  « im  come  and 
pay  you  visits  as  often  as  you're  kind  enough  to  ask  me ; 
but  as  for  my  becoming  a  regular  inmate  of  this  house, 
there  are  several  good  reasons  why  that  wouldn't  do  at 
^.  For  one  thing,  I  shouldn't  have  sufficient  occupa- 
tion ;  secondly.  Captain  Forrester  wouldn't  like  it " 

"  But  he  would  ! " 

"No,  he  wouldn't.  Thirdly,  fourthly,  fifthly  and 
lastly,  I  shouldn't,  even  if  he  did." 

"Ah,  there's  the  true  reason !  It  is  Eustace  whom 
you  don't  like,  Susie,  and  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
understand  why ! " 

"  I  don't  dislike  him,"  Miss  Bligh  declared ;  "  only— 
I  shall  never  be  able  to  understand  why  you  love 
him." 

«  Such  things  can't  very  well  be  explained,  can  they  ? 
One  doesn't  love  a  man  because  he  has  broad  shouldera 
or  blue  eyes  or  a  healthy  complexion,  nor  even  because 
he  has  the  qualities  which  one  admires  and  values  most 
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murt  like  LrSler-  ""  "^  '^*  "^'"^'^'y 

Mi«BIigh  remained  eloquently  ,ilent.     For  her  own 

P«««^of  all  the  qualities  with  which  he  was  cnnlited 
f*r  u  '  '  ''^'^'  ""nmonplacc  younit  man     <«I,! 

half  Leve  Th^tT:  T  '  "T  **  "'"''^  "^  «=«»  'if" 

S"  """"'»*  *^*  Helen  loved  him.  evei^hinf  haS^^ 
be  ««m«de«d.     Is  there.  Miss  Bligh  hj^demand^  S 

DUnd  man  that  he  «  hvmg  in  a  hovel  when  he  imairines 
^mself  m  a  Hace?  To  which  Spurting  had3^ 
tatin^y  rephed, «  None  whatever.  pLided  ZaTs^ 

Til^r  ^  /T*^ "    '°^^    '''^""'  dep«cated    int^,. 

S!"^  "^  t^""^  ^^'^  ^"''^       ttokillColonl. 
Jutyan  by  rehabilitating  his  chai^^er.     So  during  tt^ 

satisfaction,  she  was  again  established  at  Laveraock 
acquiescence  in  any  state  of  thin„,  which  mad^  S 
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happineu  aeemed  more  than  ever  to  impow  itaelf  upon 
her  well-wiahen. 

She  looked  at  her  watch  presently  and  remarked, 
"They  ought  to  be  here  in  a  few  minutes." 

Forrester  and  Spurling  were  coming  down  for  the 
week-end.  The  Bartons  also  were  expected  on  a  longer 
visit.  Lady  Elizabeth  having  been  pleased  to  signify 
her  approval  of  an  engagement  which  she  would  have 
teen  powerless  to  prevent  had  she  disapproved  of  it. 
Hardly  what  you  could  call  a  brilliant  match,  her  lady- 
ship had  observed  ;  still  Helen  had  perhaps  briUiance 
enough  for  tv  o,  and  it  was  a  point  in  young  Forrester's 
favour  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  be  masterful 

He  cerUinly  was  not.      He  tried  hard  to  look  as 
happy  and  exultant  as  the  betrothed  of  a  beautiful  girl 
with  vast  possessions  ought  to  look ;  but  an  unruly 
mt^^nty  of  temperament  and  a  countenance  which  had 
never  been  drilled  into  concealment  of  its  owner's  feel- 
ings stood  in  his  way.     Helen  could  not  but  notice  his 
dejection.    That  she  made  loyalty  to  Colonel  Julyan 
and  distress  at  her    own    inability  to  condone  that 
traitors  misdeeds  accounUble  for   it,  and    that    she 
loved  and  admired  him  all  the  more  in  consequence, 
only  enhanced   the  irony  of  the  whole  well-nigh  un- 
^dutab  e  situation.     Again  and  again  he  was  upon 
the  brink  of  confession.     If  he  paused  on  the  brink  it 
was  not,  to  do  the  poor  feUow  justice,  mere  personal 
timidity  tuat  held  him  back.    There  was,  so  Spurline 
assured   him,   a   very   real   danger   that   some  sudden 
emotion,   or   even   annoyance,   might    prove    fatal   to 
Julyan,  and  by  the  time  that  that  danger  seemed  to 
have  passed  away  a  good  many  things  had  happened. 
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Hii  en^ment  had  been  announced:  hii  people  had 
been  affectionately  received  in  St.  James'.  Square  bv 
their  future  daughter-in-law ;  it  had  been  arranged  that 
the  mamage  .hould  take  place  quietly  in  the  autumn  ; 
nw  retirement  from  the  rervice,  rendered  almost  obliga- 
tor by  the  claim,  of  the  position  which  he  wa.  destined 

J^«    u     JT"  ^'^'^  "P°"-   ^*"»*  8«*  "J'i'y  more 
difflcult,  while  remor«!,  unhappily,  grew  more  and  more 

So  it  wa.  with  a  wmewhat  .orry  reproduction  of  hi. 
old  boywh  smile  that  Forrester  emei^  upon  the 
terrace  where  Helen  was  waiting  for  him,  and  the 
robust  cheerfulness  of  Spurting,  who  had  travelled 
down  from  London  with  him,  was  needed  to  lend  mme 
air  of  jollity  to  their  joint  arrival. 

"I  bring  you  good  news,"  Spurting  said,  as  he  di  k 
hand,  with  Miss  Bligh.  "ITie  Colonel  stood  the  n..ve 
to  Maidenhead  splendidly,  and  my  being  here  now  is 
the  best  proof  that  he's  out  of  the  wood,  or  nearly 

«  Three  cheers ! "  cried  Miss  Bligh  aggressively. 

To  relieve  the  moment  of  complete  silence  which  this 
ejacuUtion  inevitably  brought  about,  Helen  inquired 
whether  anything  wore  had  been  heanl  as  to  Lady 
Lavemock's  condition,  and  was  told  that  the  last 
accounts  of  the  unfortunate  woman  were  as  bad  as 
could  be.  Since  her  removal  to  an  asylum  she  had 
ronk  mto  settled  melancholia;  it  was  with  the  utmort 
difficulty  that  she  could  be  induced  to  swallow  food, 
and  Ae  had  lost  strength  so  rapidly  that  her  life  was 
considered  to  be  in  imminent  danger. 
"Not  that  you  need  pity  her  for  that,"  Spurling 


28o  THE  PERJURER 

•dded.     "Her  frienda,  if  she  has  any,  must  hope  that 
she  may  be  dying."  ^  7^   ' 

"Can't  we  talk  about  something  else?"  struck  in 
Forrerter,  with  a  species  of  plaintive  petulance  which  he 
had  often  displayed  of  late.  "There  are  other  thing, 
to  talk  about,  you  know-heaps  of  things.  What  a 
niMMng  place  this  is !    I  don't  wonder  at  your  loving  it, 

Helen  was  always  re..dy  to  enlarge  upon  the  beauties 
and  charms  of  her  home,  and  conversation  was  kept  up 
bnsUy  enough  until  Mr.  Barton  and  Lady  £li^;beth 
amved  to  complete  the  smaU  party.  Mr.  Barton,  set 
fiee  for  a  short  tjme  from  official  car^  and  thankful 
for  surcease  of  domestic  scandals,  was  in  a  benign  mood ; 
LadyEhzabeth  was  full  of  proposals  for  the  duf celebm- 

!!!!!^  *  ".."T'"  '"""'"^  ""P*'"^'  ^»^<*  her  niece  pro- 
ceeded to  knock  gently  but  firmly  on  the  head ;  soon  it 
was  time  to  dress  for  dimier,  and  the  evening  passed  off 
without  any  incident  of  an  unpleasant  natul^ 

«^out  the  occurrence  of  unpleasant  incidents  Z 
better  fortime  than  poor  Forrester  had  dared  to  antici- 
pate ;  for  although  he  had  not  fomid  her  openly  hostile 
ance  their  conversation  in  the  library  at  St.  James's 
Square  she  had  „ot  spam!  him  occasional  remarks 
fi  li'f  ""*^  °'  "  "^"""^  interpretation,  nor  h«l  she 
refused  h^  the  solace  of  a  malicious  little  smOe  whl 

Kigh^as  has  been  s«d,  was  growing  infirm  of  purpose. 
She  famkly  acknowledged  as  much,  in  the  coui^  ofthe 
evemng,  to  Spurting  who  amioyed  her  by  replying  that 
he  was  very  glad  to  hear  it  rj  ■«   "»■. 
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«  You  ought  not  to  be  glad,"  said  she ;  « it's  sbahbj 
and  immoral  of  you  to  be  glad." 

"  Well,  I  sin  in  good  company,  it  seems." 
"  Oh,  if  you  mean  mine,  Fm  a  woman." 

A,',*!!"  ^r  i*  *™'°  ""^  *°  ^"^y  *^*  t»«t'»  condusive. 
AU  that  I  know  about  women  goes  to  support  your 
inference.  Fm  a  Uttle  surprised  to  hear  it  suggested  bv 
you,  though."  ' 

.u"'^°".r'^'^'*  ^  '^y°"  knew  anything  about^ny. 
tAmg.  Women  are  not  more  immoral  than  men— quite 
the  contrary.  Only  for  them  the  abstract  doesn't  exist 
Ask  them  whether  a  particular  line  of  conduct  is  right 
or  wrong,  and,  if  they  have  the  courage  to  teU  you  what 
they  reaUy  think,  they'U  answer  that  it  aU  depends 
But  the  male  mind  is  supposed  tt  be  more  logical  and 
ju(hcial.  In  other  words,  Fm  so  fond  of  Helen  that, 
rather  than  spoU  her  happiness,  Tm  prepared  to  throw 
Colonel  Julyan  to  the  wolves ;  and  I  should  respect  you 
more,  David,  if  you  were  to  look  a  little  bit  disgusted, 
instead  of  rubbing  your  hands  and  grinning." 

Whether  in  the  hope  of  earning  Miss  Bligh's  respect 
or  from  other  incentives,  Spurling's  fece  took  on  a  more 
senous  expression.  « It's  an  intricate  business,"  he  said ; 
"we  can't  go  into  it  now,  with  Forrester  staring  at  us' 
and  Lady  Elizabeth  thirsting  for  bridge.  I  say,  are 
you  going  to  church  tomorrow  ?  " 
"  Of  course.     So  are  you." 

"  Am  I  ?  I  had  rather  hoped  I  wasnt ;  but  if  yon 
say  I  am,  I  suppose  it  is  sa  How  about  a  walk  and  a 
talk  in  the  afternoon,  then  i  " 

Miss  Bligh  replied  that  she  didn't  mind,  and  made 
the   same   response    on    behalf  of  herself  and    her 
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ne^bour  to  Hden,  who  now  cromed  the  room  to  bar 
a«^ce  in  making  up  a  rubber  for  the  two  eldeiT^ 
As  for  me,"  Helen  added  under  her  breath,  «I 
hate  the  veiy  sight  of  cards,  and  I  believe  Eustace 
does  too." 

It  would    be  a  wonder  if  he  didn't.  Miss  Bligh 
bought;   but  she   had  given  up   saying  aloud   what 
she  thought  about  Captain  Forrester.     She   saw  the 
time    coaling    when  she  would  have  to  teU  herself 
that  he  had  been  "more  sinned  against  than  sinning," 
or  "the  victim  of  circumstances  "—some  such  feeble 
formula  being    requisite  to  salve   even  a  comwience 
avowedly  feminin*.    The  trouble  with  her  was  that 
she  did  not  happen  to  be  as  immune  from  the  tyranny 
of  abstract  principles  as  she  had  asserted  that  her  sex 
in  general  is.    For  love  of  Helen  Monk  she  might 
consent  to  commit  a  crime  or  be  privy  to  one^ut 
assuring  herself  that  such  conduct  was  justified  by 
events  would  not  make  her  believe  anything  of  the 
kmd.     Moreover,  her  heart  had  gone  out  to  Colonel 
Julyan,  who  ought  to  have  won  Helen's  heart,  and 
had  ahnost  seemed  to  do  so,  yet  who  had  somehow 
contnved  to  get  himself  beaten  by  a  manifestly  in- 
fenor  rival.      Upon  the    whole,  therefore,  it   might 
prove  consoling  or  exculpating  to  hear  what  David 
Spurling  had  to  say  for  himself. 

Now  Major  Spurling  had  something  quite  important 
to  say,  and  had  come  down  to  WUtshire  for  the  express 
purpose  of  saying  it.  It  was,  however,  of  a  personal 
'lature  and  was  but  indirectly  connected  with  the 
subject  of  which  Miss  Bligh's  mind  was  fiiU.  No 
doubt  this  was  why  his  attention  wandered  and  his 
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answers  were  provokingly  irrelevant  during  the  first 
half-mile  of  the  walk  upon  which  he  and  she  duly 
set  forth  on  the  succeeding  afternoon.  As  soon  as 
they  reached  the  cool  shelter  of  the  woods  for  which 
they  had  been  making,  Miss  Bligh  lowered  her  sunshade 
and  struck  the  ground  with  it  emphatically. 

"Look  here,"  said  she  ;  "I  can  amuse  myself  better 
on  a  blazing  hot  day  than  by  spurring  an  unwilling 
horse.  So  if  you're  going  to  be  mute  and  evasive, 
Fm  off  home  to  read  a  book." 

"I  beg  your  pardon,"  answered  Spurling,  with  un- 
wonted humUity.  "I  don't  want  to  evade  anything; 
only  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  I  can't  think  of 
more  than  one  thing  at  a  time,  and  just  now  it's  the 
question  of  your  future  that  rather  bothers  me." 

Mies  Bligh  looked  more  surprised  than  gratified. 
"Much  obliged,"  said  she,  "but  I  dont  quite  see 
why  it  should.  Fm  very  well  able  to  look  after  myself 
and  my  future,  whatever  it  may  be,  thank  you." 

"Yes;  but  what  M  it  to  be?"  Spurling  persisted. 
"You  won't,  if  I  know  anything  of  you— and  you'll 
allow  perhaps  that  I  do  know  something  of  you— 
consent  to  stay  on  with  Miss  Monk  after  she  marries." 
"Ill  allow  that  your  searching  analysis  of  my 
character  hasn't  misled  you  there." 

"And,  from  what  you  have  told  me,  I  gather  that 
you  have  hardly  what  can  be  called  an  independent 
income." 

"A  fluctuating  two  hundred  a  year.     It  doesn't 
exceed  that  figure,  and  it's  apt  to  fall  short  of  it 
when  certain  mines  reduce  or  pass  their  dividend." 
"  My  dear  Susan ! — what  business  have  you  to  hold 


484  THE   PERJURER 

mining   shares?     It    only   shows-but    111  come  to 

that^kter.     So  then  what  is  it  to  be ?    Govemessing 

"I    suppose    so.      Unless    some    elderly   lady    or 

Ef  Si  "£1"^"  -"-''  -  ''"''""^  --p^- 

"WeU,"  said  Spurling  unemotionaUy,  "there's  me. 
You  might  just  consider  the  alternative.  It  isnt  a 
"l-^ng  one,  I  grant  you.  Tm  not  as  young  as  I 
was  m  the  days  when  you  sent  me  to  the  right-about  ■ 
I  have  no  prospects  worth  mentioning;  my  means, 
beyond  my  pay,  don't  amount  to  much  more  than 

house  which  you  mightn't  like.  On  the  other  hand, 
^you  look  at  my  negative  merits,  I'm  neither  an  old 
woman  nor  a  person  of  weak  intellect." 

BhIJ""  ''°\'°'T  "'  *^''*'  Do^id,"  answered  Miss 
Bhgh  gravely;  "Tm  not  at  aU  so  sure  of  that.  This 
absurd  .ugg^tion  of  yours  couldn't  have  come  from 
the  hard-headed  Army  surgeon  I  took  you  for.  I  g"" 
you  aU  due  credit  for  softness  of  heart,  though." 

of  tJ^^Lrtr^'if"'""*?*^  Spurbng  eagerly;  "nothing 
of  the  sort !    If  you  fancy  that  Fm  attempting  to  be 

fm«lml?f  ''"T"'^  *°  y""  ''  «  businesslike 

arrangement  for  your  advantage  and  mine.  I  want  a 
home ;  so  do  you.  I  want  looking  after  in  some  ways, 
and  Pm  sure  you  do  in  others-witness  those  invi^ 
mente  of  your.!  And,  mind  you,  it  isn't  as  tfte 
didnt  understand  one  another  pretty  weU.  We  mlv 
have  our  little  diffe^ncs;  but  they  don't  uLdi 
to  one  another's  sterling  quaUties-at  least,  I  Zy  sa" 
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that  they  don't  Mind  me  to  yours-end  it's  my  belief 
that  we  should  get  on  together  better  than  most  coup'es 
do.     1  wish  you  would  think  of  it,  Susan '  " 

Perhaps  it  would  be  doing  Miss    Bbgh's   maiden 
modesty  no  great  mjustice  to  say  that  she  had  thought 

upo.1  the  whole,  extremely  pleasant  to  her,  and  during 
the  process  of  ,ts  renewal  there  had  been  passages  which 
may  have  prepared  her  in  some  degr«=ZX  issue. 
^t^^J""  "°t  the  woman  to  accept  compassionate 
protection;  neither  did  matrimony  upon  a  bLis  of 
mutual  accommodation  commend  itself  to  her  Thus 
It  came  about  that  Spurting,  in  spite  of  his  disclaimer, 
had  to  p  ead  guilty  to  a  toucn  of  sentiment,  if  not  of 
sentimentality.  A  faded  photograph,  representing  the 
slim  Susan  of  an  earlier  day,  came  out  of  his  pocket; 
confession  was  made  of  smidiy  regretful,  not  to  say 
remorseful,  hours;  the  sad  lot  of  a  bachelor  who  in 
middle  age  remained  faithful  to  the  dreams  of  youth, 
and  whose  constancy  was  surely  deserving  of  something 

deJ2^        '""^'"""  "^  "*"^^  """  '"'^'^-d 

ti,"^^f'''^f^f^  '''*^  ^"*'^'  Uncle  Toby  with 
the  Widow  Wadman!"  laughed  Miss  Bligh,  while  she 
hastily  flicked  something  off  her  eyelid.  "No-  I 
don't  suppose  you  look  particularly  like  either  of  them : 
but  I  haven  t  the  smallest  doubt  that  I  look  like  an 
o  d  fool.  And  weU  I  may,"  she  added  suddenly  facing 
him,     for  Lord  knows  it's  what  I  am,  David  • " 

It  is  a  well-known  and  melancholy  fa;t  that  nobody 
is  ever  too  old  to  be  a  fool ;  but  then  again  there  ai^ 
phases  of  wisdom  which  only  wear  the  outward  aspect 
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of  folly  by  reason  of  certain  physical  conditions  with 
which  they  are  really  in  no  wise  concerned.  If  Sptip. 
ling  and  Miss  Bligh  were  fatally  doomed  to  look 
ludicrous  as  a  pair  of  lovers,  that  is  a  very  good 
reason  for  not  looking  at  them,  and  there  is  no  need 
to  report  their  conversation  until  it  reached,  at  a 
somewhat  advanced  hour,  the  topic  upon  which  they 
had  ostensibly  met  to  converse.  With  a  necessarily 
condensed,  yet  exhaustive,  summing  up  of  the  warring 
forces  by  which  she  found  herself  assailed.  Miss  Bligh 
brought  her  hearer  back  to  the  standpoint  of  the 
previous  evening, 

"  You  called  it  an  intricate  business,  and  I  don't  say 
that  it  hasn't  intricacie.  for  a  poor,  weak  woman.  But 
now  what  I  want  to  know  is  how  a  resolute,  upright, 
sensible  man  means  to  deal  with  it." 

"Such  a  man  as  you  describe,  my  dear  Susan," 
answered  Spurling,  "usually  makes  it  a  rule  to  mind 
his  otm  business." 

"Don't  beg  the  question,  David.  Tell  me  this ;  are 
you  convinced  now  of  what  has  been  as  clear  as  the  sun 
at  noonday  to  me  all  alo-g  ?  Do  you  believe  now  that 
Colonel  Julyan  never  sat  down  to  play  with  Lavemock 
and  never  won  a  penny  of  his  money  ?  " 

"A  doctor,"  Spurling  replied,  after  remaining  silent 
for  a  moment,  "sees  and  hears  many  things  which  he 
is  bound  to  keep  to  himself;  still  I  won't  make  more 
mysteries  than  I  can  help  with  you,  Susan.  To  you 
m  go  the  length  of  saying  that  I  have  had  to  accept 
your  theory.  At  first  it  seemed  to  me  past  belief.  I 
didn't  believe  that  any  man,  let  alone  a  man  of  Colonel 
Julyan's  sort,  would  be  such  an  infernal  ass— saving 
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your  pr««,ce-«  to  behave  like  that     But  human 

triSh  't :"' "°* "?""  •  "S^*  -«-' 

wiumph.  It  was  no  surprise  to  me,"  she  declared 
JWer  would  have  put  me  on  to  it  befU '^i, 

"Poor  devil!" 

"  Yes ;  but  what  about  poor  Colonel  Julyan  ?    You 

M  we  Aould  have  to  do  would  be  to  tackle 
Captain  Forrester,  and  there  wouldn't  be  the  le«t 
difficulty  about  it." 

« WeU,  why    haven't    you    tackled    him?     But  I 
ne^'t  ask.     You  realise  the  cruelty  and  futi%  of 

w^trthj '"" '''"  "^'"^ ""'  *^''  «-  «-t  you 

w^  on  the  wrong  scent  when  you  imagined  that  Miss 
Monk  was  m  love  with  the  Colonel " 
oJn"^',*^"^  "  ^'•'    "'  *''°"«''*  ^^^  there  was  any 
Would  tackle  Captain  Fon^ter  as  soon  as  l^k  at 

J'  ^L"*  *'"  "1'*  "^y-  y°"'''  '"''•i  y°«  hand.    WeU 

^■Ji     lu      1°  '^  '^  '""°^°*  ""^  condemni 
and  pelt«i  wUh  mud  ;  I  don't  like  it  a  bit.    But  then 

accord,  that  undoing  his  work  will  only  make  other 
people  ud^appy,  without  increasing  his^hap^U*": 

SitTl      r    "  "  "^■'^  °"°^"y  «°-  he'll  live 
that  down— always  supposing  that  he  does  live." 


388 


THE  PERJURER 


"  He  i*  (Hit  of  danger,  iro't  he  ?  " 
"No;  he  isn't  reaUy  out  of  danger  yet,  and  rmnot 
•ure  that  he  ever  wiU  be.  Tm  by  no  meani  nue  that 
such  a  shock  as  he  would  get  if  he  were  to  hcM'  that 
this  marriage  had  been  broken  off  on  his  account  might 
not  be  the  death  of  him." 

"David,"  exclaimed  Miss  Bligh  tragically,  "are  we 
going  to  slink  out  of  it  on  that  pretext  ?  " 

"I  think  I  am,"  Spurling  replied;  "it's  a  sound 
one.  You,  of  course,  have  others,  which  as  I  gather, 
seem  to  you  sufficient." 

Thereupon  Miss  Bligh  astonished  him  by  abruptly 
bursting  into  teai^ 

"Oh,  dont  fuss!"  she  sobbed,  mopping  her  eyes 
with  her  handkerehief;  "I  shall  be  aU  right  in  a 
minute.  We'U  do  as  you  say ;  we  won't  make  mischief. 
I  can't  have  Helen's  life  spoilt  for  her.  But  to  my 
dying  day  I  shall  never  he  able  to  foigive  myself! " 


CHAPTER  XXIII 

FOMMTE.   HAS   A  SniPBM, 

8=^«nu  aiaue,  amongst  which  was  attendance  at  «ft«r 
noon  so^ce  on  Sundays.     Sometimes,  of  ^.Ist 
h»d  to  forego  this  pious  practice  owiW  Z  T^iJ 
no  afternoon  .ervi„  to  attend     buT^  ?.  ^"« 

-cien,  toothless  Rector,  who'ha^  hL^l^  wt,:! 

vamsned,  the  betrothed  couple  could  look  forward  *„ 
"°^e7:*TL^^"  "'""^  anotherWm^t 

S  Sd  ;t  jt"'^-H^»-hodidm=:L7S 

talking,  and  at  length  Forrester's  preoccupation  became 
so  noticeable  that  something  had  to  be  saM  al^^uuT 
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"There'i  sucli  a  thing  a*  being  rather  fri^ten«l  at 
oneV  good  fortune,"  wa«  the  explanation  that  he  gave, 
in  reply  to  inquiries.  «  You  know  Helen— or,  if  you 
dont,  Tm  sure  Min  Bligh  will  tell  you— Fm  inferior  to 
you  in  every  way.  What  if  you  were  to  repent  of 
having  married  me  when  it  was  too  late?" 

Helen  laughed.  "I  am  not  given  to  repenting  of 
anything  that  I  do,"  she  declared,  with  a  good  deal 
of  truth;  "and  please  don't  say  again  that  you  an 
inferior  to  me,  Eustace,  for  I  don't  like  it.  I  am  not 
the  least  silly  about  you ;  I  know  exactly  what  you  are, 
and  you  are  exa^ly  what,  in  my  opinion,  a  man  ought 
to  be.  Very  likely  you  won't  set  the  Thames  on  fire ; 
but  who  wants  an  incendiary  husband  ?  I  don't,  for  one. 
The  husband  I  want — the  only  husiiand  I  could  ever 
love  or  endure  to  live  with— is  just  such  a  man  as  you 
are,  a  man  who  u  brave  and  modest  and  chivalrous  and 
who  is  simply  incapable  of  a  mean  thought  or  act" 

"Nobody  is  incapable  of  meanness,"  sighed  the  ex- 
cruciated Forrester.     "Suppose  you  were  to  discover 
that,  after  all,  I  had  done  some  beastly  mean  thing?" 
"  Don't  be  ridiculous ! "  Helen  protested.    "  Pve  paid 
you  as  many  compliments  as  are  good  for  you,  and  you 
will  get  no  more  from  me  by  suggesting  impossibilities." 
She  was  quite  impervious  to  any  such  suggestion  of 
his ;  evidently  she  bad  no  inkling  of  what  he  was  driving 
at ;  evidently  Miss  Bligh  had  not  paved  the  way  for  a 
revelation  which  he  knew  not  how  to  withhold  any 
longer.    He  very  nearly  came  out  with  it  there  and  then. 
Possibly  he  would  have  done  so  if  they  had  not  encoun- 
tered the  head  gardener,  taking  a  uunday  afternoon  stroll 
through  the  grounds,  and  if  that  .'  nctionary  had  not 
been  inordinately  fond  of  the  sound  of  his  own  voice. 
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munW  deep,  ^ve  the  7^  kJ^^Zj'""'  "^ 
mow  opportunity  w«  lort    '^  "****'  ""^     .a.  on. 

.pp««u.ce  until  ^ly  Jl  Xt''  -"*  P"t  «  « 
It.  quite  a  relief  to  ,ee  yourhe  «m.rked-  «w. 
begw  to  think  you  murt  have  doped." 

"On  the  contrary," she  returned,  "it's  in«t  h-~ 
I  have  one  and  because  it  has  teen  woS,^"* 
•natter  how  many  years  tl,«ri  '**^, ''*"'"»«  *>'  no 

being  done  out  o^  my  U"^***  """^  """  ""•«"-'  "'« 

Bh!!h  w2  ^^"^  """  °"*  °'  *"°  *W'*'  -Web  Miss 
uugb  hated  even  more  than  that.  «n^  IT       i. 

hurried  interview  with  W.i!      t  ?  '  subsequent 


y 
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you  wouldn't  far  U>«  worid  hurt  an  cUcriy  ^tiiwter*t 
fcding»byUu(^ng«ther;  but  for  goodn««' Mke  ddnt 
br—the  »  word  to  Mybody  elwl  David  hM  hem  iwora 
to  tecreey.  Incredible  u  it  may  appear,  I  do  beUeve  he 
fa  proud  of  hii  oonquert,  and  he  Memed  quite  wrpriied 
•nd  diiappointed  when  I  warned  him  that  if  he  gave  me 
away,  all  ihould  be  over  between  "».  Hewid  he  couldn't 
for  the  life  of  him  Me  what  we  hwl  to  be  ashamed  of." 

"Nor  can  I,"  aniwered  Helen,  "and  I  dont  for  a 
moment  believe  that  you  are  aahamed.  Oh,  Sune,  how 
glad  I  am  !_and  how  relieved  I  I  have  been  half  hoping 
for  this,  although  I  »carcely  dared  to  hope." 

She  added,  after  the  embraces  appropriate  to  the 
occasion  had  been  exchanged,  that  of  couive  she  would 
comply  with  her  friend's  wish  so  fer  as  her  unde  and 
aiiot  were  concerned,  but  that  she  really  must  be 
aUowed  to  tell  Eustace,  and  leave  to  make  that  exception 
was  reluctantly  granted. 

«i5f«willlaugh,ifanybodydoei,"grumhledMissBlid.. 
"Not  before  me,  though.  No,  I  dont  think  Captain 
Forrester  will  kuj^  at  me  to  my  face."  She  concluded, 
in  a  voice  grave  with  menace,  «  He'd  better  not ! " 

He  falsified  anticipation  by  relraining  from  kuriiing 
at  her  behind  her  back.  ITiat  Spnrling  and  she  should 
marry  if  they  were  so  disposed  did  not  strike  him  as  a 
joke,  nor  even  as  a  circumstance  of  any  great  consequence 
OT  interest.  Something  much  more  irresistibly  comic 
tiian  that  would  have  been  needed  to  drow  a  smile  from 
lum  as  he  sat,  smoking  meditatively,  beside  Helen  in 
the  garden  after  dinner  and  listened  to  what  she 
described  as  the  best  of  good  news.  The  worst  of  bad 
news  was  what  he  had  to  offer  in  return.  His  mind 
was  at  length  made  up  to  that.     If  what  he  was  going 
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to  do  involTMl  •  brwK*  of  fUth  with  Colond  JuItm. 

*•  WM  ior^s  but  there  WM  no  help  for  it    Nor  wm 

«»«•  any  help  for  other  mirfortanei  which  it  miriit. 

Md  .hnort  cert«nly  would,  ent«l.    FWther  retiowc. 

iMd  become  •  aheer  impo«ibUity,  nd  by  le«ling  him 

out  into  the  KduBion  of  the  ttvlit  .ummer  night  Helen 

h«l  only  Mt.cip.ted  the  request  which  heh«l  been  upon 

f1?J^°k  f  j°^"*  -  -oon  -  Mr.  B«ton  «>d  lady 

Elarteth  iMd  begun  to  nod  po.t-prMdiaUy  oyer  their 

«|^i»ebool«.     Butitw«noteMytomake».t.rt. 

wd  ho-  rejoicing,  .t  the  mould  into  which  her  friend's 

fotureh«lK,  happily  shaped  it«elfg,ve  him  no  «»i.tance; 
It  I.  «,  old  attachment  revived,-  die  was  saying, 
"which  make,  it  aU  the  more  hopeful  and  satisfactory 
I  have  been  worrying  myself  to  death  about  Susie;  for 
I  wuldnt  imagine  what  was  to  become  of  her. 
NatiwUy  I  wanted  her  to  live  with  us;  but  she 
wouldn't  hear  of  that.  She  «ud  tUt,  for  one  thing, 
you  wouldn't  like  it."  ^^ 

"Oh,  I  Wouldn't  have  minded,"  answered  Forrerter. 
•eeing  on  opening  at  last  and  making  for  it ;  "  but  she 
would.  -Die  fact  is  that  Mis.  Bligh  doesn't  Uke  me, 
*nd  I  m  afraid  I  can  tell  you  why." 

«  You  needn't,"  laughed  Helen ;  "the  very  simple 
reason  is  that  poor  Susie  would  never  like  any  husband  of 
mine  much.  One  doesn't,  as  a  rule,  manage  to  be  very 
fond  of  one's  fnends'  husband,  or  wives,  does  one  ? 
Not  that  I  AaU  have  the  least  difficulty  in  being  fond 
rf  Major  Spurling,  who  is  a  most  excellent  man,  beside, 
being,  m  this  instance,  the  incarnation  of  poetical 
justice."  "^ 

"  Poetical  jusHcc,"  observed  Forrester,  who  perceived 
that  he  would  have  to  break  his  fences  for  himrelf,  « is 
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all  very  weD ;  but  one  cant  command  it  One  Unit 
toy  to  be  a»  jurt  as  one  can  on  one's  own  hook,  and  I 
know  that's  what  you  always  want  to  be,  Helen.  It 
isn't  your  fiuilt  that  you  have  been  horribly  unjust 
to  the  Colonel,  but— you  have." 

Dim  as  the  light  was,  he  saw  Helen's  face  change. 
Ho-  voice  also  had  an  altered  and  chiUy  ring  as  die 
w^ :  «  Eustace,  it  makes  me  miserable  that  we  should 
difler  about  that  man,  or  about  anybody  or  anything 
else ;  but  differ  we  must.  Perhaps  he  was  not  the  only 
cause  of  Lavemock's  death,  and  it  may  be  true  that  he 
was  not  anzious  to  play  that  night,  and  it  is  certainly 
true  that  his  punishment  has  been  severe.  If  I  admit 
that,  and  if  I  agree  to  speak  to  him  when  we  meet- 
which  wiU  not  be  often,  I  hope-you  can't  caU  me 
unjust  But  don't  ask  me  to  be  friend!  with  him. 
W  his  own  free  will  he  made  me  a  solemn  promise,  and 
tten,  upon  provocation  so  slight  that  it  seems  to  me 
like  no  provocation  at  all,  he  broke  it  Frankly,  I  call 
such  an  offence  unpardonable,  and  so  would  you,  who 
we  the  soul  of  honour  yourself,  if  anybody  but  Colonel 
Julyan  had  committed  it" 

A  subdued  moan  broke  from  Forrester,  who  rejoined  ■ 
"You  won't  caU  me  the  soul  of  honour  presently,  and 
It  isn't  the  Colonel  who  needs  your  pardon.  A  good 
deal  might  be  said;  but  I  believe  the  best  plan  is  to 
teU  you  the  bare  fact.  The  Colonel  never  played  with 
LavemocL  ai  alL  It  was  I  who  played  with  him  and  I 
who  won  h'^  money." 

Helen  drew  in  her  breath  quickly,  but  said  nothing. 
Whether  she  did  not  trust  herself  to  speak  or  whether 
she  felt  that  a  statement  so  abrupt  and  so  appalling 
must  be  amplified  before  any  comment  could  be  made 
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upon  it  he  could  only  conjecture;  but,  as  she  did  not 
help  him,  he  went  on : 

"  Yes,  that's  the  bare  fact.  Now  Til  teU  you  how  it 
•U  happened.  Of  course  I  ought  not  to  have  sat  down 
to  cards  with  Lavemock ;  I  had  as  good  as  promised 
you  that  I  wouldn't,  and  the  Colonel  didn't  wish  it, 
and  God  knows  I  didn't  wish  it  myself!  I  was  feeling 
very  seedy  and  all  I  wanted  was  to  go  to  bed.  But 
Lavemock  jeered  at  me,  and  I  got  rather  hot,  and  at 
last,  like  a  fool,  I  consented  to  play  a  few  hands. 
WeU,  when  once  I  had  begun  there  was  no  stopping 
He  wouldn't  let  me  go  after  I  had  lost,  and  I  could 
hardly  insist  upon  giving  up  after  I  had  won.  Then 
nothing  would  satisfy  him  but  doubles  or  quits,  and  the 
end  of  it  was  that  I  found  myself  the  winner  of  some 
preposterous  sum.  He  gave  me  an  I.  O.  U.  for  it,  and  I 
tore  up  the  paper  as  soon  as  he  was  .at  of  the  room. 
He  wasn't  quite— weU,  not  quite  himself,  you  know, 
and  I  really  hoped  he  would  have  forgotten  all  about  it 
by  the  morning." 

Here  Forrester  paused  for  a  moment  and  sighed, 
while  Helen  remained  absolutely  mute  and  motionless. 
"You  know,"  he  resumed,  "what  happened  after- 
wards. What  with  the  horror  of  it  and  what  with 
influenza  coming  on,  I  was  almost  off  my  head  at  the 
time,  and  my  memory  is  rather  confused;  but  I 
recoUect  Spurling's  reading  us  that  letter  which  was 
addressed  to  him  and  saying  that  it  couldn't  be  sup- 
pressed; which  of  course  meant  that  everybody, 
including  you,  must  hear  that  I  had  won  a  lot  of 
money  from  Lavemock.  I  believe  I  was  in  a  great 
state  of  despair,  for  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  couldn't 
hope  to  be  forgiven,  and  I  suppose  the  Colonel  was 
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•ony  for  me.     Anyhow,  «  soon  «  Spurling  had  left  u. 

hSv  w    U  t     '^-  *°  "y  •>«  J""!  been  the  winner,  no-  ' 

that  he  caUed  .t  a  simple  solution  of  the  difficulty." 

And  you  gave  your  consent  to  that  ?  "  asked  Helen 

breaking  silence  at  last.  ' 

«I  don't  think  so ,  but  if  youTl  believe  me-I  hope 

you  will,  for  it's  God's  truth  !-I  cant  say  whethT^ 

£  hLTJi  '  '"""^^^P-'-^  ■»-<  ^-e  inteL;^^^ 
he  hustled  me  off  upstairs,  I  know.    Nothing  mor« 
comes  back  to  me  until  I  was  sitting  up  in  LZ 

brought  me  didn't  give  a  report  of  the  inquest,  whil 
was  over  a.d  done  with  by  that  time  ;  butl^e  ^^ 
««phs  and  a  few  abusive  letter  told  me  how  IZ 

wnte  to  the  Home  Secretarjr  or  somebody  and  say  that 

Colonel  clapped  tiie  gag  on  me  at  once  by  asking 
whether  I  wanted  to  see  him  sent  into  penal  4rS 
for  perjury.     Unfortunately,  there's   ufgettir^^^: 

motiv,^.  So-there  It  was.  Since  then  Tve  begged  the 
Colonel  several  times  to  let  me  at  least  take^Tinto 
our  confidence;  but  he  has  always  refused,  L Tn  h^ 
present  state  he  can't  be  argui  wiUi.    Z,  Helen 

T.  7  u"P*'"«'  "«''  •»"«  -hat  may  o  f  5 
glad  and  thankful  tiiat  you  do.     Miss  Bligh,  rj.'^ 

guesses  If  she  doesn't  actuaUy  know.     Perhaps  yl^ 

think  that  I  ought  to  have  spoken  before     AUl  ^ 

sayistiiatif  Ihadn't  been  in":  sort  of  Jly  pfejg^"^ 
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rijm^l  »l«>«>ld  have  spoken  long  ago.    The  Colonel 
yna  ««^  m,  of  having  betrayed  him  ;  but  Tm  certain 

you  can  be  trusted  to  keep  his  secret " 

"I  can't  do  that ! "  interrupted  Helen  suddenly. 
She  got  up  «ying,  «I  „,ust  have  a  minute  or  two 
iZ.    \T*'''^'^«»'y«'y-lf'J«t°ughttobedo^ 
Please  wait  here  until  I  come  back.     I  shall  not  be  long  " 

h„?l~Ii^^  ,  ""  ''*"*  ''•""  ^^'  '"'•*  or  manner  of 
thn  K  IL"',^"^  "*""=*^  ^--  He  watched  h^ 
^i^M^""  "'""'^  '"'"'"  *«  »^-*«de  which 
bounded  the  terrace  and  while  she  stood  there,  gazing 

hands  clasped  behmd  her.  She  might  be  trying  to  make 
«.me  exc^  for  him-there  were,  afte/allf  obit 
«cuses-.he  might  be  condemning  him  on  the  groun" 
^A^Ji^'^^T"'  extenuating  circumstan^  he 

tremendous  sacnfice  which  Colonel  Julyan  had  made 
upon  the  a^tar  of  friendship  could  be  aLpted  or  not 
For  somethmg  less  than  five  minutes,  which  seemed  to 
him  like  somethmg  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  she 
remained  m  the  same  p«,ture,  and  when  at  length  she 
turned  to  retrace  her  steps,  his  heart  sank.  She  was 
going,  he  felt  convinced,  to  teU  him  that  she  was  sorry 

nl^"'    1^"*  t  '""'•'  "°*  ^P-*  h-  -d  -^ 
never  now  be  his  wife.     Had  she  not  already  declared 

that  the  class  of  olTence  to  which  he  had  pleaded  guiUy 
was  in  her  eyes  an  unpardonable  one?    The  greater  wi 

ll  r*^"!!,*  *°  ""u  •""  "■""  «™8  «»-dIim  and 
her  lips  pressed  upon  his  check. 

«  Oh,  you  poor  boy !  "  she  whispered,  «  how  miserable 
you  must  have  been ! " 
He  broke  out  into  an  incoherent  rhapsody  of  joy  and 
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gratitude,     thd  she  forgiven  him,  then?     Wa.  Ae 
certain  that  she  quite  forgave  him  ? 

"Ihave  nothing  to  forgive,"  was  her  answer.  ««At 
I««t,  only  one  thing.  You  ought  to  have  luiown  better 
than  to  think  that  I  should  blame  you  for  having  let 
poor  Lavemock  tempt  you  into  gambling  with  him  I 
should  have  perfectly  understood,  and  I  wish  you  h«i 
not  made  that  mistake,  because  then-but  we  won't  talk 
about  It  All  the  rest  was  done  without  your  consent 
or  knowledge.  You  wei^  driven  into  an  Inpasse,  and 
no  wonder  you  couldn't  see  how  to  escape  frornit  1 " 

nni  !!?,**  '^^"'^'  "°  *°"''^'"  *•"»*  tWs  complete  and 
unhoped-for  acquittal  filled  all  his  thoughts  aJd  speech 
for  some  httle  ime,  but  he  ended  by  remembering 
fortunate  people  and  asking  Helen  whether  there  was 
any  p^lcable  way  of  righting  p«,r  Julyan's  wrongs. 

I  don  t  know,"  she  answered  rather  coldly ;  « I  diaU 
We  to  make  inquiries.  The  whole  truth  ought  to  be 
published;  but  of  course  we  camiot  help  to  sJd  him  to 
pn«,n.  If  there  is  any  real  risk  of  a  prosecution." 

wouldnt  It  ?    Yet  one  hates  to  think  of  the  Z^  tha 

« I  hate  to  think  of  what  he  has  done ! "  exclaimed 
Helen  vehemently.     « It  was  odious  of  him '  " 

«  Odious  of  him  !  "  echoed  Forrester,  aghast. 

"Yes,  odious !  What  right  had  he  to  ky  us  under 
»uch  ar,  obligation  ?-wm  obligation  which,  very  likely 
we  shall  never  be  able  to  discharge.  AU  he  h2  ^Z] 
^  that  was  required  of  him,  was  to  tell  the  plain  truth 

Nobody-  leastofall-wouldhavethoughtor suggest 
that  poor  lavemock  had  been  made  a  victim  of^ou 
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BuMnrteadof  that,  he  »„st  needs  put  him^lf  and  u. 

If  Forrester  had  not  been  very  deeply  in  love  he 

Zt  "^r  *>'^*  "  ""^  "'  2-ers^and  1± 
«o«>  apphcable  to  «,n,ebody  else  than  to  Julyan.  Even 
«.  It  was,  he  was  shocked  and  much  distressed 

Hb  ,,''rV^'^  '°*°  "y  ^-^  th«t  you  would  feel 
bke^at  about  it !"  he  ingenuously  exclaimed.     « 

tho,«ht  you  wodd  be  awfullysorxy  for  having  misjudged 
-n  «nd-weU,  that  you  would  want  to  beg  his  pidS" 
1  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  I  should  have  been 
-.de  to  misjudge  him,"  Helen  answered,  "iF^u^ 
rt  m^^udgmg  h.m  to  have  believed  what  he  himSf 
•»«^  on  oath ;  but  I  can't  see  why  I  should  bT  W, 
pardon  for  that."  uiu  oeg  nis 

h^Jr^."^""^  "'^'"'^'  *^*  ^«  has  suffered  pretty 
heavily  m  trying  to  serve  us  both."  ' 

tl," It-  ^  f  °!'*  *"*  ^'^  ^  *"'f^™d-  I  ^^  have  to 
thank  hrm  for  humbling  me  in  the  dust.  It  is  a  dea^ 
duty  and  I  will  take  the  earliest  occasion  of  A^^ 

;^hi;rr^'^"'^^-°"«''"-^— 'fi«o 

)-'li^i°^®P"'^"^  ''•"^'^  '^y'°'  hut-Helen,  you'U 
be  good  to  him,  won't  you  ?"  >  J  "" 

hi^'^^^'^^f  "  ""'"•  "^^'  y--*'  rU  be  good  to 
turn.  One  must  assume  that  he  meant  to  be  good  to  us, 
and  perhaps,  if  I  were  to  reproach  him, TwouS 
understand  no  better  than  you  do.  If  it  were  only  for 
your  sake,  Eustace,  I  would  thank  Colonel  Julyan  and 
«y  anything  in  my  power  that  I  thought  he  would  like 
me  to  say.  But  I  wish-with  aU  my  heart  I  wish-that 
1  Had  ne\er  set  eyes  upon  him  i " 


I  I 
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Jul?"  *1  *^*  "*""-'°*'  "  accomplished,"  remarked 
folded  up  a  document  to  which  he  had  just  appended 
h«  signature  in  the  presence  of  witnejes.  TZ* 
eznaust  me  now." 

lu'-i  '^u  ''^^'''  '^'^  ^'-  ^''"'dfo'd,  who  had  come  to 
Maidenhead  from  London,  armed  with  the  last  Xand 
^tament  which  he  had  been  instructed  to  SL^ 

arrsfrfSs^-^-p-'^-AK 

2-ll.but  it  seemed  advisable  to  lose  no  moS 
about  setting  my  affairs  in  order  " 

Bwf'i""''!'^?."^''*'  '^'  y°"''*  "^  right!"  Mr 
Bkndford  asserted  briskly.     «  Rest  and  country  air  «5u 

Slr^-  '*^"^y°«'««ld-dedupZmakrng 
fresh  dispositions,  it  was  as  well  to  put  tte  mat  J 
^ugh  at  once,  and  I  am  glad  to  thlk  tUt^Iior 
Spm^g  wiU  come  into  an  uncommonly  hanZme 
inheritance  one  of  these  days.  Mav  it  h.™  ""°«»<"e 
before  he  docs ! "  ^  ^       ^  """"^  ^^^ 

"I  haven't  the  slightesi^ doubt."  observed  Julyan, 
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"that  Spurling  would  coidiaUy  echo  that  hope  if  he 
k^w  what  we  had  b««  about'  He  h«.  dorTu.  evd 
bert  to  keep  hfe  m  me,  anyhow,  and  such  i.  hi. 
profo»ional  vanity  that  although  he  is  far  from  being 
overburdened  w,thmoney,«nd although  he  now pro^ 
to  burfen  himself  with  a  wife,  I  believe  it  would  a^ 
him  beyond  all  measure  to  have  me  die  on  hi,  hands." 

Youre  not  going  todie,  sir;  you  aren't  in  the  least 
•langer  of  dying,"  the  lawyer  persisted,  with  tC 
emphasis  by  which  the  well-intentioned  are  apt  to 
betray  their  inner  misgivings. 

«So  Spurling  assures  me.  He  will  be  here  presently. 
Wont  you  lunch  with  us  and  congratulate  him  on  Us 
approaching  marriage  ?  " 

But  Mr.  Blaaidford,  pleading  business  engagements, 
took  his  leave.    Julyan  was  not  sorry  to  b-  left ;  for  it 
was  only  too  true  that  a  very  little  exertion  sufBced  to 
tiie  him  out.     Spurling  and  the  other  doctors  might 
my  what  they  hked,  but  he  was  conscious  of  stea^ly 
decreasing  vitality,  and  he  had  ascertained  that,  even 
Aould  his  life  be  prolonged   for  years,  health  and 
strength  would  never  be  his  again.     Now  there  is  not 
much  fun  in  being  a  solitary  invalid,  nor  had  this  world 
anything  left  to  offer  him  that  he  was  not  very  willing 
to  resign.    «' Tired  with  aU  these,'"  he  murmured  to 
himsdf,  as  he  lay  there,  letting  his  eyes  roam  idlyromid 
the    famihar  walls    and    rest  upon    the  various    art 
treasm^    to  which    he  had  endeavoured    to    attach 
himself,  favte  de  mieux.    He  was  quite    tired  with 
existence  and  with  what  he  had  made  of  it ;  he  found 
that  he  could  contemplate  departure  from  the  world 
with  ac  unfeigned  equanimity  which  is  probably  rar^ 
whUe  he  could  recaU  the  course  of  recent  events  with  a 
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jatirikction  which  both  plewed  and  «m,™ed  him.    He 

d^  wff  rJ"/^*''"  it  h«l  been  worth  while  to 
do  what  he  h«l  done.    That  moment,  he  waa  now 
gl«Uy  certain,  would  not  come.     The  Toy  rf  JL™ 
^l^knowledged  «df-«erifice  for  the  ^^f'^wS 
feUow^r«,ture  w  a  real  and  durable  joy.     AH  hi.  «fo 

"And  she  won't"  j"y^"flld"'^l°\'"Jl°''*- 
.««nstall  the  wind,  that  blow./u.t  ^^Je^t 
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W  hujibMd.     But  w    long  „  .he    haro't    oetuidly 

tbe«  wJl  Jway.  be  «,me  danger  lest  the  poor  beggar'. 
jen^t,vecon«.ence  should  impel  hin.  to  betray  meVand 
If  that  were  to  happen,  the  glamour  would  be  off  him  a. 

Soon  he  was  shaking  hands  with  Spurling,  who,  after 

xou  have  been  tinng  yourself." 
^»My  dear    man,"  answer«l    Julyan,   'Tu,   always 

Spurling  grunted  again.  «  Well,"  said  he,  «  we  must 
see  how  you  are  after  you  have  had  something  to  eat 
and  dnnk.    1  told  Forr^ter  he  might  come  down  and 

T^M^  ^"'l*  ^  '^"'°°"  '  *»"*  Tm  not  sme  that  I 
»nau  let  him  in." 

«  Of  course  he  must  be  let  in.  Fm  well  enough-as 
well  a.  I  ever  shaU  be.  I  da,««y  you  have  cautioned 
mm  against  imtatmg  the  animal." 

"^r'^^^r"^  ^P""""*  hesitatingly  and  a  little 
uneasily,  « I  have ;  but ^" 

"  Oh,  well,  let  him  say  what  he  likes.  After  aU,  what 
doe»  It  matter  ?  Neither  he  nor  anybody  else  can  make 
that  pulse  of  mine  which  doesn't  satisfy  you  beat  much 
festo  at  this  stage  „r  the  proceedings,  I  suspect 
Would  It  be  very  ungrateful  to  remark  that  youV^d 
your  coUeagues  have  taken  a  lot  of  trouble  which  you 
might  just  as  weU  have  spared  yourselves  ?  " 
«  ."^^,f  °^°nel,  it  would,"  returned  Spurling  gruffly  ; 
"it  would  be  damned  luigrateliil." 

"  Tten  rU  hold  my  peace.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am 
grateful.     Not  exactly  thankful,  though,  if  you  can 
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drtect  •  (hade  of  distinction  between  the  two  ad- 
jectivet." 

Spurling  ofawrved  that  he  wai  not  mudi  of  a  hand  at 
drawing  fine  distinction*.  He  might  have  added  that 
he  was  an  eztremelj  poor  hand  at  keeping  a  cecret  and 
ftat  he  knew  it  That  was  why  he  hastened  to  divert 
the  converaation  from  a  perilous  channel  by  embarking 
upon  eulogies  of  his  future  wife. 

"  For  my  part,  I  don't  mind  owning  that  Tm  both 
grateful  to  Susan  Bligh  and  thankful  for  having  met 
her  again.  You  and  I  don't  think  much  of  women  in  a 
general  way  of  speaking ;  but  one  has  to  aUow  that 
there  are  exceptions,  and  by  Jove!  she's  one  of  them. 
A  remarkable  woman,  Susan— very  remarkable  indeed. 
Anybody  can  see  that  she  has  a  kind  heart,  but  you've 

got  to  know  her  to  find  out  what  a  clear  bead  she  has. 
Upon  my  word,  I'd  as  soon  trust  Susan's  judgment  in  a 

difficulty  as  my  own ! " 

"  Tlat,'  remarked  Julyan,  « is  quite  the  right  spirit 

in  which  to  confront  matrimony.   Cling  to  it,  Spurling." 
"  I  shall  make  no  mistake  if  I  do,"  Spurling  declared. 

"All  the  same,  perhaps  you  had  better  not  tell  her  I 

said  so.    It  mightn't  be  good  for  her." 
« I  see  no  prospect  of  my  ever  having  the  chance  to 

tell  her  anything,"  said  Julyan. 

«  She'U  take  care  that  you  have  plenty  of  chances. 

Between  you  and  me.  Colonel,  nobody  appreciates  you 

more  than  Susan  does,  and  I  doubt  whether  you  have  a 

firmer  friend  in  the  world." 
He  was  getting  on  to  dangerous  ground  again,  and 

when  Julyan,  looking  more  apprehensive  than  flattered, 

inquired  why  Miss  Bligh  should  honour  a  univeisaUy 

censured  man  with  her  friendship,  he  had  to  make  a 
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cen-are  which  h«l  been  by  no  maw,  univeril. 

But  I  won't  hark  b«k  to  .  forbidden  «,bject 
Now  «  you  going  to  have  your  luncheon  he«.rC 
I  pve  you  an  arm  into  the  diningroom  ?  " 

Spur  ing',  appetite  for  luncheon  wa.  not  much  keener 
tt«  h..  patient'..  He  talked  i„ce«a„tiy  aU  thrZh 
tt«t  med  and  affected  a  joviality  which  only  th.*"^ 

weU  that  Julyan,  weary  and  wmewhat  drow.v  wa.  un- 
occupied with  hi.  own  thought,  than  wTh  h^'eX 

colt  V  *°r  ?K^''^r  '"'  •  "-P  ^'«"«  FCt„ 
coined     If  «^,  I  think  FU  a.k  you  to  excu«>  my  bad 

manner,  and  let  me  go  and  lie  down  again."       ^ 

You  cant  do  better  than  give  yourself  a  re.^  while  I 
rtroU  up  to  the  .tation  to  meet  Forrerter. 

room'  ^^^"?^  "^"'r  ^^  '"  *«  »'■•  '"  the  other 
room  made  him  comfortable  and  set  forth  with  a  jaunty 

air  and  a  rathertroubled  mind.     Not  without  JuZ2 

-d  misgivings  had  he  sanctioned  the  interview  ^^^n 

-  S^i  r  "^.°f  P"^«I  i'""ght  he  had  conceived  the 
«.pect  to  which  he  had  confessed,  had  not  joined  Helen 
m  making  demand  for  it.  But  then  again  he  might 
have  yielded;  for  Helen  was  quietly,  lLl„telyT„t 
upon  seeing  Colonel  Julyan,  and  Helen  was  not  L  el 
bZ\1  *^'^"*-  ^^'^  ^  Spurli„«  nor  to  2 
pi.  u '  ^^"^  "'  "^'^y""  •"  *«  had  done  to 
Forrester;  she  had  merely  said  that,  having-however 
e^usably  and  mmvoidably-maligned    him,  Ae   felt 
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bound  to  make  verW  .mendi,  .ad  lud  ,dM  thitt  il 

W«„otUM«.OJ«U.;«JyMi«M^  would  «SS 

no  «»„«t  be  agitated.     The«  1,«1.  th^ntotTlZ 

Fon«^er  dould  fi„t  «e  the  invJid  .„d  .vow  wW 
^JthiT"^-  H''-'^  t»  be  rtationed  h«3 
•nd  die  b«l  p„ai«d  to  make  her  vi,H  both  brirf  aS 

Ae  h«l  journeyed  up  to  St.  Jame.'.  Sq^awfor  a 
e»upe  of  nighV.  and  in  unwiUing  furth^  ^  it 
Spn-hng  awaited  her  ar.-ival  on  the  MaidS  1 

"7,^''8j't°«J'«bt,  his  firat  words  were: 

1  don  t  altogether  approve  of  this,  you  know     A. 
you  are  here,  you  must  be  allowed  to  J>  the  Cd™«l  I 

XT '  °?^  ?•*"  """*  «-no«guing^S  WmZi 
Whatever  stipulations  he  may  see  fit  to  make  y^S 

dont.     Otherwise  there  will  be  trouble"  ""^you 

Fonester  readily  undertook   to  obev   orden.     Ttw. 
weight  was  off  his  mind,  and  he  had  ^  ZTh 
«ion  that  everything  was  X^  ^  T^^Z^ 
Hd«,,  without  saying  anything,  madeagestureofl^t 

only  be  removed  in  one  way,  and  that  a  very  disairreeabl* 
if  not  unattainable  one.     StiU  she  AiA  7,^^^^^' 
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r^H*7*1I;  "»«''»«'  l-d  f'>ieri  been  guilty  „f 
errtted  with  •Itniwtic  motiyefc     When  all  wa.  mid  h- 

t-^«jqyrfr«»ntcritid.m^pubheMd  priv,te,on  hil 
^ tif  fJ^-""'  '*  »^  »-«"  •  little  h'anl  u^on  him 

JS^^l  T^    "^  P"^y  *°  Colonel    JulW, 
g«den,  which  thejr  entered  without  app«achin/tte 

^thebaiJc  of  the  nver.  went  to  «e  whether  hi.  p.tien" 

uII^S'u  '^  'r^  •  "^-P  "«1  look.  «f«,hed. 
wllrr  y  ^"^  «^  *°  •*  y°"'  poster,  now 
rtl  r'*/""  *°^  "  totellhimquicklyand  quietly. 
I  havent  M.d  a  word  to  prepare  him  for  what  i,  cL;.« 

"  f  *  '' r^  *°  ^  •  bit  locked  and  rtarUed.  But  the 
n«iD  thing  ,.  to  get  that  over  a.  «on  a,  poJible 
Don't  up«t  him  by  beating  about  the  bu.h.  A^ft 
*en..  famt  or  Aort  of  b«ath,  call  me  at  once  " 

LVkT!?  "^""'^^J'  F°"«»t«'  crossed  the  lawn  with  a 

mJ^  "?  '  Y'}'^  *"  ^'^'^  W.  minion. 
He  could  not  «e  why  there  Aould  be  any  «,riou.  t^uble 

11^  /m  "T  ■"'  ""*  •>"  -°«"P«*«J  "othing 
more  fomudable  than  the  «x,lding  which  he  might 
perhaps  be  considered  to  have  earned 

iJITk"'  ?''?''{.•'!  '^^^  '''"*'^'^'y>  "^  !>«  took  the 

long  thin  hand  which  Julyan  extended  to  him,  "I'm 

awfuUy  glad  to  hear  that  you've  been  making  progress." 

Oh,  rm  progressing  towards  my  goal,  thank  you," 
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was  Julyan'g  ambiguous  renlv     «  Xnt  »«™      •  1 1     .  . 
true;  still  I  notiw   »  S\a  ^°*  ^"^  l^-oWy,  it's 

blood  can't  endl      WeuZT'^/t'"^  "^"^^ 

b.^t  of  it  for  .y  own  sake  just  ^^rft^^ 

Ju^yan's  pale  cheeks  took   on  a  greyish  huf^ 
nused  his  hands  slowly  and  let    theTtu  "Tia": 
despainng  gesture.     "Oh,  you  idiot  i  "  hJ  , 

" oh,  you  idiot '"  ^  ^^  murmured ; 


^#- 
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mil^f'lt^^""^'"  e«gerly,«yo„ar«  quite 
mirtaken.     She    never  was  ar^  with    me    for  one 

that-weU,  to  be  honest  ,he  rath.r  C  Uppointed  me 

L™/r;.  ^'^''""»'*»*  -half  o.r.mo'Tfol  or  half 
as  grateful  to  you  as  I  had  expeciea  h^  r  to  be.  On  the 
contrary,  she  seemed  rather  to— to " 

rZI\^^^^  "^*  '  '"^  *»''«''  «n  unwammtable 
htoy  ? "  suggested  Julyan,  with  another  brief  lau^ 

ml^L  ^^^*'  "1^  "''"  1^*"?'  letter  than  hef 
magmfymg  me  .nto  a  hero,  as  she  might  have  done.  It 
comes  to  the  same  thing,  though,"  he  added,  sinking 
^kweanly  upon  his  cushions;  "it  can't  but  come  tf 
tte  same  thmg     Perhaps  you  are  hanlly  to  blame; 

^uZJZ  "f"^^'  '^'P  "•  «"'  "°-  t^«  1-  have 
you  wrecked  all  my  work  !  " 

The  mystified  Forrester  renewed  his  protestations. 
« I  assure  you  it's  all  right!  You  have  been  eX 
orfmajily  good  and  generous  to  me,  Colonel,  and  I  can 
never  thank  you  enough ;  but,  to  speak  the  plain  truth, 
rm  a  thou^tnd  times  happier  now  than  I  was  while 
Helen  was  bemg  deceived." 

«  Omncta  oimplkitasr  groaned  Julyan.  "As  if  one 
e^mmmed  felony  ^d  kicked  one's  little  godstto  Z 
gutter  to  oblige  a  friend ! "  e  uie 

And,  as  Forrester  only  looked  more  puzzled  than  ever 
he  resumed  :  "I'm  afraid  I  must  tum^  you  out  forT 

™^  ^M°  "^  "  l'***^' '"  ««•  Thebestthingfor 
you  to  do-the  only  thing-is  to  get  Miss  Monk  to  Le 
and  .see  me  some  day.  If  ,he  were  in  London  for 
shopping  or  anything  and  could  spar«  time  to  run  down 
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here,  I  should  be  ffratefiil     Tf.  •    ^ 
between  her  and  ^^'re^^l^'  r^"«  «"**  •  ^ 
« A  t-ll,      -1  ^    P*"  **"»  mischief." 

equal  to1'ei„g  her  n^S^^f  *««  "P;^  "If  jot.  felt 
in  the  garden!*  thisToml^!!'  *"  "  ""'"-"f feet. she's 

e,2rthrJ°SS   .^.r--^-^  J'^*.!  not  feel 
Sapp„inted,2l7n^t;  ''"'"''^°"^'-«% 

"•ore  tha^  a  few\ninutes  °       ^"''  '''^  ""'^'^  ''-P  y- 

the  da,.  .ortZ^TsS  hriS^^il^if^ 
for  preparation,  if  that  could  hav  ^^  tan  ^^S' 
There  w  a  good  deal  to  be  said  .nTrl  """ged. 

>»y  fo-es,  and  she  and  iZnoUoT'l'^'""''^ 
at  starting."  ^  °°*  '  "  ^"'te  of  one  mind 

<iis;'::^r:Ltr':?rj,r  Tt^"-'  ^-  '^^^ 

"ItoldyoujustnoTand  ir"r"*'^"^y'''«"»«l- 

told  ,ou-thit  she  ^7':Lzizir::iT  *:  '"^^ 

having  got  yourself  into  such  terriS  11^"'"*^°" 
to  screen  me ;  but  that  waTonlX^  u'"  "•  ""^^ 
the  necessity  for  it     M  «  ^.u^"^  "^^  '^^''^'t  see 

i«  to  mate  Lnd:*.*^;^"^^^:^^  ^'7'*"  "^ 
wrry  she  is  that "   J"  "  ""a  to  tell  you  how  awfully 

"Quite  so,"  interrupted  Julyan  with  th.    u  ^    , 
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her    Send  Spurling  in  first,  though,  wiU  you,  like  « 
good  feUow?    He  must  screw  me  up  somehow." 

^l^HT^u"^^"^  '^^  "'^y^^-    Before  he  was  half 
^y  across  the  lawn  he  was  met  by  Spurling,  who  had 

Shelf  ^°°''--*/»hi-andwho'scruttsed  Urn 
witn  quick  apprehension. 

iojff^''-'''    You  haven't  heen  bungling  your 

ml    ?°"*u    ^  '"^  *  P^^^'  ^  ''""'t  think  he  S 
much  of  a  shock.     He  says  he'll  see  Helen  present!^ 
only  he  wanted  me  to  send  you  to  him  first.     hZI^' 

ratter  queer,  I  thought.     Tm  afraid " 

With  an  impatient  ejaculation,  Spurling  pushed  the 
young  man  aside  and  hurried  towardi  the  ho^ 

the  two  ladies,  and  this  he  did  with  verbal  fidelity 
ttough  with  an  ingenuous  admission  that,  for  his  o^' 
part,  he  could  make  neither  head  nor  tail  of  the  Colonel. 

the^^er^  of  women,  or  something  of  thlt  sort^  but  he 

^ZZ  -^^  "P  1"'**  '""t''^'  «"«'  «nd  seemed 

almost  inignant  with  me  for  imagining  that  he  h^ 

committed  a  felony  to  oblige  a  iS^d,^  as  he  LSS 

LJ  .^''*  "'"°'*  ^''  '«^°'  ^^'  "-son  was 
there,  you  know?    You  would  have  thought,  to  hear 

wh"!!  V  '"^  """^  «"»^  horriblelist^p^ 
wh^^as^f  course,  as  I  tried  to  e.pkin  to  him,  W 
Wt  been  any  catastrophe  at  aU.  Far  from  if  1 
don  t  understand  what  his  idea  is." 

Shl^  Hff"  """J^tood,  she  refrained  from  saying  so. 
She  gazed  absently  at  the  shining  river  and  the  Lu 
which  pa«ed  to  and  fro  on  its  surface,  responding  only 
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in  monosyllables  or  not  at  all  to  w„,-^4    . 
predictions  that  a  teJlolil  f^^'^  ""^''" 
would  .t  evening  T^gL    In^^  alh 'aT"'""' 
unwontedly  taciturn  and  depressed     sh!.  '"" 

-de^tood.  had  unde^  T^n,'^^  ^ZT. 

btig^h:f::f:'^"-''''^-"-^-^«»^itr:; 

At  the  end  of  a  quarter  of  aa  hour  Spurling  once 

h«i?^"t"^."i''^  '^^  'y'"'  ^^''^^  ^'^  the  half  piteous, 
half  mfinriated  e:.p,ession  of  a  wounded  animal'^  ^S 

because  he  is  dead,"  was  his  curt  reply  ^ 


«fc»^a.ir*««.,fli,ritoi.x«,*,.«,i;;;^ 


' »  aanguine 
he  Colonel 
1  also  w&s 
t  any  rate, 
alised  now 
though  it 
lel  Julyan. 
mistake,  it 
in  peace? 
Ii>  possibly 
id  to  him, 
n  of  that 
icessity  of 

ling  once 
head  and 
le  neared 

minutes, 

declared, 
e  him  or 
leehim." 
ice. 
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"Only 


